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INTRODUCTION .

W aee @ff harn woeuk ond fydpldexs. 1 fvad the sy
shond, Jramellend Tile e oo omd watfar oy goickdl
flevers, we divappew hhe shonkevs. Pe 32 0B 14 v -0
GO NEWS RIBLE

Mlaer wher ax Dot wf womane ©x of fow days and foll o)
fraediley. He comey foveh Gk o flawey oo Sodes oo MY
flove Jike ooshiondow and does not oot 17 5003

e above quatationy o the Book of Joby wineh sees man's earthily onmes ae ey
bret it filled with poing and sl that make his Dle a funile exorcese serve as bt
premse a0 which 1o anchor vur deseourse: e moslern Atncan Novel an avestimshle arbies
a gritiel pesspective on Chimamanda Ngozi Adichis s Parple Hibiscus

Modern mnn is an cpitome of pain, Right from binh. he works very bud b order 1
take care of that which he will deliberately and conscrusty ¢hoose, o cotlin caver, who will
design s coffin as she deems fir, and forces him to rest in it whethee he feels 11 s hime 1o
rest or not, whether he Ties i o ot wiether o rest an paince of 10 peeves not e i, whan
she feels hc':nusl have put in place. companes. extates amd global aceworks and o Yy
for ber plessure. and a continuation, for the procreation of the <hive. i mserc” el o liigh
must be tumed at will by the Powerful and Almighty NECK — Ihe Wamen  This iy why
Iy 201U sees man as i

O heease IV tovpnd i g spiden x wode, Hapiping: o wises
o G0y strugile to aneke o vk, feee tsel) o et ol et e
el ov e sprador wilo gerbips o0 s dogereets foen 3n i
Ner el o 13 Capadle of desng somiething e fol, condy oty
weakeming of s wings and iy evvoiial death. The v el iy
dving, ot siaee sagmficeaativ iv the foet tha it dive VT ogypesd
i rhe weds gnd ieobie (o foree stseld ous from e ol af vty
i 163)

Megwi's explanation abave Crystillizes 1ato an etemal o tar st B teeesd o
will even for “game™ by the all powerful NECK. Or bow else will gae vaplam o wan, o My,
thaet dlie sull trappad i the spivders web (THE NECK) He romiss o prsoier as sy sty
as he resurfaces or reincarmates.

Moderm man’s uply stnte fay been compounded by Chrsten relnson an sheedl
which women employ to ¢age men, and femimmin, an ideofory whicls the very culic! vises
novg the NECK specie use 1o metwork the glabe trving avwin mone pdbeocots o there club
where widowhood is appinaded, o coveted trophy e those wiho nuve Bosiy able 1o 1o
their men for wherever wrong their mon must hive commitiod against ta

s L TOTRE 5y 1
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I'he thrust of this article is that modern Arncan novel reasins an mesgmable arnier
A-settle ol the Lerce dispute between man and » an For i an, the aggenevesd parhies i then
varsous longdoms vent ther anger on therr prosumed eocmies and i yenting theu anger
forget to lude their prejudices, theer shisn comings or Giulis which makee sl partics wanbiog i
one area of the other. And 1or thes and all sther things eae cauld sy AL AV SINNED
In ceed all bave | eo Buscaghn [ 1952)
apines e

the luving person oy the peeson wine foves bim
i?!l'l‘\(‘.‘f /.\U_\ Rk o ohien, ilf.‘dfpﬁjl]’." WU e, v, van re s
vagter Vbt dhey just doa't du ta 0t Yo il aever e abile
fon vy else weril yone tove voeself™ (2 209)
That"s out thiust - man and wominn have sinned. They have both been Lo wanting

It 55 no longer our atulity 1o cast stones at ¢ach other, it s far from G 1 is 0ot o matier of
killing cach other. For none can live comfortably withaul tee oiher for our veses ol sepirale

andd collective peetences have shuwn bow isolaced and Trustrated soe ane m oo saoivisoes

THE BEGINNINGS

3t foor Aeliim o sodute efper war o, S o Loy
vt w deep sleep: wmd while e way sloeping, e ook i ol
the man's vilis amd close e the place with e Fhen 1w
Locd Gad made o worsm from the vb e dund deken own of oy
s, and b Deineght her to the mem. " The s sand. thy 15 s
bovre of v fone ond the flavh of i flosh; she shuadd e valled
Wooran, for she wax liken ot of man (pd) Nie 9w
Genesis
I'he Chnstian myth hike all other creation myths emphnseze that God s initial Purpase
of creation centies around man. “God mnde man in His image and bketwss Tl doow, Gaod
make & woman oul of hun, and for b, because na suitable helper was ol (p4) Hes the
man named her, Bke he did all otber deinsgs o earth
In Afnca. before the commg of Chrstianity, ond s ottendant probloas, (he
relunoashp between n man and his wile, or wives sy the case iy Be has boen very condial
The woman has been a suitable helper m virtunlly every arce of life. Thoeh by notwre. man
seems polygamous, he has never umienmined the wile. hence, he consulls ber as o helper
from hime to ime. He consults her even on very cotical matters siuch as when he sees the

need! for a seoond wife. I this situateen, e calts ber, Wolis her hss intentions, amnid alliws Ber il

she wants, 0 look (o o woman she could lave as nomale, The man conld present thiee

- | IETVVVOCHDS D CENTT ¢ VU T —
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women, and allows her to make 0 choice out of the thive.  And wiwen <she Tmally Jdevides
whom she coult have a5 a mate, she goes 10 woe t:-:x' fow bzs hushamd, 1o thes sitonton all the
chitdromeah! i wormen, “mann’™ 10 is G o Know whom the OBitdien's real niother is

Npugi (IVE5), ore whom one could eadl an anoestin] hiterary Gither 1o Adichie
expining the karmony in African would even in a polygamous hame thus

Bovv, Kovi and Kamow were all vons of Nicws: Nigho 'y
eldevs wife. Njoroge's vniv ene boether wis M whie fueel
sicnd i thee wew B thov ol Tl v of i aere of oo
montbere. Kol workeed i ane Afesoon foooatunr oolted Grcen
Hael . But vometines his heenher il s come Home wii
et Bui the mathees conldid tell xiores and Voot awe when
Ao wers i dhet o,

Qure wider mother womed von ', Njovesse veod wien dhs
rvached oo Te way afveeahe derek, wlile Nieed way aliioes
ey elder aetber . Npokiels, Ixaag the somipes vl
wee el Jext Cmother 0 wax ar hotnt sdsvrvedd e
veprted by aedl (pd 24

Even as o polygamous home, all the chuldren call the women mither  “Our el
mother™ is & guirk el respect for the eldest wife of the home. In spite of the figl that Naotho
had three wives, s difficult for an autsider 10 notice thint the chilren e 1ot Son o
moiher  This is the deauty of the Africun world belone the Whitenum caine.

There was hanmany everywhere.  Though marital squabble was there o3 seen iy ATy
sovtety, oonc fasied il sun set for the ditferences were quickly resolved amd marminicy
restored, None thaught of killing each other for their guarrel waes 3k thing of the L i
the tecth

har was the beaunfal Alrican world beliee the white man come with bis relreon
Christeanity, and now fesinism  While Christianity alienases is adbierents or befievers from
1he Beautiful Alcan communal wardd view. aod plants inchividundisim througdy ss nzuided
preschings, feminison Crenres an etemal biltemess wherd there wis Game. or perhaps where
there were mere trivial issues that would bave beea resolved 21 nights by couples during their
holy conimunion service at night when the Children must have gonae 1 b

Before now, a man and his wife work collectively towards the upbrnging of thseir
children and family, the degree of (hesr mdividual impisis aol withstavdase — Hur fickay
owming avbividunl property is very much i ovogae The mon i Buving i foes e Hie

woman is buyang in her name. cich doing very fanny things just for the pleastsee of ownig

estates, This s ong of the evils of vur time,
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At thia juncture, it might suffice us 10 examine same of the key concepls m o
AISTONse,
Bar bira Berg ( ) wees fomuisim s

The fecavdom 1o deande fer ovn eostion e fro
sevafirtermiaacd  caess  Jeovdian o savnciv 'y CIITEA NN
vestriciions,  freedaen b onprerss e thingedits, Bl cend o
comvert them frovlv jo actions (or, frmbriomd . ety i
ACCEPINEY - of - wWermowr 5 arghi to pmelesiedienl vonseame i
felgmienr. I paxhdotes that women s xventind worth sieni
frenn e comanont Bt ol ey nod dhgacsed av (e sy
relations e hoe Jefe tgic o Hoakys 194)

Ta Bar Bava Vv, fosminion ix all abaigd o v s cphd e feeede ik aond o
wharewer she wants to de o fife I calks abaned freedom jo exercive her homaness ™ o
wanncrn o

Hooky Bell (J9R1) auhvemces awr dixerssion B vy :
Thar

“Fesmnien iy ol i Xongple o el mofe Clgrovioivm
W aeveients Ko ensiey Mot wismen will beive gl cvlats woerh
NIy comamitemont 0 evonficariee 0 whelfaity o

= shamninution thal perares INDCr) on vorons lesely uy

ol clas, o moe @ few — and o Commimen) e evesregamsing
saciely yo that the self developamnt of o poaple con ke
pecedence (p F95;

Hook’s explanation above e refevant 1o our descourse oa the impagt of ( Bty
ond the fenumast posie 10 marmage ble. Isbows that perhaps in women s HITTUE R TI TORRTRT TN
wguil aght with men, fail to undenstind that cven among eyl thene s nosd 1o revensacy
the other based on, One’s self assessment of the other hiviog an edge. Thess is ng way
humany will be 0a a queue withoul one person bewng m front and the other beag belind
Bon't we have finst among cquals!

I this aren, therefore, Bealrice Onfe (2010) bevotes more refevant to ws i fioding 3
kel counse that will enbance fuman relations. Acceadng 1o her

e centind coneem of Jominesis 15 mor 10 validase thye
clam that women are oppressed by a pateinrehal onder o
demythologize megative images of women but 10 evolvy o
feminist basis of social relations, simed at enbancimg womaen
sl esteem and helping thom o Fimd ther voiee a0
dominnte socul arder (p 16%)

———— . — . — -
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ENRIOINE WOren s :‘vclii'slcwn aned Befpinge thenn w il therr vorce 1m0 o ol
dominoted socml order™ 8 nol o peoblem foe in Alfica before (e sfvent of these alien
ideology. women hud expressal their vaice

Achebe (1991w Thangs Fall Apart-shows the beanty of the Afocna waorld sond sl

wumen have o vowe

Lo vou beow Oghuefi NMdwie? (tocdo ashod!?

Ogbiti Netude of dee willlage . Okomdwn wnel (0ceika
said wogether "He divd 1hix moemiog ™ said Ofinvu

That s av not steangre. He wees e afifext wean in der
soid Oiveriko

You are cxght’ Qioedy ageved. Bure youw owehs 1o ash
why the drim facd not beea beaten 1o Yell Linvofia of T dooth

Whw? asked Ohieesbo amd bk togathes

That o the steange pors of (1 Yao know Wix first woly
Wiy weddky with cexncd?

"Yes, xhe oy colfed Ozopmgnn !

Tt s s v Ofpedie. Coemenyn was voie Ko
sose) enteh ter weitend Nefole darsng fas ifexs.  Miv comrpesr wines

o and thot When he dicd this marmne i of these women vl

Jor CRzaemena x hr aogd tald Her. St pvne from Jiows anad, psak
how bk aend walked over s tive Ofs She Wl oo Foer Sorces
aond fiameds ot W sheexkold amd calfod hee feosdaond, 10
foel oo w0 wpeer, "Oglioaefi Nedwle " e colfodd thnxe s, ol
weed back 1o hee hoe When the voungexs wife went o coll iy
caein 1o be preseat of the w ahing of e bandio s fonrd dres
fving on the muet dead ' (p. 47)

That wos “Muma® as the chdest wife of o polygumous man was cafled restad 1 the
death of a loved and chenshed busbund.  There was peace avd Banmony in cvery hame
whether polygamaus or manbramows. Man as the kead and nitaiton, Joves and caeashes 1 s
wife of wives s the case may be I face Achebe move further 1o say that

It was qefoeers vend Wt Nedule and Q:zovewen fond oen
mindd, " wied Obierika 'l remembor wher | vy o yonee T
theee was a song eloot them.  He cold aot e oy hing
withows relling fer

§ooledd not Koverwe dant, suesed Ok Ui I L (TRRTPT
@ SOy amran do e s

e was omdeed,  siif (ovady

e ted Vmwalia to war am those daya. sand
Obrerika: p, 47-48,

These long quoetations from Achebe's Things Fall Apart bevome relevin: os they
explain that i Afrsea before the coming of these two Torcign destoyers of 1he Beauty of the
African marnal landscage, peace had existed bevond meustre i marviages, aod that Achebe's

AVANS s e serane |
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the progentar of Chimamanda Npozi Adichie fore warm early enosph thad the white man ansd
hes Chnstan teligion and the attemtant fenninism bave come 10 "pot o kndfe on things
.

Akt 1o as together aad we Bave Tallen upan®™. (v)

Chastian religion compels o man and las wefe 1o O 0 themselves o o
Thescfore a man shall leave his futher und mother wad be joined w0 his wife i they shall
became ane tlesh, (p 2} KJV

The olifting or jorning together ol & o and 4 sworsii. sisd dwis Beconmg vre Hesh
that whueh seems an irrationational mitbematics, perhaps, crcates an absard sibuston thae o
devout of the estimable beauty of the Umi-ong woid Umie Ladi the extenced Ity
system, which served and still seeve as o mediators or impoetint nllying pomts iy momeny
ol crises in marsiage and ather critical maments, iy Afrsean,

This 15 why Adichie's Beatrice could it have anyoie 0 ik to ahonr bee hasbowl
excesses, and Eugene on his part iadd na one 1o complai b ibont the sinbeconiime bt sous
of the wite which must hsve baen one of the muor fagtors for his wil henting acts. Al
these led to the teasion that finally destroyes) the Lusily.

%
Eugene Achike nnd Mun’s Foolishness

When one sits down to analysis man's actions from the genesis of the workd, it besits
Ofe"S imagination 10 & breaking point thar man has heen very sery loolishe AL s achions
fance the 5o calied “swsable helper™ was used 1o crown iy cop his beer ey delomental 1o
s being. The co-ordial relabionship be had with Gad at eoeation sl brobea sy beciswe
he wis poised to please,

Then the Lord Gad took the sman (Adam) smd s e in
the gavhea wf Eden o temd umd Keep 10 Al the Lond Ged
somamanded Mmoo, i@ o overy toe of e goeden Toe
ey frcsedy eut: “hat of the seve of dhe Apwn edue of good ol
Vi e shall st et e, far s de kv T oo e of 1 v
shedl xueele ol (pli NKJ

Adam got this conunand from God uad kept it religiously, e never fanlted B
when “the suitable helper” came. she helped him (Adam) 1o disobey Gud's command™  She
took of it's fruit ang ate. She also gave to her hisband with her, and by ate e 3 us o
please the wile. the NECK who awist i the bead whieh ever wiry shie plesses. And for this

he 2ol

6(7
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"Because vy have heoded ke vice ' veeie o Wi,
(rather than that of God yeur creatar) ond bave eatest from the
tree of which | commanded yom, xiall s ear of i,
“Crexe i e geownd for o scke: I toil voi shall et
of i AW e s of yowr e Rorh thorne and thestfes i shalt
hevmg forth for voui. wnd vou sinall oot e frorh of 1w Jicdd In
e ywear af v foce von shall vol deaad THE v sosaer
Hee grownd, For owt of i veu woee 3okim: For oot voe ory Dl
Mo st v shall vetwrn " (. 3 NK
Just fur Adam’s Jove for Eve e gol that clemal camse: And Fgene Jor bis sl nlld
the grovnd metaphorically and after barvest il s month closesd stemilly by has NICK -
Heatnee, the skillful manipulator of he el
Papa — Noukwu while praying for himself and Wis twa children, Fugene who siupidly
ahandoned his father, and Heama the caring doughter. bless his children this

Chincke! Bless me. Lot me tind vooagh b fevd m
stewnach,  Blexs my davghier, ifcoma. Ghve fer vyl Jor by
Samilv “He shifted om the stool. Hix miovad bad i jotied o,
I could tell, bt maw i foaked ke o weinkled v o
edropnng
» Chimeke! Biesy my voe. Exggte. Lo the sone sot ses
hix prospendy Lifk the curse they have placed un bim™ P
Nowbowie fecoonecd wver wnd deaw oo e Jine. | was Yierpheised
tecnt Re praned far Pape with the wene earmeximess shot e
veevedd fere humxelf aod Apmpy oo P2 164

A carclul observation and analysis ol the prayer spell out the following: sirlwent gty
e ashedd God e give him enough 1o fowd his stomach, W give Hoama cnguel o ool
tamuly. aad for Fugene he said “Chencke! Bless my son, Fugene Lot the s not sel un i
prospesity. Ll the curse they plived on im™ {pl66). A Cuse’  Ephesinns chapter 6 verse
-2 says children honowr parents i the Lord, for this i< right.  Hanour your kather and
mother,” which 15 the first commandment with promise™ that it may he well with vou st yvon
may live fong on the earth”. (pl 136 NKJ)}

The above 1s God's mjunction. Ao ander mim bas 6 cxecite withoul question  yoar
parents m the Lond, i the charch amil “your Gsther und mother, - biodogscal parents This is
fughly spelt out by the God who Eugene claims to believe greatly m

Eugene Achike rather than obey Gods onder ¢lilt 10 the wile Tike Adam e neyer
vizsited bis father. ot when hus children Jma and Kunbili reqoest 10 visn their seand fisther
gives them only Mitteen munutes Hear im: Kambili and jaja, your will g s aflermm K
youir grundfatnes’s houss anid geeet lam. Kefvin will tohe wou. Rementber, don 't soneh any

" ’ ' 4 -
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lood, doa’t deink anything. And. ax usual you will only sy por loager i Glloen imites

Fiftern minutes.™ (p611 = s msually anly lal!yt'} avies o e That's hos moch the
chifdren cun stuy with their grondfather

Adiictire through her murmatos leads us further oty e s degree ol n=anity. Mg
himsolf” never prected Papa - Naukwat, never visited him, it be sent shim wids of mins
thorugh Kevin or through one of our Umimaa members, shimmes wads than b wive kel
nsa Christmas bonus.™ (pal)

This 1 why Aunty Wowmn, Eugene’s only siblag laments Fogeng's disregitl for thea
father m the followmy expression:

"You know why Eugewe i mot get nlong  wiik
ledioru? " Aunty deama s whisper was ook, Sieever, lendee
“Because lfediora told him (o hix face whar he felt Heodinsn
veas ot afvald 1o tell the truth. Bur vow know Eugene quinrels
With e Tevethe phae dve il not like. Qure feathee iy ey ok A
hear me? Dving, Ny is on old mon, Tov msle fomger i i
Pirve, gwbaa?  Yer Eugene will mor bt hine baso s feveves. will st
even geewt e O Joka! Ewgene Dhis o Nlog deaemyr Ciond v jenh

’ Coord {8 big enmigh to b ki awn joh 3 God wisl pindee o
S Jother for chuusing tu follow the way uf ancesturs, e e Ged
i the judyeng, not Fugene,

E leeqnsd she wid Umpreie, Aomie Yoo bt Iy
Mervsiely' gl Difen xie reptionl. = Yow Knemn thad the smeadnys
of e Umanna, in fact eversbady in b, woll wolf fLtneem
widy ool e ety to bars Do o poople sl i spove
Will vume pinch the finger of the hand thar foedy v e Vi
VA

Chinweiza (1990) In Anatemy ol Femalg Power gives us an nsight o why Lugene
Acted the way he did by Citing Ambrose Bicoce thus:

cocennding fo Ambvase B, bove ov e feg e
A 1esannity cxnialle B mrrisge " foe e ke W ARy iy
Miowdd have qualifiod that By e apening phoase b e,
Sewiforly. when Francix Bacon rentrked” e i smposalvie i
fove amd be wise, " " e woold have okt 1y M,
please” Far o man, " Lakewise, s vivime Clane (v i
Sl Do baken as sbovt hand fov “a o i e (s Dl tee Bin
bext inferesty " Nune ol theve rewanky applion b wisnen. 1
SRR 2 b s Jaar e sewiennn; S0 s gt Sl s ene o
Ileend 20 deev peteresiy On Mo comitrew', e biexi cheh o fovar gy
ke o whiff of smefling sufts whoch chears hov' foead, T g Dy
with forr evex and wight vision: I pstigeies ey b o roifidoss
g af wheed she wants, Thay womian o sedeed st rere for

6¢9
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wham fove is o figclowder of the eves aw i cveiover wf e iand
Puye 41

The above- extracts from Ambeose  Bioree aathenneires - omr - posiion aboin 1he
taotishness of mun when it comes to love. Man gets blind o his bost itesest when Iwe s 0
love, Adam did Eugene Achike foliowed.  As ol thal was nol-enongh Japa apoended hiee
signnture to that which be never did, got juled where he remaims, Adum lost the splendd
natire of the garden and I the scorching sun he todedt, Eugene labourd lor angiber o eat.
Taga lefi his inheritnnee for & murdezer, - his mother an Eve 1o ¢niny,

Eugene in his error of judgment for the Jove of hes wile left the Tather ancered Jur
Hence, the lather of o busingss morgue, the owner of the Staindind Newspuper, o
phiianthropie, 1 major denor to Reverend Fathers and Sisters of the Catholaw, and vac gromly
loved by ihe street heygers For his peneros:ty,

1 hadd meat in my soup™, Papn — Naukwao sand, * 1 waubd offer o0 o™

“las aleight, Papa - Noukwi™, Jagn s

Papa - Noukwu took hus ime swablowing s food | There was oo domk besdes bim

Aol witter (pao)

I'his & the father of Eugene Achike. the man next o "God”, ane wio wishes 1he
oatsicle of n cup very well but leaves the inside very dity,

Adichie moves on 10 1ell us the deplorble state of Papn - Npukwu,

He shouk Jaga 's Koo and higpedd e peesod nped)
e Pave st o eeemen! Torgrer, geollv bediing awe By cotle hevanyy
of the xtrong. nopleasons sendl wf Casvava that (e o hae

"Come anmd ead | e sapd. gestwciog 1o e callie mat
Fhe envmed Dowly pomiointed fakr ffie aond wedies: somge heseft
0l Chunky of fish oc mewl ..

His ledt eve swas periap Wind gad wos coveend by o il
the colaue and comvodeney of diluied milé ..

"Pega Naksva, aoe vow wedl Mo s vee Banh " o

avked y
Pepor ~ Nokwn steiegged o of b sor e was o g
thest vy sveneg Dhut e Kool wo choice e vl my

Wi vom an ofd o do bt be o well ool he o (s
wncestoes... "My legr ache aften.” {pp 63-65)

This s how Epgene treated hes father, a inan who gave hidh 1o fan Fageae did onl
treal his father well as shown above for according 1o b, the ol i seboses] o becuw o
Chrnstar. Bat aunty Heona, whom he repeeted becinse she told lim e tndh s o Chinstan

Kiambili, Aduchie’s Iilteen yoars olib samator puts it thay:

AL AR LINTRT HASRIERHT FINE) FE RS R A
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We abid not knaw Aunsty Heamo ae hve clnledrens vy wid)
becenve b o Papae ol geaowelod obont Pagar Sadoow
Mo fod (el s, Aunty Heoma skopped speokivg o P
whve he had Bered Popa-Navkwwe feom comoig o sy T
wind @ few yvory eosed Before they fioelhe stacted speating 1o
cuch wtbwe (p. (#5)

Take o entical took ot the stlatement “Mama bad 1ol as™  Mama aw the estimnge
relationslip betweerr Tather and son. amd between bether amd saster nmd reliesed 10 speak
agminst it loe sellish reaxons. Porhaps, their presesee would bave isconsemiencasd bee amd b
children. Or how clse conld one snterpeet o situntion whare o man who refosed 1o v for s
futher and sister on the ground of celigion coulil give wifts (o boppes oo s romdside whiey
rehigons siatas he does nat know. and wha are necossurily none Christian In anethor
Gevelopment. he sent Ade's wife amd hor baby were sent to overseit tor Ineatment Yo he
could nat give hic father the desined medical atiention.

The Reveread Father Benedict and the Reverend Sisters whom Engene spembs hoavily
on neves bothered about his fiuther, Pupn - Noakwu  The Bible wheeh titks abon feching the
poor and visiing the sick, which Papa Noukwu is onc of them. wmong otler things did wol
occur or matter to them

Margaret Sanger &8 ciled by Elizabeth Gould Davis (1973) must have heen very
correet when she posits that

L Chrostiomty tuerned the Clock ol gemerld preogress ook
o thorsand veaey. o Quened ook Wy cloch pav dsaaomd ooy
for women... The churchmen depeived kev of her plece e ol
Ivfure the comnts. in xehooly, fo gots, 1o Btecatore wad st
Vhev xhut bor nund fram knowlodege . foased] they choieed ber
Hee provitear of whicl they badd thract her (page 2520

I deesd Chirnstianiny took ber morg than 3w oesid yvears Backawad Tor o Alogan
society any women who claima to have come (0 muery her husbaml and escludes w
husbands relations is doom. So, Beatnee was doom from the beginmug And a hustnd who
% 50 blind that he fails to see that o e runs oway from his poople and chift w bis Christion
religion and wife is bound to die carly, will nbour for athers 10 eut Fhis is why Sioava Faluadi
C1991) o ber book Blacklash he Unceeinned War Against Ameewan Women, wirms thal

Mew ary hm'lr'ug e Hhean wennen el s, Meerwd vy,
i ey vy actualle more ponerless than wames g
Warren Foarwell pauses

LR DRI RN NS T T CRFLTE N it !
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Feminism mav have improwd femode Tiws, be axverts,
bt for somee women, “the deeper the fomaname. e weare ol
e women werd ho miee .
e e gerd fngmm gva now where e aban ) fisd
serdeestond Dy wekamn e ey Fex goneva o Sk thai ikl
e woamigent soekeig fodeendy it evvn Doctsr o 1
shiartage of seasitive sy Gadies.  “{hder samon whoo aey
looking 1o get married could voalle compeusate fon thar fusy of
looky by uedersianding men" (p. 3001
Flaudi in the above statement explains man's helplessness, imd the precanious nture
of the situation, 1t = pamful that only middic age women sl 1he older ones whe hine los
their uselulness even iy 1o understand man. Wheee Is ther “onsderstaad ™ sl e s Bedinse
they e oo lunger arhicles foe sabe and gl thal could be received with apprcciation v
thank you?

Kambui, you are precious™  His veloe guavered pow,
like yowe speaking @ @ funeral. chuked with eweotion, Yoo
hould xtrive foe pecfection. YVau showhd not see un omd v olk
vight fnta 07 He doweend thie kil sarn the sah, tirled st
fowendv my Joor.  He povred He by wvenor o ey v, sfoah
s (f dhe weve condveting an experimeat i wonieed te xev il
waoddd hopperr He way crying e, fevees stevoedog dovn by

o foce Fyow dhe e stevom bofare | sow the weeter. § v e
e weiter leave the ertle, thowing atarast s xlow saitian be vn
arc wa my feet. The poin of W condoct ey s e A
seadeding; 1 ol wenting o o secomd Amd dhen §veveamed

VTt ix what vou o yaaesedf wihen vone walk st s
You bueer vewnr foer, " be s (pl 925,

How on earth will o sane man, an Africn who bas only twe Chizkdeen o boy asd o giel
want 1o kel bus ondy Gaoghter “Fle Towered the Keatle iate the taub, hed o towants mv feot
He poured the host water on my feet, slawiy as of be was canducting an experimeat !
wanicd o sec what wonld happen™. (p. 192) And criminally finny enough. "I wis cryme
naw, lears streaming dowin hes face.™ (p. 192), and the narmtos-victim. continuing <aid, ' saw
the moist stemn before | suw the weater™ (p, 192),

Such state of Iife is n pitiable sight. 1 s commnally pathetic. In o real Afocan workd
view, members of the extended family will go scarcimsg, whwhever way ey cun. the
cause(s) of an abnormality in the Jite of the brother or ungle.

And as 1f there were fresh doses of the anainhing, the One, One LXpenences o Sees 100
frequently i these Tenfecostal churches where they I heid - Song, sonbing hvsteaidly,
meving i cychent pattern trying 19 explam the mystery of Tile to e wndebes iz snenibers

cither i plion and decedadls language o e tongaes which needs anoher circle of

AT TS T TS TN RN LAokisalals |
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interpretution by smne speaker wirh the auction or anather whise lask b s o necely wiiteh

- it inzerpres, Papa.

oxtareed ca ok e, The metal hackley wr fas sgapney adiog
3 Hke Detes from @it mosgreitiees, e dadhedd nomitap, wnd o}
vermntrend i o s ol faebne oiend Fapglisds, (e veaft et o d shison
- howey. Gollessooss. Mowtden Waexingp Held jive Tl hckang
sncrowsed in dempna [ ewded aogid movaelf g, oo Hae
pvces of the painding, ther were sofl, Jeethery  Rechog,
kicking. Kicking  Perhaps it wis a eds na byvonye 2he meial
buckie yeemed ton heovy. Becanse T canld kear o visoush an i
i, A woer was sayeng, " Please, ko, plewve ™ Mive slings
More slaps. A selting wetness waened month. T oolased |y
eves anmd stipgped awent into gt
Page 207 When | opened myv exes, f haew ol e St |
wiay ol in.my bed  The mxntresy war firemee s more. | ke
fo Lt W, b poin chal trough e whale sdv ae cagaonih
latthe povkets. { callapsed buck
(Pp, 206 — 207)

As he dues this, “he talked nonstop, out of coatrol i o nux of lgho aml Baghsh ke
- soft mear and thamy bones. Godlessness. Tleathen worship.  Hellfire™ p 2000 Tidking i
P .
romclop ke @ psyehintric patient his kicking of Kambal incecased ay tenipe

Pepro part o faesdy oorcder wev oevwy B cowrens o wit, Il
! wued Mama sav, “Let me, pleave” [ did oot cesfize ot
Mama hod conre inta the fptieoser Tews were g down
hoe jace. Meor oose wos running too, amd | wondiced if b
werifdd wipe it hefore it got 1o hee mianth defore vl woald fvive
o faste it she milsod solt with colid waser andd goml idovivecd
the geitsy misfure Jnte par feel She heloed g ol af e b
made tu ooty o wr Wee Bk e oy e, i shoold oy bt
Sl sveay fover xovall We might betle fafl Meonis odind ensd ek
il we were oo veaen G 19219 8)

Whatever Mamin. Mrs. Beatoee BEugene Achike did i tenms of plasierng e gty
mixture on her daughter’s foel o irrelevamt far ber sctions are anti Atocin, She e for
onge reported the tll-treatment melted on ber amd ber chikbron 1 her an-laves oo,
Christian brethren ond noteven Father Bonedicr whom they sce s Ganl o human flesh Not
gven when she had & miseneringe

{owan oy raom affer fanch, reeding Jiowey Clgrie
five hocansw | owould Lk aboot the Bbiiead roots ol diy
mnting of the sk during femele dimee. whea b beand the
voundy.  Swift, heay dhudy an my pcent’s bosd — oooved
hextrewam e inagined the door bad govten stk and Pap
Wers e faaynen !

A
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I Ateped O enf vy poomg juct ox Jagor camae o sl s
W oo vt the fanding ond woteled Popxe ddescemd. Voo
wes shewg over s shoalder ke the Joie ks of coce s
JacToey workers Nonghs a0 Didk o the Seme Baerdler
"Ihere's bldod on she fTowr” Joja cant. 1 et iy
trach feam the bathraom
"We  deaned up the eickisd of Dlowd. Wi feoidfind
Quay' v if samieone had caeriod o leaking par of red ok
evalete off the wan dowastobrs Ko serobbed whale | owipnd
Fp. 32-33
Fhat was how Beattioe Achike, Kambili's mother hid ber miscarmsge  The childeen
felt Diud that they bt ¢ brash the bathroom and ather arcas stimed by the blood. Poo
children.  And when thewr mother retuened fow days tater, she spoke 1o ber oliddien s af
wits & travial matter, She seems very hypooritical, Here her
“Umie m,” she sid, hugging us "My childien, She wore the same white [shirl with
Ciod 1% fove witten an the Tront
*There wirs an accutant, the baby is pone,” she sand. 1. 34,
“there was an accident, “the baby 15 gone™ the kind of aceadent she neser, menbionssl
-
She pever complained to the appropriate gutharities, She never dil. Pechaps she knew if she
camplaned her role as a neck that tums the head whichever way she desires will become
very wharkng and blames will be apportionzd the way it shondd he
Fhough she never complnets and for whatever reasonis) shie pever did pat snatier
Bere und now, enc mny neser coase o wondes why 3 man will Choase 1o destroy Timsell by
cather deliberately destroying has cluldren (only two for that mutee, and bis wife. or by beang
foolish 1o the extent ol allawing the neck, his wife to manipulate hin i seli-destruct 1he way
dhe did 1 she wis the real probless, Perlups Fugens has oo exvise 1oe aecissding to Mukonm)
war Nggugs (2011) “the poit s that tosture frauostizes hoth the sienmn and the peepetintions
he perpetrator con chopse (o carvy on o denial, but tan conmes o1 i cost becamse it will ol
expression in violence directet snwards or ot those closest 1o the torture (p 268 Vs explams
why Eugai “was crying. . tcars streasming down his Gaee™ (p 1920 a8 be postees] the ot wange

on Kambili's feet” (p. 192).

WOMEN ALWAYS IN SELF-DESTRUCT

My huvivmod mosie tbe hevnd of e s, F o the en o
thod treany e hieand o Awsevrcae Dosesen iy (F6Vi

g
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The ahout quotation cited by Chiawerzn (1990} & an andacation of maltiarchies operting
caverily or otherwise behind a fagade or mask of d_lc highly crrtised patnarchy by femimis
propagandists.  Chostinnty coverly or otherwise Ilps in the sustenance of matriarchy. A
womun as the acck of & min decides on which way 5 tuen the bead. This s why Fogene
Achixe could be turmed away trom his father who though o tradiiomal sworstuppet, needs all
the case by Christian religious practice und o womion who wants o exclude her hushand's
farmily i order o enjay her Bsands wesith wirh her relegates. T a typicnl ATican scicty
Beatreee, selfish madam Beatrice would have spoken e bar husband 1 tike v of his Tathier
sl when he fails, summon him before the elders of the family. She aever i 1 Wt
e chiffevence botween boppers gadless beggers, Eugenc grves muncy cvery tay on the stects
and his father who believes in God but distike the Christion approach 1o reavhing thal Gl

Eupene through ignorance  and the selfish manipulation of Beatrice, and Bestrive due 10

selfishiess fails to understand, amd turn her husband that the supreme God says Bosse your

father and your mother so that your days may be loag, ¢ 1990)

Chunweza (1990) mast have heen very right whens he abserves 1o

X s SR fcos seanvdedd i moveed iio by froese. o

sertley chown e matage ey hand worker U Havioad

manvgenent, e grond preoccrpotion of wile pony

Ray ay ity peime objecrives:

fend fe Sewp the s peendonctive of  eooogh
woelth, csotus, power. fame, ol oax Wil sedishy
the e s oo gudiiions, wned

() fo: Kevp him froon veanming . henesy
ferevawingly she caplenis im = fpa6)

Perhaps ane could add until she kills him even when he 15 00 longer ssclul us Beatrice did to
Engene

I'his is why Chinwezu (1990) adds thas 10 achieve these s, a wafe beimgs all lay
skills in the manipulation, domesticstion and tuming of her hushind to s ber purpose 1n
the mt of managang men, rare is the male Caesar whe an witch the avermge gied o)
SvTnieen.

Grirdy feqam U Dy albservation e hirgesele oot i
Witly eheir arentees e ceirets, v dervng snibiction ritey i s
wacietier which xrifl pracvice them, e sveselr o that, In
puleerty, of vt befare, the average wied can sl
yimanan So ax o oreceive ay nfte whoterer s dieviees oo
ol expricinly askiop fov shees This SKill which sfve oy coh
to e aen ber nale slave, dewmestentes o omch beghes gk of
metagenial  cvall shasy  ovder-harking  preefecty.  vopnamy,

Do T NN | I L e e T
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J:(‘h\"'uh.;';;';;‘&:0}:";-.f-l.( overs (et ather "h’l.il_"'-f;i:" ' ;f—"i—;l;lf‘./< A
avee otfain, Aftee murciage, she Kooy e skl bl
thrangly celrosiior courses, aliar Marelios o NOYNIH NCKCHRT
whesever wanman MUK what, S theme iy seoous shug (ppea -0,

So there is 0o seall woman, No woman is small. No woman 5 maive, Lven the most
stupid femnle {waman] can skillfully manipulate and destroy the Cossars wad Napokeons ol
e world. Beatrice Fogene Achike could be said to aol anly have termed Bt lishand o
hersell that he becomes 5o isolatedd and peeds psychatheripne trentments, bul reputes et
Kurnbalvand Jaja to hating thewr father the way they dad. Thot Jaga condd tilk to bies fiher iy
bow, and the mother embraces bim withoat scolding him shows her ingenuty in ber utenmpt
1o launch her final oaslavght to kill the man, and put Jaja snother man i Jul See Jnj
unbecoming hehavior

“laga, you did net go o communion™ papa said quietly. almost o question

010 starest at the missal on the tble as though he were addrossinu it

I'he watler gives me had breath™

Estarsd ot Jupo, Had something come looso o his hewd”

A tTw proest keeps toaching my mouth ol it naescates me,” Jugn sanl He knew |
wis looking at ham, that my shocked eyes begged him Lo yeal lus mourth, bul he dist nol Josk
nine,

“I1 18 the hody of gur Lord.” Papn’s voice was low, very fow. Hix tace fooked swullen
mready, will pustipped rashes speead scross every inch, bBul it seermed o be swalling even
more,

“¥You can not stop receiving the body of our Lard. 1t 15 denth, you kiow (hat™
“Ihen | will die”, (Pp, 6-7;

Fhan Jiga could be hold envugh to rell the father that e wionly geefer 10 die thin 1o
obey him shows the degree of the posomng of the children's mind  Adichite s narrator, the
authar's mouth piece tells us that Jam dd no1 move, Papa Swayed from sale to side | stond al
the door, witching theor (p.7), No futher will be happy over such w subardinaton oo s
hair apparent. What would Papa, 0 min screwed beyond the nat coulid hold do 1han ta drink
"his tean quietly™ as Jaga knelt besides Mama, Mateened the Chunch bulletm be held into o
dustpan, and piaced a gagged coramic piece on 0" Careful, Mani, ur hose preces will el e~ 1 .
your Ningers,™ be smd. {PS)

Ever buman being. even the very core feminists in ther tenporary moments: of

sineness or rtionality will expect Mama 1o onder Laja ot oF her saghs e talking 10 Paga as if
]
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Papa was his shive. Rather than 0o this, she, Beateice, the mother oF i son St hind just abasad
his father, her husband gave the boy o Kuddas fur . well ncted scnpe Kambih the younge
sister could do nothing but recorl an she makes-us undesstaml 71 pulled @ o of the
cornrows undermedth my blagk church serf t make sure 1 was ol dreoming Why wens They
acting so narmal, Jaga and Mama, as if they dad nat know what nad pust happened ™™ (1I'8)

Kambih-could not understand, she expiains 1o 1 Coukl it be mue that she shd ngs
renlly understand that Adichic could say through ber vosce « Kamiuli - “And why wat Fapn
geiking bis tea guietly, a8 of Jopa bad pot tiked back 1o him,” (PS) s o actieve Ter n@in
thrust e the text - to showsase man as a ol ewl Fapa or Lagene could nol hing done
otherwise, He merely avouted stirnag the debras moa stapnant watee Bven Kambli he
nateator “slowly . tumed and headed upstiurs 1o change. out of my red sumdey dress,” (8]
she tells us.

Man! Mep are 10 bousewsves whit flies are 1o the wanton boys, They kil the Thes ot
will for game or for pleasure,  Clark (19953 sucomctiy corroberames the abes e thus

Wormen bave v cighit-me spocadd vegies ol £ know o

« they Besiow thee gites v whom they Hike. v their householdys

w5 they please, besag g ooe childeen the woy they deest it and

fo crown it alf, they dispure ecghies with theie marhee in Hir

embition M change v So whar special vight So ey wonr?
(P20

Clark above may seem too simplistic, yet it is the gospel truth about the ey ol the
montent, A ceiticnl anatyze of Adichie’s Purple Thibiscus will stiow il woman bawe na
specizl vight to demand for thoy have all the righis. They bostow 1hewr gilhs 1o wheever they
want, run the bouse andd therr husbands the way they want ol ensure that e e
generations are structired W maintaim the ordmance the way Hicy desire 4

Even Kambili the 1ifeen years voung marmtor a5 a NECK conld wom father Ay o
she desire

Sevrwe Joo freeixhid sy faear Dofewys el Aok voem
hock. She goave me o ved miveor ocatly beokee in fedfs see Foson
oy ew e <ivle in froctiony

Theak vou, It's mice, ™ 1§ saud
Shie reached vu 1o strengtéen a cornenn Mt G eof secd o I
straightened. A mon does wen fring w vaang giel o doees fvn
urilesy ke lavey the young wivd, | am fefling wie Ir doos por
hoppen. ™ she soid... A swoman in Dise weaggnn anih e Boy
kel sncler ber armpit il ol whieafe fosed of senndy gt
fefore fother Amadi come fo gk ae up

W W as e ae i berie resea |
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4 | ’M"f."._.ldu "L swid b favher Al ox we wolked te e
oo Mo Fod paed Meamo Joe so welf that st protesied, woakly
somid sunied whe vhawdd oy 1ok so for wielring the fue of Aol
Hewma's niece, (P233)

Father Amadi took Kambili 1o pliit e b aod paid Mama Joe, the woman wihys did
the platting very well that she protested that it wos 100 much, Though seni parsens muy e
it as ot of geverosity, 1t s very impedant for us o stare bere and now that o reverend
fither i3 00t supposed o behave hike that. Far him to suggest the plamiag o [ike  nanny
careicd her there, waited paticatly for ot to be done lenves much 10 be desingd 11 el
expliting that men could be tuemed arvund whicheser way women want

Father Amandi cime after Jajn had cut ug 1he chickes and Amuka hadd pon budfor i im o
plastic bag for the freezer. Aunty [fcoma smiled when Mther Ansadi 1old ber he was faking
me to get my haie dane. (P234U). That is the abilily of wossan o e men el whiche e
way they desire. Not even the elects like Fether Amach amd company are able to stand And
when every uming of the head has been completed, the phone delinitely will stan 6 rng and
it will ring fo.'\ i long tme. Al the el we find Mama Come

Into the fiviag room o yhowt wivife lator T wragppn e
caninully sedt acensy e et homg fow: expovion dee Daethonek
a lintle bock Bl abave her feft brvoss

“They did an awtopyy, " xive seid. “Ther oo fowd 1
ko in vour fotler's o She sunded  wx  Suugh
the poison v Papa sy tody way somethemg wo altd hod S
abonl, something wo bod pie (o there 1o S s e v it
Wt @ane o the book Irood whene peogile bal Sacon eees fin
chlidven tar i

For @ fong. siteny monwen § ool 1hink wf notlong M
e swees Mepeh, 1wy Mlank.

W cleed Ve prost S am Bix b ) axked Maoner, vexons.
My voice was fowd. | wox almost sercaming, =~ Whe in oy dewe?”

Bur Mama did not amywere. Not even whon | xtood
e shook her noiil Jogo vamked me gy, Nt cven sben Joja
weapped his uemy wrownd me and toemed to ineluele ber Tl i
moved anxy.

The policemen vame & few Smnes fadey They seud
warrted dr vk some gestiony. Sumebody ar St Aoy Novpiea!
fcad @@ copv of 1w aidopsy vepnaet with e Jeqo died i woi
Jere their guestians; he told them he had wed vat prodsion, ke
he pne ixin Papn s nea They aftised fiime te chogze By olint
Icforve they tood i ovven, (Pp2S3-2N90

M. Jegar Tiken father Jike yon. Thev took ba Jo gl
while hix fother hadd gome (o eternod v

AL asbartreatl o s e
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Poisoe”  § apd Mama fgftered 1 soriggnoe, aond Gion wen)
Noehevhine tht ria

1ler 1

1o thre windones sl prociredd the e ik

fomvwes were shist tom hees e vai Joam splashing
fronse. Hee movementy were colnr o xlow. IVhen she ypoke
frer vunce wan JINT N e and Mluw

“Sravted pting she poison i s tea before | cane ta
NvaekRer- Nixiz o 308 from e e ascle i 0 povwesfel witedy
dhoctor (/':.V.H

Ihis s how things are chimaxed, The sunipis have been poriecely avted. Waomen
femimsm amt Christianivy. Where s the wisdom in it fog o wornn, thwe Fiese ad only likly of
u business morgis: o sllow o mere bouse girl who & oot privilesed (0 ey the beaaly of
first class marrge to destroy her crown. Here, we see Sisi, o womin, helping o 1cHow
woman to destroy her coown permanently Whom dicd they use”? Another Adam’™s son.Sise's
uncle, a powerful witeh doctor

I women must Kl for whatever reasonis) that seeads) plausable do theny, then, th
words of Mcje Mwang: (1977) must be obeyed by them. Acconding 1o Mwing)

- Dhays i vt of me
Life poes fram dnd to worse
Fen soun, very ek xoon,
Tiewne widl Teewd ane 10 the el
Fers wold, s b ot
Soel e e | e of v
!,‘ 1008 spenr (N? A S sy
I el et come fo on end
§ e ot B eied oof emie, Ui Wity
you have done with alf my frizeds,
I vou maxt KU owe
Do o fast
KILL ME QUICK
(Prefoce)

The waeds of the Kenyarmwriter Meza Mwanad (19775 above Bacosnes very relévant i
our attempt 1o end the persuit of self<destruct by the fomate specie. TN mest Be killed for
whatever wrong or perceved wrong they have done o miy do, there mieh be peed wodo thit
ot hirth rather than allow them & work trelessly 1o build what they pmiy aot be allowed o
enjay. And this will ereate o coloay of wamea, Nore will be there R thent 1o be “ainmble
helpess 10", What do will do?

Gireg Anderson 31995 ) argument will help us - man sad wons o e sl fiee the

challenge that sometines bwman may be smitionnl.
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I omey obwervationy, the poople whn b smeast speivsx
are thase wha, in spite of Waess, o olf thev oo ta Joe for
Joday. These wree e ones Wwhi see Bl as complele evea ongh
it oy hove-some: healtle cholflenges Tl bove ook on
essenbandlv spiretinod decexomr to Jive o (p N7y

THE ONLY WAy
Fapwr xar dowa ar the bl ot pxveac sl foon tea St
Chiong seer set with Pink flowers an the edges T oocsted for fiae
to ank Japa and ing 2o fake o sep ax e always dad A Tove sip
he called it becase von shared the Jirle thirgs von foved wioh
the people vau laveed . Buot Poger diddn v xov anysbing oy )
wertchedd fum raive the cug ta fox lipy (p8)

Fermimsts have enticize Eugene Achike's behivour for being o sl boaer il aac
wivr abases his children 10 as much as we condemn beating one's wife, amil pertiaps onc's
ehildren, we still wishi 1o say that ¢hildren semetime aced corrective beatings which are
directed towards bringing discipling to Ihe homie.  TIis s owhy FEugene Tor st conld
call his daughter, Kambili amd son Jaa o sake thair ison) love ship as shown abose La's
behnviour 15 an altrant W the Tabers suthornity as the head of the house

.
You canoor dap seveivong M ol of owre Lond N
denth. vou know thal
Thea L will alie” Feae had dackencd Jagn 'y eves o
colows of coal tar, bt he fook Papo n the face nose Thes )
will dee. Popa™

Where i the Father thit would take such nonsense from his chilil, o son., o only son,
whom he loves. A oy pparent, Nooe. Not even the Fermmats, o they re uble (o throw
nway Seniment, even as women o n'lhcy were 1o bhegome men

ANl these allroris ook place belore the child’s mother  Aml nstend ol
repnmanding the son for- such stupid acts, clopped fae bim thas: Jaga kaelt Besiclos Mama,
flattered the churel Butletin he Jeld o o dustpan, and placed o mgged cenung peoss o it
“Chreful. Mama, or those preces will cut your logers.” he said (p R}

Lo typical Afcicon secicty this is very muach unucoeplandde. No o, oo i will ik
It Nol even "The Peaple’s Coart™  Even the narmatoe Kamibahi frovwns @0t 1 palled ot once
of the cornrows undecocath my black church scarl 1o make sure | was nol deearming. Why
were they aeting o normal, Jagn ad Mama, as if they did ool know whal had jast happened?
Poge 8

Thit's Kambili™s annoyance. No wommn in s trndional Afncan sociery will sit down
wad witeh her son msult her dear husband

swvastonacademivrosearal
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And the poor husband what will he do, than drink hes ear slowly aod leave the seene
Ansl why was. Papa drinking bis tea quietly as of Japa had aon just talk beck 1o hum?
(puge 81 The poor fiftcen years old giel, Kambali conld oot andeestand Ar o vross ol
twrned and headed apstairs ta change our of my red Sunday deess™ (p V)
’ In another perspective. when there 35 a problem between a mue and s wile, each

reperts the matter o his or her fumily and that of the-parents in baws. This 15 bevanse 4 990
does ety only the wife but her entire famaly,  The same wiln the waman. And i very
serious ceses, bott Bemilees will bring therr full weight on the offender — hustind or swily
And peace will be restored. This, we did nol see i Bugene Aghike's faenly  Bageny Gl
towards her family. Showcered love on them and hated his. And the wife acver bothess!

Can n man behave the way Engene did if the wife had co-operated sery well willy
Ban™ Thas o o mulli mulbon dollar guestion, To & every large extent, he conld lane belayed
difterently if the wife had a diffesem pesonahity. Hence Amaea (200 2) waens winers fhias:

Dan 1 make voveself the nogwioy tupe whether dating
Macried, G man oeedy @ woman Wi oon give fum proce at
: timey. Nogging dovy not selwe anything. prover amd fove !
SMoke voursell fim ta be aromnd. Lev the man ook forvand o
sewing vou, Mea wony o gind (W) whio cos eet e oS
L winen dhey ure down, Yoo Just lae 2o e g s ol
xtevagth o fia

Above, remains & very pood sbmonition for women  Nagping scares people. ur luved
ones away. I widens the ulready existing or perceved gaps. It s very destntive Who
knows, perhaps Boatnce nogs o lot.  Everything ahout ber, that will help ns poss salul
judgement an her hnd heen deliberntely avorded by Chumamanda Adichic, the Tesimnist wiong

Itis desturbing. Hence Buscapiia Leo warms

Lf Tike Jo ok v v aboet @ conoopt el sy 4
1 grever heal tee wie o W ix the corcepr of fengetlecrness, |
veally on concdrn aboe how sepvvoned we afl are, Exvesdbn
sevmss 10 by savolved (o wieet Schoweitzee ffbod abois so e
penrs ago wihen ke sold weew ol so o mock tosether e ceondy
and vet wif af oy are dyving of Toneliness (p225)

Eugene and the wite Beatrice, lived together. atrendad muss together, ate sopether
slepl together, had sex with each other, yet they “are dying of tonelingss™  Armadan
Malitar M* How (19501 must have boen very risht when he pasits that

Wikt by eeuriees! of she interaationed vamaiomi oo
vstinedd effoet to demasenlinize the verv conceyt of B
knowledge, 1o exomine sclentficolflv e pyvesolosical, ol

.
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pnd sediove all cdivend detoriminiam W "7’:')! mH ‘frmul ."'.;“""'l
undersirding by anere aned women of Mhe imeesncialodinesy
ond 10 wark for o verikdile remalysance of the celations betveen
wll b Beings  We ane movieg lovwardy e devamne o
arination (n eelations hetween ser amd wonen Ivab or i
funeet ciomd of prleces cof weark aond fedsore

This is what his 10 be done Efforts svist by peared towands “desteaying wyeivibing
that hinders the Tull comprehension by man and womaa of thear iferrelitedeess. and the
inevitnbility of such, m oeder 10 create the desaed peace and harmoeny necessary fae arowth
fulfillment and the full readization of hamuan poteatial 1 this shrt canhly joumey

Dr. Martin Luther King as ciwed by Terence Meculley (20023 the American
Ambassiudor 1o Nigerin i an article titled Marhin Luther King's Non-Violent Legacy
admomishes thus: 1 can never be what | ovght 1o be until you are what you ought to be You
can never de what vou ought 1o be until 1 am what | ought 10 b2 [p. 43). Notwe can be until
the other is what he or she ought to be. This is because iF husbund andd wile should naturally
supply one another’s deliviencies; and of the wile pertornis ber fonctions worthily <he may
even mitke haggel! the raling partner™ (p122}

15 it nal stapidity and zero fevel inelligence that conld mitke n wvmum whase sl
chitd is about seventeen (17) years old 10 el us 1 staned potting the peison ae s tea bolore
| came 1o Nsukka, Sise ot it For mel ber uncle i a powerful witch doctar™ (po 283 Wik on
carth should make a housewile whether decent or not to comsesconid so fow o desenss hes
marnage with her bouse gicl, and empltoys same 10 o and seance Toe e poson o kil he
kusbat for her. 8 mun who refused 10 kave a socond wite "o vou Know ow iy
motliers pushed their doughters at kim? Do you know how many asked ben to impregnale
e, even, dod 001 to bother paying of bride price’™ (p. 245) Madam Beatiwe askad us in
prasse of the husbend, she finally killed. She feels the man at death wonld have S2100 enough
money and estate for her to eajoy.

It is absw absand 10 find that neither Engene nor Bealrice, his wile conld undersaand
that “torture e zes bothy the victum and the perpetralor. Tl pespeiinton van chuxise 1o
carry on i deasal, but that comes a1 a cost bevause o will Hind expression in violeacy diecied
inwards or w1 those clasest to the tortarer” {p. 200 05 Mukoma Wi Ngage (200 1) would pun i

I vonglusion, | wstt W state that o 15 very nevessury for Bagene Acioke al his wile
Beatrice, ond the mass of hurnanity to rcalize hat Chstamity, amd feommm amd any viber

ideolomy whether i exsstenoe or yer 1o exsst. will only be ol gool i thate v i

WM IS IR ST S T
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rwoderation an the applicanen of such,  And that no mater ow benunind these wdeologies

. seem to us, they swill lead us 1o self~destruct it they undermimed vir roats In deed, Mancm
Ba sums the thrust of our argumeat pecloctly well in tlw fallowang stisemaent

My rellectiony determmne e aliatidde W I preniem s o)

.'l.{k' ! u'-'ul':l‘\t‘ I o ST Il R il ey I Wit e

C '
3 Wagpne i f’f\'lhé' wn et o cnerend ol U R
provsinded of e (novolle amf svoossas complensioie af
sraever oend weremon
i Luove, bnmperfoct ax @0 may be in e vontent
| capresion, rennany The noatarad link hotvween hese o I
{12 58)

What the Africen novel does o to exphicate this  mevitable aml  nocessany
complementaniy between the HEAD and the NECK. the Adiwms aml Eves of this workd,
beyond any reasonabie doubts, showing hosw stupsd 11 s far iy of hem 1o erpage i pus
vapable of self-destruct, Rather than anlhet any toem of pam on the other on their sirempis 1o
dosrsate and mampidote the other, they shoult stnve 10 waderstnd that whieh ey beliewy
iy for i 15 only i such nostate will they overeomie 1he mestikes of the post amd Bve ke trees
planted by The river side. 1t s when we have done this that the Afrcan novel, un imestimable
arhiter would have perform the msk of helping to awaken the conscience of the world 16 the
plight of the powerless in 0 wordd where muscles ol arms rather 1han molily seens (o
sesermine the Gite of ble™ Viel Wild 354, as Chanjerai Hove o Zomsbabwean write posited i

his noceplance speech Tor the Normas Awarnd.
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