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Law and Literature:
Why Airican Poetry Should Be Required
Reading for Law Schools

Abporherhe Friday” and T8 Peior Oghenaniofone "

Research has shown Ml apart from disciplines el as mass communication, sedicel
himanitivs, lnguistices and parforming arts (theator arts aid  moestc), the fleld of legeld
afurdivs alvey revpurires the kowseledge of fiterafore (poetryd fo aifais s abors avd shfeciives,
The sigailicance of sindying poeiny as a core requinement by legal practitoners and studeals
i% Bhesrelare ihe st of thiv sindy, dn view of s soume African poems bave beer carefully
sedectod hased on Breir thematic relovaoee fo fogal issoes qualifatively analyzed. The

Frevdian pyyclioaralyiic theorotical approach is a it hinges ar (he onderdying
factors responsible for actieis. hoogbis and feelings of vharacters iy Hborary works,
The strdy finds thad African pavely doer sxamine b f relate to legal siudies sech as
wtrie- puneffciad deilfivags, fofiestice, fodicie] s veladion, s s dile st o,
orimd apnd pratvhmess, exploifation and &0 on, T Knowiedge of thess (ematie

prooceupations would help legal prmwd‘g and siudents o the aoalysis of legal
deciinnstls, perviasive ArguineniE dr.u‘u!@ applications, lagival preseatalion ef facis,
jndgment delivery and other ,r'um.u@.,

"

\
Introduction ?

Every society has its calture which defines the lilestybe o its people. It is the
responsibility of the members of the communities 6 obseree, rellod on and promoie
thix variows aspedds of their cultural héntage and alie trangmitl them o sareessive
gnnmrations. The alemants of culture such as clething, cocapations; traditions. batiod

sysiems, festivals and religious preactcoss haviee o be presierved, appreciated amd
promoted throdgh the indigenous langaage of the people.

Scholarshave noted that Enguage 8 s medium ol communication in eveny sooety.
it is the means of expressing thoughts, feelings, colture, indigenous knowledgo and
practices of & particular groop of people The lileratum of 2 spety 18 alun expressed

Semie Lecurer Depatmem of Languoges (Bsglisn)  Usiversity of Delie Agbar,  Sigeria
C-mail  Inday akpocie e i i) sdic )

' keoarer, Depammend of  Laoguages ([Emglishi, Uniweoaty ol Delts, Agoon Superie
E-mail  paebossidlifiumisd ol gl ayg

=
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through language. Lee (2017, p. 147] noted: "Throwgh Hterature, we leam, express
pursedves, find meaning inour lives, and hisal marwounds. Literatire stimu lates peoples
brmins. I8 inspires us o imaqne a lovely futare filled with periect civilizations and
haman faimess.” In advancing his submession, the scholar stales: “In componson, the
fwwr's responaibilbity is B reguelale human comcduc, te prenabies thoss who disobey (the
rules and regquiations. People will remember the penabty snd_ &8s o result, will adhenns
to the requilations. As a resulf, it aspires o mainfain society's securily *, The laws that
guvert avery saciety are enacted and al=o interpreted osing language, whilo Hteratuame
aids in their transmission and documeniation,

Literaturn has three major genres, viz, prose, drama and postry, Howewver, our
focus in this study shall e speci keally on poetry, Poebry, like languadge, can be mmploged
to-stimilate emotions and psyche of people carmy oot reforms, promote pustice and fair
play, condemn seoefal laws and weakoesses, and masintain law and orders Accardinng
to Olapbea (2002, p. 12, “Law in Alncan society is never defined in oo vacuim [
mmrﬂy]:uh o Ehe govwen af cakhne wikh albmates plarl'nrmpnr_'e.'l'hm 15 whlr' forengn
invastagators vsually mn into the problom of levating o oo bualizing the fondamaontal
knot of the African legal culture,” 1o view of the a % ciistoms aid tradition af
people must be taken into account while dratting n@m ek, becsuse culbune s
Ehis ivdesriying principle of customan: laws "Q al Almcan sociefies,

Afncan v ongmated from the cultaral ; Fraciices and normns transmitiod
from ondé generaticn W anothen Thialr plm.@;u! prcimoiing peeace, justices and eguiby
within family wmits, nelghbsorhom] an punities at larepe s atiributed W thoir
coiscuus awarenessof the Afnoan | e and knowledge Al these are embedded
in peetic lorms and conveyed thro et readers. Every ethnic group has iis
e culbture and legal system, For . elhaic nationalities across Alnica—including
the Zulu-Khess in South Al wie and Akan in Chane: the Kikuyu in $enya;
and the Yorobs, [ho, Hausa, Ulgobn, Law, Efik [hibio and Ighira, among othes o
Migensg—have their vanous sysiems whichare peculiar to thair people, By implication,
the adminsiranon of justics s purposely coeated by societies to curtail the excesses of
cheswlinls 1 o Ues as portrayes] O sime soely

The stody by Richman (10997) reveals that “a commuanity formed agoinst o backogroursd
thish ¥ in essence a anrmative natural order will have a moral balanee: that balanme
will b disturbed by the intrasion of ‘'unnatecal’, or artificial, non-retional policies
imposed” [p. 668}, The poets o iheir skilliul manner can tmaginatively and aristically
cteale evetnts, ideas, objects, meftal pictures and scenardos out of their personal
inspirations and ingenuity. Asa, with figurarive lanoguaipes, they present Alrcan culiures,
conflictual situations and legal processes and admintstration of justhoe system in
commiunities. Therelore, the aim ol this study is o examine the infedace between
Iterature (postryl and legal studies in the confines of Afncan traditional societies.
Apart from the foregoing, the paper wall specificslly sachuove the following objectivis:

i T LUV Law ®eaew, Vol 12, Mo, 08, $E2



to examine the interdace between poetry and legal studies; poetry and legal ssues;
poetry, languane and legal practice: poetry and writi ng of legal docy ments: and, analyss
of African pasetry in rolation fo begel sulbject.

Methodology

In thisstudy, some Alfcan poems wers purposively selected based on their thematse
presceupations in refation to legal studies. Scholarly materials that are relevant fo the
alm and objectives of this study were consalted and used to substantiate arguments in
e dsconrse. Five poarns wiene selocted: Kwesi Brew's "The Executioner's Doeam”,
Wole Soyvinka’s "Procesgion 1 - Hangimg Day”, Moimmo Bazsey's "Facal Marks (Foss
Patreidl Erz]” and *That [= 'Wh‘}' Wi A S0 Pone”, and Hh‘l Osnpdare's "Sile Chase”,
Tho chosen peems contain central themss such as rituals of murdet, expicitation,
imjustice, cima and punishment, megquallty, cppression, and soon, Since the dale e
non-numerncal, they arm qualitatively analyzed using both desenpive gnd analyiiegl
mettods.

Thearetical Framework

The paychoanalytic theoretical approach of Signm
as i hinges on the undedying lactors respo
fictional characters, Psychosnalytic theory oe cfiticigm enables us * o undestand humean
barhavior and also to study Hierstune o wode human refatinnship at conscios,
subeonsnous and unconsciogs leyvel H'hu%, 1016, p. 34), The Hindings of Ritamani
{2014, p. 13| show that the utilization u@:'hﬂdmlmr' “Theory bs uselul because (@
helps us o understand the naturo n mind.” This assertion 15 affirmed by the
wiew shared by Al-Dmour (2019, ﬁ i “litorature builds on Freud's theories of

wits adopted 1o this iy
pns, thoughts and foglings of

pycholoy which helps readems interpret literary texis” The siady of Devarmdag
{2009, 3. 43BF alko revoals %ﬂil‘i:l} approach can be applied o "the study of
chamcters and thesr actons i s Berory text, and ot the same tme [12] provides us with
a thorough understanding of ihe nature ol man in geseral " Though eames and condicrs
cannot ke completely eradicated [Pom soclety because of the seltigh, primitive and
instinciual drives of the personality, the application of knowledge obtained from the
stuchy of poetry will help legal experts and studsnts to stter understand and anabye
thi canses of crimes and conflicts { Hossain, 2007, p. 431

in advancing the relevance of this theory (o liefary works, Hamidroza (2012,
p. 49} established thak this crifical theory is applied "to a text (o comprehend the
hidden mobvalion, repressed desires, and wishes of either the awthor or the charactens
hat the text prisents.” In the opinjon of Anugreh (2021, p 110, it entads the eritical
investigation of human psychologicadl fiandtiens and ehavios, The schelar affirmed
that Freud's underanding of the mind i« based om the methods of mierpretation,
inteaspection, and redolving subeonscious conflicts, mental lensions, and other paychoc
disomders

Law wenl Llieradiain Wiy Adeiiad Femlry Shoudd Se fes)uisid Reaidiny ¥
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The Interface Between Poetry and Legal Studies

Literature is a vitol aspect of legal studies beoause of its immeasurabde contribmution to
the understanding of principles and values by leamers and practitioners of Law, First,
11 helps o aild the mental ety of legal students and experts. Studving literature
improves the critical thinking and inguisitive minds geared towards the acquisition of
marne knowledde for the ransiormation of society. [n the course of analyzing letary
tets sich as the poems, learmers arc exposed to certain lacts and develop the abiliby
tonterrogate and vahdate such assumpdions, caltural practices and facts. Bilon (20040
P 1430 cites in his stindy Foley and Robbdng (2000 ) who observed: "Students have yel
fo lewrn Bow tosepamie legelly signilicant Tacts Trom logal arguments, Corsideratso
taw and hterature scholarship sucgoest that thie skills of persuasive fact writing can be
Teshrmiend ggivien EppropiiEie instruction i the legel winting classmoom. ™ Les (2017] defines
law as "o particular rule or collection of regulstions binding on the members of &
community." Provisions of lews esacted by lsgislatures such as constifutions, rules
adopied by adminisirative bodios, and ordinances made by municipatities, are all

examples of law" [cibed in Kazem, 20220, %

Latw sl ps to regpudate human cofduct and relati society, Similady, iterany
works provide reasons for the behavionl patts 5, perceptions and Thinking
process, [T qives an explanation for dysfunct hits and maladaptive ehaviors
of peaple within family omits, organizabion an ety aft lange. Tnafirming the ke,
Drribopgy (1 G248, p. 65] positsthat law is "ma%ﬂlmnﬂuul that regulates tho behaviar
of individuals in the community," Ther vatudying Htomry works will greatly aid
potential lawyers to understand th i reasons and motivations behind s
conduets of certain characters ag o 1 the porms chosen for this stady,

Literature i3 essental lor itu@ and practitioners of law becaiige bedh logal
interpraiation and literary dation apply analytical methods and logical
proentations of id eas, reas d anguments, especially inargqumentitive poems,
According bo Duotin (20607, p. 88), “Literature is not geeormed by a separate body of Law,
Trpsteradd, thoere is a slew of laws governing literature, some statutory, some judicially
enacted, some conminal, some civil. Defanmaton, copymght, and liws outlawing obsoemity
and blasphemy all have different restrictions and cverdap on literary moovation.” Legal
characters are thus made toreason o a pattemed and Logicatly tailored manner, They
ale gl{u:rl'l'llt-u:l as to b to sk thed s, corrabnrate the Tacts oo e texts and also
eonvinee ligteners beyond reasomable doubt They oftan maks refersnces te relevant
poetry fines to jostify their points and anguments; and demonstrate thaar oratoncal
sRElls during jucdical procsedings in the law court. [n essonce, an ad judicatoe er legal
counsal musi be arthieulale and persuasive in communicating

The charactors raatod [0 podims ot feddiers b madghne can influenee legal stedents
and Pn'.ll.-.ti'l:lnrmr: in 1I'||'-Hu:n:lhr' 'I"'hrm.ul'[h tham, pi_:u;lp'li:,l berame aware ol certain crimss
committed, the offects, judicial process and punishments admunstored to offendaers

& T IUTF Law Moeyies, Vol 132, Moo 3, 2003



Olacbs (2002, p. 31) reveals thal there s a clear “difference 1 the judioal processes
and made of prorashment in varions caltores, This o omportant becaase I enabilies s o
further emphasize the peculbarities ol law in caltural contemts: Judicial procosses differ
from culture $o culture. The cath sysbem; for instance, features promunently in Akan
Jualicial proess.” This process culs doross many culbures by Nigeria, especially aming
the Yoruba, Uirhobks, Daw, 1soko ail 56 on, and as the scholar also observes, the
“punishment meted out to law brea kers also differs fmm one culture toanother. Although
in Afnran jurisprudence thare is no watertight distinction betwesn civil and criminal
law, pifenders are appropriately punished. The degree of punishment deponds largely
an the pravity of the offenze " s worthy of note that language = like a paint brosh in
the hands of creative and amistic wrl s, Lawyens who bave profound knme ledoge and
good mastory of figuraiive languare skills will have an edge ovor those without in-
dupth knowledge, They must possess oratory skills 1o apply facts o arguments in
drder o convince the listeners duning legal proceedings,

Studying peetry will expose potential lawyers tothe cusfoms and culbural prachees
ul praploas could Be found in tradidonal poems. Inocer ratig e foregoling, Olaoha
(202, . 11] states that culture inchades “the exis a legal syatem which 1=
handamental to the maintenanoe of peace and ha thiat bife will bee mieaning Ml
and worth living, [n an atmosphere of conoor § prevalls and developmeant
biecomes an achicvable goal Certainly, ins atmosphere, freedom and eguity
will predominate”  Hased on this submissign, agh artistic works such as poems,
peopie will understand the diverse bolief ms ol variows ethnde groups and how to
tackle societal challenges that relate t e eruity and fair play, and defenze of
elierts in Ehe law ot Also, jaoet s knowledge of Teamers on the subject of
cultural diversities stnce all cult fot tho samo, which poople miskt considar
when addressing customary ss cosple ol relovant pooms, thus, provide legal
dats for evperts aml mldmmwil! i lecpal stocdies, Throwagh this genne of literatune,
ra] Uraditions, beifeds, justics sysyem, conflicts, abominable acts and soon are broug it
ta the fops, Sometimes, the mechanism for the maintenance of peace, law and
arderliness in African settings requires oxtrajudicial provesses which have been
established from time immemorial in the form of community courts, religious cults,
palzce courts, and special tribunals.

The study of poetry enhances the undorstanding of the saurces of certaim jaws,
hevw Thivy dne applied. and the checks on the powers of rulers, taking a cue from
melevant poems, Lows are onqpnally created from the cultures of vanows ethnic
nationalities. Byery culture presents norms, values, reguiations, custorns, beliefs,
praciices amd pereeptions which ane tmnsmitted verbally 1o successive genembion.
For instance, thi issees of inhertance, land dwnership, property, Tunecal armangements
and rituals, marnage mites, and g0 on form parts of customary laws in Migens. They
have boen gondrally accopted by tho people from time immemonal. ln cormb-rrating
the abowve, Chaa (2011) affirmed that ®custemary laws are leal in nature and jurisdiction

Law mid Liwratuse: Why Alncsn Poetry Should Be Reguoned Boading ik
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ovierr sueh lovwrs and the institutions that administer them were histoncally ascertained
on the basis ol membership in a group” (cited in The Law Libiary of Congress, 200355

Iry seduimsie iberary works, the ligga! procisses of sooaty atid the role ol the adjodicatom
are caplured and the legal experts must present their facts in a logical and reasonalble
pattern acoording tothe traditional poetry and culture, Poets psychologically reflect on
thedr cultiral beliels and practices which form a part of the law in soceety [f helps
leamers or legal experts distinguish between different cultures becauss there ans
numernus culhores arross the world, and among these, some enenuradge sham practoes.
It alses enabies legal students to differentiate betwesn legally acceptable culneral
practices amd those that contravens the Migenan Constitutien. The study by Varkelst
[ 1548) revealied that “faw .. must be expressive of the value system of the sociaty it
seeks o servie” The scholar explains further by stating,

Cuslomary Tow, which wos generoted by the Aifricon society angd which
evedoperd within i, is fusi tho! pe of cepues fons; i reflecis the culfuro)
ard socictol patterns of (he populoation to witich if applies. This i el the
cose with loreign law The imposition af a hrl:iﬂN;gnf ayaier may reail
either in foifume of the low fo reoeive oo d enforcoirment, of in
wnnecessany wred ool wrenching of vial fobrc ol the socety
conperned, This i bein mghl lead eith ndemuining of te authorty
af the low ar to the dismuplion of sociegy (B

The almowve submission alfirms the lact Lﬁ; udlirmary laws are the prasducts of the
comamunities, and in drafting such laws, tom and traditions of the subjects muast
be proritized, othonvise they cann arced effectvely, Laws that are alien th
traditional people can réesutt in an e economic retresgreassion,

Poetry and Legal [ssu \)

Spwpral poems lnmis on ssues B cnmes and administrabion of pestice In relation o
legal studies, poetry enlightens legal exports and students on the fect that human
sacnfices nfual killings and brotality are unscceptable in o avilized soctety. This s
demomstisted 0 seoe poems ey pecially, Ewesl Brew's "The Bxecotiene: s Dieam”,
Wole Soyinka's "Procession 1 - Hanging DPay”, Mivi Osundare’s *Sule Chase,” and so
an, There are also poehic fomms that intemogete the subject of exploitation of the peasants,
the downirodden and the masses by e capitalisty or the bourgesdsie in African society,
Such poerns acqguaint the students and legal professionals with issues such as
eypdodtation and odber selated probilems o Advican comemiin e as conld beeeggperonced
elsewhere, Instances of poemis that examine this subpect matter include Miyl Csundare's
"They Too Arethe Barth” and Jack Mapanje's "When the Camival Finally Ends™.

Foets prosant certain oo principles and values peeded in the Society in their
pesamis @nd these include juistic, nqu‘il']n freadorn, ordec and so o All these am
found in iteratur, specifically in the poetry genee, Clanfying the concept of Literatun

n Thr TUTP Lavwy Foavielurssy, Wl 03 S O 20232



in relation to this purpoese, Lee (2017, @ 147] states: A collechion of wntten works s
referred to as literature The term has long Been used o describe visipnany works of
anLr}'d:Hd oS thaf are churmrterzed by the writers' aime as well as the Fq,ln'nwel;l
athotic podection of their execution, Literature in & moans of oxpressing one’s thoughts
and leelings, " As regarnds the lundamental human cighis of cibizens, s revolving
round burnan rights, abuses, assdull, Battery, elc. are prodominant i seme pooens,
especially from societies where there 15 high level of insecunty and impunity, Legal
experts and students should be able to ldentily the poems that contain any of the
above Themes during textual analysis and also apply the knowlbedge and wissdom
derived from them during pudicial discourse Instances of Afncan poems that present
this aubject of human mghts vielation are Tarnore Ofaide’s Seon Ol Wakes 114", Waole
Soyinka’s "Precession [ - Hanging Day™, and Oswald Mbuyiscnd Miehall's '
Abandomed Bundle", “Nightlall in Sowelo™ and “Jusls Passerby ", and soon

While the rights of citizens must be protected in evory socioty, overy adjudicator
should endeavor o discharge his or herfawiul duties without fear or lavor and within
the ambit of the law. In consonsnoe with this submissiof, Bazem (2023 p. 144) siatexs
that “lawmeakers' vanous legisiation, attorneys' el
itk the listener’ thoughts, and the judges” rat
sdgnificant literary compoment that cannot
people can result in the infnngement of t
breakdown ol law and order Unacreptabile
norms. vilues and standards sometlmes
wirilers who are determined o recons
and hehawviors of citizens often oo

oty Phat creato a tals
rdicts or mulings all have a
hie maladapiive belavioms of
ghts, especially where there s a
that are at variance with socwetal
thesubjet matter of poetry. Adrcan
e society and tackis unhalpful thowghts
o b expaeds thett ot ] fesslings.
Poems present regulatery mechan 1t are accoptable, flexible and unwritten in
commurities, However, thore gs funifearmity in customary laws becawse of the
diverse custoims dnd tra hoare peculiar ethnie groupsin Migeris

Poerry enatdes people fo think deeply and imaginatively in order to find solubons
to personal and societal challenges. Alep the Imagmative power of possts helps o
ghapiog the lves of people in the secety. Instances include Wole Soyinks's ‘Snimestic
Spell” and “Post Mortem”, Okinka Launko's “End of the War®, John Pepper Clark-
Bekpdoremp's "The Casvalties”™, “Might Ram™ and so an. All posms are works af
imadyination and o the hornzonof legal prefessionals and students shall be brogd ened
with the creative ingeowity shown by the poets.

Foetry analysis regquires oritical thinking whoch aids legal sxperts and studenis in
thedr pivlession. In afliiming this view, Brailhveatie | 1986) submits, Al judges know
Iroen exprerience of Uhis integral reletion betwesen th nkineg about whar sl b be deciced
and deciding what they have been thinking about,” Braithwalte furmher staies

A judpe who decides withoul thinking, withowl deliberating (lor whbeveés
length of N the circumgsiances permdl, ond hal semeliohes 8 ol very
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metchi), crvtids tpuslice andy by chamee, unless he hapypeens (o hove (oomed
the kindy of habis of Beowghl which help move bim, aeder pressone, owoed
rigphil oelinn {p. B11)

Literature, parficulady pootry, requires critical thinking and analytical approach o
izzumes which shall help despen the understanding of lagal decuments, carny ouf critical
cross-exarinabon of clients and armve at inal conclusions

Poetry, Language and Legal Practice

Languacpe iss mediuwm for commurieating idess, wuihs, meanings. and emolons during
legal discourse 11 can be dmployed by legal actors to present lacts, fealilles, commion
law principles and logical conclusions of arguments. In peetry, there are nomatives
that contain awkward language (defamiliarization) whech readers must endeavor 1o
decode and analyze lordeeper undestanding of underlying meanings. Chang (2009,
p. 72} lound that “the technigues of explanation. descrphon, readings and expression
illustrate the inbmate lunk bebween law and literature. This relationship s most chvious
im the ot that they beth employ words aned Fhefone. Bath eol lisct human tales
and expenicnces. They jusl represent the human wor %‘.HEHL‘E btk the fommal

lamguagge, " Tn sorroboraling the above viow, Kaz 2, p. 144) allirms thal “some
bnw priofessors have attempted o make legal = hterary by including namabve,
memaoir, anecdote, and fiction in their work ! states:

A Dbenary senaileility hos hesn nhnw‘&) help judlges wrile befier fudgnients
crnd Qb s exipleln (el g nere-effeciively. The lilerary criic's
cloge crffemion B fhe lext o5 fo the cloxe olfenlion of judges oned
fawyer o their wrilimps. B e ia offen subject in fegol reguloifnng
darder swch headings as cu@ wvindotion, defamation, and abEcenity

Adiithesr aspect ol ldanguas r cannol b gnoved o relation b legal siudy is
ke Mepiarativie labguadno oF poetic®devices em ploved by writers. These devices incluce
simile, metaphor, euphemism, hyperbole, personification, paradex, metonymy,
synecdoche, oxymoron, alluskon, and so om Legal sfudies requine The masiery
bogurative expressions by practtioners and students who want (o pursas & career in
thie Held of law They should be conversant with the beral and literary meanonogs of
expressions containing & large number ol fiquns of speoch and Hterany terms in general,
Their practice and competecnce in lorary apalysis will also hels in impréving their
crganizaion of thowghts and deas, logeeal reasoning, and presentation of facts
e bediled 10 Uie artiste wiorky being interpretisd,

Poetry and Writing of Legal Documents

Wiritimg bsa prosduetive skl that legal charaetermn smploy in e ueication to a presiding
judges in the courd of law and among their learned colléagues in society. Todaes,
prosecution and defonso coinsels should be imeqinative and creatively wrile down
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their facts and ideas, apart [rom possessing the skill of omtory, This medium 15 as
important as the ol mediom of expression that reduines araterioal skilks and wisdeom,
Arcording to Milon (2020, po 142], "Writing remains 8 valuable skill in cortal n piodessions,
egpecially inlaw, where attorneys must compose briels, momoranda, and motions," This
kind al "adversaral " writing largely refiecs the coonsel™s ability o sort out facts and
Analyses ina menoer most favoralde 1o th= e limmt, Milon (2O At

Legal wating & often adversanal. The writer trying to persuode o judge or o
porned of frdges i uscolly representing one side of @ legal dispile or amofher
Im civil coses the client & sither the plaintilf or the defepdant; i cnmlno
commes; either the “state” or “govermment” (Le, the proseculisg deilonlyl or
the persen charged with o crime {olse called the deferdont) (p £43],

In preffterate societies, adjudicaters and conilict facilizators emlly express heds
views, cross-examing parties to disputes and make their udogments without
documentation. Howowor, tho roverseis the case in contemparary societes as presiding
judiges, defenss and prodgeculion counsels must wrile and state cleacly ther lacts and
dpplicatisns in written lorm, Thi= alliras thal act @ vemating lar a clent, sach
lawyes ie ohligated o state the focks and the faw m abdy Les thie cdisn, taking
care ot o misstate or misrepresent. The resull = B VETRIN Of PHALH M) ofke's
best foof lorward (Mikaa, 2020, p. 143), This & b vhewd that the study of poetey
helps in vocabulary bullding for both legalfpx and slodents, Several studics,
including that of Chang (2005, pp, 72=73)glound that “the vocabulary employed i
law, and any other kind of literary © wwation is very diverse, Two separate
terminologies ant nsed in law and 1) re. People's motivations, desites, and
sentlmenis sreall combined in one | Hwed product via liberature," The utilitarkin
functions of poetry bosed on the o submission cannot-be cveremphasized, Tho
studdy and critical analysisof will help legal practitismers and studemnts
a ffresal disal in Che dioa of Yoo develupamasnd.

Legal Poetry: Analysis

In this stiady, we regand the poetic lorms that are related 1o legal studies as Legal
Foetry and so the sebected literany texts shall be analyeed thematically in ocder to
know hivw they addmss legal issues and improwve the nowledns and communloation
skills ol practitioners and students of Taw,

Every African traditional socieny has norms, rulés and regulations which members
must abide by Thess are unwritten laws meant fo check misconducts such as thelt
rinpaer, mrcder, adultery, violent acts, oppression and debumanizstion. They are regonded
as customary fss which are vetbally translerred from one generation to another Simce
mist peopio in traditional communitieas are not educated, they psychologically reflect
on the laws and their effects which of course have become part &and parcel of them
Theraipre, the laws which are the codes of conduct and ethical standards of the paosgle
are retainad 10 thiar anconscioos mind which is the storebouse or pesychie reserveir
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The customary laws of the Africans are often derived from their culiure, belel systems,
rituale, religious practices and so on. This the respansibility ol elders tn sdurate their
chikdren and wards about societal niles, norms and ethics. They adminasher s pghio il
pumnshments wooindwviduals who violate or go controary to the customary lewwsol the
Eamd. It s against this background that Afncan literany giants in their vanos genres
present thematio prepocupations that relate o legal discigline, specifically custoinary
larws in thear works,

Crime and Punishment

Migeria still has death penalty, and a convicted criminal ean bes sentenced Te death Ly
a prisiding judge ina competent court of lnw, Tn some socketies, the dealh sentenfe g
carried out thrpugh hanging, firing squad, lethal injections, stoning, electrooution ar
drowning, to menthse & few ALl iese are painbul and croel methods of executiog
They ate pdministered acvomiing to the casiom and tredition of the people of o perti ool
society where such cimes or offesses are commilted. Howeves, [here are alternative
punishments such as banishments, payment of compensations and corporal
punishments like flogging, hard labor sweeping of : places, and so on.

Im Kwesi Brow's "Thwe Exccutbones™s Dream”, the rsona captures the practice
of capitsl punshment for people who commit i warrant doath ponalty im
traditional Alrican societies, 10 s the duty o s Recutioner o carry set any dedath
snlenee pronounced against anyone by the after customary judicial pross
He is perceived a5 a bloadthimsty and cmeﬁld a - gruesasme murderes,

Though the sxecubioner discharg
hiunted by the ghost of one of the

ssignod duty as instructed, e b belng
of bis practice, allerng him an agly eye as
a gift "1 dreamt I saw an eye, a eye, / In your hands, / Clittering, wet and
sickening f Like o dull onyxset | it ol thorns” [Lines 1-4|, The spoaker wiie is
mercibess, hard-heared anid %mmmr hiss bernme termbed. mentalhy torored
and pathotically Wmid after expMrencing several nightmares and hallucindtions, Hao
identifies that the presenter of the hormtle gift is a ghost: “1 did not know you were
dnac AW hen you dropped iTin my lap (Lines 5-6).° The ghost recounts the griesoeme
acts the execulioner perpetoated in the past thus

Wilkid feorrors af MURET Soec e

Hiove you seen, execuionery

Whal agonies of Moruned men

Who sod through nigles and mlghisof poalnd

Tunguee-tied by the wicked sapmog

Crnrrngh ol von wilh Fal [splonng svesf (Lines 7-13)

Althiuagh “sappar” s an instrument used for captives of war slaves and criminals,
I this psem the executioner used i forvictims of ritoal practice m iraditionsd setting.
Augain, the ghost of the victim reveals theviobent and cros disprosituon of The egescul bonss
this:
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These while [ilves dossed their heads then

In the mon-gleoped ponms,

There was bounclng gaiety in the crisp chirping
(M the cricket in the undesgrowth,

At oa Pe son-boosts splintesd the winves

| s the nainbow L Wour eyes

And in the Hoah of yvour teeth. {Lines 13-19]

Stucies hove rovealed that the psychepathic personality disorders of poople ane
the reflections of their repressed expenences from childhood, They are sadistis and
cruel and lack empathy for sthers in the soctety. i the above lines of the poem, (hi
ghost reveals thak the exeroboner’s hornble acts are traceable (o hislove for bioodshed
and inhumanty o peaple tight fram his childhood, hence

An ek crysind shore,
{ i sifling hoersd dey hoone! meloncholy
A litte sunny chibd

Pleryiigy al marbies with husks of fallen siors; %
Heorrors wette your lowerz then;

The blood-bright bougainvilleas, OQ
They defighied you, [Lines Z0-26)

The speaker wonders as the merciless OTEET Frow Wiseps Decanuse d glhiost
olfers him a hornhe gt “Why do \rnunuwﬁ;.r And offer me this Bt gilt/ OF adull
enyx setin a crown thorns?" {Lines 27 £ executioner has demonstrated his
antisocial personalily traits as he el aid horrible acts o pleasant aod
lascinating things, as presented m‘ﬂ,g' e abave

The major Uhisma e preac il i poemn inchude capital punis hment, fuman
sacrifice, violence and bood + Bzath sontencs 15 given to people who commt
(rIEVOLS CTImMEs such as assassinhlion or murder in Alrican societies, and it is the duty

of the executioner 1o carry oul the task of execution, which is his job. However, capital
punishment is gradually being phased outof many societies today due to civilization,
Human sacrifice i5 prevalent in traditional settings as innocent people are murdored
for rituaks by religlous culis and ooult groups altor subjeciing therr vichims to sevems
bortre and dehomanization. The tefore, in the poem the execntloner s portrayed asa
vinlent, mean, and heartless professional who derves pleasure from oxecuting peoplo
condamned to death by the state

Wole Soyinka's “Procession 1 - Hangivg Day™ captures the ritual rites of passage
of five rondemned prisoners, thed rtorteoies movemient, payebe conlio, anslotiesand
the inhumamity being perpetuatid in Adrcan society, He lamenis the disagstroes praction
of death penalty by hangng, which he bolieves s traceable to colonialism bocause ol
the invelvement of the police and prison wanders. Soyinka was incarcemiod during
Bk Migpirian Cuovil Wer [1967-1970] for aboul Dwo pears and so b shares his personal
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experisnce through this poem. Dunmade {2017, p. LBZ }eites Tighe [ 1968, p. 186] whis
established that the “main problem in Soanka's W Shuttée in the Crypt' 15 that ol
creatinig & langraage for describing 25 months of solitary con neme il and sl i$sattendan
bormirs and dangers." The crtic concludes about the "procession” in the poem that
Soyinka despairs about not being able to say anything openly about the hangings
{p. 196), Unlawiul detention violates human rights of citizeas and the death penalties
passe] against criminals are being criticized across thae world today, [nlac, in soms
sowcieting, slforts hivve boon made o replace deati sentence with alternanve methods
ol paenlshrment lor serious olfonses

Thiz 1= a nlual poetry and 1 begins with the omotional disturhance ol the poot-
persones which s descrbed as restless, anxious, psychalogically tortared and fearfol
while insolitany confinement. Accomding (o Donmade {2017, p. 184, "Ritual postry is
a compleg poete ged e and cannet be simply defined as ‘that genre chametenzaed by
ritual eléments " The nabure of the poetry is inhemont in the charactes of ritual its=1f and
s Leechefine thegenire, one nesds to understand ritual as a subject.” In consonance with
ther Iorepoing, the poot-persona describes the procession, of the five prsoners on thear

“Hanging day. A hollow earth / Echoes [ootsteps of rave: procession | Walls in
sunspods ¢ Lean to shadows of the shomening mia ey 1-4). The prisonsds s
hanged on the day that appears endless and th ey started trom the “holloe
carth”, the cormdor thoy pass to tho “grave” of i The imaipe of the demaercatod

walls af the yand deacs whise thas Inmates o ryers and render some hymns o
fheshi Creator prenalily 10 fescue them or m:r_"{u:l-_'u seauls allesr ey Bave Deen Handged

It 15 unlortunate that the prsone ightened and even their disappearanoe
cannotha pxplained Inthe same sle cannot express thelr emotianal leelings
about the detainess vorbally, but th o this with theireyes: "Withdraw as all the
Irvang world/ Belie their ab cel of oyes™ (Limes 13-14}. Soyinka recounts tho
Tt ol Tiwie pirison inmales :‘!;ﬁﬂnu uph daid dow i the corelilor wotll ey airive a1
the gallows led by the warders ahd the police. He describes their preparation for the
ntual rites until their death, “Tread. Drop, Dread Drop, Dead” (Line 18] The poet
witnesses the procession (o the place of the riual rites by pieping and dlso being
apprehensive-of Being cawght by the warderssince heas abso on thesame "death motl =
His wards: "What may | tell you? Whit roveal? [/ [ who belore them poored unseon /
Wha dteesld tlﬂﬂrb&]ﬂﬂd ot Uhie winl resdeliern / 'U!I"Iﬂl.'-lﬂl I shsiiled fsl petinrn”™ (Line=s 18-
9. MEMLLgh e 1% nat A this P prisoners whis Fhm‘l:-n'pl.l!rr] i Yher mtnanl ORI,

be serves as 4 communicant. He compares himsellto a church memborwho wants s
receive the sacrament of the Holy Communion even though he did dio fike Chnat in
the Bikde. Fle never followed the prisorers o the gallows physieal by but his sonl migrated
thien ard retumod alter the ntual ol execotion, This spirtoal pempective of the poem
is caplured thios:

Thal § reowived Iam ¥ That |
Wheeled obove oand Bew Bemneolh (feem
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And browght them an thedr way
And came fs mire, even o the edge
O the unspeakalde encirelement?
Whint mery J el youw ol the fhee
Bell-rrgers on the wpes o chime
O silencef (Lines 23-30)

The poet descnbies the five prisoners who have been hanged as “Bell-ringers on
the popess 1o chimes /O silence” sand as " wielches® condeomned "to the gl riomph "
Healsp captures the deliberate conatmectian of high walls or the prisoners to remain
in darkness until their execunion day, They are " raised to stey & siege of darkneia”,
while the sounds. generated by the heavy boots of the warders-and the police are
cerrnpared o “looibel] Uyenders” |Lines 32-34). Symbollcally, the "shroods™ i "vanishing
to shrouds of sunlight®™ (Ling 335) represent death of thae fve condemmed prisomors,
just az the “sunlight” stands fur death, sadness instead of bappiness and warmth,
This is because the sxecutions of the detainges were camied sutduring the day,

Madualor (1587, p. 52} reveals that “Procession q[nngmq Eray™ is langely a

Tpolitical priscaes poetny ., bol the poet loments bis ppesghitgio help bis fellow-travelens
on the moad (o death who fell by the wayside " r further stales that “Tor The
i

fve Bandged men the rite i over Bl or e il eoatinuing” [[-51) Boinka
paychelogically reflects on thefate of the haﬁ{e%mnrm and his personal fate and
concludes by quistioning the ustion sys ol Migena that allows such groesoms
killing of peopke throagh this cruel and gmethod) " Let no man speak of justice,
guilt/ Far away, blood-stamed in thedir/ thovsands. handsthat damned” (Lines
36-38). The poem ends with the p mting dver his own loneliness, "Bub her,
alone the solitery desd” (Line 40). afined toa dark prison cell without hope of
being released but probakly murdered Hke the fve condemmned prisoners.
'fhepﬂﬂmueu!mﬂﬂiﬂjugergrﬁlzmu\'q a bollow earth, o pit, & siege ol darkoess and
confimement encirclement {Lingd 41-42). In response (o the practice of death penalty
in the poem, Dunmade (2007, 5. 186} cites Adekoya (2006, p, 120) wlio states that the
“poet indicts the purblind Nigenan judiciary that still keeps capital punishment in iis
law books and questions the practice of making condemned prisoners pass through
the torfuwous mohon of death several times before they ame lnally hamped.” In
retrospection, the execution of criminal offemlers in Migers was rampant durineg the
militany juntas with political opponents. journalists, human nohis actvists and other
freedom fluyhters unlawiulhy srvestied, iormred, samma iy tried and senlenced todeath

In soime sociefies, extrajudicial executions of killings are carfed out by mosthy
angry youth and elders without subpcting crime suspects Lo due process of the law,
Thaere are several cases ofspch unlawiol and barbane actsin our commumniEes today,
even thowgh the unwritten laws of the people approve of these methods of punisbments,
Extrajudicial killings are cormed oot when criminal offenders allegediyagreed (o have
commtied rrmes ol pey Ermason, J'|.|:|:|:|H'4;|-;|"'rI thott, armed mhherh 'htul-phi;lrn'!,r il
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murder, amang others. The knowladge of the above poetry and its critical analysis by
scholars will enhance the imagination and communication skills of legal experts and
leamiers.as the subject will trigger arguments over, the practice of death penalty and
other alternatives in the Migertian sociahy

Miyi Osundare's "Sule Chase" is one of the poems in hus collection titled, songs of
Hre Masketpdoce, published (n 1983, The poet porfrays o society where minor crimes
attract death penaity or extrajudicial murder, whereas griovoas criminal offenses
commilied by highly placisd citizens suchoas politicans, public servants, community
and religous leaders. among olhers. gre treated elthor with lear o fvar In the poem,
Sule, a petty thiel resolves to steal & loaf of hread trom & trader s stall due o hunger
Im an ideal society where there 15 law and order, this suspect showld be areested and
taken tooa cowurt of law to lace the changes. Howovern tho citizens that include both
professonals, cducated, peasants, artisans, and 5o on, clase Sule, catch o, and
eviniually lyoch im to-death.

Craundars, through his postey, faplures a sociely that bressds (njistios, exploibation,

deprivation, lawlessness, impovenshment and corruptfyn. which are responaible tor
the inoreasing crime rate and the prevatent junogle n most communities. The
poopin that chasa Sulein the poam are citizens of onable charactor

The chase starts in some shadowy sall

O frungry allernoa.

The mee gothers mare lege in pvery J'n{
Tailory with grranl scissom

Permseen with PENDHNG files D
Beormsters with dosly wigs

NEPA expeerts with fesed buibs ‘-...
Telephonisty i deoad he Q}

The daclor with coughing cope... fp. 16)

All these above citizens abandoned thear vanous responsibilities for a while n
chiase a potty theft. lmonleally, poliflelans, publie servants and comminity leaders who
loat public treasury are allowed to go scot-free, These peopbe prtepd to be umaware of
the fact that thelr cnminal ects have contimuoaly bed fo economic downlborn of the
coanirg. Io thee poee, Csundae lamongs over the high level of impuity, lawlessness,
ingerurity, abaence of fule of law, bresch of legal geocess and poor administration ol
criminal |ustice that chardgctiorized the Nigetan state. The analysis of the poemn il
goad kegal experts and stisdents to interoogabe the issues of injustice, impunity, and
extrajudicial Killings that charactenzed several spoeties 1o this 219 century, The poem
will undoubtedly add value to the study and practice of law,

il Politics and Exploilation

M nimmne Bagsey 1k a prolific Alncan pos whese litsra g works raise sesues ol fnjustios,
oll polites, exploitation, pmotest and uaderdevedopment in secioty. His pootry collechion
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titted We Thoought i Was Odf Bui [t Was Blood, published in 2002, contains, &mnong
othier poemy, "Facial Marks {Pogt-Petrol Era)", and if is dedicated to the peajiis ol
Mindo Ecuador and by extonsion o the peaplo of Nigoer Dedta of Migera, The paem
prosents environmental polluton, ecological degradaton and exploitation of the
Inhabitagts of the land whese coude ol was discovennd, exphored and cxportad withou
any positivie impact on the lives of the prople and socety. 1o the first stanza, the poet
presents the activities of spismographers who recruit some community members, bui
opan digcovery of oill, the peoplie ane allenated by the explorens and the inhabitants
bescopmnie stranguis—deprived. moarginalized and exploited by the oil-producing
COMTATIties

Feicigd marks help folks

Pick owi members of the clan
Envirmrumentol scars traoed

By gedsrme ines and legol boggers
Transnational eco-deveurens

Allerote us fram aur land

Ve crre stroinepers for o owie soll. (Lines 1-7|

It is sronical that the discovery ol crude
communities, & now a gource of sormow and T hesa are captured in the second
stanza, thus: "CHl ducts ) Tear ducts £ Odl pip od veins f Pipesof conflict / Ducs

of death [ Pigees o Blood" (Limses B-14) I the thind stansa of the possis, the phowl-
persona laments over the avils brought aiters wih connive with the "ol ls™

by peleasing some money Lo them a inflict pains and agonies on the people,

Priciial iviaehs Dbl ocr Jollin DN
They help s affroc and mﬂlﬁa show our atrergih

Brvimnméniod sooimes e miiaks
Forced, affen, wicked, hofef

Stove muarks, hellizh soares. .
Alienate us from aur langd

IOk, Wl dre Slntinns Bo our owr soll

osed 1o be a blessing lor

The multinational gil companies gparating in the Miger Delta sre smpowersd by
thie Migerian laws toexplore any area, and whers copde oil has been discoversd, the
land automatically belongs to the Federal Govemnment. Such areas are often set apart
by oil spillage, loss of agquatic lives and vegetation, sickness, air potlution, and
impoverishment of the inhabifants, to mention a lew In the fourth staneza, the poset
agitates Ior eollective struggle in order to rever the abnormality created by the
guvernment, Uandnstionals and cormupd leaders from the hodt comaunities. Without
mineing words the poet agitates strong by “Come together valiant souls ! Drve all evil
perpents from our land £ Sacred that s owe certh / Link those hands across the seas /
Let's block these ducts with our f Callectivie fists,” The poet-persona concludes the
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poem by informing the inhabitants of al-beanng lands aboul the impotance of the
pipelines that erisscrnoss thedr land and {he peed to collectively agitale Tor jugtioe and
tl'l'lp!‘vlwllﬂ.'f comnclltrons of l:|'|.r.|1'.||_1'. Hauo nnli.g-hlrm: tha poople thus: "Thess 'FipElﬁ- ol drearms
¢ O dedlars and sorrows and tears / Theso ducts burrow into our hears / These pipes
dry oiir lands ¢ Thess: pipes drain our soul: / These pipes steal our dreams.” In the
|:|l|.ru|:|:|.1J:|.e JUTRIERETVE l'r'mh-u.li.u (WAL AR u]J[.uJu:ilinnul LLC LR lJue-'!.l comnotes weeal b bl 'Elr|:|:||.:|
SOTTOWE Bl Tears, cause: anvilronmesnial I.lt'd‘.'l ratdalion dimd daeath of the inhabilans of
the all-producing lands

Thn et dec et the unsce suntable :Ipw.um:ll,'-hlp e coommu n'it'p Ioaders and protesis
agjairst the explofation of the inhabitants of eil-producing aress. He alsoexposes the
crimes committed by transnational corperations, and demands environmental justion,
accountability and economic development of the oil-rich aredas and by extension the
Miger Deltd region. In the poem, Moimme nostalgically reflects on severzl lssues that
call o1 ungent atiention of the Federa] Government of Migeria and the multinational
ol andd gas companies. They include ecological bastardization, envircnmental crsts;
perpetual slavery, poverty and underdevelopment, togreation a few. According 1o
Martinez (20002, p. 71, it is rronical that "Oil pipel servoas inclgenous lands,
protected arsas, sacred sites, and populated apreas” R inhabitants are suflenng.
Martines regrets that " Today, in the midst of fina sis, of povermmenis Blinded
by globalization, of transnatiisnals which goo day more powerlul, of companles
gluttest with cases of cormption, of millions of nt=who lookin the Morih forwhat
Iy dended Urem in the South, of the mostsesgus environmental crisis o histery " {p, 6]

The above submission will Mnnln@ o 4 debate among legal experts with a

wiew o finding a lasting selution Thallenges lacing the inhabilants of oil-
producing areds by
The Downtrodden and Rights

African poetry also locusos on (g mes pertaining to buman rights vislation, especially
amang e downtmodden in the society. In the poem, "That Is Why We Are So Poor®,
Npimmao Basgey impresses on the downtmodden, the poor and the oppressad the nead
to revelt against thoso who ame responsible for their hardship, The poot-porsona
addresses “Ricardo Mavamio™, who tepresents the underprnvileged in every socisty,
puinting out the rause of our peverty thos

W oire virry rich
Thaot i why we ame 5o poar

I watched your lips, Ricanda,
Ay [hese words el

Maore Mon bombs

A winke-np ool

Arize vaorlieenl pedpie

Aunl elalin your cwn

mn The [P Law Bisvimw, Vil 12, Mo, 05, HEX



The ped sees mass agitation & the way to ameliorate the suffenings and depnvations
of the masses, since their elected represontatives and pofitical feaders sequire wealth
and resources meant for the betterment of the people for their own sellishness and
acgrandizement. He calls for e redical and sesponsible s ppreach ewards tha liberabion
el their land and ressurces in order to lives meamnghul e

Wi aire viery rich
That i= why wo are so poor

It indesd those wiio oocupy

The stalely houzes of power

Are trudy like bananas

How preny Barenos e stmighl
That we may enfrus! with the tasi
OF apesrking for i, stending for psi

Wz dire wery mich

That i1 why we are 5o poar {p. b4l

M imem, in this poem, coodemns outnght tho %pn:muhr Mmasses in Lo
government al all levels, but peser considor § hits and wellbeing ol ther
constituente: There iz no doubt that “We-a x h" but our representatives anee
myopic, egecentnc, and insensitive tﬂwad]%anml wellare of the masses,; and
“That 15 why we ame so poor”™ Martinez . I 7 writes, "Nmimmo Bassey is an
urHrmmon posel, a comimitbed post who | is to be judged by ideas. by conduct,
by deeds. A poot who fights techno poetry and sadness with memory,” In

achvaneimg his subirmiskbian, Medin irve {hal B pimma's pooris ame @ celoheation
of the courage of the men and w‘n;&

4] !'ith: for their rights, for their commumities,
{on the envircmment, justice a ity, "Theu courapenas fight for their nghts is a
celebration of the diversiey of %m. the color of the earth, the diversity of seods, of
the life lorce which strsgeles 10 Mainialn tsell " (p, 7§

Conclusion

The study has shown that Alrican societies ate characterieed with legal issues which
are confainied in Adrican Eterary works, spocifically tho pnﬂ.nr. The writers may
crnsciously or anrenaciously interrogate subjects pertaining to legal discourse i their
prems which will beessential for lega) peodessionals. Themefore, studyimg-such posmes
will improve tho imaginative and argamentativo skills of practitioners and studonts of
Lo, 11 will enhanee their communication sinlls, method of cntical analysis, and factal
presentabion and critivism of prachces that viskate human nghts in e seciety &
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