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MISTORY ON STAGE: A STUDY OF NGUGT WA THIONG™O AND i';"lli(."F.I?.E GITIAE
, MAUGO™S THE TRIAL OF DEDAN KIMATIH

Eateeline Aupesiive (Mabafilin

Alsiraci

' Hislory provides a 1ot of domatic mmterinls.  The story of what had
aggrened i the past in amny sations coukd be inoginaively roorcated aned
re-emacted on sape. CThis i e primary fmctmn of histodcal doama, In
oihier wands, a Distccal donn concers eIl essenlially wath The re-
crenlion of o past cowdabeend e osweitlen histories,  Sevoal ol Adrica’s
Ristorice| past hnve hoeon nagimalsvcly pecreated on ginge. The stoey of e
staggle Tor the intal liboation of (he Kenyan people finm foreign
damination pnd oppression is a case in poinl. This Bistorica] past which has
Pedan Kinathi a5 the central Tero has become a very inporisnt play-fexl
wirlely denmatized m Kenya loday. This paper howoker, infeids o axamine
the seldionship belween history and drana as well & the robe of drama i
the business of reconstectag o ponple’s bistery, wsmg The Tolad of Bedap
Hineedlif as iHastialive fogl |

Feedroduetion .

History we kiow, is the study ol past cvents, especially socal, political and cconomic
development of & country or nation.  Tlisterical literatare on the ofher landl, 15 concerned with the
umaginative reereation of a people’s past.  Through historical lilerature we learn more ghoul those
piee powerlul aml despotic emperors and dictators like Mebuchadnezzar — the pompous Babylonian
eoperor, Julius Caesar — the Roman cmperor, Adolph Hitier — the phenomenal incubator of the
Sceond World War and Chaka - the Afvican Field Marshal,

similarly, the colonial amd pre-colonial cxperiences off Alrcims in the past have all Towned 2
place i lilerary play-texls dramalized world over. Examples of plays that deal with the pre-colomal
history are Kurrmni by Qla Rotion, the play on the same persanality ml events by Wale Ogunyem,
The ljape Wy Ogunyemi’s Kiviji about the events in anolher Yoruba Civil War which took place
afler the ljaye War, from [BT7 to 1REA, amd o play on an mcident m sixteenth cenlury Bini's hiﬁl"-'r__'r'n
Fmagwere by Evioma Ogicinaixi.  Examples of plays dealing with the eolonial and pre-colonial
history arc, fom Migeria, Gvercanoven Negbuisi by Ola Rolimi; rom Ghana, The Mighricr Sword
by Martin wosy and from Zambia, The Lands of Kazembe, These is also from Kenys, a very
wportant play by Micore Mugo and Mgupi Wa Thiong'o The Treial af’ [edan H’-‘m.-r.rhr'. which iz
comeermed with hersism of the Mg Man freedom Aghters of e Gtle, smd from Tanzania there is
Fimjekerile by Ehealim Hossein abost the Map Maje vpoising m Fnmganyika al the birn ol the GV,
The Toens of all These plays i oon e stiipgle willy the whiles, (e primary comcorn in s paper
hewerver, i wilh Tl Trial af Bedow Kimathi,

[edun Kimathi foupght for ihe Gobal Tibertmn of e Kinyan pregaie Tronne loreign 'l.|l!i'r|'l1l!::tllﬂll
and oppression. e did not aclieve this in his lifetine: the striggle continues and Kimathi is Ihﬁ:
Vegifiemate hern of the revolulion, Mg aml us colleague Migere Githae Mugo ave cu_l!.alm.rgllnd i
writing @ play with o mmber of spocilic porposes, As ite] by Killam Gy, €1980) The Teial of
Fhrafvoes Wovarrontfed ;

i 0 ‘mong of puise” for e foabe ol Teadershg and sesistianoe of iz nwsd
brillingt of the jemcrals of te independence stoaggle whe, aloag willy his
benilsers i arios, Eointalel nnd Me €15, For examiple sre nepgleciod, often

repadiated Deroes, i deods Tor the mosl past il kispwn by the present
prnciwliea of young Eemyaiib, {Rii)

The play i= an aliempt o resiore the characler of Kimsathi to s |1.'g.i‘!.i|'l'|-ﬂ|-|: place in Lhe history
of Kenys. Sceondly, the play establishes [he connection wilh the masses in the present struggle b:".
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i:';femfurdggmﬁnc hiveioeus -
- FERSECrling Eimathi s Values, pfore than this, e ;pla;; ) sell-tonseigys Assertion of the Part thai

literatyrg: shaouly Play in the fevalutiny. Frem the Melice of |he Play we learn the i'n]I-r.rwm_g;— '
We agrecd hot the mps iHmportang thing wag gy U5 10 reconstmg
|'|||:|1tirr=|f'-'-:!,1r UUE lisinry, EIVisioning thy WOrld of Mgy, Man ang Kimah;
Motz o ). Plasants”  ga00 vk epg Snmple  befype ey
COREtHulinn,] independenee The: play g M™H & repodticrion o the fazeig)
' “trfal™ gy Nyeri |y g Fatlser agy Wbging g recroatinn nig T et ol

e aciinn ol the Play lakeg hlace jn 5 Corlronm, on (he slreel oulgide tie Courthouse, qn in
@ jail cefj. Charges AEAINEL K e Taid at gy Aening ang become Leitmorify iy the play,
Feiteraiod g VIRCEN e 1 A% Kinmihi g silenitted o T trigls i the main mMevemen! of he phiy.
The dialogue belween Kimathi apy his accusers i, e couirtipgm, and the jai) “ells, ix balanced by a

Prison. e s pllgrs merge g fhe May's cloge where, wheh fiuaijmigem:ut i passed on Kimathi o
the close or the: Formg| triad, the regrge Allesp s jn 5 Tigtrative s elfccied ang the st of

The Firs Movemen: CONMVeYs (he temmigy s SrraLmeing Kimathi's :'nr.aru::nm!inn in Mycri apg
dramatizes glye Woman s MEmpL 1o moupt 5y, Escape plan T Kinathi, e Movement ig Mgy
BiVEN oves o the WO g Blory gf Kimathiy life, 2 bay, as teacher am 45 chrndar}-' leader o his

Throwghng the Three b, YEMEnIE wilpesgeg are browgly Torwan g ACCURE apy] bempl Kimag); -
in a serseg ¢l irials, "Fpigsn decording to K illam {1980

I5 uneed hicpo i e ELELTRT A sCaEe of refiring iy orly do e Proscees g
ACCAUSATion g ERAATE i wilfig the Tormm| Protesses of (i, law an phe
loraal Privcess of iorye 4, which Kimnih e endure i Pursmg s
Tevolulionary objective - (ha dilTicily haigje AR yrrear oihils, disspnsing

K il st agepgep AWCErS i (e Steoned Movemenp He typifios the white Selller whoge
speceh in n:fenuunn:mg Kimathi a5 4 "l m::ihw;.r," browides ag ahbeevigreg history of the colonig
rerionl amd gl PRcrnalisag sl W liremsd i
I had cattle ang heep - fy e thous gy

ore are they M ?
I had acres o maifze qnd Wheat:
Where age they now ! .
Fhad a wipe Al davighice-
Where arg they nowy
Killed [0 Maimeg X
by this limatje aml his pack o bandis,
Which innocent Ve [or Can slecys s, taysy
Deer g Whisky are siale aied bitger,
- Look at e Lam ng idler
L may not be 4 Delamere gp 4 Ciropan
Bt 1 am g Work ey
Fetme 1o this Lolmiry ag 5 silddier
A simpie sildicr
Fighting Againsi hagks, Morlgages. (he Colonial g lice, the whole lotien my back.
Your think jp Was engy ¥
Al wheg | though Wil sit ey ety Thye friny ol my labsr
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Histary on Stape: A Sty af Ngogi Wa Thiong ' and Micere Gitlae Muga's Fﬂ_q__éHﬂ{ of Dodais Kimaihi

You struck.

I had perfect relaionships with my boys

They were happy on my larm

I gave them posho, built them a school, a disponzary

- gove them everything they neaded

They loved me

. ¥en, at Olkalan they talked of my farm with awe: loyal, meek, subtissive.
Then that devil, Field Marshsl, came

Milk Clerk, oath Clesk, Murderer!

Posoned simple minds

Led astray their God-fearing souls : ~
with hiz black Mumbo Jumbe

My wife, my daughter, my property.

Mow, now, you'll die {28-9)

I'is hysteria stands juxiaposed o the calm of (he judge prosccutor who doubles as Shaw
Henderson, (he Special Braneh Policeman who tracked Kimathi down in the forest and arrested him,
The four trial scenes which comprise the Second Movement move the action through histodical time
from the emergency perod o the present and dramalize the confrontation between the people —1he

" peasans and workers — symbolized by Kimathi, the Woman and the Boy and Girl, on the one hand,

aml the eapitalist - bourgeois cpilomizod Iy Shaw Tlenderson, the Rank Manaper, the Business
Exccutive and the Priest.  And while the sccnes advance the various aspects of the debate hetween
accommndation and hetrayal, the various parts of the argument are sithsumed indo the Tendamenlal
question of bumanity posed in the paradoxical exchanpe between the Judge and Kimathi,
Judge: There 15 no liberty without law and oeder, |
Kimathi: There is no order and faw wilhout liberty (27)
“The law which will try Kimathi iz 3 foreign law, one in which he had no hand in the miaking,
a law compaunded of two parts, the Tirst of which has in the past and will continue into the present (o
“protect the man of properly, the man of wealih, the foreign exploiter™, the other half of which,
serving the necds of Timiwe capilabsm, “silences the poar, the hungry, our people™.  Kimatli
repudiates the form of justice be will experience;
1 despise your laws and your counts.
What have they done for our people?
Whal?
Protected the oppressor, Licenced
the murderers
of the peopie: our people,
whipped when they did pot pick
yotir lea leaves
your collee boans
Imprisoned when they refused 1o “ayah”
vour habics
andl "boy" your houscs and gardens
Murdered when they didn'| rickshaw
Your [adics and your gentlenen.
I recognize oily ane law, one court;
the court and law of those who
Tight against exploitation,
The toiters armed o say
We demand our frecdom
That 15 the elernal law ol
the oppressed,
of the humiliated, of the
injured. the insulted! (26-7)
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Kimathi is new submitted 1o a number of examinalivng and lemplalions by Henderson, a
realist whe acts oul of selFinterest apd who can adjust with cynical case (o new accommodalions, Bt
he projects the while setiler's Pt ol vicw and intcrest as these'stand |he lime freme sugpested by the
play. “Nalions live by strength and self-inderest™, he says to Kimathi ard any rolion which scrves
those ‘cnels are cannibal, Hnderson offers Kimathi his life for o confesrion of guill which woit il
elfectively desiroy the revelution. Bul Kimathis mizeion has heen “in protect the struggle from
heirayal opporlunism, amd regional chauvinism®™ #d e repudiales Henderson's offer, eventually
dtiving him o a ruge which causes him ta inflict torture an Kimaths. ' )

EKimalhi 5 now lempled in tum by the Banker, Business Exccutive and Priest, each the
bircling of inlermational finance capilalism amnd cach an agent of betrayal, opportunism and regional
chauvinism. The exchange between The Banker, for exatple reveals thal new formg of exploitatien
create amiliar kinds of oppressicon. Appealing o Kinathi to recanl, the Banker advances justification
for & continuance of the stalns fpn: ;

Banker: Listen. We are now Prepuired Lo seitie for & back mans Eovemmenl.

In partnership anly. ..

Eimathi: Oinly?

Banker: Confess, Repent, Plead Euilly co-operate — Tike the surrendercd gencrals.

. Tell your people to come out of the Forest. We need stabilily. There never can be progress without
stability. Then we can linance big Hotels.... International hotels,, Seaside resorts... Night clubs. ..
Casinos... Tarmae roads... Oil and refineries and pipelines. . [Then tourists from U.S.A, Germany,
France, Switzeriand, Tapan, will Nock in, Investment, my friemd, development, prosperily, happiness.
Kimathi; And niy peopie?

Banker: Who sre your poopley

Kimathi: The oppressed of the Tand._ all those whose labour power has transformed this land. For it
is not true that i wag your muney thal buill this country. Tl was our swent It wag our hands. Where
do our people come in in your parinership for progress? ;

Banker: Toilers they will always be. Even in Amcrica, England, France, Germany, Swilzérland,
Sweden, Japan... all the civilized world, There are scrvants and masters, .. sellers of Iabour and
iyers of labour, Masters and SErvanis.

Indian: True! True! Even in holy religion. .., Ihere are workers. .,

Brahmins and untouchables. .

Kimathi: The religion of enslavement! Like colonialism which makes the colonized sweal and bleed
while masier comes to harvest.

Bapker: Racialism... No colour Tiar, ..

Mo This may have been necessary in e 1930x Bul now with ore and more edueated black peaple
(puintz at the African wiw nods) there's obvigusly no need for colour discrimination,

We have grown wiser,

ndinn: Truc! True!

Kimathi: Money... for a sell-om

ol vur people. .. NEVER, [ 39400}

The Business Exccutive, (he neat lempler, reveals Uhe same paugity of vision for (he future, the same
cynical rellinleresl ag he expounds “capital parinership in capilal progress™ for independent Kenya.
Bl for Kinnthi, the parincrship, bascd on ihe acquizition of eapilal properly, implics selling hig
pesple il o sccond slavery:

Fartneeship in Progess, Towards whai exihd |

What will you do tn the widows, arphians, (e I:|I:|u:|||r+E| milliona? Mew

maslers, we labour For v, pick coflfee sl ien B yoou, Is that why poor

men cied and eoatinue in e in the foresi? Gieneral Kupn, Haiminge, !
b= Mulorjagwn... aml iy Tuave sws are stifl lrikisl i tlvern,.. Stanley

Flnthengeid 7T ir L. =

The eant and hypocrisy of the Mourth lempler, the pricsl, is denounsed with sealhing accuracy
by Eimathe. As Killam (19809 puts it ;
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Histary on Stage: A Sty of Ngugi IWa Thioug ‘e aid Micere (rithae Mape's the Trint af Bedan Kimahi

He e the spiritwal ally of the exploitation foisted on the maeses by

colenialisin and capitalism over fhe historical span. Kitmathi outwits hirm at

e * his own dinlectical EAme.  The priesi secks to divert the people from
contemplating their impoverished condition with spititeal absbactions.

Referring to passages marked by Kimathi in his own Rihle:

So 1 returned, and cieesidered all jhe oppressions tat are done wider (e

sun: and behald the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had po

conmlorter; and on the side of i Oppressors there vas power; but they Ll
no comnlorter. Why? (48) !

The priest asscris that the slrugple is not an earthly slrugple bl & spiritual one, "God and Satan locked
1 an ammoital strugple for the damination of our soul™ and enjoing Kimathi to give his soul 1o Jesus:

“lesus will hever belray you'". For Kimathi this represents betrayal:

Betrayal, Betrayal. Proplots, Seeps. Strange. | have abwmys been suspicions
ol those wiwy would preach enld peace i the face of vioknce, Tum e sl
cheek.  Don't struggle sgamst those thal clothe themselves gz butteies
Collaboratos,

Priest: Surrender your heart, Dedan, et desus speak to you today, -

Kimsmlln: (Conlinging his speech ag it were): [ have spoken with the CGad of miy ancestors in dreams

and o the mountain and not once did he eounsel me (o barter for niy soul. (49)

The scenes with the four accusers — templers according to Killam “give the authors the

- opperiunity lo'display people”, Kimathi withstands their suits with a resolve a3 firm af their betrayals
arc blatant. Kimathi's long speech in the penultimale scene of th play, a scene which sums up the
cxpericnees of the guerilla lighters in the emergency period, provides lessons for fisture strugales,
The treachery of Wambararia, Kinathi's brother, symbolizes the polential for betrayai in all popular

revalulionary movements, And Kimathi's agony over the soul recognizes the need that:
We shall continue to sufTer

Until that day

We can recognize aur own

D frue kinsman

When we can comectly

ldentify our enemics

What is this superstition ahoul
Kindred blood cven when it

Turmnz sour and treacherous

To our long cherished causa? [73-4)

and a further e fo:

-+ beam from our past strength
pas! weaknesscs
From past delcats

“+ Aud past victories.

. Also clear a-few farms to grow grain

Here in the forest
Where we have even made fiiends
with birds and snakes and animals,
S0 that they cven warn us
Aboul enemics approaching _ -
Here we must plant seeds for o flure BOCicly
Here in the Torest armed in lexed e, mimil and zou]
We must kil the hie
Fhat black people never invented anything
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Lay for cver o 1es) that i Fereoe Ly conpley

lmplanted in our itz by cenlurics of tppression, i

Rise, Rise workers and peasants of Kenyn

O victory ig (he victlory of the working penphs T

The victory af all those 1 ihe waarfel wi freelay Fighi and stripple for tal Tiberation

Long live Kenya Peaple’s Defence ¢Copneilr (M) A

Adthply i (lye Phiy Wisssathi i i gl ek, hut the gveral] elfcet the play achicves as Killam
ehiseives:
i 10 Pt the varioos wiliessrs — the Shaw Hewdorson peneration of selllers,
the new bourgeois capitalisic exploiers, (e hypoctitic churchimen ele o
Irial for crimies apnins Bomanity amd (e nElion itsell and an 4l Apaing
fittiare achicvenmns,

The play emls willi 3 exbvortation W the wrirking «liges el pessants o become o
revoluliomary foree,

Conclusion

It iz clcar from this e tha history andl drang are closely related. Through ihe play, The
Trial af Dedan Kematli, the authors have been albile 1o dramialize. the historica| cxpericnecs of ihe
Kenyan peaple, The pliy "truly depicis the mhzses (symbolized by Kimalhi) in the eriily historicalfy
CINTecl perspective: [osilively, heroically and g the frue makers of history™,
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