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December 2019 and less than three months, it had spread worldwide, becoming a
global pandemic.It wreaked havoc on the worldwide educaticnal system, with most
nations temporarily shutting down all educational institutions in an attempt to
contain the pandemic's spread to a manageable level. Research has shown that
every event that affects lives has unintended consequences. Throughout the last few
months, the world has been coping with the effects of Covid -19. Significant
stagnation has occurred In the educational system. Schools worldwide have been a
force to close down, and Nigeria Is not (eft out. Can we determine the degree to
which the Covid-19 epidemic has impacted education? Are the estimated 49 million
pupils in Nigeria who are compelled to stay home stil learning? (Henry and Agbadi
2020). The Corona Virus Pandemic generated changes in the teaching/learning
process in schools and has influenced the interaction between teachers and
students.

According to UNESCO (2020), most of the werld's school students has been
impacted by educational institution dosures. Teachers and students in Primary,
Secondary, Colleges and Universities have been affected by the pandemic’s ripple
effects. Academic sessions were halted after the Corona Virus wes declared a glebal
heaith crisis, Many learners and teachers have been shocked by this, as several of
these schools were preparing for exams, admitting new students, and starting a new
term, among other things (Obododike).Some advanced countries were able to
continue training their students through online teaching and leaming, but was it so
in Nigeria? Where the schools and Government prepared for the exclusive online
teaching and learning? The Covid-19 shutdown in Nigetia has exposed the nation to
the realities and weaknesses in our response to novel situations. However,
schooling, teaching and learning must go in the face of these changes and the
looming presence of Covid-19. How can this be achieved? It Is due to this that this
research is being conducted.

Statement of the Problem

Due to the pandemic and subsequent lockdown, all forms of learning activities been
halted. Therefore, most school children were idling and not leaming. During this
pandemic, some advanced countries could continue training their school children
through online teaching and [eaming, but not so in most schools in Nigeria. Many
private and public schools do not have an alternative to normal in-school leaming.
Therefore, this study is carried out to determine how teaching was conducted during
the lockdown, the challenges teachers encounter, and innovative strategies to make
learning an uninterrupted process in our school system for national growth and
development. The theoretical framework for the study is online collaborative leaming
(OCL). The pandemic has brought the need to identify educational tools to better
the effect of the pandemic through online Collaborative Learning with an emphasis
on active |eaming, student-focused, critical thinking and problem-solving
approaches, The OCL Is a sort of constructivist instruction that takes the form of an
instructor-led group. It evolved from a notion initially referred to as computer-
mediated communication or network education (Harasim,2012).The theory
recognises three phases of knowledge construction through discussion in a group (1)
idea-generating, (ii) idea organising and (lil) Intellectual convergence. According to
the theory, the teacher is crucial to the group's knowledge building by supparting
the process, offering resources, and ensuring that the subject domain's key concepts
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and practices are thoroughly incorporated. Online Collaborative learning offers a
great resource for both researchers and Instructors. Given the essential role the
teacher plays in students leaming, the OCL focuses on supporting teachers
effectiveness through (i) teacher resilience, (i) instructional (lii) technalogy.
Objectives of the Research
It will critically evaluate and analyse the challenges to teaching and learning due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, The specific abjectives are to:
1. Determinehow teaching and leamning was carried out during the COVID 19
pandemic leckdown .
2. Determine the level of teachers skilled and preparedness for online leaming,
3, Bxamine the challenges the teachers encountered during the Covid-19
Pandemic learming.
4. Look at the Innovative strategies essential for effective preparation of
teachers for future emergency leaming.
Research Questions
The study provides answers to the four research questions below;
1. How was teaching carried out during the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown?

learning?
3. What were the challenges the teachers encountered during the Covid-19
pandemic leaming?
4. What were the innovative strategies that can be put In place for future
emergency learning?
Methods
This research looks at how secondary schools in Ika North East Local Government
Area in Deita States used online and leaming during the COVID 19 pandemic

was limited to 35 teachers. However, with an 80% answer rate, the sample size was
reduced to 28. A total of B (28.5%), 5 (17.9%), 7 (25%), 4 (14.39%), and 4 (14.3%)
teachers from school A, B, C, D, and E, respectively, were included in the study.
There are 17 males (60.7%) and 11 females (39.3%) In the study. NCE,
B.ED/B.SC/B.A M.ED/MA/M.SC, and Ph.D. were also the highest qualifications of 6
(21.4%), 14 (50%), 5 (17.9%), and 3 (10.79%) of teachers, respectively.
Furthermore, & (21.4%) of the teachers had less than five years of teaching
experience, while 22 (78.6%) of the teachers had five years or more of teaching

experience.
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Tauulmuntuummmmmuummm
WhatsApp, google classroom and zoom. School A teachers made use of
and 2o0m; 7 (87.5%) of them made use of only WhatsApp, while one of
teachers claimed that he used WhatsApp and zoom. All the teachers In school
made use of WhatsApp. The teachers in school C made use of google classroom
zoom. For school D, two teachers made use of WhatsApp while two teachers
use of WhatsApp and zoom. The same situation in school D alsc applies to school E.
In all, 16(57.1%), 7(25%), and 5(17.9%) of the teachers made use of
mhdmm,ammmmm,m.ﬁmhqmm
the teachers mentioned that they prepared their lesson by writing down their notes,
recording them, or/and making videos, and send them to the online platform for the
students to read, fisten to, and watch; fife teaching was done with zoom. Classwork,
assignment, test, and examination were given. They were marked, and feedback
was given in some of the schools. Here are some of the comments of the teachers:

Eﬁn§§
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done In zoom." D4
Research Question Two
hmmmmmmhmmmm
Table 2: Level of ICT literacy
Yes To an extent No
School n % n % %
A 4 | S0 4 50 = =
B 5 100 - . . -
C 7 100 - - -
D 1 25 3 75 .
E - - i 75 1 25 :
Total | 17 | 60.7 10 357 I | 36
Tﬁ:MMﬂhmmmcmnﬂmmmm
knowledge needed for online teaching learning. In school A, four of the teachers

Generally, 17(60.7%), 10(35.7%), and 1(3.6%) of the teachers were ICT
rrnuuummwmrmw.
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because there was no network, and some could not access a smartphone or laptop.
The following are some of the comments of the teachers:
“The online leaming was ok but for network issues, data consumption, and
uncharged phones." B3
"When the internet is not stable, the lessons were disrupted. At times we had
to reschedule the whole lessons for another day. Also, for the zoom platform,
we had an audio problem several imes. Sometimes the students could not
hear what the teacher was saying. There were times the teacher could not
hear the students." D2
Another challenge the teachers faced was that the students were not
committed to the online classes. There were instances of truancy, lateness to class,
distractions, and lack of parental monitoring. Here are some teachers' views:
"The students could not keep to time because the teachers and students
were not in the same location. Lack of Interest from the students and
difficulty in managing their deviant behaviour were issues that affected the
online teaching.” D1
"Parents/guidance were not available to monitor or control the distractions
behind the screen.” C1
The teachers said that there was a gap between the teachers and students during
instructions. The interaction was low. It was also difficult to log into the onliine
learning platform, and teaching practical lessons was difficult. Here are the
comments from four teachers:
"Students had difficulty logging into the google classroom. Google classroom
has more of a chatroom features, So, it elongates the lesson because the
teacher had to move up and down the chat now and then." C4
“It was difficult to teach practical lessons on the WhatsApp platform.® E2
“Students could not ask questions because they can only listen to their
teachers through the voice recording. Interactions were not there. It was
obvious that not all questions were asked both on the part of the teacher and
students. We did not use to teaching our students without seeing them." A4
*The zoom Is a good place for interaction, but some of the students turned
off their camera because they want to save their data; others deliberately
refused to turmn on thelr camera.” D2
The assessment was one of the challenges faced by the teachers. It was not
easy to assess the students and monitor their progress, The teachers observed that
it was not the students deing the assignment. For some schools marking and giving
of feedback was not done until after school fully resumed. Satth'tgq:.uﬂnnsmd

MW&MMWHW&WWWM&,ﬁ:
assignment was not completed at the stipulated time. It was much easler to
cheat during the online test because the students had access to the internet.
Alsa, some of the students deliberately turn off their camera, dalming it was
bad." C5

"The teachers could not supervise thelr students; some of the dasswork and
assignment was done by their parents or a more mature person. Also, the
examination was not properly supervised because the device camera only
focuses on one direction. My school used zoom for conducting eams. I



"A well-equipped ICT centre should be built in all schools from primary and
secondary schools. Teachers and students can be trained there. We needed
white marker boards, power bank, laptops, internet facilities in
of
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teachers association meetings on ways they can curb the deviant behaviour
of their children.” C4

Discussion of findings



communication technology. According to Martinez, Diaz,

(2017), various researchers have found support for using WhatsApp as & discussion

group. Similarly, Dorwal, Sachdev, Gautam, Jain, Sharma, Tiwari, Raina (2016)

mmmmmwmummﬁmmm

medium and concluded that it was a valuable tool that could send data quickly.
and

generally, mﬂmﬂmtmmmmmmmmm
learning in the COVID-19 Pandamic lockdown. It implies that a larger percentage of
teachers were not prepared, lacking the technical skills needed, and their teaching
styles improperly adapted to the online environment.The technical skills of teachers
can be rated on their ability to use different functions offered by the online platform
to be able to adapt their teaching style to the online environment. It is connected to
the findings of Coman et al. (2020), who discovered that Instructors were
unprepared for entirely online teaching and leaming. As a result, the advantage of
oniine education emphasised in their research appear to be fading in importance,
while the disadvantages become more apparent. The challenges the teachers
encountered during the online teaching and learning, as revealed in this study,
included unstable internet connectivity, high cost of data, poor electricity supply,
network issues, andinabllity to access smartphones or laptops. Supporting the
findings of this study UNESCO (2020) noted that problems had limited online
learning; the internet access, poor intermet connectivity synchronous lessons and
sometimes cellular data may limit students' access to the internet. Simiflarly,
Adeoye, Adankin andAdanikin (2020) highlighted some of the challenges of e-
learning to include (1) iregular power supply, (2) Poor Internet connectivity, (3)
High cost of internet data services, (4) Lack of availability of personal computer and/
or laptop (5) incapability of teachers to assist learners to develop the skills and
training required to make the online platform effective.

Conclusion
mﬂhammﬂmmmmmwm
categories of implications: On the practical side, a set of helpful ideas for instructors
muwﬁuﬂdhhﬁpﬂmm&maﬂmmhﬂu
online space.The study revealed that a larger percentage of the teachers were not
prmb;nhﬂandﬂﬂnnthammamrmdmkdﬂumrmmm
teaching. This study aiso revealed that onfine teaching during the COVID-19
pandemic lockdown was faced with many challenges; unstable internet connectivity,
poor electricity supply, network issues, high cost of internet data services, lack of
personal computer and/or laptops.

Recommendations
Based on the above, the following recommendations were made:
1. Blended teaching and |eaming should be introduced into the secondary
school system,



2. Government and school owners should provide well-equipped ICT centres,
provide adequate intemet bandwidth to power online learning and provide
free wifi Zones In communities for students.

3. Online teaching and learning should be incorporated into teacher education.

4. Virtual leaming and knowledge of different leaming platforms should be part
of teacher education and online leaming part of the secondary school
curriculum.
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