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Abstract

The contributions of the NCE curriculum towards the meaningfil and real
implementation of the primary and junior secondary schools curricular of
Ciniversal Basic Education (L/BE} make it r'.'fpa’.‘ff'F{_‘iH for .'.'Jul_"t'.fﬁE' resiruciuring |J_|".I'ﬁ
NCE eurriciilum,. To this end, this study through a survey deseriptive design shows
that the present NCE curriculum is far from meeting the demands of the primariin
IS enrricular. It is therefore advoeated in this study that subjects offered i f
primary and junior secondary schools showld he offered wf the NCE o
Furthermore. there shonld be firm coniral of the colleges of Education by the NEG
to ensure meaningfil implementation of primary and junior school curricular.
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BACKGROUND THE STUDY

Restructuring the Nigeria Certificate of
Edecation (NCE) Curnculum s a necessary
condition  fowards (e actualization of the
primary and junior secondary Curricular of the
Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme.
Before the establishment of the National
Commussion for Colleges of Education (NCCE)
by Decree (now Acti No 3 of 1989,
Universities were responsible for the seadamic
and  eertification  needs  of colleges  of
Education, (with less regard to uniformity in
sandards.  and  practices) Isyaku (2000,
Anikweze, Ojo and Maiyanga (2002) to meet
minpower need of secondary  education.
During this period, service teachers with TC 11
were  mostly  recruited o carryoul  the
responsibility of reading, writing and numeracy
il the primary level of the education system.
With emphasis on uniformity in  mininum
teaching and entering qualification, standards
amd practices, the MNational Commission  for
Colleges. of Education (NCCE) becomes a
regulatory and supervisory bady of all colleges
al Education in MNigeria. Pui simply NCCE
lorms the tripod that regulates and supervises
leacher education in Nigera, others include
NUC and NBTE. The NCCE  preseribes
mimmum standards of education programme
for teacher education programme for teacher
aducation in colleges of education m Nigeria,
Expectedly she is 1o make syre the various

wlleges of  education produce  motivated
wachers:  with  personal  and professional
fiscipline,  with appreciable  expertise  in

curriculum planning, development and delivery,
% well as  competence i resenrch,
measurement  and  evaluation, teaching
sirategies and puidance and counseling  and
with high sense of social respinsibility and
mmilment  to  function effectively  as
construchive  socio-economic,  moral and
puritual change agents, The NCCE intends (o
whieve these  goals through  the NCE
aimiculum which CXposes preserve teachers 1o
- feneral education, general studies in education
and teaching subjects

In  weneral education,  pre-service
achers are exposed to courses in educational
undations  and management, educational
mychology, cumculum studies and primary
alucation studies. Pre service leachers are also
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exposed to use of Enghish and effective
communication skills in gencral studies. Aside,
these, the would-be teachers are expected to
combine two teaching subjects in the primary
or secondary school curriculum, or special
cducation plus one teaching subject in the
primary and secondary school curmicula For
effective  arsanization programmes, general
cducation iz compartmentalized intis
departments of educational foundations and
management, educational psychology  and
cumriculum  studies,  which i tum
accommodates specified subject combinations
from the various schools, arts/social sClEnces,
scienee and vocational and technical education,
be primary and junior secondary
education of the UBE programme are classified
a5 basic education (FGN 20M). Tt includes
adult and non-formal education at primary and
Jumior secondary education Jevel for adults am
out of school wouths. This sindy gives
consideration 1o the formal aspect of the basic
education which involves children between the
ages of six and fifieen years in the regular
school systemn. The goals of basic education are
specilied in section 4, 18 (a-g) and section 5, 23
(a-h) of the National Policy on Education { FGN
2004}, for primary and Junior - secondary
education respectively. In pursuance of these
specific goals, the sovernment provides the
following curricular for paimary and junior
secondary education.
Primary Education

L Languages
a. Language of the environmen
h. English
€. Fremch
d. Arahic

2 Mathematics

3 Seience

4. Physical and Health Education

5. Religious knowledge

f, Agriculturehome Economics

7 Social  studies and Citizenship
Education

8 Cultural and Creative Ars (Drawing
Handicraft, Music and Cultural
Activities),

7. Computer Education

Junior Secondary Education
Group A core
1. English
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French

Mathematics

Language of the environment as L1

One major Migenian Language as L2

6. Integrated science

Social studies and citizenship Education
Introductory Technolagy,

e e

o w4

Group B. Pre-Vocational Electives
Agriculiure

Business studies

Homie Eoonomics

Local Crafts

Fine Aris

Computer Education

Music

=

Group C. Non-Pre vocational Electives
. Religious knowledge
2, Physical and Healih Education
3. Arabic

Students who complete junior secondary school
are intended to be streamed into;

1. Semior gecondary school
Technical college
An out - of - school vocational training
cenire
4, An apprenticeship scheme

e 1

Pre-service leachers exposed 1o the NUE
curmiculum are expected to bring to bear their
competence,  appreciable  expertise  and
discipline to make teaching and learning
possible at the basic education level (formal
school level of primary and juntor secondary
education).

With the coming of the UBE
programme on  siream  cerfain  minimum
standards for some education programmes
under the NCCE curriculum call for revisit
because the scope of the UBE programime gives
consideration 1o early childhood care and
socialization, functional literacy for yvoung and
old, special education for nomadic population,
non-formal  education for adolescents  and
youths ‘and formal education (FGN 2000,
wider area beyond the mimmum structure.on
ground.

This study gives consideration to the
formal - aspect of basic education, which
mvolves children between the ages of six and
fifteen years 1 the regular school system.
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Statement of the Problem

The realization of the goalsfobjectives
of anv ecducational policy and programme
largely depend on the preparedness, readiness
and guality of its facilitators (Okokoyo 2001 )
The present NCCE curmiculum  for teacher
education was  designed for  secondary
education, with little or no emphasis for
primary education. The NCCE Cumculum
recomimended introduction to pre-
primary/primary education studies (EDU, 114},
education of special target group (EDLL. 314)
and introduction to adult education (EDU.321)
to all pre-service teachers. These courses are
elective cowrses except EDU 114, which 15 2
compulsory course for all pre-service teachers.
Pathetically, these education courses arc se
much relevant to the present UBE programme
yet their status is of no consequence in teacher
education. The pre-primary/primary education
studies, PES (EDU 114) is 3 semester course in
teacher education programme where  the
minimum teaching and entry qualification is
NCE, vet the primary school teacher is class -
hased and should be knowledgeable m all the
primary school subject, hence specialization in
PES studies 15 a must. EDU 321 and EDLU 314
introduce pre-service teachers 1o the theoretical
aspects, which are more of facts and
information, without any lorm of pedagogical
implication, There are also areas of infusion of
same consequential themes imo the NCE
curriculum, namely, drug abuse, population ani
family life education, women education am
environmental/conservation education,
STD/HIV/AIDS education etc due to ther
importance 1o national development. Thtml
themes are largely informative rather thas
educative and therefore flack pedagogical
emphasis. The jumor secondary curriculum
consist  predominantly  of  broad-basal
integrated couwrses such as mtegrated sciendd
social  studies,  introductory technology,
business education etc.

Teachers, that graduate in such subjedt
based disciplines such as physics, chemising
Biology, Geography, Economics etc. excet
perhaps. general mathematics and  Englsi
maybe il equipped in handhing the integrai:
courses of the 1S5S teacher educatian
programmes at the NCE level of education it
Nigeria, therefore, ought to get adjusted o cag

x
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“with the production in desired guantity, of the
sneht quality and mix of NCE teachers to cover
Call the primary and 158 subjects specified in
e NPE.

' The thrust of this study therefore, is 1o

Wentify areas of defect in the NCE curriculum

and make proposals towards the restructuring of

e NCE curriculum to meet the demands of the

mmary  and  junior  secondary  schools®

surricular of the UBE programme,

To assist in the study, the following research

guestions were raised;

- 1. does the NCE cumculuny as il is, meet
with the primary and junior secondary
level of the UBE programme?

2. do teachers at the primary and J.5.35
levels exhimt the full range of their
capabilities as they are “jack of all
trade™ made 1o teach all the subjects in
the prnmary school curricular 1o a

| parlicular class of studenis at the
primary levels?

i5 there the need to remove from the

| NCE  curriculum  subject  —based
disciplines that are not taught at the
primary and 1S5 levels of UBE
programme’”

4. is there adequate production of NCE
teachers in desired quantity, of the right
quality and mix to cover all the primary
and 1.5.5 subjects specified in the NPE?

L'..J

The objective of the study is to identify
meas of defect in the NCE cwrriculum and
ke proposals towards restructuring of the
NCE cumculum to meet the demands and
whicctive of the pnmary and junior secondary
.v.'-‘“ curricular of the UBE programme.

The significance of the study deals with

fhe ability and quality to identify arcas of defect
m the NCE cwrriculum of the primary and
umsor secondary school curricula il the result of
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the study shows serious shortcomings and
defect.

Methodology

The study adopis the survey descriptive
research  design  to amalyze the NCCE
curriculum, and  the WNational Policy on
cducation (NPE} as the basis of examining the
need for restructuring of the NCE curriculum to
meet the demands of the primary and junior
secondary curricular of the UBE programme in
Nigeria.

The population for the study is made up
of 120 teacher educators drawn. [rom four
Colleges of Education, College of Education,
Ekiadolor Edo State, College of Education
Agbor, Delta State, College of Education,
Wam, Delta State, Federal College of
Education {Techmical) Asaba, Delta State (30
Teacher educators from each college) and 122
school  administrators  (Headmasters and
Assistant Headmasters) drawn from all the 56
primary schools in lka South L. G. A of Delia
State during the 20052006 session.

The research instrument comprises of
two  sets  of questionnares;  demographic
questionnaire designed (o obtain information on
the demographic characteristics of respondents
and a ten (1) dem structured questionnaire,
with likert-scale options; strongly Agree (SA),

Agree (A) Disagree (D) and Strongly
Diszzree.
The respondents  were  physically

contacted and the two sets of questionnaire
adminisiered to them in the selected schools.
After one week, the questionnaires were
retricved  from  the respondents with four
missing, The reiumned questionnaires were
sufficient for the study.

SULTS AND DISCUSSION
SENTATION OF DATA
ible 1: drmgmphlt characteristics of respondents:
aracteristics | Number | %
11 4.8
12 3.6
45-d 93 40.8
35 above 52 228
ender
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Male 116 50.9
Female | 112 49.1
Marital Status
| Mamed | 54 60,7
Smgle (9 303
Highest Education Obtained
Ph.D 28 12.3
M.Ed, M.Sc, M.A a7 42.5
B.Sc. B.A, B.Ed, 101 443
NCE |2 0,9
Teaching Experience
-0 - -
10-20 102 44.7
20-30) s 43.0
I-above 27 12.3

Fig 1- shows whether the NCE curriculum as it is, meets with the poimary and jumor second

fevel of the UBE programme.

102

68
Respondents 41

17

Options

5D

A

sD

Fig. 2 shows whether teachers at the primary and I.5.5 levels-exhibit the full range of i
capabilities in spite of the fact that they are “jack of - all trade™ made to teach all the subjects i
primary School curriculum to a particular class of pupils.

Oiptions
12
60
Respondents 31
16
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Fig 3- shows whether there is the need 10 remove from the primary and 158 curriculum stibject
hased discipline that are noy taught at these levels.

103
63 ——
41

Respondents
P £

5. [ A [ b
S

\

Fig 4- shows whether here s adequate production of teachors in desired quantity at the primary
and IS8 levels of the UBE programme,

i

Respondents 63
48 Eea—

B

5.0 A D S0
The NCE curmiculum does not yive
DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS special attention to certain covirses that are of
This study reveals that there 15 need 1o relevance 1o the formul school wspecl of the
restruciure. the NCE curriculumi 1o meet the  UBE programme. These NCE courses include
demands of the formal school aspects of (ha among  others, pre-provary and primyary
UBE  programme (primary  apd  junior education,  educationa) technology,  special
secondary), One of the jssues highlighted is that ecucation and  adolescent pevchology, Pre-
NCE courses are more ‘of senior secondary primary and primary education should not be g
subjects  rather  than primary and jumior semesier course for those not taking it as one of
sondary  subjeets. Pre-service  teachers their majors.  Educational lechnology,  like
tombine more of (he subjects offered at the spectal education, should be combined with a
senior secondary level in other word, colleges teaching subject in the primary school or junior
of education still maintain courses that are not secondary  school, preferably  computer
ught in primary ‘and Junior schools. Even  education This is because it je. a COmmon
when they are combined such exposure or subject in both primary and junior secondary
knowledge acquired by the pre service teachers education.  Educational technology as g
& pol meant for primary or junior secondary  specialist course g1 the NCE level, enhances
etucaion, Competence and appreciable cumiculum development and delivery, As a
tiperlise emphasized by the NCCE is in area of matter of convenience they would be the one 10
ontent mastery, which associated with senior  improvise all the required teaching - learning
Setondary education, Whereas education ai the  materals for the schoals, rather than subject
imary and Junior secondary level is more of ieachers arranging for instructional materials
malizing objectives. Special education should be offered by bath
federal and state colleges of education, Primary
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and junior secondary schools need a good
number of NCE teachers to bring about
effective integration of the handicapped. gified
and talented children that are found in the
classrooms  (FGN.  2004) Adalesenet
psvehology, like adult education, should not be
an eleéctive course for NCE pre-service teachers
any longer, Since those who complete their
junior secondary are streamed o either
vocational or  apprenticeship  training  [or
children between the ages of 15 vears and
ahove, Making adolescent psvehology a
compulsory COMFSE would encourage
commitment and high sense of social
responsibility on the pan of pre-service
teachers,

In the same wvain, introductory
technology, the fuwre of technological
advancement tn Migena should be offered by
all eolleges of education. The government and
other stake- holders in the education industry
cannot be talking of science and technology as
fulceum of development when those that would
be required to pass on such knowledge have no
opportunity 1o study it NMgww (2000) stady
showed that only four colleges of education
offered introductory technology, Worse of all,
none of the Federal technical colleges offercd
an NCE course in the aréa of inlroductory
technology, The study also revealed that
cultural and creative arts, which ought to have
revived Nigena's cultural, economic and
tourism potentials are not considered as a
subject 1o be offered. Religious kpowledge
offered at both primary and junior secondary
levels emphasizes the teaching of the two major
religions in Migeria; Islam and Chnstianity.
These teachings do not extricate the moral
decadence in the Nigeria state. Therefore moral
education needs to be introduced in place of
religious knowledge so that the principles
underiving all moral issues found in every

religion, be it traditional -african religion,
Istamic  religion, Chrstian  religion,  even
humanism - are given consideration.
RECOMMENDATIONS

[t is imperative and expedient that the
NCE  curriculum  should be - systematically
restructured and co-ordinated o meet the
present demands and challenges of the primary
and jumor secondary curricular of the LIBE
programme, Henee it is recommended thai:

11
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. All the subjects relevant to primary and
junior secondary schools should be
offered as NCE course. With the
curricular at heart emphasis should be
moare of realizing objectives rather than
content mastery.

NCE programmes should de-emphasiie
combining primary education studies
with subjects that are taught in senior
secondary school, bul with subjects
taught at primary or jumor secondary
schoal.

The NCCE should stand up to he
responsibility so. as to enswre [imm
control and coordination of all the
courses or programmes laught at the
colleges of education, in order to attam
the objectives of basic education,
Special education, educatioml
technology, cultural and creative ans
introductory  technology  should  be
combined as major programmes m the
NCE  curriculum  to ensure  the
attainment of the basic educaton
programme at the primary and junior
secondary education levels.

|
I

CONCLUSION

Conclusively, the NCCE and colleges af
education should strive 1o incorporate these
recommendations mto the NCE Curmeulum s
that the contributions of teacher education a
the NCE level towards the implementation sl
realization of the UBE programmes would %
meaningful and realistic.
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