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Abstract

This stndy ammed 6 examine the mpact of prescionl education on the academic perfonmance of
primary school pupds in Nigeria. Six research guoestions were asked and apswered. The study
popalation was drawn from public primacy school teachers in Delin and Edo States of Migeria, The
study sample comprised of E60 primary school teachers salected through the purposive sampling
technigque from public primary schools in Ede and Delta States of Nigeria during the 20032020
ocademuic vear, Data gathering was done using imterviews and stroctured questionnaires. The items
were structured along a four-point scoring scale of Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree and Strongly
Disagree, Dara were anabysed nsing mean and standacd devianon, percent and bar chaft to answer the
research questions, The priocipal resulrs from dois aoalysis showed that preschool education
positively impacted the cogaitive abilities, pavehomoror abdlities and sociel interaction abilities of
pupils in many areas. Ther was o significonr diffecéence berween the acodemic perfonnance of popmls
exposed to preschool (kindergarien) education and pupils not exposed to preschoel education
oppertunities i the expmined three subjects. The study concludes that preschool education positvely
impacted pupils’ socinl mterection sbilities, cogmitive and psychomotor abiliies and bhence pupls
exposed 1o §f performed betrer in mathematics, English and General Paper than pupils pot exposed o
preschool educanon. The study comribies by esablishung the usefulpess and significance of
preschool or kindergarten education as this could wigger Nigesian government action by establishing
the law on compulsory preschool education for childeen.

Keywords: Cognitive shilities. primary school pupils, preschool education, social nteraction
abilities. psvchomaotor skills.

INTRODUCTION

All over the world, early childhood preschonl
education has been recognized as necessary fin
the clulds good acpdemic sdvancemert .of
developmant Preschool education, alse known
a5 eaely childhood education in Migena, |s
children's education from age 0 to 5 vears. It (s
the education given to childeen in the formal
sofiool system belore primacy education. In the

colomal period’era, preschool education o
Migeria was i the form of a sub-standard
infany school o by adulis who gathersd
children of age 3-7 vears. The sub-stimdard
infant school aimed 1o teach <hildren the
rodinsents of oumbers and alphabers, Such
schools ware practised under shades of trees or
uncompleted  buildings. The  unhealthy
envirenment in which the substandard schools
were praclised made parents complain bitecly,
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afrard that their children may contract diseases
of he himen by soakes of scorpions in such
schools. This placed incressed pressuce oo
parents aidst increased demand for prescheol
education from the govermment of Nigenia, As
a result, official recegnition of preschool
education was given by the govermmeni in
[977. Consequently, there heas been an
voprecedented  expansion  im chald  care
provizion and prezchool aducationsl stinmons
in Migeria. Even in every local gonemiment
beadquarter: in  Migeria,  the government
established one preschool mstitution.

The policy statements backing up preschool
education as highlighted by the Federal
Covermnent of Migeria (2014), iz that
preschool educstion is o:

. Provide a smooth or effortless switch
from the home 1o the school;

. Set up the child for the lower basic
lavel of education;

. Take sufficient care and supervision for
children while their poreatygeaedians are at
wirk,

. Inseal e spirt of inoovanon | and
imguiry (o the child theough the probing and
investigation of natre and the focal intimediae
enviroament, plaving with fovs, engaging i
musical and artistic activitias;

. Teach e basics  of  lewmers,
Tormscolours, mumbers, shapes, and so forth
using play and

. Inatal o children sccepred peactices and
Locial ponms,

The MNigena preschoeol education objectives are
guite  enrerprsing aod  cleasly  reflecr the
sipnificance of  preschool el ation
opportuniies i the academic advaicement of
children, From the obpectives, it is clear thar the
Migerian govarnment s committed to providing
children  with  good  preschool  education
Unfortuzately, however, none of these policies
has been vigorousty pussued by the Nigeran
EOVErTUNET.

Research evidence from across the unrverse
incdicates  thar  peeschool  or  Kindergamen
education posinvely impactschildren's
educational development of advancement, For
example.Barnett (2006) noted that investing in
preschool  or  early childhood  [nursery)
education can vield high eurns. A childs'
inmate potentials and cumosity can be  fully
developed through preschool educanion. Early
childbood Kinderparen  education  has. 2
significant impact on childrep, giving them a
solid foundation in primary/lower basic schoal
and positively influencing their academic
pehievement Iner in Life (Eskishwmal, 2006;
Feeney, Moravicik, Christensen, 2014;
Ewenivi. 2012; Heckman., Pinto. Savelyey,
2013, Hagglund, Priling-Samnessom,
I005).The inadequate exposure T preschool
education a1 the early stage of life can be
disastrons for a childs academic growth and
development as the child wiho missed the
opportumities for early or preschool leaming
can be hauns througheout [ife, retarding hisher
schiool apd woekploce success in later life, The
study explores the impact of preschool
aducation on the leaming oocome (academic)
development of pomary school pupils o
Migeria.

Starement of the Problem

[n all coumiries, the govemment has recopnised
the prominence of preschool edwcation for ber
ciuzenry, Although the government las shown
some level of commitment in Nigeria, none of
the government policy on preschool education
has  been vigorously  pursued by the
governminent, There are  lomited  amdies
thatstudied the unpact'effect of preschool or
kindergarten education on children in Nigeria.
Earlier smdy Osakwe (2009) covered primary
schools in only Deita Siete. This  study
endeavours 1o fill the gap by examining
primary schools m Deltn and Edo Soites of
Migeria. Besides, this snuly compares the
academic performance of pupils exposed and
not expesed to preschool education using three
subjects

Purpase of Study
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This study 15 focused om the impact of
preschool edncation apporminities oo acadaimic
performance  of  primary  school  pupils
Specificallv, the study examined:

I Impacr of preschool  education
oppartunities on the cognitive development of

children;
2. effect of preschool edvcation on the
pevehomotir development of children,
3. effect of preschool education on the
social development of children;
4, if a statistically significant difference

betwesn the academic performance of gupils
exposed t0 preschool educahon opporunes
and pupls not-exposed 10 preschool aducation
apparunires in Mabemares?

3, it @ statistically significant difference
berwesn the acodemic perfonmance of pupils
exposed 0 preschool education oppomunities
and those dot exposed 1o preschool sducation
opportunities in Genernl Paper?

6. if there & stowstcalbysizmificent
differsnice berween ihe acndemic perfocmance
of pupils exposed T preschool aducation
opporunities - and  pupils por exposed o
preschool educationepportenitizs in English
Language?

Reesearcl Questions

The shudy provides praswers o 8% guestions is
foliows:

1. What are the perceived impacts of
preschool  educasion  on dhe  copninive
development of prunary school pupils?

2, What are rthe perceived impacts of
preschool  education oo the  psychomotor

development ofprimary school pupils?

3. What are the perceived impacts of
preschool education on the social development

of primaryzchool pupils?

4, Is there any sipoificant diffesence
between the academic performance of pupils
exposed o praschaal ducation
opporuniies  and  pupdls ool exposed 1o

preschool sducation  opporunitics in
Marhemarics?
% Iz there a8 statisticallvsignificant

difference between the academic performaonce
of pupils exposed 1o preschool education
appormanities and  pupils oot exposed. o
preschosl educhtion opporiumdies in General

paper?

i, I others o stefisfcalbviignifwant
difference barwaen the academic performanee
of papils exposed ™ preschool education
opportunities  and  pupils not exposed o
preschool  education opportunities  inEnglish
Language”

Literaturs Review

Previous reviews on preschool education. for
example Bamard (200d). indicate that later or
future life Is affected positvely by early
childbood education and  paricipamon 0
aducarion by achools, He suessed rhar those
children who neglect or f2il o secure early
education might experience social, emwotional,
physical and intellectual pain truly in the event
that they are musted into the primary (lower
basicy school without & wockable  early
childhood eduwcation exposnre thar will provide
them with o solid and geonine fovndation in
primary {lower basic} school. Preschool
education contritamies w a child's emotional,
soctal, mtellectal and physical development.
Studies have sesociated earky
childhood kindergaren education with children
cognitive. skills  development  (Lazan &
Vapdenbeoeck, 2013, Camalli, Vargas, Byvan &
Bamett, 2010 Burger, 2010). Early childhood
education shows o be very significant and
unminent  for  valoable and  resourceful
unlocking of a childs latent/dormant attitede,
capaciiies, and other posiive behaviour and
vilees fothe child's soeciely (Osakwe, (2009,
Elznge, Garcia, Heckman & Hejman, 2056,
Preschool  education  opportumities  are
segmificant or wital for a child if be/she 15 to
perualize his'her desniny Lover in life. Preschool
education s licked with chuldren well-being.
copritive  affainment  and  bridging  the
inegualicy and poverty gap between children of



3489

Jourmal of Positive Poychology & Welbeing

disadvantaged families and those from affluent
T bies {Melhuish, 2014),

Scientizts uphold that the capacity of the bram
to absorb pew leaming peaks at the age of
three. Ar this tme, the buman braig develops
the vast majocity of its neveons and 5 most
receptive T learping in its hifetime, Imbibing
pew mformation iz vital to forming active
neutral paths {Shonkoff & Philips, 2000)
Appropruite preschool education helps a chuld's
bram develop and contribute to phvsical, social
and  emotional  development  amd. school
reaciness.

In America {USA), it has beéen obzerved that
every dollar spent on quakity and sustpinable
preschool education yield 7-10%  return on
investment a5 graduates begin w make
contribations to the economy (Heckman &
Obama, 2003} According to Van Rockel
Obama (2013}, tackling the concem of equity
should stant with cady chuldheod or prescheol
educarion, Buttressing  the  significance  of
preschool kindergarten  education,  Shonkofl
(2011} contends that when children bave
positve experiences, the bram bulds strong
bealthy circuitry and when they either do not
bave the Kind of experdences they aeed or when
they face significant adversity can disrupt that
circt.  Anending o high-qualiy  preschool
educationnl progrmmme  increases the child
willingness and preparedpess v mursery
sehool of  Kindergarten dnd  leads w
positive/progressive  long-term  development
nd enhancement af the childs acadenuc and
social ourcomes. Eacly childbood education can
Ielp to prepace childrens adequarely for primary
educarion (Wi, 2014: Faas, Wu, & Geiger,
01T Chang . Wi, 201 3).
Earlvchildbood'preschool education has been
cstablished 10 be imperative in facilitating
children development of cooperation skitls,
inrarpersonal skills and sell-regulation throweh
play  aciivities (Bodrova & Leopg 2010;
Micolopoulow, 20100, Ir bas been establibed
also, that exposure fo eacly childhood or
kindergarien educarion fosters  children’s
voderstanding  of oumbers. and  oumeric
relmionships.  thereby  enhancing  their
aoguisition of mathemancs skills in later fife
and their question asking, reasoning, - and

critical thinking skills through  elementary
science [(Bybes, & Kenedy, 20051 Early
childbood educanon  can  help  children
development of improved hygiene  habits
(Litjens & Taguma). Studies have shown that
early childhood or preschool education help
bocst  skills . development (Elange, Garci,
Heckmon, Hojman.2086; Duncan, Magmisomn.
203). Early chuldhood education s beneficial
for children academic or school swcess and
bevond  (Gomez, 2006} Early childheod
educabion s nlso posiively conpected with
better adult health (Campbell, Gonti, Heckman,
Moon, Pioto, Pungello, & Pan, 2014)
Preschool education contribates significantiy to
the bolistie development of the child (Cheng &
Wu, Z003), Mozt of thiz smdy peviewed
literature, the majority of them were sfudies
concducted in foreign couwnries. In Wiperia,
there are fow studies on the mpact of preschool
education on academic performance of prumary
{lower bazie) school children.

Methodology

This study adopted the survey research design.
expenmental and ex-post facto research design.
The expenimental design was deemed fit
because the smudy involve: comparing the
performance of pupils who were exposed to
preschool  education  and  pupils  without
exposure 1o preschool education. Interview and
gquestionnaires were wsed to gather for che
study. The whilisation of ioterview was o make
cartain that an in-depth smdy was conducted,
Besides, the respondents felt relaxed and wers
able fa express themselves asbour the
phenomens under investigation, Forty private
schools were randomly selected from Delta and
Ede Siates of Migecis to constinie the smdy
sample. Through the  purposive  sampling
techmigise, all the primary reaclers of primary |
fo & who had been reaching for five vears and
above were carefully chosen from the primary
schools. They were 120 teachers. With the help
of the wackers, the researchers were able to
check e stnisnes of pupils who amended
preschos] school before being admimsd oo
primarylower basic school and pupils oot
exposed to preschool education. Pupils who
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bad preschool education were n=80. while
pupils. wor exposed o preschonl  aducation
OpporTUniEes | wers (=80, Dela Concerning
pupils' performance were gathered from the
schools” terminal reports in three subject areas
such -az English Languape, Mathematics and
General Paper. The questionnsire for 1eachers
contained 14 mems  entitied  "Impact of
Preschool Education Opporunitie: on  the
Acndemic Performance of Primary School
Fupils Ouestionnaire TPEOAFPPSPO." Tt was
stractured along a four-point scoring scale of
Strongly Agree (5A) 4. Agree (A} 3, Disagree
(D Z, and Sieongly Disagree (5D} 1,The
researchers admimstersd the questicnnnire with
the aid of two research assivtants trained by
them, A tofal of 120 queshionoaires wepe
administared however. 108 were  walidly
returned and were analysedusing  descripiive
statistics such a3 mean and standard deviation.
percent aid bar chiarms Were wilised o show the
comparative performance of pupils exposed 10
preschoal education oppormnities and  pupils
pot  exposed o preschool  education
opportunities o apswersto.  the  research
aquestions.

Results
Sununary oF terview reports

Tnierview repot mdicares i schiool solation
and difficulty i adpsting to school were
cotttron Wwith pupils not exposed 1o preschool
education opporinites. A paricalar primary
one teacher noted that children  withost
preschool sducation spend most of the term
trving fo adjust while some even crv. saving
that they 4o Bor wadl 170 come D schood
Another eacher observed thar while pupils
with preschool education feel excited being ar
school, those pupils without  preschonl
aducation frown at school and are most ofien
dull-looking  in  clazss.  From  another
teacher,"pupils who are exposed to preschool
education work more independeotiy and they
exhibil more positive  valoes" And anotiser
teacher said rhat children with prescheol
education exposure develop critical hinking.
written. verbal and problem-selving sklls

faster than children who lack preschool
egucation. Furbermore, a feacher respohdad
that papils exposed o preschoel education are
happier in the ¢lassroom and take the classroom
problem as thairs.

Table | Presclonl educotion Y RRTRR s il
cagritive abilitics af pipils

5 Tiems FEPSED

™ albdilities Mean 50D Adent

| Comprelsrguen of 320 0485 248
facts

on engnitive

PREPSED

=
111

1 Imterpretation of L& 08 245 080
informaton
3  Recalliop facisbearmt 2225 0,72 257 0388
4 Expresson of salf AT 042 T4 124
5 Admsting so school 374 OBE 2D 109
acnvities
6 Abiliy w0 recie 367 054 196 LIS
poems
T Abilsty o 34 091 218 0382
OO icEe
Grrand Mean 45 0E bl 103
From Teble 1. the weighted mean score of
PEPSEC [3.43) is greater thon that for
PNEPSED (2462). The unplcanon is thar
pupils  who  had  preschool education
oppormamties  ouperformed  popils  withoat
preschool education oppormunities in cogmitive
abilities.
Table 2: Preschool ediication opperinnities and
pevehomaror abilities of pupils
8N Dhems on  PFEPSEQ I'NEFSED
sy elomarar Mean SIr Mean S0
uleilities
L Dirawing agd OT? 2s&0 (R
s Copving notes 326 064 248 0
3 Colowrng of 230 (74 243 03
picruses
4 Playing mmsdcal 298 0387 256 063
instmaments
5 Crafts netivities 288 Q37 2.4l I.L5g

Crand Mean 28T 061 F40 0.B0

Dzt in toble 2 indicarss wial the weighoed
mesn seore of PEPSEOQ (2.87) 15 prearer than
that of PNEPSEQ (2.4%) The implication is
that pupils who bad  preschool  education
opportunmisies  ouiperformed pupils  without
presclioas aduecation OpposTunities in
psvchomotor abilitees,
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Table 3z Presolioo! edusarion opperfaniifes anrd
social inreraction abilitles of pupdls

Itemss  on social FEFPSED

PNEPSEQ

mteractiom ahilities  Mean S Mean 5D

RBelatimg with pecrs 3753 Q80 267 083
e freely

oo o s

Relating with 340 0.5* 232§ 1.2%
renchers miore easily

1 Expresaing selfbetter 3.58  Ud6 249 OO

4  Feeling of belonging 384 036 300 091
b e CLEzsrodn

5 Workng 335 071 130 112
collabomtively  wath
peera

& Emotiooal sttschiment 294 0.6 235 L11

i the classmom

Carand Mesm A5  NDAR 185 L4

From table 3. the weighted mean score of
PEPSEQ (3.52) iz preater than that for
PMNEFSEQ (2.55). The implication s that
pupils  who  had preschool  sducation
opportunitiesont  performed  pupils - withowt
preschool  education opportumties o social
interaction abilities.

Table 4;: Pevcentage Scares of performance of
PEPSEQ aund PNEFPSEC by Mathewatics for
Frve vears

YEARS I. 2 3 4 &
PEPSEQ 5T T2 7T B0 OER

PNEPSEQ 4 33 30 M 38

From Table 4, the percentage score of pupils
exposed to preschool educaticn m mathematics
for five venrs incresses pradnally from 5T in
vear 1 10 72%, T7%, 307 and BE% 0 vears 2,
3. 4 and % respeciively, The percentage score
of pupils not exposed to prescheol education m
mathamatics for five years 15 24%, 33%, 308G,
Sd% apad 58% from e first venr 1o the G
vear. Thus, m each vear, the performance of
pupils  whe were déxposed 1o preschool
education are befler than thet of pupils mot
exposed to preschoel education.

Fig I: Bay Clewr showving perfornnmes of
FEPSED and PNEPSEQD iw Marthematics for
Five veary

FERPHMAN TS ML TBEALLE S

s

LY

&2 =5 & =%

BRSO PR R TAGE
BE 8 FE =

=

Froem tive data in fig 1, the percearage of pupils
whe scored up to 50% of the pazs grade for
pupils  expozed 1o preschool  education
opporunities i consisiently higl, anging from
ST% i1 year ope 10 88% in vear five. While the
percentage of pupils not exposed To preschool
education opportunities who scored up to 508,
the passing grade ranged from 24% in year one
to 580 m vear five

Table 3. Percerrape sooves showing

perfarwnce af PEPSEC and PNEPSECY in
General paper for five vears
YEARS 1 2 3 4 5
FEFSED G 7@ ™ B T
PNEPSEQ 334

e 413 483 46

From Table 3. the perceniage score of pupils
exposed 1o preschool education in general
paper. for five years are 60, 70, 7982 and 75,
wheréas pupils not exposed o preschool
education scoped 33,4, 36%, 42, 3%, 49.3% and
46% from vear 1 to vear 3 respactively. It is
clear that pupils exposed t© preschool
education outperformed thewr counterparts with
pe preschool education exposure in geperal
paper for the five vears.
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Fig 2 Codenmn Clart showing performarice of
FPEFSED and PNEFSEC in Gevseral Faper for
Five vears

Fag 3: Colwun Chart showing performnance of
PEFSE® and PNEPIED in English Laommage
for Five vears

FERPENAN U 18 GESERAL Parin

-

CTRH S P G

= W % @ & H E &# W &

PERFURILCSET Y E YGRS

Wil -

TR B R NTAOE
L]

= B ¥ W BB

Data in fig 2 showed that the percentage of
pupils who scored up o 30%: is the pass grade
mm pupills exposed 0 preschool  education
ranging from its lowest score of 60%6 10 the first
vear to its highest score of 32% 1o the fourth
vear, The perceniage of scopss for pupils not
exposed 10 preschool education oppormunities
ranged from its lowest 33.4% to s highest
49 3% in the fourth vear. The poor performance
of pupils not exposed 0 preschoed education in
general paper is very glonog from tle data m
figl.

Table 6: Percentoge scoves shoving
perfornmice of PEFSEC ann PNEPEEQ in
English Lanawage for five years

YEARS 1 2 3 4 ]
FEPSEDD 67 72 70 65 54
PNEPEEOQ I3 314 354 50 447

From Table 6, the percentage score of pupils
exposed fo preschool education i English
language for five years is 67%, T2%, T84, 65%
and 84%., whereas pupils not exposed 1o
preschool  education  scored - 23%,  31.4%,
640, F00, and 44.2% from vear | 1o vear 5
respectively, It i clear TReT  pupils
withpreschiool education outperformed  their
counterparts  withowr  preschool  education
exposure in Enghsh language for the tive years.

Dzta in fig 3 shows that the percentage of
pupils exposed o preschool  education
opportomiies who scored up o 50% 15 above
average, from iz lowest 67% In year obie to its
highest score of 24% in the fifth vear, The
percentage of pupils not exposed o preschool
education  oppormunities  who scored 5004
ranged from s lowest 23% in the first vear to
its highest score of 5% in the fourth year, a
litle above average score This reflects poor
perfonmance,  mdicating  that  admission  of
majenty of the pupils wio public secondary
schools would be  difficult, the English
Langnage being a very important subject.

Discussion

The smdwv's finding for research question ong
specifies thar the mean scores of Pupilks
Expozed to Preschool Education Opportunities
{PEPSEL| exceaded the mean scores of Pupils
Mot Exposed to Preschool  Education
Opportmuties (PNEPSED) for all the dems. It
is clear mhar pupils exposed 1 preschool
education epporiunities are better in cognitive
abilives such as compeehension of facts,
interpretation of information. recalling tacts
learnt, expresseon of self, adpstmg to school
RCTIVINRES, poem reciibion and Communicarkon
abilities than pumls pot exposed o preschool
education opporuniiies, This finding lemwds
credence to (Gormley, Ted, Philips & Dawsop,
2008, Campbell & Ramey, 1995; Burger, 2010,
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Camalli, Vargas, BEvan & Bamet, 20107, They
foutd thar early school ediscation bod o
stgnbficant mpact on children's Communication
skills, cognoitive skills, asd developmeat,

Faor resenfch question Two, the menn scores of
FEPSED for all the items except item 3
exceeded the mean scores of PNEPSED,
implving that pupils exposed to preschool
education  opportanities  are bettar  in
psvchomotor abilities such a5 drawing, copying
notes, playing a mmsical nstrument and craft
pctivimizs than pupals oot exposed o preschonl
sducation oppormimities. When pupils are pu
theowgh o exposed o appropriate prescheol
education, they aré mvolved in  mynad
constmactive play during which their caregivers
guide them o play constructvely, and bemce
they develop cnncal thmking and  reasoning
obilies  and  skalls.  Threough  such  play
potivities, children learn positive valves and
practice social skills. This findibg comobogates
with FaasWu & Geiger (2017 )that their carly
childhood education pesitively  influenced
children development of cORnirive, Teasoning
and peychomotor skills,

The finding of the study for research question
three indicates thal mean scores for all the
items of PEPSED (3,52} is greater than that for
FREPSED (255 for all thee items n social
inreraction abilities of pupdls in areas such as
relating with peers more freely, relating with
teachers move easily, expressing self bemer,
feeling of belonging, working collaboratively
with metesipeers and emotional aiachment in
the classronm. Obviously, atending school ar
the early phase of life is crocial for a child's
educarion and social skills Children tot given
such early childhood or preschool education
opporunities are both academically (leaming
outcomes) and socially dizadvantnged. They
have the endency tologe out on vital oc cntical
stages/phases of development nnd inTeracTions
with their peers (mares) and equaliy minimise
the possibility of academic and ecucationsl
stuccesses  and  progress.This can  wigger
concems of social isolation. depression andlow
self-esteem, This finding lends credence with
that of Enemuch (2020) who fouensd that pupils
exposed o enprly childhood or preschool

education were more coordinsied. expressive

and confident, composed and creatrve o the
claseronm than their couvnrerparts who had no
early childlood education expenence. The
finding also sgrees with Melwisl, (2014} that
early childhood education and care contribute
sigmificantly to children's linguistic and social
skalls and well-being.

The fndings for research question four indicate
a significant difference between the academic
performance of pupils expossd t© preschool
education and those not exposed to preschool
gducanon  in Mathemotics, This  finding
corroborites Garcia, Heckman, Leaf, & Prados
(20200 who found that chikdren's exposure to
preschool improves their thinking skills and
cognitive - abilities.For research question five,
the finding indicnes @ sigmifcanr difference
between the academic performance of papils
exposed o preschool education and those pot
exposed o preschonl educarion in e Gensral
paper. For research question six, the findings
indicatz a signuficant difference betwesa the
academic performance of pupils exposed to
praschond education and those nod expossd 1o
preschos] educanon in English Language. The
propoctions of pupils. whe scored 50% and
above was higher for pupils exposed o
preschool education than pupils not exposed to
preschosd  edwcation  opporunities o
Mathematics, general paper, and English
language. This finding lends credence 1o Sacks
& Puzz (2006), They upbeld thar & high-
quality earfy childhood/preschool progranume
attendance  increases  childeen  willingness,
readiness, and the ability for kindergzren
(nursery -schooly and bring abowt loogs
termpositive improvements in children school
outcomies and soctal interaction’relationship.
The finding alzo suppors Foas, Wu & Gejger
(2017} that preschool educarion is beneficial in
students leamiing eancomes in latzr school.

Conclusion

Thiz studys fOndings clearly show thar pupils
exposed 1o preschood sducation oppormininies
have beter cognitive, psychomotor and social
interaction abilifies than pupils pw exposed to
preschool  educetion. The  findings albso
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indicated that pupils expossd to  prescheol
edicarion oppormimities performed bener o
academics in Mathematics, English Language,
and General paper than pupils oot exposed 0
preschool education. Thus, this smdy has
established expomure of children to preschool
education fo have o significan! imphet on
pupils' ecademic performence in mathematics.
general paper, and English language, Hence
axposing o child o preschool aduwaron (s
beneficial i his'her academic development.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, the
fellowing recommendations wers proffered:

L. Parenis should ensure that they take the
preschool education of their children as very
iporTant and serously mvest in it

2, All  stnkeheolders i the educetion
sty should mvest m preschool sducation
by building quality preschools Tor children

3. Migerian government should enact law
of  compulsory  preschool  education  for
chililren,

. Govarnment should continue to create
more awereness and - enlightenment of the
general MNigerien public of the need w0 ensure
preschool education for children

Contributions to Knowledge

The study has mede signiticant contributions o
e existing body of knewledge by providing
empirical  evidence  of  the  lmpact  of
preschool'kindergasten  education on  the
improvement of primary  school  pupils'
cognitive abilities, pesychomoior skills - and
social interaction abilities. The study furiher
demonstrated that the academic achievement of
pupils: who  were exposed w preschool
education were betfer tham thelr counfepparts
who had no preschool education exposure in
e thres  subjects examumed.  These
centmbuotions will help previde puidance for
effecrive school administration.
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