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Abstract

The poper discussed some of the needed parodigm shift for repositioning educational
curriculum for sustoinable development in Nigeric. It went further to onalyze the
views of various scholars sbout repositioning of educalional curriculum for
sustainable development wich is globally ucknowdedged. This is because no nation
can grow adequately without oppropriate curricuium thot will reflect the changes in
the society. This paper examines the concept of education, curriculum as the hridge
between education ond development; the importance and foctors that bring ebout
the repesitioning of educationc! curriculum. The paper recommends that curricutum
should not be stotic, but dynamic to meet the changing needs of the soclety. The
curticulum should be repositioned ord structured in such a way that the learners will
acquire relevant skills which enoble them (o develop themselves, the society and also
contribute to sustoinable deveiopment of the country. There is need for adequate
funding of teocher educotion for the purpose of implementing the curriculum
knowing fully well that national transformation depends on qualitative teocher
education,
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Introduction

The major problem to sustainable development is how to mativate people
to change or eradicate the already established behaviours that are retrogressive.
Change is Inevitable but human being is resentful to it. Teaching should focus more
on practical education which should assist the individual to acquire relevant skills
that could promote sustainable national development. According to 8aha, (2005),
the idea of education for sustainable development has a special role in vindicating
how various processes in education, which lies at the heart of promoting change in
human behaviour, can be used on global level to help things arcund, Education has a
spaclal role and responsibiiity in contributing 10 the challenges of sustainability.
Educational curriculum should be structured and restructured to meet the changing
needs of socisty.
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Education

The term education has no universally accepted meaning. But we do know
and agree that the word is derived from the Latin word “educanre” meaning to
“raise” to “train” and 10 “bring up”. On & more general [evel, education refers to a
range of activities and experlences varying from formal teaching to the bullding oi
underlying understanding and knowdedge. This implies that education is a lifelong
process, leading to bringing out the best in every human being. Datta {1984) in
ltedjere {2007) asserted that “education is the transmission of knowledge, skills,
ideas, attitudes and patterns of behaviours™. All to be transmittad is the culture of
the people hence in a concise form, {ftecjere 1293), said that education can be
viewed as a way of transmitting and accuiturization of people. Whawo in Oloya and
Egbule (2015) sees education as the process of developing the indivicually
physically, mentally, morally and sacially for his own welfare and for the benefits of
the sociaty.

Okarosaye Orobite in Nnabuo [2007) sees education 38 2 process, a product,
and @ discipiine. As a process, it is activity of preserving, developing, and
transmitting culture of the people from one generation to another.” As a preduct, it
refers to change whether ovar or covert, implicit or explicit, which education is
expected to bring about. [n the same way, Okorosaye-Onbite {2005) stressed that
the product of education is the educated man, who in African context Is one who
shows avidence of a weil integrated personalty.. he s ecaonomically efficient,
soclally and publically competant, morally accepted and intellectually and culturally
sophisticated.

In summation, Ukeje [2000] stated that:

Maclezn (Z005) notes that, aithough thers are many keys to development
Education is power, it fs a process of acquiring knowledge and ideas that
shape and condition man’s ottitude and actievements; it is o process of
developing the child’s moral, physicol, emotional and intellectual power for
his contribution in sociol reform; it is the process of mastering the faws of
nature and for utilizing them effectively for the welfare of the indwiduel and
for social reconstruction; it is the art of the ulilization of knowiedge for
complete iving.

Such as Improved infrastructure such as dams, roads, telecommunication
facilities, sports and the like, education Is regarded as being the master key to
cconomic and social development. High quality and relevent education and
schooling have been shown to open the doorsto:

- Equality

- Sustalnable development

- Poverty alleviation

- Justice

- fainstreaming of the marginalized and vulnerable groups In the society.
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in whatever form of definition we adopt, education is a socia! process and a
continuous process till death. It is an attempt to develop the personality of the
child and prepare him for the membership of the society. Plata, one of the first
important thinkers in education believed that education had to be holistic and
ought to play a prominent position in the formation of citizens UNESCO (2011).
Education could be formal, informal or non farmal.

Instruction at all levels has to be oriented toward incuicating the following
values as outlined in the National policy on education,
= Respect for the work and dignity of the individuals,

- Faith in man’s ability to make national decisions

- Moral and spiritual vaiues in personal and human relations

~ Shared responsibility for the common good of society,,

- Respect for the dignity of labour

~ Promotion of the emotional, physical and psychological health of all chiidren.

Sustainable Development

Sustainable development has been described as a construct, which envision
development as meeting the need of the present generation without compromising
the needs of future generation {Ugoh, 2008). It implies that while education meets
the need of the present, it does not compromise the ability of the future generations
to meet its own need. Never the less, this ability to meet the needs is determined by
human capital (through education, technology advance, and through physicai capital
{machine, tool etc). Kunda argues that continued sustainable development is anly
possible or assured when it is agreed and indeed concrete steps are taken to raise
the level of literacy and numeracy in any society. Curriculum innavation, educational
institutions and their programmes are therefore the tools and its sustainability.

Sustainable development has also been defined by the Nigerian
study/Action Team (NEST), 1991 in Osuji {Nnabuo & Abodike 2007) as “an approach
that combines the development needs and aspirations of the present without
compromising the abllity of the future while also maintaining ecological integrity”
According to Osuji, (2004}, this implies a development process that is equitable and
sensitive too ecological and environmental issues. |t depends on the initiatives,
resourcefulness and discipline of human beings who are the managers of
developmental programmes.

Sustainable development as defined in the Human Development report of
2003 and quoted by Okonji lweala {2005) “reflect as the process that meets the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future generations to
meet their own needs’. Sustainable development is therefore development that
helps to improve the quality of human life, that is economicaily, socially and in a
politicaily participatory manner.

I



312 Eboh R.N. & Egwu LG.

Curriculum as the Bridge between Education and Development

Curriculum can be viewed as a road map for achieving socially agreed
deveiopment and education goals. it embeds the vision of society and the worid —
that we aspire to shape the knowledge, skills and values needed to live in and
change that society and world. Some have argued that the curriculum is to
education what constitution is to democracy. Another useful perspective on
curriculum is as biological analogy: the curricuium is the DNA of education. it
encodes the goals, and the blueprint, for who the society want individuals to
become, which is more than just a collection of study plans and syllabi or of acquired
knowledge, skills and/or character traits.

It is the curriculum that determines to a large extent whether education is
inclusive, thus playing a significant role in ensuring that provision is equitable. It is
the curriculum that provides the structure for the provision of quality learning,
especially where teachers might be under-qualified and inexperienced, their
classrooms under-resourced and their students lacking the prior frame works within
which to situate their learning. And it is the curriculum that articulates both the
competences necessary for lifelong learning and those needed for holistic
development.

The curriculum therefore lies at the crossroads of these four key aspects of
sustainable develapment goals: that education should be inclusive and eguitabie,
characterized by quality learning, promote, lifelong learning, and relevant to holistic
development. Curriculum in other words, provides the bridge between education
and development and it is the competencies associated with [ifelong learning and
aligned with development needs, in the broadest, holistic sense of the term, that
span the bridge. A well-designed curriculum serves a core to which all other aspects
of education system are tethered. The curriculum determines what will be taught
and learned by whom, when and where. It determined not only the content but also
the sequencing of the {earning and the overall educational experience. Curriculum
also determines the articulation of learning and of educational experiences across
sub sectors of the education system as well as across learning settings. The
curriculum interprets, shapes and reflect our “social imaginary”. Curriculum aims are
always embedded within a broader context of social relation and practices. A social
imaginary is a way of thinking shared in a society by ordinary people, it involves
common understandings that make every-day practices possible, giving them sense
and legitimacy. Curriculum is critically important in any society as it engages in
collective dialogue about what knowledge, skills and values are of such importance
that they need to be learned by all.

The discourse of competencies in curriculum has elaborated more
sophisticated, integrated and holistic understanding of what it is that we want young
people to learn, be able to do and to become. Not content knowledge on its own,
not as the pendulum has swung away from rote learned content skills alone. The
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contemporary context in which young people are growing present them with an
environment more complex and challenges possibly greater than ever makes the
role of curriculum and its associated competencies more important than might to
date has been imagined. Young people face greater challenges that we have ever
had as a result of increasingly globalised world {UNESCO intentional Bureau of
Education 2015). Therefore the need for curriculum repositioning become
imperative to meet the changing needs of the society- whereby the individual will
acquired skills which will make them to be useful not oniy to themselves but also to
the society in general which will equally bring sustainable development.

Concept of Repositioning Curriculum in Education

According to Chambers Dictionary New Edition, Reposition simply means to
put in a different position. In other words it means to move or place in a different
position. Repositioning means a change of the old order to the new order or a
transformation of the curriculum from the old order to the new order. If there is a
deliberate novel specific shift in the curriculumn on the basis of the fact that it will be
more effective in the attainment of specified objectives, the curriculum could be
repositioned. To reposition in education is to create, or put something different into
the existing curriculum to make it more efficacious. The something different that is
being put into the curriculum could be in respect of the goals and objectives of
education, content, learning experiences, curriculum materials and evaluation. What
motivates repositioning is the need to have something that is better or preferabie
and something that will improve existing situation. Curriculum reposition in
education entails the introduction of novel ideas and practices in the entire
curriculum. It means to renew the existing curriculum so as to make it relevant to
the varying needs and aspirations of the learners and to the ever changing needs of
the society.

Reasons for Repaositioning Educational Curricuium

Curriculum is probably the most important construction in education that
reflects the knowiledge that are believe to be of most importance, the skills that are
hold to be most useful and the values that are cherish above all.

These social constructions are not made in a vacuum: they take on
significance with respect to our socio-cultural horizons, The curriculum as much as
any country’s national constitution, both reflects and shapes these horizons. The
curriculum reflects those horizons by including the development of competences
that prepare young people for decent work.

Curriculum needs to be repositioned since it interprets, shapes and reflects
or social imaginary. Curriculum aims are always embedded within a broader context
of social relations and practices. A social imaginary is a way of thinking, shared in a
society by ordinary people, it involves common understandings that make every-day
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practices possible, givirg them sense and legitimacy. Curriculum is also eritie="y
important in any soclety as It engages in a collective dialopue about whs=:
knowledge, skills and values are of such Importance that they need to leam by a1
The curriculum reflects our most Important values and our most importsa:
purposes,

Curriculum instead of being viewed as @ collection of study plans, syllabi ang
teaching subjects, [t becomes the outcome of 3 process reflecting a polltical &nd
socictal agrezment about the what, why and how education for the desired socisty
of the future. The consensus reflected in the curriculum can potentially provide &
reference framework for putting learners’ welfare and development at the core of
the education system, This fremework can also help strengthen the links betwesn
education policy and curricuium reform, and respond more effectively io the
expectations and demand of youth and society.

Curriculum could 2kso be rapositioned when there is change In social order.
The schoal system exists in a society and the curriculum Is an Instrument for
educating individuals In the soclety for thelr cwn good and the good of the saciety.
The school curriculum is geared to transmit te individuals the societal beliefs, values,
aspirztions and ideals.

Dynamic nature of knowledge also necessitates curriculum repositioning. It
has been widely acknowledged that knovdedge is not stable but rather it is dynamic
in nature. There fs knowledge expiosion nearly in all courses/subjects. Because of
researches In knowledge, some aspects of knovdedge in some subjects are now
obsoiete. That requires total change that should be reflected in the curriculum.

Research findings in respect of how !earning occurs. Various researches in
education, in psychology of learning and in intzllectuzl development among others
have revealed some new insights into how learning ocgurs. The research findings
have had much influence an instructional methods and techniques in teaching and
learning situations. It is therefore important that educational currfewium should be
repositioned ta care of such relevant research findings.

Process of Repositioning Educational Curriculunm
Curriculum in education can ke repositioned through the followings ways:

a. Identification of the area that needs repositioning and the agreement of the
need for repositioning. This will invelve the curriculum experts concerned with
the system to observe and study activities In the schooi and the sodiaty. From
the study, areas that do nat satisfy the neads of the learner, schaol and sceiety
can be identified. In this situation, suggestions for reposition will be made and
agreement 35 to the area that needs reposition wiil be reached.

b. Idantification of direction of changa. This means thinking out new objectives
which invarisbly implies having new practices that will most probably meet the
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identified needs, It is at this stage that batter altarnatives to repiace old ideas
requiring repasition are thought out {Ughamadu, 2002).

¢. Designing a curriculum: The government has to design 2 curriculum for varlous
subject disciplines to be taught at the levels of educational institutions in the
country: Okam (2004} Danladi {2006) agreed that the success of repositioning
education in Nigerla, the government must design a curriculum which must be
fiernly rogted in the changing nature of knowledge, leaner and the [earning
activities to meet the needs and aspiration of the soclety, Danladi (2008) reflects
that, this is because “curriculum is the sum total of all learning in the schools
directed and experiences offerad to 2 child in an aitempt to prepare him or her
for life through training in the cognitive affective and psychomator domains, He
mainteins that this will help the learners In zll the levels of educational
development and this assist 'n developing national consciousness and a sense of
national unity.

d. Provision of Adequate Qualifiad teachers. To reposition curriculum in education,
the government has to provide trained teachers who are characterized by the
following virtues and gualities:

i, Teachers wha have possessed certain knowledge, understanding and
perspective which are in line with the ideas of good citizenship.

il. Teachers who have possessed professional skill amd model techniques of the
curriculum content which subscribes a mastery of certain core subject area of
knowledge that are not only refevant and related to leachers present life style,
hut necessary as a preliminary preparation to sl later, knowladge acquisition
and understanding their subject discipline {Adesma 1580},

Lambert (2003} reflects that, the governmeant must build enough classrooms
with fumiture to provide 3 madimum of "40" pupils per teacher for effective
classroom management and enshrine discipling on the learners. Danladi 92006)
expatiste that these teachers must be givan incentive motivations sa as 1o enable
them put tn thelr best by paying their salaries on time and regular, giving them
appropriste promotion to carrect grade levels, granting them in-service training,
arganizing refrasher courses which will update their skills in teaching.

2. Providing Information and communication technology (ICT). According to
Ibadiven (2006) Infarmation and communication technology (ICT) is a process
of creating, processing, storing, retrieving and disseminating information and
data using computers and tele-communication. He want on 0 expatiate that
{1CT) embraces the use of computer Internet, electronic mail {e-mailj satellites’,
tple-communication, global system of mobiles (GSM) and global packet radio
services (GPRS), World wide website (WWW) are the rest: Therefore,
repasitioning academic curriculum, the government has the task of providing
computer, Internet sarvice facllities, computer laboratories, generators where
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the national electricity power supply is not adequate as well as trained
computer literate teachers to teach the learners.

Benefits of Repositioning Educationat Curriculum

Curriculum repositioning is important in that it provides adequate means
with which educational practices can meet up their inherent diverse roles at any
paint in time. It is also important as it aims at having dynamic educational practices
that are not at variance with the changing value and aspiration of the society in
which the school exist. Furthermore, Curriculum repositioning in general are
directed towards improving performance of the school system.

The curriculum has a key role to play in the achievement of the post 2015
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) related to education which is listed as
Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4) and it is an essential means for attaining
inclusive, sustainable and holistic development.

The Repositioning of Academic Curriculum for competitiveness recognizes
that enrclment performance and the quality of the curriculum can both be
significantly enhanced when curriculum is prepared, aligned, re-engineered, or
tampered with enrolment in mind. The curriculum will facilitate enrolment while
specifically locating the area of need in the educational system.

The articulation of methods recalibrates fundamental curriculum design and
content to align with the enrolment structure.

Repositioning curriculum will help academics and enrolment managers to
better position curriculum and programmes of study in the complex global learning
market place and improving enrolment performance.

Ughamadu (2002) outlined the following as the importance of curriculum
repositioning as it:

- Enables educational practices to change from time to time so as to settle the
consequent changes in the society.

= Provides the means of trying new research findings.

- Enables classroom teachers to solve some instructional problems that they
occasionally encountered in the teaching/learning setting.

- Enables classroom teachers to acquire new knowledge that will make them
more effective and productive. ’

Factors that Influence Repositioning Educational Curriculum
Some of the factors as outlined by Okeke (1981} includes:-
- Change in the objectives of educatian emanating from change in the social
values, beliefs and tradition.
- Change in the nature of knowledge and content of education.
- Change in the system of education
- Change necessitated from feedback from evaluation.



freernationsl icurno! of Studkes in Educotion. Vol 15, Mo 2 317

The abjeciives of colonlal education in Nigesia was found to be Inadequate
1o cater for the needs of the society hence new objectives of education were
thought of: The Natfonal Conference organized by the Nigerlan educational
research counci! due to inadequacy in the objectives of colonial education resulted
in new goals and abjectives of education, as embodied in the Mational palicy an
Education 1877 revised in 1981, As the exlsting curriculum then could not meet the
riew goals and objectives of education, it became a factor that necessitated for
curriculum reposttioning.

There [s a great increase in knowledge and possible context af education,
once there exist substantial in knowledge and context of education, the curricuium
will gbviously be affected.

The discovery of new ways of learning or organkzing learning expericnce
such as computer based learning, teaching machines; discovery mathads through
educational researches exert great pressure on education and the curriculum. The
profound changes in the context of education, in addition to ways of organizing
l@arming are potent factors influgncing school curriculum. The Comparative
Education Study and Adaptation Cantre {CESAC) Lagos based their development of
curricuium packages on the idea of leaming by discevery.

Any change in the educational system will obviously affect the curriculum.
Since the scheo! curriculum is normally cperated within a system, It is quite in order
that any change in educstional system wiil affect the curricuium, During the time
Nigeria change her system of education to 6—3 ~ 3 — 4, the curriculum was also
changed to a reasonable extent. If the number of years for particular level of
education is increased or decreased, it must 2lso affect the context of the
curriculum. Currdculum is usually evaluated to find out whether the degree or
extent of attainment of objectives by learners, the strengths and weakness of the
curricelum and the total impact of the curriculum on the schao! system and the
seciety in general. The feedback from such evaluation will help in taking decision in
respect of whether there is need to reposition the existing curriculum or not, The
feedbacks usualiy turn out to be a factor that influences curriculum repositioning.

Recommendations
° The curriculum should not be static but dynamic to meet the changing needs of
the soclety.
¢ The eurriculum should ba restructure in 2 way that the learners will acquire
relevant skills which will enable to dev=iop not only themselves but also the
society [n general.
© There is need for adequate funding of Teacher Education who are at the verge of
implementing the curriculum knowing fully well that national transformation
depands on qualitative teachier education. y
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o Curriculum experts should be used in curriculum planning and repositioning in
order to reflect the social cultural milieu of the society in which education is
being provided, reflects the learners interest, needs, capabilities, level of
development, disposition, ather physical and psychological characteristics and
the way they learn, reflects the skills, ideas, habit, value, patterns and other
aspects of life of a given society the school is expected to transmit to the young
ones.

Conclusion

The importance of repositioning the Educational curriculum cannot be
overemphasized because it is globally recognized that curricuium determined the
educational system and quality of learner produced. The government has the
challenge of designing an appropriate curriculum for various subject disciplines to be
taught in various levels of educational institutions in the country. For the purpose of
repositioning curriculum education in Nigeria and its success, the government must
design a curriculum which must be firmly rooted in the changing nature of
knowledge, learners and the learning activities to meet the needs and aspiration of
the society.
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