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THE ROLE OF RELIGION A5 A TOOL FOR CONFLICT
RESOLUTION AND PEACE IN NIGERIA.

OSAJIE, JUSTINA .N.

Introduction

The world wday is full of many problems part of which are,
schicism, oppression, fear and crises. It therefore, becomes obviously
presumed in some nations ke Migena that erises at the rate it is
occurring 15 not escapable.  Crsis/conflict is a recuring natural
phenomenon which is unavoidable in every socio-cultural, political and
economic behavioural setting. However, crisis depending on how it is
being handled, could affect the society positively or negatively,  In the
case of Migeria, one of the types of violent crises that incessantly affect
the socio-political history of the nation is religious differences. Such
religious crises are common and particularly takes place between the
Muslims and Christians population in the Northern part of the country.

These crises 5o affected the nation that it has resulted o a straned
relationship between Muslims and Chnstians; many lives lost,
properties destroyed and many being displaced and became refugees in
their own coumtry.  In line with this, Onabanjo (2011) states that
“conflicts and crises have hindered genutne national inlegration more
than fifiy years afier Nigeria's independence thus raising serious
concerns on the unity of the nation ",

According to Obasi (2009), the issuc of conflict can influence, aller
gnd shape the lives of citizens or mdividuals.  If it 15 not controlled
praperly, resolvement/peace will not be achieved. Peace itself is not
easily come by; it is & process and it takes time and efforts to realize it.
Cihasi {2009 went further to ask how conflicts can be handled. resolved
and achieved peacefully. The difficulty we encounter cach day 15 that
conflict can be resolved but peace may not be achieved, This is where
religion has to play a significant role in the process of peace resolving
and since Nigeria is a multi-religious nation; our concern 15 nol on any
particular religion but on the rale of combining efforts and ideas of the
three main religions  Islam, Cheistianity and African Traditional
Religion (A T.R). This work among other things scek to contnibute her
guota towards resolving the Religious crises facing Nigeria as much has
been said and written on this direction.
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Conceptual Framewaork
Religion:

The word Religion has been defined by many authors in diverse
wiays.  Johnston and Sampson | 1994) defined religion as “an
mstitutional framework within which specific theological doetrines and
practices are advocated and pursued, usually smong a community of a
like minded belicvers™. Heynes (1993 ) stated that religion is “a system
of language and practices that organizes the world in terms of what i3
decmed holy™,

Dubois (2008) observed that religion is “a powerful constituent of
cultural norms and values because it addresses the most profound
existential issues of human life (for example, freedom and incvitably,
fear and faith, security and msecurity, rght or wrong, sacred and
profane}, therefore, decply implicated in individual and social
conceplions of peace.

In line with the above, Okwueze (2003) saw religion as“a regulated
pattern of life of a people in which expenences, heliefs, and knowledge
are reflected in man's world, the physical as well as the metaphvsical
world”,

According to Daparny (2009), religion has to do with “the belief in
the existence of the supematural Bein &, and how such belief can help in
influcncing the attitudes of religions sdherents 1o growih and
development in Nigeria". Mo matter what unc thinks about the
definition of religion and its impact, it 15 obviously known that religion
cannot be put aside, unavoidable and synonymous with life,

Peace: Peace as David (200%) swated is generally defined “av the
absence of way, fear, conflict, anxiely, suffering and violence and ahout
peaceful co-existence. It is primarily concerned with creating and
matntaining a fust order in rociety dnd the resolution of conflict by non-
violent means”. This definition, is line with that of Rummel (1981)
“whe regards Peace ‘as the absence af dizssension, 1iglones or War; o
state of concord, harmony and ranguiliy.  In apreement with this,
Galtung (1996) opines that peace iz a state of abwence of hostiliy
disturbance or agitation ™

From the afore definitions, jt mplics that peace making is
associated with conflict resolution without the use of violence.
Therefore, peace prevents loss oflife and build kuman capacity.
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Conflict/Crisis:

Scholars have arrived that conflict is an unavoidable process of
social Tlife and basically of social existence, According to Aja Akpuru
(2007), stated that “conflict involves two or maore parties that have or
perceive in compatibility in cither interests and values, or in strategy of
achieving the ends desired, For him, conflict is a strain in 2 relationship
that goes with emotion, The higher the emotion, the high tendency ofan
evolving conflict miensity.

Sheha (2007) maintained that canflict occurs even in the best’ of
human societics. That conflict index includes mumal image of
misundersianding, hostile utierances., actions and responses that seek to
put the interest(s) of the other party in a disadvantaged positiot.

The word “Conflict” has been defined by many scholars, { Pondy,
1967: Katz and Kahn, 1987, Flippo, 1980; Me Enery,1985; and
Anuguom, 1997) have defined conflict in different ways, meaning and
interpretations. One common factor in these definitions is that conlict
is the expression of disagrcement over something paramount o WO
individuals, groups, states of Nations when they have different views or
opinions, goals, needs, values and they fight over limited resources.
This view scems to be in line with Coser as cited by Adejo (2002) that
crisis/condlict is "u strugele between and among inadividuals ar groups
aver valiues and claims to SCaree FEFOUITES, stafus symbols and power
hases " The objective of the individuals or groups engaged in conflictis
to neutralize, injure or eliminate their rivals so that they can enjoy the
scarce resources, the status, symbals and power.

From the above therefore, conflict is obtainable in situations where
goals, aspirations, inferest, the needs of the social groups cannol be
achieved. Thus, Adejo (2001) sees confhet “as disjunctive process
which results in the disruption and desiruciion of ail so certain of the
bowmds of wnity that may previously have existed between dispulanis,

Religious Conflict

Religious conflict on the other hand by Ugwu cited in Gefwen
(2004) is conceptualized “asa specific form af conflic] between groups
which diffeved ideologically along religious lines within a pluralistic
setting with each striving for political relevance”. In ather words,
religious mterest is like pol tical interest that must be operated or go
hand inhand with the principle ofdivide and rule.,

‘This separation is quite important o1 the bases of doctrine and faith.
Therefore, religious crisis refers to those who do not belong to the same
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faith and who are well guided and protected by some classified or
unclassified doctrines. No wonder, Takaya (1992) pointed on this issue
and avers that; “Refigions are parochial and emotional socialisers,

They specialize in building one faith exclusive brotherhood
communities. Religion at some point is politics and is the mest potent
and long lasting political association. Maoreover, religions creeds excite
and extraci the deepest possible emotional and physical lovalries from
their jaith "

This view also scems to agree with Nwaomah {2010) who observed
that conversion campaigns as in Migeria, by ﬂgﬁpnsiug religion(s) and
fanaticism arising from indoctrination of erents, mostly due to
parochial education, can also reinforee religious hostilities and thus
create a conflict.  In other words, things that make religions crises
special are the kind of results on religious docirines being seen by the
people, the formation of values, feclings and cmotions of the
identification of the groups.

Various Religious Crises in Nigeria (Colonial and Post Colonial
Period)

Between 1966 and 2015, many religious conflicts, resulting in the
death of thousands and millions of people, destruction of churches and
masgues and properties were encountered in Nigeria, The most recent
of these religious crisis is the conflict and terrorist attack that have been
traced to the Boko Haram, an Islamic group with ather terrorist groups
outside Migeria. The proup originated in 2002, in the capital of Nigeria's
northeastemn Bomo State, Maiduguri, Though, these crizes are religious
In nature, other factors according fo Nwaomah (2010) have also been
Identified as contributory or even Jundamental to the crisis; and that the
myriad of causes remote and immediate could be sumned into religious,
socie political and economic factors,

The first and most recorded event of what appeared to be a political
erigis but which later assumed a religions status was in 1966, The result
of the Kaduna Nzeogwu aborted Coupd' et at led to the Pogrom where
the easterners residing in Kano were massacred in Sabon Gari in
retaliation of their leaders who died in the process of the Coupd' etat
{Ibenwa and Ugwu, 2006). To buttress this view, Ekwunife (1992)
states that the failure of the Coupd' etat later flowered into blood civil
war.

In 1980, there was a religious riot in Yan Awaki Ward which
Mohammed Marwa Maitatsine, a Cameroonian bom, who raised
unreasonably Muslim group that held Nigeria at ransome through his
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much killings in which thousands of people and properties were
destrroyed.  Again, one of the very first serious religions cnses that
brought quite an umimaginable problem on both lives and economy of
Migeria was in 1980 in Zara City when properties belonging to
Chnistians were destroyed without remorse.  This exercise not only
stopped the well-being of life but also spread to most other parts of
MNorthern Nigeria in 1982, The state also witnessed another religious
erisis when a group of fierce Muslim demonstrators burnt down some
churches,

Ugwu (2009 states that in 1991, there was a “Peaceful” procession
inittated by Izala Scct (Islamic Sect) to halt Rev. Reinhard Bonnke from
having a crusade in Kano which later degenerated into a bloody
relimous violence as Muslim youths inspite of all appeals by the Emir
and members of his council, still went on rampage and eventually led to
loss of lives in thousands and destruction of property.

Furthermore, m 2004, this "hot bed' of religious crisis registered
another negative landmark i killings, This was caused by & group of
people protesting against the killings in Jos, Plateau State where some
streets in Kano they unleashed their anger on wsual targets and suddenly
adeath toll of high magnitude was recorded { Adamu et al, 2004).

Anather similar incident that happened in 1987, was when Christian
students from College of Education, Kafanchan had a squabble with
Muslim students who were openly against Christian students that
organized a crusade in the campus. This not led to the kalling of people
and the burning of some mosques by Christians and some native Kajes.

Agpain, notably recorded were religious crisis in Katsina, Funtua,
Zara, Gusan and Kaduna which resulted m the burning of churches,
destroying of lives and damaging property belonging to Christians,
Kaduna in [988, saw another rehgious disturbance in Kaduna
Palytechnic where some Muslim students destroyed the foundation
walls of Christian chapel.

Gofwen (2004} observed that the other very notorious religious
cnsis, which wrecked the city of Kaduna precisely i 1992, was the
Zangon Kataf rot. This later spread to Zaria, Kaduna and Tkara all in
Kaduna State. This simply arose as a communal feud between the Kataf
Christians and Zangon Muslims (Hausa). It later assumed a new
dimension spreading to other parts of the state. In  addition, in the year
2000, religious conflict invaded the city as the crisis between Christians
and Mushms changed into an inter-religious war leaving the State in a
state of helplessness as several lives and property were destroyed.
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Recognizing the importance of religion in Nigerian crises,
Nwaomah, citing Boer (2004) observed that one cannot diseuss abaut
Nigerian political problem without relating it with religion. Ewvery
political situation always have a religious influsnce hence the political
leaders prefer to deny the religious fealing of these crizes since the value
of religion cannot be questioned in the Nigerian politics. Reacting to the
niois of 1987, for example, Kukah { 1993 stated that “President Ibrakim
B. Bebangida denied the religious basis of the riots, arguing that the
trails of destructions of ives and property in Kaduna, Laria, Katsina and
Funtua and other places in Kaduna State were politically motivated™.

Muoreso, Babangida as cited in Kukah (1993) note was quoted to
have said “the riots were .__.. Carefull ¥ planned and masterminded by
evil men who saw the incident in Kafanchan as an opporiunity to
subvent the Federal Military Government and the Nigerian nation™, In
linc with this, Binta cited in (Boer, 2004) a Muslim women leader
argued” | wan the common man to know that their leaders want to use
them for their selfish interests in the cover of religion. A lot of these
leaders are only using religion to make money and to enrich
themselves....”

Buttressing this fact, (Awowede, 2000 citing Boer 2004)asserts that
in the 2000 Kaduna riots that followed the introduction of the Sharia law
in the Nosthern states of Adamawa, Bauchi, Bomo, Jigawa, Kaduna,
Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Sokoto and Zamfara suthorities insisted that the
Kaduna crisis was beyvond religion. [tisnot religion. [tis politics.

The varying political issue of the major religions crisis in Nigeria
could be seen m misinterpretation of national cvenis. For example,
when President Shehu Shagari openly received Pope John IT in 1982,
Kukah (1993) asserts such 'fraternization’ as a reason to question the
“Muslimness™ of President Shagari, claiming that Islam was loging out
to Christianaty and the president was losing grip of asserting himself as a
Muslim leader. Based on this statement the adherents of cach religious
groups reacted violently, thereby wasting more lives and properties dug
to lack of mesquotation and interpretation af the Bible and Ouiran,

Finally, 1s the issoe of the application of the registration of Ni ZeTia
a5 a member of the organization of Islamic Countries (OIC). Ugwu
(200%) opines that “arising from such factor as Jailure jo implement the
recammendationy of the previous Judicial Commission af fnguedry,
ethnic and religious differences, allegations of marginalization and
viciimization in the civil service, historical animosity hetween the
Chiistian and Mus| im groups and political reasons, religious crisis shead
alWays emerged trying fo tear the country apart ",

Gl Miion N e S T ==

== 0 |



Effects of Religious Crises on the Economy:

The cffccts of religious crises in Nigeria arenumerous. Iospreads to
every part of the economy. Obviously speaking, ¢risis, not properly
handled laads to discrimination, insecurity, low tum of economy, poor
educational development, unemployment and mutal mistrust. This is
the situation confronting Nigeria now, where thousands of people are
being killed every day especially with the Boko Haram sect; properties
damaped and destroyed. Consequently, these damages and wastes have
made the socicty to lose the necessary manpower and service needed for
the growth and development of the nation. It deprives and discourages
the foreign investors in coming to the country to invest since ther hives
and properties may not be secured. Those who are investing due to this
problem relocate to a more secured country thereby reducing the high
rate turn up of the economy. The negative aspect of this will also mean
that those employed in these sectors will lose their jobs and the income
that would have been coming to the purse of the government will be lost,

Foreign aids will equally be lost since money cannot be imvested for
the development of the country because even it it is being invested, there
15 the tendency of being destroyed as a result of crisis.  Tounsts who
could have been visiting Nigeria which can equally boost our income
would also be suspended as fourists would be frightened due to
uncertainty and insecurity in time of crisis.

The Role of veligion in Promotion of Peace and Conflict Resolution.

Religion is regarded as of the oldest mstitutions that makes a
gipnificant contnibution to the well-being of the society. I1is a onifying
factor in the socicty hence Okwueze (2003) ated Marx's definition of
religion as “the opium of the masses ", Dunng religious crises, there are
s Thany wars and violence to the extent that without religion (opiom)
which relieves us from the pains and agony arising from so much sorrow
and agony (society), we cannot survive the difficultics that will face us
in the present life, Therefore, religion gives us hope where it appears
there is no hope. Religion makes it possible for us to live hopefully ofa
betler tomorrow simply because its teachings have relieved the pains we
areencountering today.

Religion governs the social as well as personal behaviour of Man by
providing guidelines, laws and principles relating wo his‘her interaction
with hiz'her fellow Man. This of course implies that religion is one of
the strongest forces that is used to maintain peace in the socicty.
Another purpose of religion i the society 1s to promote justice’ since
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Justice iz one of the main pillars of peace, the clements of peace and
religion are the same. Thus, peace can be achieved gnl ¥ when there is
law and order, and a state of harmony and mental calmness.

True religion must redefine ity identity and mission to address the
nany challenges of the society to uplift the spirit of the down trodden
and bring peace to them, To be precise, the church, Cathalic Church in
particular, in trying to create peace in the society from these religious
crises have sheltered and continue to shelter Internally Displaced
Citizens (IDC). These people have to be gIVen a sense of meaning
through elimination of many of their disiresses, Such painful hurts thar
show themselves in these religious crises or communal vialence that
make people to be micrnally displaced does not portray the good image
ofthe society.,

in every religion, there puust be covenant. This type of covenant is
an alliance of friendship under the Old Testament of Bihlical concept
where Jonathan and David made a covenant of friendship, For

tendency for the adberents of Christians and Muslims engaging in
religious crises will be reduced, Therefore, Nigeria necds a binding
force that will minimize, eliminate religious, communal and ethnic
confhets, This binding force is agreement or bond.  Agreement binds
people wgether through a solemn promise. [t respects individual
:denlitics, guarantees human rights and builds trust.  Trust too,
susrantces security and where there s security, there is freedom, respect,
peacefulness and creativity, Creativity nurtures development and
development helps in the healin g ol wounds of division and establishes
reconciliation (Obasi, 2009,

Hus Mepedce.orgmblogpost states that in the present age, three
thmgs ape mussing from people’s lives; love, faith and fear. Ifa person
loses these three things, hedshe becomes fearless or violent too.  Love
itx snenity and God, keeps a person humble and happy. Faithin God
et everything will he alright keeps a person going. And fear of God,
kceps one down to sarth and kind, Religion is one af the strongest
iwutons that help a person believe in these three things
smmultaneously as they are important to control human behaviour. With
thes. ome can say that religion is notonly a promoter of peace but also has
worked in the fiz]d of conflict prevention and resolution for nges,
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Conclusion

In this wnite-up, Nigenan nation is often characterized on religious
upheavals, worrics, shock and crises that are gencrated in the northern
parts of the country. It has been ohserved that both remote and
immediate causes of these crises could be responsible. The paper also
considered the role of religion as a tool for conflict resolution and peace
in Nigena,  The Muslim and Christian groups of the three major
religions in the country are, however, advised to show love, faith, fear
and understanding in their reaction by imitating the 1eachings of their
masters - Jesus Chnst and Mohammed since both masters profess peace
in their teachings, For example, in the Bible, Romans 12; 15 and the Haly
Cruran m Surah Al-Maidah Chapter 5:5. If this can be done, T believe that
there will be peace, sanity and tranquility in the nation, ifand only if the
followers of these faiths live up to expectation set for them by their
respective religions, then the nation will move from crises of civilization
to dialogues of civilization.

Recommendation

It 18 obviowsly true that, there is no academic research work without
the problem being solved.  On this note that this write-up offers a
aumber of solutions to these religious crises in the country.

One of the selutions, is that, government should not be partial
towards the formulation of religious policies. The two religions should
not be favoured over or against one another as Boer (2004) explained
“we have already heard in volime one thar, while the government had
refused visas to some world famous, popular Muslims, Louis Farvakhan
aid Ahmed Deedat, of the USA and Sowth Africa respectively, the
Christian evangelist, Bonnke, was allowed 1o come and hold his revival.
Thix perceived governmeni partiality led to Muslim anger. In that tense
context, Chelstians had the bad tasks of agoressively promoting Bonnke
with doud speakers in Muslim neighowrhoods ”. This type of behavour
should be abhomred especially where people involved are hostile and
aggressive,

Secondly, inadequate action/measure by povernment also aided the
regular occurrence of religious crisis. It was shown by Boer (2004)
when he asserts that some of the factors that “aid the confused religious
crizex are, lack of appropriate action ar the part of government in
addressing the underlying problems that caused the riots, in stopping
them in punishing the perpetrators. The police appear almost withour
exception in the work lights for either showing up too late or for being
pravtof the problem not in frequenting complicaring situations ",
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the people involved haye the notion of honest and frustworthy intention,
Dialogue needs open mindedness, grysh and sincerity, |y should be dope
first rather thap, calling it up when the harm has hepp made. This wag

HSIGNCE) swgng fo Let along Meaningfilly fogether* Dialogue Instead
of vinlenge, however, becomes a heger means of achieving pesce all

Thus, the Musli and Christian Hroups should gep themselves gx
one. Is ofng :mcimiﬂn,ginferenws dloneanother. Wheg this behavioye
i5 exhibipag and adopted by adherents of religions. there wil] he Peace,
unity angd han'nm!].-' which wij enhance national  growih ang

Christian religioys education/Islamje studies should pe ncluded i
the schag] curricufum gt gz levels of educationg) endeavour in other to
impart mara] Instriuctions g the populage; because wish it, there will he
s:uifdi-;cipiineand the lendency g Causa riot or duvjnntheha'n:iuur will be
minifmized.
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