Journal of Educational Pesspactives

SAME SEX MARRIAGE: ITS IMPLICATIONS O FARMILY,
MORAL AND SOCIAL ASPECTS OF THE SOCIETY.
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Indrodwction

Iy Reuary, 20149, Presadent Good|uck Jonathan slgned into law something clledthe Same Sex Marringe [Prohibition] Ao
2004, In many ways, Che R reiterates lows alresdy on the books that catlaw Fomasessal pragices, 1T outlaws mmese
mranriags or civil union, which waes alrasdy llegal and robody wes asking Far, i autleas 1he “registration of gay ciubs, sodcties
and arganizazion, thel sustenance, processions and mestings” and “The pablic show of same sex amoroas refezionship
grectiy ar indirecthy” The lw ends in pusshment. Fouarmagn yaars imprisormant for gay mamiage or crdl ursan, i, for “the
oameing together of pereans of the same xen with the purgedss af [ving tagether as busband 2nd wife o for the purpose ol
sarne sl relatianship,” Aryoes wiwd S015 35 'witness' 1o ary such ciminal offenses same sex masriage o chal union, the
registration of gay clubs, sociaties, or onganizations |salsa in valtion of the law. As is arpori whe d G nOT repert susplcaus
actasity,

Erom hero the sonpt, with 2 few notable excepficr, o demally, deprassicgly Bamillar SWestem” nation-5States. in
perticular the United States, the Uinited Kingdam, prd semg mambers of the Eurppean Unan criticiae the ress e and
theeatenlirmibed gideut o, In fespande, The natsan’ invnkes 'oulthure” . aver and ower and over agss, From Sahivr Bepormen:
16 the Vengiord ta Poadh snid benond, fram pemed 10 lreyer 1o actidst to person on the street to the human rights and
WSS TS ActivisT whoargues agains being foned 1odepalioe same-1ex marrisge (which, BE&IN, P (0 Wis arguing ferl
an almighty hue and cry was raised acnoss the land. Migeria is under siladk. Cultuee = undes JTacH. Sasual purity & under
stade The Bile is uncer aitack. The cheldrom are under alback. Mliperises doppoet The fiiree L S0 waind 2 swron per ter. Dl aagy
prased the State and tharied the Gaod Locd (e The new [aw while pabce casrigd ool moee saeeps and conducted more
arrests, ard thousands tires stooies inba Shana courts, irying man Ter Ry cfieaas’. Tha corowwds hao decided the State was
righi, acd due proces e way boo = o Bor this aor ol sgpidamsg.
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Mndarstandably most, but not all, of those whe publicy opposed the law have done so from outside the coumtny
BimyavangsWanana found the lost chapiar of Ms memolr . dowrageoutly. From Englnd, HoanyiOdigws despaired of tha
law's "itupsciity’. Besidvirni, who had to flan Migaria for having come aut purdichs arguedthat the law is 3 ‘distraction’, given She
citliculty lonathan's goeernment currenthy has. Allmi noses 1has the vast majority of Nggarians cppads chitd maeriage, and yel
thare Is ng law barning child marnage. Pationce Akumu agrasc: "Vetednl &0 anti-gay low will not chanpe a dictator into
demedral ar revive a failing economic systern.” For mary, both i and outside of Negeria, the w1 s crimee against huomenity
amd 3 orieng agains] rissin. fet, majority of Mipsrians kave laude the passage of thie same sex peehhitaon law especally am
this moral angla, This paper a4 such mbends to hela strengthen the marsl argumant supaorting the passape af the prchibitian
of thie sa mse s marriagasn Migeria

ThaVital importance and Sacredress of Marriage

Wigriage is sared and waz-ordained of God from before the foundationaf thewarkd, Jesus Cheiss affiemed the divins origins ol
Marriage: “Have we ral fekd, that he which made them at the beginning made thom rade and female, and sald, For 19 causs
shall & ey bawyn Tather snd mother, and hall cleave ba his wife: and thoy twaln shall be one Aosh, From 1hs bimning, the
sared ratuns of massiage wi s clazsely linked tothe power of procreation. After creating Adam and Eve, God commarded them
1o *bee fruitfl, amd mlesly, 8 raplenidn Ehe arth, ared they broughe forth dhisdren, farming the first famiky. Onlya man anda
WoEman togather have the natural hiolcgics] capacity 1 concsive children, This power of procreationto create = and bring
God's dpFit children imo the worldis diviredy ghen. Misuse of this powar undermines the institution of the Family. For
millannia, drong Families have served as the fundamsental institution far trassmsting to fulure gendrationg the moeral
#rengthi, traditions, and values that sustain cvikeation. In 1942, the wodd's nations ssued P Univarsal Declaration of
Human Rights, alfeming that “the family iz the naturaland fundamental group anit of society.

mdarriage is far mare tham a contract bartwesen ndividuah 1o retify heir afisctions and provide for mutosl chipations. Bather,
marrage is vl institution for rearing chifdren and taaching theam 1o beoome esparsible adults, TheaugBaut the e,
greeramn of all types have rocognized marnape as meential In presarsing cocial cdabllite and perpetuasing ite. Regardings
ol atlher matriages were perfarmed 35-a religiais ribeeor 2 ool coremany, i 3ok sasey Cullurd mamiago hag b
predacind and endarsed by grvernments onimarily 10 presenve and foesier thie it wtlon most cendralba rearing childmenand
Eosherys Thant This rais il valuim thaf undergird ovilgption

It is true that soma coupbes vwho mdeey will e buree children, sither by choice or becsanse of indertilitg. The special status
granted marriage |5 neserihalass chngaky lnked 5o the inherard o andd cesanmsinlings ol procreation a0 10 the innate
Efferences between the genders. By conrast, SumE-Led marrage i an insciousan no longer Baked 1o gemdarta the bislogica
realities and compbemerdany natures af male zod femalte. its efloct & to decaupds marriage from & censral noée in creating ife,
nufiLning time-hancred values, andiostering family bonds across generations.

Same ek Marriape Debate o Hitorical Perspectives

Samee e 5 &0 adpecrie of, ko relating o psaple of The same sex spadifically Homosaxzuals [Langrish, 2010). Seme sexf
mamoseeualing 1§ mangic sFrual ATITaing oe hehauicur among memBens of e Samaser. Same §8x Marfapn is a marriage
cantract that is restriciad tomambars Of the sama-sex -pay man and leslians, 15 5 also described as pay marriage bt 1ha gay
pasitive groups prefarto be addrezsed 2c marriage equality. Thedr agitations haws bagn that: (a) the treatmernt givan to themis
unjusk aod unfair in a demoorate setupe (b they are not acoorded dignity and respect. |c) they e deroed hiuman ightand
Eesdom of dwice of marriaps parmers. (d] they shoukd be allowed o retwnally eapress their sexual needs (=] they are alio
i anichrg Tor financia prolechon ard as si chowoad i want the cral partrerschipunion bo be ghees full felbgiouas rghts, Thiough
thermigleng historyal homosscudl prachces, the idoa of Lameden marrape was core, wikdoly uracosgtable, Snd urbrdn anta
the midnirsies. Thes was Mllowsad by the congirued campiaign far homosseual margage, and ciadl urdan, These agRacaons
have brought about a paradigmshiftethe saciatal undesctanding znd att tudes iowards hamosesual retatiorships.

Same wex marriage has split the unlty of the angliczn Church. In some countries $e the Unked Sates of America, it isa
practics that is complex, dreshe and dehcade to handle. The Chunch now opecates under tea umbrells . the conderval ve
arog and 1he hberak. The Foersts advocsts The] same- son farcige shookl be lepafipecd and aoooeded Tull ights of
Facapniticn oot martiage contracts are doce, Partizulardy in Eaglend, tha soainruative biskaps arnintse that tha Charchiz
mat propared bo-abund ot b ditferal e hingsis Beour of theidea of gesdar mitral marfage. The Church alio considers it
witad bo maintain & critkal detanco from the state and to resist what the state & doing 1f thises at odds sath soripbure (Dooghty,
010} Trocing the matter of sam e sew down histarical lane, it must be recalled thatin 1533, the English Comemon low tradition
of ciminahizing Sadomey bagen with a procdamation f2om King Meary Vil Az the tme, Sodorry was desenibesd o any nan-
mrocreabye sexual activiy and thus incuded masturhatioon and oral sex. Hamnsesuality was it asad gt the Bms in L
nwcha, o Migerian bshop commerted thas, "seme sex graon whatever puise it may monifesd homoesaakiy, fsannm
wndomy, lssual iy pog civd parinenbas . murmeissal, ebdhal asneeson gl
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The full endismement of homosoxuad) sk -4ex marriape 25 religous sct hes sparked off an urgnding debate in the Enghsh
Churches. 1t i 0 majer threat to Chureh gehantement in the Contgrmperary Chaich. The battle Is betwaes the Episcopal
Lhurchy! the IBerat and the conserattve Chureh oo 1Be sne hand and the state en the ather. The hoese of Biskope {gays)
voled by o wide margin 10 allow gays and lesblans io Be condecrafod as hishoss, Tirey cecided bo move Saresrd co 3 froms
with regularizing the states of gays and lesbians with the Church J51lk, 2009), Their claim is that ther aim at 3 Cires whess
thess e nooutcasts Inling with thevision offarmer presading bizhop Srowning. Recently. ‘tivil partnerships wera lagalized in
Englard by the 2010 Labaur Equetty Acl. The major issee of debate is that such concrass sheuid b kel in religious sarip
ventres. Lberal democrans ke Estherssone [ 2010) arguad that 31 armendment made ir e Heuie of Lords b the Equeafity Al
2010 remowved the exprass peokibition on chell partnarship rigistration taking place in religious premizes, Representing thi
appirvon of the Fberal Demesrmts, she inslsted that lesbians, g, biseauals and transgendar mrnoges be condscted with
réfigican baguage music, and Bills reiclings. However, the Chiarch of England remains resolute on s posilicen nod 1o pEErmit
Samve- yex/ civil partnerships of registrations in thesr premises (Langyisk, 20100, Earlier on in buna 15, 2008 the first Church of
Englnd’s gay marrege betwesn Peter Cowell and David Lord {both priests) was performed in defiamce of the bishop of
Landan [Crammes, F003). A more moves towards endarsing g2y marriages and canducting of cvil parirerships in Charches
are mada, the Epizoopals hawe nomenatsd belfrey lohn as gay Bishon. Jefiay wiha they claimed as the moss suitakds is 1e
replace Tom Butler wha retined cadier this year (Sortoscoy, 20100 This developeent has been resissed by the LK
Lenservatves wha have warned of 2 split if a gay bisheg s installed. The wanning issued bythe Chisch of England is inling with
LEve recticn of thie Anghcan conseswabwes inMorth America whe fermed a rial churchin protait el the consecraticn of Gene
Robingon a4 gay bizhop. This happered in 2003 in America. Recsal Scourrenoes on the issug of Same-ses revead that the
Churchis espeisnsing intensified proscure beah from within and withaut, Whils the lbera! Bemocrats insist that gay marriape
b Integrated fully arChurchrite, the conservatines are fully reslstant of the new trend in the Church.

Implicaticn on Reprodaction and the tamity.

Dne important acpect of creatian is the charge ghen 1o mar 1o be frutful and replenish tw aarth, Man nesds to tend the
2arTh, mairtain it and ersurs it canlinuiy, Men canschieve this thigugha heterosewual unfon and fat thiguss the same e
Leinn. Reproduction is thavefore a wary fundamental aspect of manniage ¥ar e continiity of the humas race. Theimplicatian
of ersating the woman far the man wis an avenueaf sustenance of ERe-83m 7 isnat gaod for tha man 1068 31656 wilhaus the
abiliy 5o procreate. When God brought the ean snd the woman opelher, thy Eemily srsrged. The famady unit i & vy
strategic staucture in the sociely. Sociotsl e i shaped through the family unit. Thi Tamily provides the avemua for praper
nurturing of children ard cansequently the antirg seciety, God in his infirde wiscom Rrewthat the saciety can oaky bo indaadly
impacted by the family By trasting the family in thes hands of the man and woman, Gesd intended that through the
semplementary efforis of the twa, the chifdren will be gven proper dreclion. Sodalizatan of the Fstiuton af marriage will
eventually destabilize the home and Ser God's plan for the Family. I8 ereates corfusion of gesder rake and identity far the
vourger generation. # denlas 3 child sght oraccessto alove ol afather ormother And, a child needs hi lowe ol both parents.
The presence of both parents seers to be neceszary for proger emotional and mestal develooment of & child, Same sox
marriags regates divine order of pros reation throupgh sexoal relationsiig of man and waman, Becent trends in e same sex
saga show thet gay couples now make moves to sdopt children. Labour laws @8 supsartng that gay couplas can adegd
childnen, Arguments raised by gay coupies arg that children arenot necessarly indared paychalagically and may net end up
2 gays. Thoy Rave alio dissuted the mila of the stvirenment i child nurturing. (Raman Sahrson), Whatever may be theie
philosopivy, this pagss maintming that since 1 gay pesition it nen-scripturally based, the issue of gay child adaption is a
distartion af the divine ordes for PBamily. Same- seomarriage is ineargotibie with the oreatian of male and Temabe a3 distinc
i yet complementany sewual beings. After nstituting mandage, God g 1he man and woman the aubhoty ta pro-create in
ereler o mulbpsy and fill the arth, 5ee Delwesn b men o Two wams: cinsat produce children. The order of hrdng & Tamily
oty b sdopt childran as Ezmily menbory is an sberration and distartion of the eriginal order placed by God.

implications as Morality and Socdety.

The possible diminishing of refigiows freeiam is oot sheanly societal imglication of Ingalkmng same-see marrige. Perhaps tha
sk comiman Agument thal proporents of same-see marriage rmaks b thet it is essertially harnvbess and will net offect the
ingtitution of tradiional hamrpesual mamiage in any way. It wen't sffect your marriage, so why should you care?™ i the
tameman refrain. While @ may be true that aliowing same-sex mariage will not immedEstely and directly affect oxisting
maFringed, the reat question i baw it will affect society 25 2 wholg gver fimee, ddudding the rising gereration and futus
BEnrationi

In additicn ta urdirmining and diluting the sacred nature of mariage, legainng ssme-sex marrsge Brings masy practicel
Fnplicetices in thar spheéra of public poliog that will ba of concem o paments snd socety When 3 povernmicnt lagakses sime-
sen marriage as a ol rghil, i will almost certaindy anfares & wide variety of gther polices bo enfonce This. The imgEaticen of
These paditied are criteeal te undisitanding tne seriousness of condaning Sa Mgy marrispe.

P allimpertant question of public policy must be; whet ervronment 15 best for the child aad for The rising generation?
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Wkl some same-sex couples will obiain guardianshin v children, irsditional marriage provides the mast salid and weil

nitabliched social sdentity for chidren. It incrzases the likdlikaod that they will be abie to form 8 clear gender idenbity, with
serupiny closely Baked o both love and procreation, Sy contrast, 1he legal recognition of same-sex martiage may, over bme,
erode the eodial ientity, gender develapment, and maral charaster of chdldren, Mo disapue o 1S St can be coenplete
wathoul Taking iro scoour the lang-term consequences forchildren.

Az ona exam@le of kow ehildmen wal be adversely aflected, the astablishment of same-sex mariage as & chdl fight will
meatably entail changes in soheal (uricula, When the slate says that same-sex marriages @ equvabent 1o heitroseual
marriages, public school adménbr@iges wilk Teel obligated 1o support this claim. This has aiready happened in many
purisdictione, where fram elamantary schiool throwgh kigh sthaol, childrer are taught that maeriage can be defined as a lagal
unisn between tao acuits of amy gender, that the definition of family [ Muid, and in some cates that corsensua sowual
selationd sgremerally newtral. in addrion, irnmany araes, scheals arg rel reguired ta natify parents of this curricclam or ta give
Lamilies the opportunity to opt out. These developents arg already causing clishes Between the agenda of seculer ichoal
syshars and the fght ol pasénts to teach theirchiidren deeply betd standards of maoraiisg

Throughoedt histony. the family has sersed 25 an essential bulwai of indridual libey The wals of a home provide a defense
againg cetrimental social nlluences and the soametimes aesrresching powers of poeerpment, In the absence of sbuse or
negleci. government does nog have the right b Inservens inthe rearing =nd marad pducation of childaam in the kame, Seang,
indepecyd ont Families are vitad for poditical and religious frecdom.

Basidas, by deglaring 15a1 wad $hdall net be sfone, God wes cpposed to the practice of telibacy ond the suitsble help mate,
thee woman is opposed o the ams sax unicn, Tws are bette f 1Fan ane, because they have o pood reward Tor their labour, Forif
ey fall, one wll It up his companion Sug woe te Him who i alose when he falts, Tashe has ni onse 1o helpbim up. Agaan, il
two ke down together, they will keep warm, but how can oo b warm alone? | Bl 4:9-11) When sveniualy God created the
waman by Taking b gut of the man’s ribs, he browght her 10 the man oy himsell. Adam's joyiul showt at the gt of the
waman ik worky ol rote, He exclsimed, thiz i it, bone of my bones and Seshiof nmy flesh; she shall becalied woman. Thenefore
ednpk thi wardiet 'For thiscause shatl s man desve bis fatherand his mother 3nd shall deavets dinge or sdhare, abede fast) fast
Togethedr nd Be jaingd (tagether [Sirong, 19900 10 ks womon ond they both 1hed become ore fiesh (Mot 39 &6
Wiarriage 5 3 resurdting of Do consaituent parts male and female of 3 man, What was one flesh moman, in marrisge camses
togetharagain, and orco more boromaana fleshin huskand ard wils o Lagerhoe Thay Barm sainsepaenblo partnarskin, One
‘fleshmess' isrefated 1o sewual unian, seesal Unian is reserded (o marriaee, B baden & man and a woman Thisunien axclude
sdultery, farnication, and Romasesuality. Adulbery and ferrazation wene rded aut as vitlnians of the ceatar's heliness. The
semuafity aspect of marrlage is a divinely endowed ability for procreagion. Only a man and woman wegethor hove the natural
b cgical capacty ioproduce chilidnen,

This powedr ol procreatice of like in Grdes 0 bring God L ipint children info the world s sadred and peacious . 'Wher and anly
whan ths famly s rightiy cortiteed shauld il prondde b godd arirgrenamt Tor the rearing of childran and inculcation of pocd
moral valuet. Protactian dhoild b peasded Tee T elvld nde B dam o BEnaiphii i 1Fet Lacatal [ chn Bbgralomgsd.
Lhaistian marriage s not just a socal affai or contract which people pust mowe oo weathout the consoousness of s
sarredeess [Divaseze, 2304). Christian marriage (s mat meant 1 be a oo-habitation ivvolving all formes al modern encorsed
marriapes wnple parenthood, cut of wediock births, s=oaration and divoree. In fct, inan ideal socieby, ssery child should be
rased By bath » father and a mother. The comolemestary effots of two e ideally important both for shart and leng 180m
efferes oo the civildnen [Rlankenhorn separmed in Neswcroom, 2008}

Marriage was iestiuted by Ged tram the foundation of the wodd to be o sacred union. Marnage was not meent for same s,
lesbdars bt for male and female folis. Attesting bo this heteroseous! nature of maeriage, Jesus declared “heave you not read
thathewho made them from the beginning made them made and female. ftis for this reasonthota manshoufcbease b fathes
and mother ard cleove o his wife and they both become one Flesh, Matthewl® 4T & man cheaves, giies 1o @ westian, pat d
e 1o s Tl man, The sared nature of masriape is cdosely lInked 1o the poer of pracaatian. The misose ol this power
L e Cha iriEuion of famiy i Thidrefarewasnns repraduction., Tha sanctity of marriage which was made obnious
fram Genasis 2;18:74 presupposas mm:llb.-.n the homs and the socety. & madificaton of marmage to mcede ame-sex
urian will depeive marriage of itz biblicl meaning. Sane- se mamage will result in the neglect of moral prirciples. In fact,
same s marriage anchaors an immorality. The Gible instrocts that any form of mamiage that opposes the divine princiale of
ane man, ong soman 5 s detorticn of didee oodier. & Stampe (20100 putd B, the marfsge which God Tormed anchuded
adultany, polygamy, hamasmouphity, immoesl Bang and urseriplueal dyerce, Legalizarion af £amo -g0e marrizae w6l dowly
destroy b sanctity of marriags,

Cornlugion:

The deliale o s3Me &2 Marriage is an unending oo posing legal, ethlcal and moral chalienpes to both the society and
rebgices intiTutions, The church has not besn ahle to handle this ismse. it has bacome an object of threal to the unity of the
haady of Christ aspacially in the Snglicn Communion. The dewelopment in the Secular society in i acteprandcs of Ramagexaal
life stybe has peat pressunean the Church toyeld to ns seoular courterpart, While iome dengminitgang hka Episcopal Church of
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Uriled States of Americs bes scoepled the idea of same- sex rmarfisggs, athas B the Anglicar Chareh of Erglacd and the
Chures of Pegeria, Anglican Communion. connines [ fce Thesver groming politgal and socio-ecckesia prassung ta gheein. The
CHuUrES P i eorsen i s an the miscal bash of Fama- sox mardage, Apecates of bath sidas havs continuad ko aic their
et v Thig Knetty matsar

Wi etkical imsue lias in ecent tires generated mugh datate in tha chunch and the sacety (ke the isue of the scceptance of
£AME-Eew marriaga, Although enciara] attitude Towainds it varks Fram oskurs to culture, thesdea af commitied monogamous
sarvi-hen ot inge i iesompatibde with the seriptung, From Ganess Eomwards, the Bible repestedty affims that God created
man and waman far a Sfzlang mamiage ralationship, The difference in their genders constitutes the foundation for sexas!
urion and estabEches men's procreative possibilities. Hlirrugr.u a hetrrosexual covement relationship is the iniatneof Gid
righht frmsm che haginning. Homosamsad marriage is a visiatkan of dvinearder and design. The divine order fer marrisge is manis
to waman and not men {5 toman as somie argue JSod's standard far marriage oversdes culturgl and dosienal kegiclatiang
Sewual sxpression betaeen a man and woiman i natural and fulfiling. God, the initistor of mardape poceised prindiplas that
should guide marriage refztionshins., Insame-sex sewmual relatonzhip, 18 liks trying to #1iech @ Scree 10 8 screw Gra i ta s
nut. This 2 2 violaticn of desgn and purposs, & screw is meant far s ful bn shart, i @ 3 gssault an thaintegay of God, the
raator, and bt intantine of cresMing haman being Fie red distiney and complementang penbers, Any change or shreat to
change the ruliareiz disiressing o many peaple andtoihg abraetrs al e lurdamantal buliding black of sonety and famiby.
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