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Intreduction

The incessant rate of corruption, conflict and insecurity in Nigeria hag become a
source of concern to Nigerians hence the need for the establishment of religion to save the
nation from destruction, For a total stamp out ufmﬂupﬁmmnﬂictmdinmmﬁtyhnw
society, morality which is embedded in religion has to be fusad into the lives of Nigerians.
Conflicts intheuatinna::nutntﬁ;bmu&zitismrprﬁmtinmﬁﬁftﬂfmﬂn:itiﬂhﬂ
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clear to opur Eovernment, Nigeriang need a policy-that is stable, peaceful and safe enough
T0m eritminal assaults, murder, chaos, tymnny and break down of authority so that the
Populace can face jseyps of development with vigor and cournge. Corruption iz a feature of
rican social, political and even religious life, with disastrous consequences. As discussed
the previous chapter, it not only impedes economic development but alsq increases
foverty by making a few individuale richer gnd many poorer. Corruption js illegal
here in Africa, byt everywhere it is woven deep mio the fabric gf everyday life.

istration of justica™
&mnrding to Adukwy (2002}, a morally conscions individigal thinks better acig
=lierand is amendahle to the dictates of eonscience by living a'worthy life in the Society and
fraining from such behaviour thar may be considerad 5 deviation from accepled societa]
s and values. The copcem for a sound moral status is occasioned by the alarming rate of
ling in the moral COnSCiousTess among Nigerians. Religion plays 5 Very vital role in the
ial lives of individualg and the nation a1 latge. This is becange it deals with values,
naviour and attitude exhibited apd encouraged by members of the society,

¢ Conecept of Religion

According to Ubrurhe (2000) religion is the feeling of absoluge dependence on 4
ermatural being believe fo ciirecrﬂu:mms:ufnamremd human life, Roy (1996) defined
E2I0N 45 man's search for supernatyral 28sistinee in achieving a sense of security. Nmah
58} defined religion as a unified system of beliefs and practices which is related to sucred
=% 5l apart or forbidden, belicfs and practices that unit one single morg] community
= chumhandaﬂthnsawhn&dhﬂem them.
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The Concept of Corruption

Corruption is a social phenomenon which manifests itself in vadous humnan actions
such as dishonesty, selfishness, embezzlement, moral degencration, bribery, instability and
covetousness. Corruption is also the abuse of public office for private gain. Della (2003),
stated that cormuption is to encourage someone with power to behave ina dishonest, illegal or
immoral way. Akindele (1995) defined corruption as any form of reciprocal hehaviour o
transaction where both the power/office holder can respectively mnitiate the inducement of
each other by some rewards, to grant ﬁ]lcgal] preferential treatment or favour against the
principles and interest of specific organization {or public) within the society. Obi and
Obikezie (2006) defined corruption as 4 situation whereby government officials amipm ate
economic agents allow personal interests to override consideration of public interest.

The Concept of Conflict
The concept of conflict according to Sani (2007), Conflict occurs even in the “best™

of human societies. Conflict is mutual image of misunderstanding, hostile utterances,
actions and responses that seek to put the interest of the other party in & disadvantaged
position. Harman (2010) states that erisis is a situation that threatens the high-priority goals
of the decision making unit, restrict the amount of the time available before the situation is
transformied surprises the members of the decision making unit when it occurs.
Wallenstecn (2011), defines conflict as the manifestation of hostile attitude in the face of
conflicting interests can be between individuals, groups or states. It ¢an also be over
resources, idenfity, power, status or values. It has also been generally seen as a situation in
which two or more parties strive to acquire the same scarce commaodity or resources at the
same time, Abdumalik (2010) defines conflict as a fact of life which could become a sign of
positive change. He also stressed that conflict has to do with the eontesting human needz and
interest, noting for instance that these conflicts can span a whole spectrum like mdligious,
political, resource control, gender, human rights. In this context, therefore, conflictyrefersto
the agitation, contentions, struggle, which in most cases adopt violence as instrument of
gaining advantage over the opposing party or group.

The Concept of Insecurity

Homby (2005) defines insecurity as the state of one no! being safe or protected;
hence, insecurity of life depicts the state of one's life not being safe as a result of some thrests
or negative factors, According to Beland (2005) insecurity is the state of fear or anxiety or
lack of protection or inadequate freedom from danger.

Corruption

Corruption also manifests it self in outright theft, match-fixing, examination fraud,
kickbacks, illegal awarding of contracts and the like. In the political sphere, it manifests
itself in vote rigging. the purchase and sales of votes and the falsification of election results.
In fact, corruption takes so many forms that it is impoesible to disenss all of them in this book.
We will thus focus primarily on bribery and extortion, investigating their links to traditional
culture, thewr effects on society and what the scriptures have to say about them.
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The Causes of Corruption
Corruption has thrived ineessantly in Nigeria for several reasans. Osakowe (2002)
enumerated some of these reasons as eXcessive materialism, bureaucratic bottleneck, poor

Materialism: Materialism is an ugly catalyst for the emergence of corruption in Nigeria,
which leads to the incessant greed for money, power and glory. Eze (2002) stated that the
urge for material acquisition is o alarming timtthm_:: who have wealth become mgnim_din

come late o office and handlc their duties with levity. Akunyili (2013) remarked that many
people who have been privileged to get jobs are nat willing to work. The situation is so had
that some persons who ordinarily would have loved to estabjish small scale industries and
Provide employment for the Jjobless youths are discouraged due to poor attitude to work.
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Conflict

" Conflict is an inevitable part of process of social life. It is a continually continuinz
reality of social existence. Necessarily, conflict invalves two or more parties that have o
pereeive incompatibility in either interests or values or in strategy of achieving the encs
desired. For sure conflict is a strain in a relationship that goes with emotion. The higher the
emotion, the high the tendency of evolving conflict intensity. According to Sani Shehu,
confliet oceurs even in the best of human socisties. Conflict index includes mutual image of
misunderstanding, hostile utterances, actions and responses that seek to put the interest(z) of
the other party in a disadvantaged position.

The Causes of Conflict
The Causes of conflict according to Adjaino and Asah (2006) are:

Misunderstanding: Misunderstanding is one of the commonest causes of conflict
Misunderstanding arises when the speaker uses words that do not mean exactly what he
wants to say. It may also happen when the hearer fails to understand exactly what is spokentoe
him. The result is that the speaker does not get the responss he expects from his hearers.

Wrong Notion: These are erronecus negative ideas one has against another person. The
immediate result is doubt and distrust of whatever the person does or says, thus reading other
meaning and intention to it. Whenever it happens, there is abways a sectional conflict. Thas is
what has been happening in Nigeria since independence in 1960. The north and the scuth
have always been suspeeting each other, while the Ibos and the Yorubas do same to each
other.

Greed: According to Adjaino and Asah (2006), greed is the urge to have cverything Itisa
strong acquisitive spirit to have more and more. There is no end to the desire to have, sucha
person inevitably encroaches on the rights of others in their economic activities. For
example, he could dispossess people of their properties. This results in a conflict. The
conflict could be violent and bloody and spread to the whole nation.

Dishonesty: Dishonesty is not being true to an agrecment, the practice of cheating,
deceiving and intentionally misleading. When the person who suffers from the dishonest
acts discovers it, he has cause not only to be suspicious of the dishonest person but also to
hate him. The eventual result is conflictand break of relationship.

Insecurity

Migeria in recent times has witnessed an unprecedented level of insecurity. This has
made national security threat to be a major issue for the government and has prompted huge
allocation of the national budget to security. In order to ameliorate the incidence of crime, the
Federal government has embarked on criminalization of terrorism by passing the Anti-
Terrorism Act in 2011, Installation of computer-based close circuit television cameras
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(CCTU) in some parts of the country, enhancement of surveillance as wel as investigation of
criminal related offences, heightening of physical security measures around the country

media (Azazi, 2011). Despite these cfforts, the level of insecurity in the country is still high,
In addition, Nigeria has consistently ranked low in the Global peace Index (GPL 2012),
signifying a worsened state of insecurity in the country,

The Caunses of Insecurity
Boko Haram Crisis

has adversely affected the Nigerian economy is the activities of Boko Haram group. The
term ‘Boko Haram' is derived from Hausa word 'Boko' meaning 'Animist’, and the Arabic
word Haram means 'sin’ or 'forbidden' (Qlughode, 2010). The Boko Haram isa controversial
Nigerian Militant Islamisgt group that seeks the imposition of $haria law in the northern stages
of Nigeria. The group Opposes not only western education, but western culture and modem
scienee.

questions among investors on the safety of their investments in Nigeria, This ranges from
killing of innocent Nigerians, raping of women, to bombing of major cities and police
stations in the northem part of Nigeria, particularly, Bormo, Kano, Bauchi, Niger, Yobe,
Adamawh, Abuja, among others. On 14" of April 2014, Chibok was attacked povernment
properties were destroyed and the only girls' secondary school was attacked. 16 people were
killed or missing and 234 female students kidnapped. The Boko Haram militants said they
would treat them as slaves as part of the “war booty”. On 14" of Aprl 2014, two bombs
exploded at a crowded bus station in Abuja, Nigeria, killing at least 90 people and injuring
mare than 200,

Omn 1% of May 2014 — A car bomb exploded killing at least 19 people and injured at
least 60 in the same area of Abuja, On 5" of May 2014 - Boko Haram attacked the twin towns
of Gamboru and Ngala in Borno State, Nigeria, They started shooting in a busy market place,

episode were 336, On 18° May 2014 ~ Kano Suicide car bomb killed five people. On 11*of
Angust 2014 — 28 Civilians were killed, 97 kidnapped, men and boys, were attacked in
villages of Borno State and many homes were touched in the raid. As a result, the criminal
and unwholesome acts of the Boko Haram group has not only made Borno, A buja, Kano, Jos,
Gombe, among others, cities of fear but also made Nigeria unsafe for investors and tonrists,

Socio-Economic Condition ¥

According to Nwosu (2009), one of the factors that promote violent crimes in Nigeria
is the socio-economic order thay sustains widespread poverty and unemployment of youths
in Nigeria. Moreover he stressed that the environment that creates & tiny minority in obscens
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wealth and the larger majority wallowing in abject poverty and degradation cannot but be =
oreeding ground for ill-feelings, and suicidal instincts. Adding that, a socio-economic
system that creates a great wide gulfbetween the have and the have-nots cannot but become 2
murturing ground for evil acts as evident in Nigeria today. Ekpevong (n.d) stated that socio-
cconomic order that promotes materialism as the prime valuc of the society no doubt fosters
upsurge of crime asis the case with Nigeria. Against this backdrop nation that operates socio-
sconomic order that fosters wealth accumulation by the political class at the expense of
equity, productivity, justice, fair play and respect for human rights of the citizens as well as
rule of law must sooner or later become a brigandine of violent conflict and instability.

Government Poor Attitude to Crime Control

According to Ajah (2009) government poor attitude to crime control is another
reason while violent erimes have remained on the increase in Nigeria, noting that Nigeria has
ot been blessed with good leaders who are committed to fighting crime by ensuring that fiull
weight of the law are employed on law offenders. He stressed that our government no longe:
pays attention to the primary functions of providing security, neither do they listen to the
plight of the poor masses. Commenting on government poor attitude to crime prevention and
control, Umeagbalasi (2011) posits that it is unforfunate that in some cases when real
perpetrators arc arrested, they are hurriedly released at the instance of “orders from above™.
Amacfule (2010) opined that one of the factors responsible for the growth of violent erimes
like kidnapping in Nigeria is due to the failure or poor attitude of the government to addres:
the problem when it was evolving, noting that when the government failed to tackle the
challenges that it faced, the crime grew into larger proportions. What this translates is that the
government in most cases lacks the will to deal decisively with insecurity challenges in the
nation, because of their overt and covert interest. As a result justice is not only delayed but in
most cases denicd as criminals go about having a field day in the business of crime.

Collaboration with Criminals
Amaefule (2010) asserts that another major factor that promotes insecurity in
Nigeria is the activities of collaborators. The situation where some members of national
security agencies like the Nigeria Police collaborate with kidnappers and armed robbers with
whom they share their ransom, cannot but foster insecurity in the country. It is most
i to hear the police advice some victims of kidnap to cooperate with kidnappers by
paying the demanded sum instead of helping victims to get kidnappers amrested and handed
over to relevant authorities for adequate punishment. In his contribution, Adesina (2009)
posits that the increasing atrocious crime called kidnapping in Nigeria has once again
brought to fore the allegation of complicity of some members of police force with'criminals
to aid and abate violent crimes.

Weak Security System

Achumba (2013) posited that weak security system results from inadequate
equipment for the security arm of government, both in weaponry and training. This is in
addition to poor attitudinal and behavioural disposition of security personnel assigned to
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deal w:lﬁ given security situations lack the expernse and equipment in handling the
situations in a way to prevent them from occurring. And even when these exist some
get influenced by ethnic, religious or communal sentiment and are easily
swallowed by their personal interest to serve their people, rather than the nation. Thus,
instead of being national watch dogs and defending national interest and values, and
 protecting people from harm by criminals, they soon become saboteurs of government
- efforts, by supporting and fueling insecurity through either leaking vital security information
* or aiding and abetting criminals to acquire weapons or to escape the long arm of the law.

. Losz of Socio-cultural and Communal value System

Chifford (2009) states that the traditional value system of the Nigenan society hke
most African societies is characterized by such endearing features as collectivism, loyalty to
authority and community, truthfulness, honesty, hard work, tolerance, love for others,
mutual harmony, peaceful cocxistence and identification of individuals with one another.
Other distinctive features of Nigerian traditional society are abhorrence for theft. Stealing
was considered extremely disgraceful and lives were also highly valued. All of these values
which made society secured and safe have all gradually been thrown away and lost. New
valucs have taken over their place over the years, with the so called 'modernity and
civilization'. All ourendearing values and morals have been traded off for western values,

Porous Borders

Achumba (2013) asscried that. one major factor which has enhanced insecunty in
Nigeria is the porous frontiers of the country, where individual movements are largely
unchecked. The porosity of Nigeria's borders has serious seeurity implications for the
country. Given the porous borders as well as the weak and security system, weapons come
easily into Nigeria from other countries. Small Arms and Light Weapons proliferation and
the availability of these weapons have enabled militant groups and criminal groups to have
easy access to arms (Hazen and Homer, 2007). Nigeria is estimated to host over 70 percent of
about & million illegal weapons in West Africa (Edeko, 2011). Also, the porosity of the
Migerian borders has made it possible for unwanted influx of migrants from neighbouring
couniries such as Republic of Niger, Chad and Republic of Benin. These migrants which are
mostly young men are some of the perpetrators of cnme in the country.
Unemployment/Poverty

As a result of the high level of unemployment and poverty among Nigerians,
especially the youths, they are adversely atiracted to violent crime. Nwagboso (2012) argued
that the failure of successive administrations in Nigeria to address challenges of poverty,
unemployment and inequitable distribution of wealth among ethnic nationalities is one of
the major causes ofinsecurity in the country.
The Effects of Corruption, Conflict and Insecurity

Corruption, conflict and insecurity are brothers, because more often than not, they go
together, whenever cormuption strives, the social conflict and security of that society is
endangered and shaken to its foundation as is right now happening in Migeria. the effects of
these vices areas follows:
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L Obiegbu (2006) stated that corruption: conflict and insecurity threaten the selids--
and progress of any nation. Therefore, any form of these viees will definitely have
greal consequences on the Nigerian populace because lives are lost, Propertes
destroyed and manpower wastcd,

1. Umoru (2013) opined that the effect of commuption, conflict and insecurity in o
country hinder the growth and international relations, A typical example of this vos
seen with the Arsenal football club who wanted to come down to Nigeria for a pla;
These people after heating of the incessant bombing, Kidnapping and insurgenc.

i, Corruption, conflict and insecurity of lives could Jead to political instability which
may likely prevent foreign investors in the economy of the nation. This weakens the
already sérained unity of the federation. It zlso brings distrust and disharmon;
between one another,

iv.  Corruption, conflict and insecurity could also lead to high mortality rate which
cduses under development for the Nation and the result of this is greatly scen amory
the youths and children as they are still being nurtured and this could either affec
them positively or negatively,

A Cormuption, conflict and insecurity have been yielding a negative result on the lives
of Nigerians. It goes along way in hindering the peaceful co-existence that has united
Us 8s a country, bring about awesome and dwindling of the nation's economy and
public image Oriahi, (2013).

vi.  Matters of corruption, conflict and insecurity are topical issues in today's Nigeria.
Life has always been threatened in our country. It is open to all kinds of danger
according to Eme (2011) the effects of vicesare outlined below:

Social dislocation and population displacement heightens citizenship question and
encourages hostility between “indigenes™ and “settlers”, dishumanization of women,
chﬂdreugudthummmpmiaﬂ}r in arezs where hunger, poverty rape, child abuse and neglect
are used as instruments of war in the nation, As a result of governance deficit, security
agencies inefficiency and carruption, there is atmosphere of political insecurity and
instability including declining confidence in political leadership and apprehension about the
system,

The Role of Religion in Curbing Corruption, Conflict and Insecurity
L. Religion promotes societal development by inculcating essential values which
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humanity in general consider as important to the enhancement of order, peace,
progress, happiness, protection of the weak and the invalid. social cohesion and
solidarity.

i, According to Ubrurhe (2000), Religion helps to curb corruption. conflict and
insecurity because it patterns man's behaviour in agrecment with the societal norms
and values which prometes societal stability,

ii.  Religion binds people together through sanctions which include scolding, criticism,
oftracism, excommunication and final judgement of God and its sttendant
cansequences. As a result of these, people are forced to fulfill societal obligations in
accordance with accepted norms and values,

i, Adogbo (2000), states that Religion inculcates justice, truth, equity, fidelity sancrity
of life into its adherents which-helps 1o fight against corruption, conflict and
insecurity in the society and promote national development.

. Conclusion

Nigeria as a nation has suffered and ic still suffering economic woes as a result of
| corruption, conflict and insecurity, Corruption deters development. Asa result of corruption,

- most of our infrastructural development has suffered neglect due to wrong awards of
| coniracts, over billing or substandard jobs, Investors are scared away because of the hostile

. environment brought about by unabated corruption.

Corruption too, which has eaten deep into the educational sector had generated a
large number of unemployed youths who had taken to all sorts of crimes. The same
generation of youths who have poor background in education and have na place where they
can be gainfully emploved, make themselves readily available for recruitment to the local
militia, either 1o fight on the side of religion or ethnicity. Therefore, for Nigeria to be
developed, Nigerians will understand and appreciate the efficacy and importance of religion
in the society since religion plays a very critical role in social lives of the people by
inculcating morals, self discipline, respect and sensitivity to others with reference to thoge
whose faiths and beliefs are different from theirs, A morally conscientious man will not be
mvolved in these variables. Thus, for Nigeria to be developed, she must say no to cormuption,
a8 corruption accelerates conflicts and insecurity which are imimical to natiopal
development, 3

Recommendations

The cost of curbing corruption, conflict and insecurity are quite high both for
individuals as well as the nation. They disrupt personal development and interfere with his or
her ability to develop his or her full potentials which as well hinders national development.
I he mind and energy of the average Nigerian is consumed with issues ofcorruption, confliet,
safety and security that he or she has little energy left to contribute to Nigerian's
development. Nigerians need a country that is stable, peaceful and safe enough from
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criminal assaults, murder, chaos, tyranny and breakdown of authority so that the pope s
can face issue of development with vigour and courage. To achieve it or aitain such heiz
the under listed recommendations are suggested,

»>

L]

The religious bodics and government should liase together in the inculcation of goes
moral into the populace in order to enhance security and eradicate corruption 22
conflictin the society.

Government should lay more emphasis on the teaching of religions education ar =
levels of education to inculcate good moral into the youths to reduce commuption
conflictand insecurity in the society and enhances national development.

Religious bodies and the government should educate the masses on good human
relations in order to shun corruption, conflict and insecurity in the socicty.

Governments at all levels should ensure that rising poverty indices be reversed and
realistic social security programme be pursued and systematically implemented
ensure that the populace meet their basic needs.

There should be a re-organization of the security agencies that will take them throuss
anew reorientation viare-training of security agents. People should be more securin
conscious, share information with the police and other security agencies. The
populace should not leave security matlers to security personnel only. All should be
involved in security information and data gathering. Moreover, efforts should be pos
incrime prevention than control

Furthermore, the government should increase the size of Nigeria's security agencie:.
empower and motivate them very well and strengthen neighbourhood watch
Government should equally fix social infrastructures - roads, street lights, schools
and skill acquisition centers.

Apart from the above, there is no gain saying that lack of youth empowermen!
/programmes confribute Immensely to social insecurity in the nation. The
government should ereate programmes that would empower our vouths technicall:
This will ¢nable them to be self-reliant and avert their minds from criminal
tendencies.

The removal of these threats and enemies of man should be the number ons
programme of the government and religions bodies in Nigeria.

Finally, the practice of the rule of law, constitutionalism, avoidance of undue
retrenchment of workers, payment of salary and allowances as al when due
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