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LANGUAGE AND ETHNIC POLITICS IN NIGERIA
Ckonkwo Nnamdi S And Efeurhobo Davis®

Abstract

Language, a foremast tool in the communication of information and ides is a
pafent factor in the determination of the general autiook of & people. To that
extent, it couid be argued that the bulk of what mabkes up the culture of a paople
fias in its language, A typical traditional sociely like Nigers, made up of
muitietinic ard multilingual communitios wmped together has seen avery Issus
become foms of canterfion along ethno-iinguistic divide. In s, language has
marely acled ps cenfrifugal force oftan rubbishing known cordialities that exisis
among ethnic communities. This piaper iakes & detaied look at such frends and
rEcommend ways through witich language could become a centripatal factor,
Capabia of impraving inferathnic redationships in Migera,

Introduction

D1_’ all the countries in the world today, writes Mundt angd Aborisade (2005-681), Nigeria
might be the only one whose continued existence is currently in doubt. The country's
&’_thnn—ringuisﬁr;. regional and religious division have intensified in recent times. Policies
aimed at achieving unity and national integration have fajled woefully and important
political actors are recently asking that the country is broken up into a weak federation

or even completely independent states if political power cannot be distributed in a
manner all can accept.

1 .'If L L]
As a result of the geographical separation of ethnic groups, Migerians can be easily
identified based on language and cultural traits Migerian ethnic groups vary
tremenduushr in size and only three - the Hausa the Yoruba and the lgbo are

patterned facial scars that formally were created as part of rites of passage to indicate
ethnic identity. There are also differences in wealth and political awareness. -

In the absence of widely accepted figures, the size of Nigerian ethnic groups can only
be approximated. Approximately, one half of the country's”population is in the narth and
about one fourth each in the southeast and southwest. The Hausa represents about two
thirds of the north's total population: the Igho about two third in the east and the Yoruba
about two third in the west. Thus, other _groups represent about one third in each region
&N=gne third overall (Ibid) 9 v TR BELETOGgIbURS) e
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"® ahove strycpyral Scenario, it became obvious that Nigeria, a typical third we,
e Wil battle g much instability. Among Nigerians, ethnicity s very . clogg,
#550ciateg i, 2 sirong balief in a perceived cultural and linguistic diversity of the
country (Npgjj 1980:107). This has made tha compstition among the three o
languages i :

= ol

Within ‘a - single pojity: onstant internal tension and ethnic disunip
Agbedo 2007; 13, *"'9*® Polity breed ¢o _

Despite the sSeeming| la i at Nigerian state is failing as a result of ity
Ecﬂﬂml‘nnda‘tinn ﬂfgdiz;?;u ﬂggezmggx“]inglﬁgllalgmps within its fﬂld. addlmal
! Plaining this negative national character. Frlm_lhl-.ra _tr||;.a|
nd also bag Politics have all been adduced as reasons for MNigeria's disma

- However, Onwusjeogwu (1987.2) cited in Agbado (|
L rent view point. According to him, a full appreciation of the dynamics of
Nigeria's mogam INguistic needs for socio-cultural and polilio-economic integration ig
Mmandatory, He argues, “Ompared to Nigeria, Russia has about 27 ethnic groups, Ching
and India abgyt 40 each, the USA less than 0, United Kingdom 3, France 8 ang
fﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂf 15°0f a1|'|he='r.=.aga-§mg3||,ipm:g Véiily Nigeria has 300 ethnic groups

rid. For Unwuejeogwu, no Westem or Easterm civilization has

tan cope with these gigantic problems of hyper-
Ethl'liﬂ mﬁabiﬁt}m‘mdmme bR MR EIE - ot AR T e L Le o 8 s e T T Ly T e

This paper wil first and foremaet clearly operationalise the three key concepts arising

fromm s title, t'will then look at Tanggg Lo CLillie 3" the make Up of efthnicity an
the nature’ of 'Hh”k-"F'ulitlc's--iﬁ"Hiﬁéﬁa:-'ﬁrﬁé'-‘lﬂﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁHFI“*H"IP'!':'*[:.-Es" concilded with wel|
throughout recommendations, } A

C onceptual Cla riﬁngtign f

et LT ILER | TS A 5w T |L||l-='I-LILI|.-_:I..-.|-I.-I...-:| whi gy
C 1
Language

According to Greenberg f19?1:-1EE}|.'_Iangqage ilél'.tHFl" )
and transmission' of “other cultural h*alrig:"ﬁﬂch'-!‘uﬁd
organized political life, legal systems!! *=ISMCR ‘are inconceivable without
that most basic of human tools, a linguistic system uf’mm'muni-;gﬁnn, For Gardinar
(1978} in the traffic of daily life, situations are constantly arising so closely similar that
we do not hesitate to speak of them as the same situation Every language has its gwn
fixed ways of coping with-certain récurring situations, The relationship the user has with
his audience is the situational factor that is involved in tenor of discourse, Tenors of
discourse result from the mutual relatinn;hipl"_ﬁeﬁimen the language yseq and the
relationships among the participants in language everitgs -

i MG The pape Wil Wi, o
For Agbedo (2003:3) the basic features of language has proposeq 4 set of design
features which all human languages d15P|?ly- "I'he,-sel Include cultyrg transmission Again
language could mean a system for making meanings: & Semantic system with other

ial Sciences, {7 unckiri .
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Given the aboy ;
e siructural =Lenario, it became ohvious that Nigeria, a typical third world

state will batti i

il ;1Leassntmmuch !n*sl;l:nlll:.-. Among Migerians, ethnicity is very closely

country. (Nnoli EE-EI'mn?g belief in & percelved culfural and linguistic diversity of the
AU7). This has made the competition among the three majority

languages within a sinal '
(Aghedo 2007 13} '8 polity breed constant internal lension and ethaic disunity

Despi i
am.;frﬂmﬁs: "EPQJ? POpUIar sentiment that Nigerian state is falling as a result of its
suggestions abound S, complex. finguistic groups within its fold, additional
sentiments and alsa b"?:r Explaining this negalive national character, Primitive tribal
DeTTaRTRR o ad politics have all heen adduced as reasons for Nigeria's dismal
87) has a diﬁer:n:mdem slate. However, Onwuejeogwy (1987:2) cited in Agbado (lbid
NigerPs Wit "-I'FEIW_pEI-Iﬂt. Accr::rdrng_ to him, a full appreciation of the dynamics of
st m linquistic needs for sacio-cultural and politico-economic integration is
e Y. N& argues, compared fo Nigeria, Russia has about 27 ethnic groups, China
2 nola about 40 each, the UUSA less than 50, United Kingdorm 3, France 8 and
Tlf.:rmanj,-' 15. Df all the mega states in the world, enly Nigeria has 300 ethnic groups

IS uncommon situation creates unique probilems hitherto unknown to the expenence
of other peoples in the world. For Onwuejeogwu, no Western or Eastern clvilization has
Bver evolved a polifical system that can cope with thase gigantic problems of hyper-
ethnic instability syndrome

This paper wil ﬁ.m[ and foremost clearly cperationalise the three key concepts arising
from its title. It will then lock at language and culturg 85 the make up of ethnicity and
the nature of ethnic politics in Migeria. The paper will then, be concluded with well

(hroughoul recommendations.

Conceptual Clarification

Language

According to Greenberg (1971:158), language is the prerequisite for the accumulation
and transmission of other cultural traits. Such fundamental aspects of culture as
organized political life, legal systems, religion and sciance are inconceivable wilhoul
that most basic of human tools, a linguistic system of communication. For Gardinor
(1978) in the traffic of daily life, situations are constantly arising so closely similar that
we do not hesitate to speak of them as the same situation. Every language has its own
fixed ways of coping with cerain recurring situations, The raratiansh:sp the user has with
his audience |s the situational factor that is involved in tenor of discourse. Tenors of
discourse result from the mutual relationship between the language used and the

refationships among the participants in language gvents,

the basic features of language has proposed 8 5_e-t _caf'dg‘sig_n
display. These include cultural transmission, Again
ystern with other

For Agbeda (2003:3)
features which all human languages : AT _
language could mean a system for making meanings, a semantic s
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g;yrslﬁmg foor Encoding the meanings it produces. When we study human fanguage Wes
m;;aamammg what some might call the human essence, 1he dislinctive gual
_ are

Exlension s wh%ﬁellfé[: o
Pray, fight poiitics -
Now a Ianguage: Yo

hts_ 5 Ine essance
S0CI0-political orga
Such, languaga h
BVents. In mgst
objectives.

es o
We know unigue oo man (Framklin et al 1983). The i,

It
else people may do when they come agetier = Whether e,
they talk, We five In the world of words, The point is WhEn o,
U can speak and be understood by others who know that languag,
of Nigerian poiitics that is basically played along ethnic ine. in ayq,,
Nization, caonflict, competition and’ cooperation are. inevitable. Pis
95 13 own role to play in attempling to influence the aulcome
African Countries, language play sensitive roles n EI':hIE".-'II'Ig dengin

Politics
Tlhe definition of politics is highly, perbaps essentially contested. There is cansiderabig
disagreement an which aspects of social life are i be considared political (Allisg,
EU;E_’?i‘*?E]- This must have informed Rowe's submission that poliics Is a WitESpreqy
achity

When in his famous work ‘polities” Aristotle observed that man 1s by nature a politica

animal, he actually was Implying that the essence of social existence is politics and g
wo or more men interacting

with one another are invarably involved in 3 polilical
relationship, Aristotle also anj'uad that more people orafer o life of social COMpanionshn
o one of isclatianism. Therefore, when men struagle for scarce resources, try to define
their positions in the society or try 1o convince others 1o accept their points of view they
are clearly engaged in polifics. According to Anstotle, it is only through politica)
interaction with others in an institutionalized selling that one's individual capabiliies
could be maximized and such a seifing is the state (Baker 1862:1).

Since Aristolle’'s altemnpt al defining politics, the subject has been numerously defined
by scores of scholars, While Max

Weber, a classicalisl political scientist, conesived
politics as the aperation of the sta

te and itz institutions [Anifowose 1999:2) anothar
classicalist De'Grazoa (1965) defines politics as avenls that happens arcund the
decision-making  centers of gavernment While Ermast Baker,

2 behaviouralist
conceived politics as the aclivities - negotiation, argument, discussion, application of
farce and persuasion among others by which an issup is agitaled of setlied (Baker op.ci
14), Lasswell {1930:17) sees politics as the study of who gets what. whan and how For
Easton (1971:129) politics is the autharitative allocation af values in & cooperative of
conflictual setting for a society., :

An important observation here is the percagtional differences betwaan fhe classicalist
and the behaviouralist scholars. While the classicalicts Bronsausly restricted whal
could be termed the political 1o insttutions and dovernment, the Gehaviouraliss
expended so much energy discussing the &mhigunus:cunggpm of power, autharity and
conflict.
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L ) ih;'ri'&fniz?iﬁhiﬁi? of palitics when William Bluhm defined it 85 & S0Cia| PracEss
E cu‘mmaﬂng Sl m;'.:'!lr |nm|-.r||-|.g-r|uarr:l.- and coopearalion in ihe axandEsa of poiesar and
J : incmmralea Sl |n.!:jF of dEG|5’|}.ﬁ ll:-"- a group [EIUI'HTL 18965: 21} This dﬂfll'litlﬂl'l which
i raiher than gﬂvﬂ-rnr:ﬁ of the classicalists and the behaviouralists emphasized polilics
B legitimately study th i ;w”h such definition as Bluhm's, the politice! SEl e
g leg! y the poiitics of a labour union, corporation; feligious organization,
i ge union, extanded family and interethnic relations.
1

— e

palitics, mast political
a 1o exercise gower
asitions-all aimed al

E Thus, while il could be argued that there |s no best definition of
scientists agree that politics has something to do with the struggl
cna‘_nmglnd_aulhc:rlly. assert influence, resclve conflicl, negotiate p
satisfying individual and/or collective interests {ﬁ.niiﬂwﬁﬁﬂ ap.cil:3)

\ , Ethnicity
For Allison {2603:177) the only working general definilion of ethnicity is that d invohves

mthe common consciousness of shared onging and traditions. Ethnicity is the qualily of
! belonging to an ethnic group. The questian of what an ethric group is has o unversal
| . aiceptabullly. Even at that, Nnoh (1980:5) has supmillec an all embracing definilicn
. - W en he observed thatl ethnicity is a social phenomenon associated with interaclion
¢ amang members of differenl ethnic gmups, Ethnic groups are social formations
ol . 'dIS[II'IgLHShEld by communal character of their boundanes The relevan! communal
; +* factars may be language, cullure of both. |n Africa, language has cleary been the most
/ " crucial variable ![Itnd:ﬁj. As social formations, eihmc groups ang no! necassaniy
& Eﬁfr;mgenaus entities aven Ii!-lguistin:alfg,r and culturally, Minar linguistic and cultursl
. - rencas often do exist within the greup forming the hases for tha defineation of sub-

3 ethnic systems.

Ethnicity and tribalism are nol the same, While tribalism occupy an important place in
i a more universal concepl for

s | ..the racist ideology of colonialism. ethiicily

31+ understanding the phenomenon which colonial raciem called tribalism (Mol op cit: &)

r‘ Ethnicity is more scientific than wribalism It is not limited in space and this forces:it ta act
4 gn abstract mental consiruct whose characteristics: ¢an be more objgctively

*  determined, The concepl of sthnic greup has a greater explanatory power Ihan b

-concept of tribe.
* For improved understanding of this concept, Mnoli further distinguished it from
ethnocentrism. WWhile ethnocentrism 15 atlitudinal inform and perceptual 0 gontenl
rrepresenting the subjective dimension of ethnic bahaviour, sthnicity includes all these
attitudes bul go beyond them. Ethnicity is behavioural in form and conflictual in cantent
Some of the attributes of ethmicity that are accommodated in ethnoceninsim inciudes,
;_Frrsl, ethnicity exists only within a political sociely consisting of diverse ethnic groups;
aacond, much more than ethnocentrism, ethmicity 15 characterized by commorn
consciousness of being one in relation to other refevant ethnic groups (Heatsr 1964:31);
Third, exclusivenass is an attribute of ethnicity. Here, acceplance or rejection of an

-
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guistic — cultural grounds characterize social relation. 7

or & 9roup gn léry ion; Fourh, confii =
. | ; ] Pty . i B | g
Expre Seq i i hnic  discrimination; Fou

i Nevilak through  interethn

'mpﬂ-l'tant as ¥ a

i a‘ﬁ
e T T W et nder corditions of |=1ts:~'c:‘.hr.m
: of ethnicity, Thiz |g inevitable ur :
c":""'1|3'E:t|t1|::-r| for SCarce ualuah?e resources panicularly DS e whﬁ;iq IEE;}:a.n e
ACceptag 4% natura) and weshh in greatly esteemed: It is a very impo Fvay
th

al E.‘tl'lnlmt':,r does pot exist s pure form. This is tI'IE'E-ELi_SE' it is I_?Ilc'i‘li-'lﬂ'ﬁéﬁ UIG5E|
aasﬂmataﬂ with Political ludicial, religious and other social views w Dﬂslltu[ﬂ
"Mporan; Naredigng as wall

'S paper, basically, aimag a Investigating the following objectives and Systematicgy,
FEDG."‘:ing rfl"lﬂil"lgs
1. The axtent of

g athnic Palitics ang scuompanying infer-elhnic tension resulting fram a
Multiplicity, diverse ang Complex linguistic formation.
2. Onducting g o

: ritical Analysis of |
: the inte NSty of the Core

anguage, ethnicity and politics in arder to dentif,
EtErmining W

elation among them , . :
ays of reducing ethnic politics and preventing particularistic Inter_es.[
CoOntinued 1o Undermine natinpa| tohesion, consciousness ang i

EXi5ls belween these tripartite cuncepls-LanQUagE

adldition an
matical constants. Language iz an Inseparahle a5pact gf
rid logether they bath [

thal Clebarg (2008:3) pt
cullure, No. cultura Mo identity idea. Language s lhe

tultural traitg [Greenberg

Language baing the foremaost s

ocial legacy of avery
heritaga which n

O ethnic group for 5

dME anvironment Probleme ag
anse where there s diversi

: sOciated with ethnicity easily
ty in lariguage Spoken by tha :
most other African countries are Outstanding BXamples
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By its. Very nature, politics is essentially about struggle for power with a view to
authoritatively exercise control over the allocation of values (Anifowose op.cit). From the
views of Bluhm, Easton and Lasswell, we could decipher that politics entails agreement
and disagreement, cooperation and conflict among groups in their quest to actualize
group goals. The relationship between language, ethnicity and politics in a typical multi-
Ilnggal third world state like Nigeria is that ethnic affiliation becomes the highest level of
political action and language remains as observed by Olebara the quickest litmus for
communicating this ethno-political action. Unfortunately, as a result of excruciating
poverly resulting from poorly developed and badly managed socio-economic and
political institutions, interethnic struggle for wealth and’ power become intense. Thus,
Lioyd (1970:1-13) has observed that Nigenia's problem do derive in large measure from
the_ tensions which have arizen between the larger ethnic groups and that the hostility
derives not from ethnic differences, but from competition between people for wealth and
power. The basis for this assertion can be located within the turn of events in the
relationship among the various ethnic groups as colonialism gradually ground to a hatt
in Migeria.

The Cradle of Ethnic Politics in Hig&ﬁa'- PR B A Tt 1A | e

Language especially the mother-tongue has played far reaching roles in Nigeria's sthnic
politics. This is seen in the manner in which it has aided the communication, albeit
brashly, of the collective socio-economic and political desires of the various ethnic
nationalities in Nigeria. At the centre of ethnic politics'in’ Nigeria'is-the quest for weaith
and power by the emerging Nigerian elite class. The understanding here is that ethnic
politics in Nigeria is more of a colonial rather than'a pre-colonial formation.

According to Nnoli (1980:35) the Imldnial- urban'setting * constitute the cradle of
contemporary ethnicity in Migeria. It was there that what we refer to as ethnic groups
today first acquired consciousness. Research has shown that ethnicity in Nigeria is a
creation of the colonial and post colonial order.’ For example, it was only after
colonization that the term Yoruba land began to be used to refer to the domains of all
rulers who claim descent from the mythical Oduduwa instead of the kingdom of Oyo to
which it was previously limited. Similarly, the |gbo, organized into separale and
autonomous political societies conterminous with the village began during the colonial
and post colonial era to create'groups with a corresponding consciousness and
cohesion. Elsewhere among the Hausa-Fulani, a mystical trace to Bayajidda was made.
Other smaller ethnic groups in Nigeria such as the Bini, the Kanuri and the Mumuye

among others have similar mythical trace to their various ongin:

The ceolonial and urban origin of ethnicity becomes clear when it is recalled that the
phenomenon cannot exist unless individual from different communal groups are in

contact. Ethnicity being a social but not a biclogical phenomenon requires such contacts
to emerge. This View is represénted by &'fiumbéF6f scholars including Depres (1975:5)
when he argued that the origin and persistence of ethnic boundaries, the incorparation
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Of ethp,

. ions are generally relag
© Populations and the organization of ‘“‘”mfmﬂﬂf ;i (
' factars afe, Ing the competition for enviranmenta
It

, SR A contacts take Plags

I5 9Ssentialy jn the urban areas that extensive and *m%r;w“ linguistic and Cllltypy,
o N Membars of the different pre-colonial polities and the pre-colonial and '-"'mﬂl'lial
mations, e furak-ural el m'?#‘?ig because, in most Cases, the
8T8 in Migeria jg insignificant in explaining ethnicity. Thi uite small to cause any Ethnie
Migrant POpulation relative to their host community is g ar Calabar and Uy
tensign, YSr. When as in areas such as Okonyong ne
Near Ahoada ¢

dll.'_‘l-ga
T icity tends to ern

he migrant Population is numerically significant, ethnicity te Brga
and persigt,

The significant leve| of contact for the
the colonia| urban aregg [

Groups COMposition of
Blgnificant the colanig era. The N
Startling evelations,

Lagos had' 26 7og e

of
“Bopulation hs"lrnmigafé}ﬁm;“mﬁhﬂb“d“tﬁm of Onitsha had 14,py, of
12 total popuiation as immi

MMigrant

1, Blfnicity develops? For this
e the Nigerian yrhan sifuation
e, Nnali- {Bp cita) Hidéhtirigal SOMEhF “the ity e

Nigerian urban setting i

=ors which explain
and itg mlaﬁumhm'tﬁ'emnacwaa' fllows (a) 1t colonial origin (g
the patterns of migration to it () the ‘colonial heritage of
status as 5 dependent gng Peripher

S counfry Particularly jig
al appendage the ‘advanceq Capitalist societies,
in“an‘impgsad Lil'-ifafnwnnas-dtuisinn- of
sﬁciufcummic Competition (] ine;lalita!'ianis_m n Eur:inff:nnmic life Q) social
atomization of the pupuiatlunlan:_l_ (h} the Qgrira_s_l'-ré“fﬁucin-emnnmi: insecurity of the
indhr:idual"ami:rﬁg' uthen‘s 'Anaryﬁis’_ thatﬁ%ﬂdﬂ‘?ﬂ-‘,ﬁgﬂﬁm mystifies rather than
clarify Nigeria's ethnic bmblem"'mridl? _":Iil'.'!']-: _ hﬁ"?‘?_?“ﬁ; *tedal_,-;r-d

The Character of Inter Ethnic Eulatiurtshrp in Nigeria

The 19305’ the Years of tha depression and lhe”%eqnnd Wi War constitute the
gestation period of ethnic Fdantih':a?nd,'*thel'efprel. thE'Hfl’Whaﬂ'uH"l:if'mmtrmpmaw athnic
poliics in Nigeria. As the  Byigh: oalsts develspag o Tailways, postsi
communication and other media .E?.TT?Fm?.thi@mm!.a from one linguistic grayps

Ui gy 3
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could more easily migrate to another, Initially, the socio-economic competition between
the migrants and their host was not sharp, consequently, the latter did nol feel
threatened by the activities of the former and very littie hostility existed between the
groups. As observed by Sofola (1570:115-131) interactions betwean ethnic groups were
so positive that inter-group marriages were fairly common. However, when migrants
became many and socio-economic competition with the host became more intense,
relations were strained, In reaction, bath migrants and their hosts organized thamselves

along communal lines in order to safeguard their interests in the struggle for the scarce
and unequally distributed resources

During this period, kinship and communal union sprang up in the main urban centers of
Nigeria, Actording to Coleman (1958:343) the formation in 1942 of the Yoruba
language society coupled with some other Yoruba ethnic unions prior to this paralleled a

similar development among the Igbo.

The elite class of one Nigeria's ethnic group often times, found it easy and convenient to
blame their plight on advantages possessed by member of other groups Once the
members of a particular group gained access to the best jobs and other resources, they
used their positions to find jobs for others or at least pass on news of job opportunities
to them (Nnoli Op.cit:98), The repercussions were feft in unequal levels of
unemployment and income as well as in different degrees of social status among the
communal groups. Attempt by each group to escape the negative consequences of this
phenomenon led to further strengthening of communal association and invariably the

heightening of hostilities.

By 1940, writes Oyediran (1979:7) virtually all important institutions of the land have
been politicized along ethnic line, The political, socio-economic, judiciary and even
religion have been inflicted by ethnicity. It is this plague that was incubated during the
colonial era that still haunts Nigeria till today. Between 1941 and 1950 Oyediran (1bid)
the unhealthy rivalry between the Igbo and the Yoruba was intensified. It was not limited
to the political scene, it extended to almost every area in which the two groups met. By
1848, Azikiwe had ceased to be Zik of Africa but Zik of the Igbo  nation and soon,
Awolowo emerged as champion of Yoruba nationalism first through the Egbe Omo
Oduduwa and soon after as the leader of the Action Group Political Party. The northem
part of the federation was brought into national ethnic politics through the processes
following the drawing up of the Macpherson constitution. During the General
Conference at Ibadan aimed at addressing certain fundamental questions that bothers
on the structure of the federation, sharp north-south disagreement arose on some of the
issues. |t was that bad that the Emirs of Zaria and Kastina threatened that unless the
north was ceded half the seats in the proposed House of Representatives, they would
seek separation from the rest of Nigeria on the arrangements before 1914. The
Northern delegation won on the issue of representation at the centre and the demand to
radraw the boundaries between regions. As noted by Kirk-Green {1871:13). The
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'98ria’s poitina) ~ 1 NSNS claim was ane that was {0 dwinﬂlf t“‘:’& shaping of
95 politic)| Culture until tha first republic exploded sixteen years late
hus ethnigj '
' Whic
Centereq 'y !

[ lonial conditions Mitially
5 Sparked off by predominantly co _
' o e the three major ethnic groups in Migeria. However, over the yearg and
naht into the POSt-colonial

i era, it has gradually but steadily expanded to engulf virtuahy
Of the over linguistic Qroups within.

far reaching role in Nigeria's ethnic [JE-“!IFE- C"E'DEEFE!
i “No language Mo culture and Nao culture No ethnic group i
5 'H“EUEEIE that COnveys the genargl outlook of any ethnic group 5'"!'33_'3“9” _
UNeguivocally defines an ethnic group and is also a major instrument in interethnig
CROperation and Competition, clamour in some guarters to FFEE'[E_E' "'E_"'_ﬂ‘-':'l'liﬂ
ngliage or natio Migeria has becom a major issue N ethnic politics

& fise in gthnic consciousnass fellowing the failure of
tary regimes of Generals Babangida and Abacha hae

Negative perception of the Nigenan State {especially among the
nd are likely to

Mpact on the reception of andlor attitudes toward the
ancther Nigerian Major language(s) (that i Hausa, lgbo or Yoruba)
Agbedo cites the i

the botched atlempts of some Yorubg Youth

Radio station in Lagos for broadcasting in Hausa
IEHHUEQE_ during the 1993 crises the annulment of the June 12

the political e

ganization tries to ex
the rejection of the use of Hausg a

press by
S a language of broadcast it & Yoruba territory. This
SCENana goes to support the assertion by Okafor (

1985) cited in Agbeda lopcitBR) that
for Nigeria, language iz not necessar i

ly a prerequisite for intes ethnic cooperation by for
conflict, By the very nature of the Migerian State, any policy
official” status to any si igeri [

(Amadiokoro 1997:12), Till today, N'dig
o wage a war against their fatharand
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marginalization, vietimization and other forms of ill treatment by successive
?ﬁ:’ﬁ;ﬂ&ﬂs}scmrmng 1o Nwadike (2006:1) cited in Agbedo (2007:95) the Igbo ethno
et group was endangered when the Nigeria military had wanted to wipe i

ugh a pogrom from 1966-1970, The wall articulated agenda for the massacre of

:‘;:fllat:rfm 1866 as contained in the report of the justice G.C.M Onvyiuke tribunal speaks

During periods of civil insurgency in Nigerian cities, immigrants who can fluently speak
the language of 1ha_1'r hosts stand befter chance to safety than those who cannot
?xpr_eas themselves in host languages. This has been amply demonstrated over time
or instance reference may be made to the Nigeria civil war of 1967-1970 and the Kano
riol of 1965 {Muhammadu and Mohammed 1979:27). Alse more recently . we have
witnessed several inter ethnic insurgences including the Hausa-Yoruba clash in Kano
and Sagamu respectively in 1989, the attack on lgbo in Bomo in 2000 and a reprisal
altack on Hausa —Fulani and Kanuri in lgbo cities of Onitsha, Aba and Umuahia during
the same period. Today, so much ethnic killings is going on between the Hausa-Fulan
and the Birom of Jos Plateau.

In the present day Migeria, therefore, language remains the central plank to ethnic
politics (Harnis 1979:71-73), It permeates every depariment of Nigeria's social life. It is
felt in party politics, in the legisiature: in the court: the administrative unils, in the
allocation of resources and sitting of projects, at the federal, the state and local
government levels. Ethnic politics may nol necessarily equate with ethnic killings bul the
tots of scheming, agitation and back-biting it creates among ethnic groups often times
escalate to violent conflicts among contending ethnic groups. The role of language in
reinforeing inters ethnic politics, therefore, remains very strong.

Conclusion

Given the complex nature of the Nigerian state, one would not expect a politically stable
system, Onwuejeogwu has told us that no Western or Eastern civilization has ever
evolved a political system that can cope with this gigantic problams of hyper-ethnic
instability syndrome. Migeria has over 300 ethno-linguistic groups, her matenial and non
material culture are diverse, her ecanomy and infrastructure are mismanaged and her
leadership has remained corrupt. All these, added to a mulliplicity of languages can
never engender national cohesion and national integration. Given the level of ethnic
consciousness pervading the Nigerian state today the adoption of one of a couple of the
numerous mother-tongues as the nation's official language may become ihe easas|
route to total disintegration and dismemberment of the country.

Recommendation )
in the light of the above discugsions, this paper recommend as follows:- That even if the

multilingual nature of the Nigerian State has continuad to reinforce ethnic hostilities n
her politics, the search for and adoption of a naticnal language or 1anguages _carjnm
provide a positive alternative. Indeed, the only guarantee to national integration s a
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f:c:urnl}inad
Psychg |
:}_ thelpﬁnulaticﬂ. TF":E
Ig'!erla Must loggk
Which are nguistie

e Ll iables deeply entrench
= 88nse of objective and subjective variab : :
'S for this that D#quj&DEF'-"ﬂJ cited in Agbedo (2007 87) adviseq i,

Ward for solutions to her well known national problems, map, of
N origin,

All the offiei : i
language [:;:'al #nd unofficial paligies being channeled towards adopling a natigeg

" Nigeria sych 46 contained in the NPE, OT or even the WAZOBIA pgj,

gt'.:st ISHU”,l":‘ Nol only be Outrightly abandoned but also be collapsed into Ip-al:u:le::_, tha

EDU 2 elicit economic ang nfrastructural development. When this is achieved, il

gr;.? I;r;& Enough discouragement 1o profifarating ethno-linguistic unions ar;dm:.'tﬁ.ul:h militig

_Masquerading, albeit, viol rs of the inlerest of their varigy,
Bthno-linguistie grnup%_ SR it

A sOciety like

ute tg development through
POWer and FeS0Urces. Followar
which their nationzl leaders
Instances af such ch
of Tanzania, Kwam
Africa among othe
Dr. Nnamdi AZikiw

Gefia plagued by ethnic and language poltics should see  accelarajeq

Charismatic leadership but not mter-eihni_c struggle_ for
5 should have implicit faith in the extraordinary q'.‘ral'ti'aﬂ
POssess and without sentiment follow IS Wlingly.
ansmatic personalities are \ladimir Lenin of Russia, Julius Nyerere
© Nkrumah of Ghana and Nelson Mandela of tha Republic of South

rs. Even in Nigeria. Chief Obafemi Awalowa, Sir. Ahmadu Bella ang
& were all charismati Imaders,

Geod governance devoid of carruption, sectionalism, rivalism and ather attitudinal vices
of the Migerjan public officers wi

Il form a great antidote against language and ethnic
Nostilities. When Nigeri iti

equitably, when governance and its dividends are deliversd to Nigerians equitably fram
the standpaint of Nigerian citizens rather than from the standpoint of ethno-linguistic
divide, then undue ethnic advantage often enjoyed, albeit, momentarily b )
aroup In power over others will cease to be. This will alsg correspondingly drop the leye|
of group ethno-linguistic solidarity and inter-ethnic hostilties arising from group quest 1o
amass more than a fair share of the naticnal cake.
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