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ABSTRACT

The Migerian staie has remained relatively unstabie since her independerce in 1960, l'l-'“::rjn m:r.l'.hlr_ﬂ
of weak socig-political instiions ang poor clvie aififides to mabeh, bull af what Irarpi

within the Nigerian political process il tday are abuses of all Jowrms, With steadily rising "'er"_“
party poditics orchesivated mosty by poor attitude &f Party politicigns, the findamental democratic
principle of rule of lavw within ¢

tie comtext of the Nigerian sate is in fTight Waorse is that the elecioral
timpire has in each republic continued to compromise their roles by conniving with the “cabal” in

power fo frustrate credible elections amd general democratic norms. This har led fo _l"'riE'e*FfﬂI'-T "ﬁr}"
raling anrag the committes of demacratizing siates. The cemral plank of this paper is to critlea ¥
assess the issues in question within the nevis of Nigerion politics.

INTRODUCTION

In African context, Migeria is 1 mega stmte. Even on 2 werld scale, Nigerian is a major
country. Larger than any single country in Europe, It claims over one-{i{th of the people in Africa and
heas the worlds largese black population, 15 petroleum and its substantial standing army gunmmue:_hﬁ
prominence in international relation, and wilh over 50 universities, Nigeria contains a_la:gg praportion
of Africa centre of tearning and research (Mundt and Aborisade 2004), Migeria's tradition includes the
farge scale emirate of the north and the small kingdoms and village-level republics of the south.
Although both were administered by Britain; the North and the South of Migeria experienced different

version of colonial rule. Migeria's culture is divided by ethnicity and also by religion especially
between Christians and Muslims,

its history since independent includes Coups; Counter coups, ethnic
and religious violence, illegal election annuiment ind civil war,

Recently, along with many other Africans, Nigerians have been Erouping towards a renewal
of democracy. The problems and prospects of many Africa mini states are found in Migerin, but a1 a
more daunting seale and level of complexily. To know Migeria is not necessarily to know Africa bu
ta one who §s acquainted with the Nigerian experience, there will be little that is surprising in politics
elsewhere on the continent,

Migerian’s prominent place in African ard infa i i A

years, Migerian has been a sick giant, Its palitics is volatile: ils economy in

shambles and the provision of public service has broken down, OF all the major countries of (he world
Nigeria might be the only ane whose continued existence is in doubt, The country's ethnic, regional
ard religious politics have intensified in recent years and important political aciors have recently
sugpested breaking up of the country into wealk federaling or evan completely independent states i
political power cannot be distributed in 0 manner all can accept. Today, a large proportion of
commentators share the view that it may be easier 1o explain why Nigeria is likely to fall apart in 2
short term than it is 1o specify condithans for its long term stability,

It 35 against this background that party politics, party politicians, rule of law, electoral body:
and their dynamics within the Miperian state must be ExAmined.
CONCEFTUAL CLARIFICATION

(1) Palitics and Party Politics

The term palitics was first used by Aristotle and he called it
Perlitics s derived fram the Gress word ‘Polis® meaning a *City".

and the subject that dealt with the city-state and it profile
was the ancient conception of politics.

“the master sCience”,
To the Greaks i
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-"Lﬂcnrding oK
- Bpur
with party politicians. Afa EWE:E:] OFdinary usgen gt .
politics, In this COMpey ] ,H‘“ L Politics o ~Ualey politicy with
1!1: £am L| DI:I-|||;|E5 ﬂ!'.n mFI'I?ISIEEE d|53-.gr'=:;

- SBUAtry politics o ik ifers from ment wh
own solution o thi Problem wr: ¥ dilfers Troim el 2 politics of another country and within
pcr?ﬂ“ WI'I_D iﬂ!:rﬂﬂﬁ- I'Iimm“' -Wl‘I 5 P It '-'.IFﬂl'lulhEr pﬂ.ﬂ}'., &5 each ]}i.l".'}l' 'Dﬁ'-El"ﬁ i|$
palitical views, 13 i5 not n.‘::I i Ralitics of 1.'-|:|I.ill'|r_'|:' J:'rl-:ll:w:‘IIr PRuician on the other hand is a
present problems ghy COnfront fhe UY & stiadem of politica} 1l of & party which conforms to his

Politics hinges e COUIAY and thelp g OIS, but only concemed with the
thus a product of m“i:fﬂ F'ﬂl:::m i 41N 5 his party sugpests,

my, the gop; ; it

g;?g:ﬂ':‘nt:ln!. and wheneyer thers ir;'“!"- history ang Eeography, Fnliti-:a: :::,:ll:a“ﬂ;a?: mﬂ
politics s HIDFT;E;I.EL“L‘EESHF.&' tondition ufgiilf'nggfﬂ“ deal of polities i likely 10 be found.
disagreement ﬁnﬂ:urﬁ?r o chags o el “-Hl_s HELETFEE:':;::“:”.'GMF iz also required if
MECESSUTY minimum, bug if g 5o 09) e extent of | :ac;p:n:{u:'s] b
forced 1o behave 2 if thera .,‘._.,:m"";?;lmum 15 absent, politics 5 no mm_?&mqgmﬂrsﬁimh::; e
desiroyed. ually o disagreement. then, palitics is seriously eurtailed if ot

FEI!IIHZS |'|'|B_:|-' 1.'Il: fqund

‘ L N2 variely gf i

union, a country o ; + N nssocialions and w

the 1:lis|::iiili|1v|:.E|'|l:itﬂ‘||--||::-;:::«Lﬂrlmunn-"-j SMERNiZation and this may “ﬁzﬁh T”h:“ﬁ:‘ﬁu“?mt:::d‘:

(1956) claim that leal govermmens sy 1" prel forr s Tormal pespentve, T

are, bowever, more encom MMt s the subject mares oF palitics, Contemporary views on politics

haracteriaed by s Passing. Bluhm {19635) far instance concejves pelitics as a social process
L Ny Invalving Fivakry and co-aperatian in the exercies of power and eulminating

in the making of decisions for p s
ar wide scope. Politice 1o £ &;{’:F- The appeal of this definition Nows oul of its apparent Nexible

b S TEIEVES pawWer relationships or conflict situation exist which means
that the political scientict can fegitimately Etl.ld}: m:Iﬁ'ﬂitiﬁﬁ'Fﬂ labour union or comparation: religious

. Ina legisl : :
difference between a definition based S WIS O Sdministative agency. There is a practical
(1} Rule OF Law

g h:;ht d:}-::ll"i:dl! ttl}:;l'l.lh: Dgw ::I. stimately bound with the practice of liberal democracy. As
agay ias suggesied, there can be no smocricy without the rule of law and vice veres 19967,
What is taken as the classic definition of the concept of rule of faw fias been offerd by f "-;I'EFD:;EE:.'. I:I:I'l
Dicey’s conception, rule of law meais the absalue supremacy of regular law as opposed 1o the
mfluence of arbitrary power and excludes the exidence af arbitraciness or prerogative even of wids
discretionary authority on the part of govermment, Englishmen are ruled by law and by the law alone.
A man may be punished for o breach of law, but can be punished for nathing else (Enemug 1969)
MNwabueze recognized the rule of law as a pillar of EEII"IEI_iIIIJliDH' demaocracy., Its primary meaning is
that only the law applying equally 1o all persons and adininislered ampar:lall_-!r by independent court, is
1o govern the affairs of people in the society, as well as dealings and relations of the state with the
individual as opposed o arbitrary rule. Rule of law is not just a dn-nllmjelabnm legality, it is nol just a
requi t that all executive actions of povernment affecting the individual must be backed by and
stricily in accordance with law (Uwaife, Daily Independent, August 4, 2009),
Ho today, the concept of rule of law has bees ¢ﬂpﬂ.l.'lll:|ﬂl W include the Suplmﬂ.v._':}':;_fﬁ:
law including judicial decisions over all persons and authorities in 3 sate, supr:lr;_mdﬂ",- e
itution, independence of fhe judiciary, the right to qunal Ilhul:ﬁ-.fntﬁa?;?_:g H::m:ﬁr:;:
practices including freedom of the press, thought, association and regular, free and fair election as the

basis for assuming power i government (Sagay Opeit)

Pany podifics and politicians
ich is. 50 prominent in party

(1} Electoral Body iblc for the conduct of a general election in every democratic
oty ool 1 s o leica Comiion. Acodig e (207 s secin

couniry, This body b pstituted by government and 1o 2

i e e e U

oy e cnnalill.l'tlﬂiﬂ u:“-:;ilsﬁr:n all glection matlers and samelimes, allemp

maintain a neutral po

249



name. For Okwuidegbe (2000) the elections in a mﬂﬂtf."'alf‘ “ﬁ::;;;i Pyihe = meloin] Commision
In a Federal State, there may be Federal and Units electoral commission. .

In Nigeria’s political histary, apart from the 1957 and 1959 Federal :|¢m;u|1:duﬁr&d_:ndl?dn?gu;|::
colonial governments, every other post- 1960 electoral context hiss boen m?gﬁEmf c:-l!' If?éd w;
composed electoral umpire, For instince, Federal Electoral Commission, i ki
reconsiituled in 1978 and functioned up 1] 1983, accarding 10 Otoghagua (2004). It was a 24 FE
commission including 4-women federal representatives. lis pioneer chairman was Mr. E e
followed by Mr. Ani Micheal and finally Justice Ovie Whuskey. Some of its major I‘“'_E"”'F"m
melude {a). To register political parties (b). Delimit constituencies () and to conduct elections in
siates and federal legislative nmong others, ’

The mnm:ﬁ il was -EIEHI!-E:' by the General Babangida's military government thal political
power should be returned 1o the civilian, the Mational Electoral commission NEC was established as a
major institution fo oversee the fransition process. NEC was established by degres 23 on September
30 1987 and charged with the already familiar electoral responsibilities. When General Abacha came
on board, he changed the iame of the Elecioral Commission from the existing Mational Electoral
Commission MEC 4o Mational Electoral Commisaion of Migerian NECON and announced yet a_nul:}_::r
chaimman for the commission. On the whale the Electornl Commissions of Nigeria®s 3" IEF'Ifh“ﬂE e
(NEC AND MECON) were chaired at different injervals by four different professors inclueding
Professors Eme Awa, Humphery Nwosu, Okon Edet and finally Dagogo Jack. Abubakar's brief
perind in power was remarkable. He proscribed every remmanl of General Abacha’s democratic
stuciure and began afresh. As a foundation for his transition programme, he reconstituted the
Elecioral Cominission and renamed it the Independent Mational Electoral Commission, INEC. The
decree established INEC clearly stated that It will be stabutorily protected from control of any other
person of autharity. Section 7 of the INEC Degree elaborately enumerated the structure, functions and
pawers of the commission. As observed by Otognague (Tbid) the chainman and members of INEC will
not b less than 30 vears of age and they must be persons of unguestionable integrity appadnted by the
Head of State, The Head of Siate has power o remove any mamber if any act of misconduct is spotted
on him. The Decree also oullined the procedures for resignation of members of the commission while
unequivacally stating thal members must nat hold any office whether at the federal or state public
service. AS usiml, the familiar funciions of the electoral commission were assigned 1o it

OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH

The underlying objectives of this paper are basically to:
k Establish a relationship between the eritical toncepts of party politics, rule of law and
" electoml body in Miperian state,
i, inquire if there have been cases of breach of rule of law in Nigeria® i d
i, Determine the extent of invalvement of the eleciaral body |ﬂ;$:gﬁmnmg
breach of lnw in Nigeria®s party palitics. '
PARTY POLITICS IN NIGERIA
The history of party politics in Migeria must start from her formas YEATS
been fﬂ!‘ﬂcfull}'_a.n!l:xﬁd; the British government began 1o create qu:;tm mtmzml’:m::ﬁ
economie =xplu_-:al.uun. By 1914, the major preoccupation of the British colonial interest was how i
effectively administsr the vast and varied people of Nigeria and wield ther together as one. Thess
was alsa the need for colonial government to start gradually to expose and equip them with the skills
nfml::d:m d:nlclu;mn-: ROvemment in anticipation that sooner than expected, the emerping elites of
colonial state will inlerit palitical power at independence. Thus, with this undl:.m*:ndiml' ‘n: S
s |:h_=|: various constitutions, Clifford, Richard, Maepherson, Litleton and Roh el
dccomplish this objective (Oroghagua 2004), SR et <Ut 1o
. Marxist scholars have consistently argued that the Niger sta

historical and dialectical phenomena which goes ta the melnnlﬁ::rgm;; mcwi ﬁl‘lls A variety of
Ekekwe (1986) since the Migerian colonial state wis one of class alliances bumm:lhz& ﬂl':n_:rding i
the Clbax, !E:m:rs. Cbis and later {he peity h-wrgqm‘s]e. it wais not a product of mmﬁﬂ;ﬁigi




L

protected (Ekekwe ogcit), topolitan Europe whose vested interest it assiducusty

What m_m tmshl:s 1o was 1hal in pee mdependence Miperia, the pretly bourgeoisic cmerge a
fhe localty qumaul social clags even if this deminance was mare in socio fuoliticat spbars: maifies this
in the economic sphere. When eventually they realized that the best means o Inérease their caphiai
accurnulation was by wrestling polifical power i the couniry, they carefully avnided confrontation
Wi the colonia] Masiers i a decolonization aption, As Post {1964) observed, the Nigerian prelty
bourgeoisic -:Iau;s concentrated s effart o acquiring the colonial sae withaut radically transforming
L the ationallt 2 they are referred in the lberal pariance assumed that f independence were won,
it autamatically meant economic contral as well (Hodgkin 1961). As a result of this, they formed
pofitical parties the establistiment of which becams a necessary tool for the struggle.

THE FIRST REPUBLIC.

. Earliest political parties in independent Nigeria showed sirict adherence to ethno-regional and
religious lines. The Nonhemn peaples’ Congress NPC; the National Council far Migerian Citizens
NCNC; and the Action Group AG eenerged-as the dominant parties in the Norther, Easier and
Wiestern TEFHII‘-I'IE Dr. Migeria respectively. The natsee of fhe emergent Migerian political parties,
averwhelmingly designed by the colonial policies of indirect rule, divide and ule and patron - client
relationship resulted to political parties that were lopsidedly compased and incking in ideological
faundation. The ethno—regional political partics that emerged shorly before Nigerian's independence
becarne instruments in the hands of Migeria's ethro-regional paliticians whose fsndamental motives
were self apgrandizement, primitive sccumulation ard manopolization of regional powers

Howeves, immediately afier independence, the class character of the nationalist leaders began
b shaw in thedr activities particularly when they began to assume polifical positions of authority, Mot
onty did they began to amass wealih and privileges with their positions they also appeared not
bothened aboul the abject conditions of their peaple and the inherent injustice which colonialism and
ils stunling policies had ereated in the saciety (Fadakinie 2002 The constitution of 1960 with is
heavy cmphasis on mviolabilty of privale property made party politics immediately after
independence fo reflect violen! cantradiciory forces. This manifested in the way factions within the
dominant social clasa engage in fierce power atrugggle {Mzimirn 1956),

By 1964, the battle line among the msajor facsions of the dominant class masguerading as
palitical parties has been drawn. Apan from controlling regional powers, there [& pow power at the
centre i compete for. This realization iistigaied realignment of poldtical forces amang the major
parties which resulted in lwo major alignments - The Nigerian National Alliance NMA and the United
Progressive Grand Alliance LIPGA, After the Federal Electoral Commission FEDECO has annousiced
MMA the winner of the hieavily flawed federal elections of 1964, the president Dr. Mnamdi Azikiwe af
the UPGA alliance rejected the oulcome of ihe cleclions and also refused to invite the Prime Minister
Alhaji Abubakar Tafawa Balewa of the NNA olfiance ta form the govemment of the federation.

This imbroglio was captured by Qryedinan (1979 thus, by the rule of the gamme, it was the duty
of the president 10 appoint 25 = prime minister the feader af the political party that had led the majority
in the House of Representatives. Azikiwe threatened thas =1 would raiher resign than exercise the
powers o call on a person 1o form a govemment”, There began & stalemate which fasted for about
four days, The Prime Minisier refiscd the advice of the president 10 selt aside dhe resulis of the
election. For the fisst time in Migerian political history there was no govermment in Lagos for three
full days. Megotiations weit on day and night fo reseive the crisis. Finally on 4 Jamuary 1965, the
president announced the resppodniment of Tafawa Belewa as prime minister after the plan drawn up
By the chicl justice of the Federation Sir Adetokunbo Ademolz, and the chief justice of Eastem
Region Sir Louis Mbannefo had been accepied by the two warring factions. Unfortunately, suspicion
and distrust within the government circle, which arose from this crisis among others were never
permanenily resolved until the military steike of Janisry £5 1966 which terminated that republic.
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THE SECOND REPUBLIC . ;
ber 31 1983 was unlike (he

The second republic which lasted from October [ 1973 to Decem Sy :
first republic predicted on the *Washington™ model of presidential democracy. Wh:::' Eug::mlg:nz
structisre and processes that will drive the transition of power from the ammy :

e y med that bulk of the ills of
military government of General Mohammed/Obasanjo had wrongly assu Sin ol s
the frst republic were basically consttutianal rather attirudingl. When the ban on pari S5 PECTRS s
lifted on Thursday September 21, 1978, fifty threc (53) political sseciations sprang up oo

; . i . — the Unity Party of Nigerian
registered as political parties. Eventunlly, five {5) of these ASSOCIlioNS S the vt Noesion
UPN, the Mational Party of Migeria WPN, the Nigerian Peoples’ Party MPE, '::ht iy
Peoples’ Pardy GNNP and the Peoples' Redemption Party PRFP were registered by ¥
FEDECD ax political parties {Otaghagua Opeit) ; ]

The moment FEDECO lifted ban on siectioneering campaig, the sesond P ey
parties, completely bereft of idealogical patiemns and clear reincamate of the first republic politica

. A . iond I scenario were a republication

parties wenl politicking. Curiously, events and activities at the political s e Bt
of the first republic. Power siruggle especially at the centre became intense mmﬁd "'1!' “;
groups of the dominant class, Staggered elections that were not so successful were held all aver
country but the presidential election of August 11, 1979 was the most controversial. In what was seen
as an unprecedented display of bias, the fedesal military government, the electoral body. the court, and
the |aw ‘enforcement gave awny the peoples’ mandate to their prefesred group. Alhaji Shehu Shagari
and his NPN group became the beneficiaries of the 23 of the 19 states arithmetic which the court
eveniually reselved in a rather political fashion, 7

On October 1 1979, power was handed over to Alhaji Shehu Shagari as the first execulive
president of the federal republic of Nigeria Afler a beautiful and well crafted statement ta the natian,
Alhaji Shagari settled down 1o mle. Unfortunately, barely two year after its inception, there was
abundant evidence that the experiment was running into serious trouble. By December 1983, just four
and half years after experiment with “the Washington mode!™ began; o vast majority of MNigerians had
last faith not only In the constitution but alse in paliticizns and politics, The question then is, why did
this republic fail? One can say that the republic failed in that contrary to all expectations that the
system would have learnt its fessons and avosd all the malaise of the first republic; the system
intreduced new problems while heightening the earlier ones, Mizmanagement of the economy,
carruption and indiscipline, the refusal by some of the highest officials, dezpite their caths, 1o enforce
the laws and uphold the constitution, politicians brazen subversion of the pality through sundry acts of
emission and commission — all these were hall marks of the second republic (Agi 1985). By
Decemnber 31, 1983, the euphoria that grested the presidential system at ils inception in 1979 had
completely evaporated as: Nigerians came to the shocking realization that thefr dreams for a
represantaiive and responsible government was an illusion.

THE THIRD REPUBLIC

+ Migerian's third republic remains vague and imprecise. Elshorate transition struciures and
camplex processes put in place lo drive the prolonged programme ended sbruptly on August 27, 1993
when the military president, General [brahiin Babangida succumbed to national and international
pressures and accepied 19 step aside from power,

Following the end of president Babangida's regime the Interim MNational Govern
headed by Chiel Emest Shonekan then the Chairman of the Transitional council to Clvim; ﬁ
inaugurated, The NG was charged with certain responsibility among which ineludes:
I Crversecing the election 1o the local govemments seheduled far December, 1993,
il Bringing lo conclusion the long march to democracy by oversezing the election of the
Jrresident EIT‘: lederal republic of Migeria and amang others,
il Putting iy place necessary apparntus and Processes aimed at ensur
ordesly hand over of pawer to a democratically efected Bovemment. sk,
F|_-n;ndm1 Babanpida's pet parties the National Repablican Convention NRC, and the Sacial
Dﬁnl:l:!laEln Parly SDP were retained a5 the @iy two national parties, all hitherto unnnl:lu:lud elections
into political offices were retained, the elscional body, the National Electoml Commissi NEC
retained in name but had 15 membership reconstituted, The era of Professar Huntph:}-mn'r-fwnsu “,_;:
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apostle of option Ad engey while .
:::gn.dﬂlli::; irﬁ.:;‘m tould ng; s.L:::ilEt:st‘s?:‘-l:ﬁL;E::}Edmh
; IVENeES in i fank 1% &5 hie wag
flict : iind 113 f s1i My vy
l!':“mm' Jﬂ?ﬁ";‘n:&tg qu-.Jllunr:;..EiErrl af m:' JT;T;T”';“IE sifuation basically resulted from
Emesl Shanekan resigned hﬂ e H'_E"Hin OOy, O I|Iurl. TET“IIIHMM i MIF
:.ppm,m.!m 85 the of Sisie 1g 3":n Nuuml:!u !9:;'3, Chbef
A statement Tromy (he F'fm&u:: g=ria amid eonfusion. omimander-m-Chiel af the
Head of State. On 1aking nyer ¥ 90 1he same day gonpy
structures in =uiahmT§n|i1|qTW'L'r::’E“ thing Gen. Akt aﬁfﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁﬁ‘fﬁ 1.; ﬁ.?ﬁl
the State chiel executives were g); dimlwph_ﬁ:_"’b’_ﬂd: et National and & Stase begislature as well &
warsition programme, - "MIE Singular aet brougi an end 1o Gen, Babanghda's
Gien. Abacha’s iransition
givilizn president, As us

Mational Electoral Com

& o new NEC helsman Treed B85 he
tverwhelmed by deepening tension in

i, 31 eloei iy A Was abiniio designed i returm him 4 the Ration's
mission of Nikar X OWas I guraleg, This lime, it went by ihe name the
chairman and was as required, ¢) BEra MECON, NECON hud Professor Dagoge lack as its
condueting all elections amona 'E.Ei‘f 1‘;:1““ respansibifities of registering palitical parties and
Figoros screening and verl fication m:eln;i;: “:r::m"hm nartics that emerged successfully afier the
The United Congress Party |ncp

The Cqun:ai fiar Mational Consengys Che

The Matienal Centre Party of Migeria NOPN

The Democralic Party of Migeria DPMN ard

.;l'nmfn_s'um into Migerian pary politics. intimidation of percelved apponents of his presidential
ambition became an open agendum, Also, during this pericd “GodTatherism™ tha ig, the reality of &
political office seeker or a public office h

| Hi older getting connected to powerful and influential men in
sociely became the end of palitics. Gen. Abacha who ty 1997 was already being referred to as the

“Khalifa” had become the ultimate political pawer bloc in Migeria. The name Abacha became an
intimidating 100l in the hands of political office seekers. The understanding is hat the “closer” one is
to Abacha, the brighter histher chances of winning an ebection in Nigeria, Al the political circle,
peliticking shifted from delivering of manifestoes and open campalgn for electonl viotes = palilicinns
on daily bases continue Lo throng 10 “Ase Rock™ with mtreductory letters from powerful monarchs
and top military officers. Party politics in Migeria was al its cbb, Syoophancy in pelitics which reared
its ugly head when the Association for Getler MNigeria ABN, under the lendership of chiel Arthur
Mzeribe went 1o prevail on Gen. Babangidn not to relinquish power to any person else, Migerin will

we. climaxed during this pesiod,

"o Using his puii.ttilg of “there is enough o go muud"l.rﬁtn. A?ﬂ:fﬁph‘liqt"w [actional

iperian palitical class whe surprisingly began to behave as | EXpression ikica ; ETETICES Were

E“?br;l;ﬂ‘;ﬁ The b raillion mai march nmu.ni.aﬁi |.:|'! ml-llh.l'll.'_'f' with Gen. .Fl.bl;fl'ﬂ 5 gefif m:aﬁh?'
bid by one MR, Monday Kanu in March 15%8 was ll'lﬂi-'lﬂi:' camplemented by the *Almighty Adoption’
of Ma:.r 1998, During the maonth of May 1538, Migsria's five political parties the UMCE, the Thc,
the NCPN, the DPN and the GDM taok the nation and the intsmafiora sommupiy by suepeise when

fler the other and at different locations, they adopted Cien. Sani Abacha as their so el
el eriiol election. However, Gen. Abacha's mysterious death on the &* of

for the August 1998 presidential election. However, .

June 1998 put an end to whatever was left of the third republic.
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HEF -
THE FOURTH REPUBLIC POLITICS o o ot ot i

e ol

L o ST i primipal e D ng::j ?.vl:irgner of the annulled presidantis|
Abacha, the Head of State and Chier MKO Abioia the assu D e N poll
e ol il "f?;tgd]?'l[fmd died under mySIerious circumsiances

cotple of months earlier, Gen. Shehu Musa YarAdua : S i s o =
i detention. It is speculated that such scennrio may have informed Heag

ot gition programme from she
State General Abudusalami Abubakar 1o midwifc a hasty power tran pr

mili 1o the eivilian. p s ed 10 move
mhﬂcr i seemed unanimously accepted (hat the third W”hllngh“aﬁ:ﬁumﬁdmm?mm
the nation forward adopied, the regime of Gen, Abubaker quickly put up

e led June 12 |
support and defiver the forth republic. Also, vital 183LE3 mﬂfﬂ?ﬂﬁ?ﬁdzmmmr Em?;:
freskiential elections, ihs. death: of Chist MKQ Abiol, the: NADS oillical DTBAIER. 5 bk 3
demands, Human Rights records of the last two military regimes, :ml:nliah by el kbl
REW Canstitulions et were addressed. Among the M i"ﬂ'mmt Commission INEC. Among the
i 0 new elecioral body named the Independant Mational Electora 998 Inclides {13 Ormanis:
maj ibilities of INEC as contained in the enabling law-decree |59% inc TERNIEING,

T responsi A ; ki i | Parties (i) Monitoring the
Conduction and Supervising all the elections (i) Registering Palitical P ]
< : Ay T ding their finances {iv) Audiling the funds and
orgamisation and operation of the political parties incly ing thei f it findin
accounts of the political parties and avalling the public with the QUICOMS g 1t5 - TIiNgS (v)
Conducting the registeration of persons qualified o vete and the ﬁgg:sﬂ"ﬂﬂ- MINtENance ard
revision of the register af vaters for the rpose of any electian, among - y g
Tran:i:'n:rE fime tahle was um;":u by Federal government and INEC was adw.nd fo stricty
implement the canditions for registeration of palitical parties, As @ mark of sincerily in its march to
achieve the laudable goals of democratization, (s Federal Military Government released the sum of
M35 billon to INEC te finance its activitles, .
At the end of the selection process. three political parties emarged. They include the Peaples
Democratic Party PDP, the All Paoples® Farty APP and the Alliance for Dmnnm'alﬂy AD, Like party
pelitics of the 1® and 2™ republics, the party politics of 4™ rl!-'FIIJhHEE were ha.sucgil:.r an:hnrpd an
elaborate campaigns and brandisling of masses oriented manifestoes, Migerians and indeed foreigners
were, however, slocked at what the PDP sational gowernmend under the headship of Chief l?luugm
Obasanjo did with power, the moment his party recorded a landslide electoral victory in 1996,
Lauduble and masses oriented priorities were jeltisioned if only 1o pursue the nterest of a factional
group of the ruling ckass. Among president Obasnjo’s sevenicen paint priority issues selected 1o be
vigorously pursued, these that harbour the padential to enhance primitive accumulation were given
pricrity, They include exploration and production of Petraleum, Macroeconamic policies such-as
Telecommiunication, Railway and Barracks Refurbishment/new consiruction. Surprisingly, the regime
was only interested in battling corruption, drug tafficking and advance fee fraud only in so far as jt
affects the interest of the oppasing factional Broups. Pursult of so many other priority issues sapier
listed were cither down piaved or entirely abandoned,
By 2001 general clections, epposition politics had heen considerably weakened as the ruling
POF had succeeded in emasculating the opposition parties. The “deregulation™ of political parties
during this period gave birth o what {Sule 2009} referred to as glorified tribal organizations
masquerading a3 political partles. Like in the previous republics, zero-sum politics persisted and in the
absence of any viable oppogition, the ruling party’s CApAcity 10 use instrumments of slate in
accoemplishing its will become more glaring. The ruling PDP by 2003 was ahle 10 use unoppased, sate
political instruments such as the INEC, the Army, the Police, the Court, the ICEC and EFCC and also
econemic instruments such as the Banks, the BPE the NAFDAC el 1o unlezsh terror on opposition
peliticians. With no hope left for the Oppasition in a sociery where those that loose political power
osses vinually everything, the only aliemative left was for the opposition politicians to liquidate their
individual and group political principles, philosophies and ideologies and embrace the ruling Parny
Thus the heightened spate of syeophancy and praise singing for and also defction to the ruling PDP
by politicians of other political paries is a:hgr:mim"_.,r 1o this,
Midway into President Obasanjo’s second enure in office, t i
support the claim that he desired to continue in offjes bevaryd hhﬁwﬁ;rﬁ;ﬂffﬁmﬁi
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gffort made to legalise his alfice elongation bid (the 3™ tenure) was finally defeated at the feceral
|egistature. Angered by the fact that the most voeiferous and powerful opponents of the “Tenure
glongation” politics were in the same political party with the president, the president pied his foot
sokdiers swore to awiil Uwm in 2007, ;

Ahead of the 2007 general elections, mast of those politicisns that worked hard 1o derail
President Obasanjo’s 3™ term ambition had chosen o use the platform of other political parties
pspecially the newly formed Action Congress AC, the Progressive Parties Alliance PPA and the All
HMigerian Peaple Parly AMPP to sctualize their vasious ambitions. But the President would not ’““"_""'
fhem ensy passape. He had actially informed Migerians thai the 2007 elections would be a do or die
affir. Using the ICPC and (he EFCC, the president indicted most of them as fraudsters and using the
electoral body INEC the president excluded them from comesting the (presidential, governorship, or
senatarialy slections as the case may be, Protrecied logal batiles between the excluded candidates "‘d
|MEC resulted in the inclusion of some of them 1o contest the elections at the last minute. This
gbviously affected the electoral fortunes of such candidaies as Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, the vice
president who contested the presidential election on the platform of the AC, among many other
gubernatorial and ssnatorial candidates. ol

In whal has been generally adjudged the mast undemocratic party presidential primaries in
Migeriz’s political history, the ruling PDP in Abuja successfully boxed all other presidential aspirants
into withdrawing for Alhaji Umar Musa YarAdua When the 2007 general elections cventually held,
the PDP secured for itself, overwhelming victories across boand, With over two-third membership of
the federal legistators, about twenty eight state povemors out of thirty-six and the president of
Migerian in its kitty, the PDP started priding itself as the kargest political party in Africa. Even as
evidences against the eredibility of the election became overwhelming, the PDP coumgeously
maintained that it will rele Nigeria unierminased for another sixty years. According to (Okonkwo
2008) in 2007 alone, it was assumed that INEC by its activities prepared the ground that would have
précipitated violent revolution in any politically conscious society. Adverse reports by monitors and
observers of the elections were enough testamients to-ihis sham called elections.

Mirtually all ‘the monbtocing groups including the EU, the USA, the Tl (Transparency
International), and the MGOS that monitared the elections were unanimaus in assessing the slection na
falling below the mininum benchimark acceptable even for a most primitive democracy. Even if it is
natural that election losers and disenfranchised woters should condemn the elections as neither free
nor transparent, the magnitide of Bgiation against he exercise became worrisome. In this, even the
church, the mosaue, the trditional juju priesl, the right aclivists, the labour, the student bodies, the
profesdienal bodies and even the moralists were all dravwn into the onslaught against INEC, It became
obviaus that the elecioral bady has filed 1o deliver credible eleciions fothe people.

Moment after taking his eth of office on May 29" 2007, President Yar' Adua reeled out the
following. seven (71 point agenda thal his administration will aspire to achieve. According to
Dtaghagua (2007) among the agenda are:

1. lmproved ensrgy and power sechar,

2, Adeguate Sccurify of Life and Properiy;

3. Reforming the eleciornl sysiem and process in Migeria.,

4. Resolving crises in the Niger Delia region, nmang others.
Tao strengthened these agendn. President Yar'Adus rediscovered the principle of Rule of Law and
hope 10 make il the foundation of his 7-point agenda. Also, he adopted his predecessor’s concept of
Duz Process, a concepd thal was becoming very popular in Nigeria's political circle even if it has nod
been property implemented, For Yar'Adua, both concept will comphement each other and facilitate
the realization of federal povernment’s T-paint agenda,

) When during the swearing in cEFEMONY on Thlh‘sdi].-' 26 July 2007, President Yar'Adun 10ld
his 39 cabinet-minksters (hisl *we are faced with the stark choice of using this once in life chance to do
go0d........, we must pray for God's puidance to enable us function as servand leaders and not as
ruling elite {Ciaghagua |hid) he was merely recounting the stull Migerian politieal class are made of
This is because two and hall years into his administration, none of the priority issues of Iﬁ;
gavernment has been accomplished. Power gencration las nol improved as most Migerians have
largatten that there isl i sl.'.il.'i:.'ll amenity like electricity. Insecurity nnd fear have wkan over the land as
numenus cases of kidnapping and assassination are reported fram different pans of the country on
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daify fases; he Miger Dt erisis continues 1o finge unlbm z::J::;’ has been camplemenied by
Incessant edigaous violence, epecally in the nortiem pan of the 4

The ralure aed charscier u:':llm.n}- puliiics in- Migerin was apily “"""E"'."D:ME‘“ by My
{20057 when. he cbmerved that eloctions in Miperia hive besn akin 1o wie Iw“"ﬂ the. formes
presidest Chiel Olusegun Ofusanjo on the eve af the 2007 penesl elvstions descr *HF ddoer dig
affaer, For o then sitiing prasidens ta dascribe on glecilnn, the mast wighsle ra | FestU oo A domed e
experience i his way iells massive mary shoul (e charscier of Migerian poliks.

FARTY POLITICS, RULE OF LAW AND ELECTORAL BODY IN NIGERIA - AN
ASSESSMENT

Migeris garty podificians have sagsively used the slectorsl body 1o Iristrace tee eninenchme
ol the rade of low. The charocier of e capiallst siue that emerged sl independence was no
predicatisd on a suficiently civil society. This resulied in the emerpence of heavily frctionalize:
palitical clnzs. whose major marpose of exivience was in ther urge for primilive accumsid@tion. As
rightly oberved by Dudley (1982) for the Migerian political elite, palities invalves not the
cengiliation of competing deownds arising from mn examinaticns of various altemmbees ln_lml-l::l. by
Wy oourse ol politicad. sciion, ‘But th eximction of rescurces which can be used to mbi=zfy elite
dessceeds givd 10 by palitical support, The s=ramble smonj e warious fractional groups made palinics
a5 means of cless caseaiition bn HMigeribn conbat o begome exiremely s=vere and this wis
evidenced by keen sense of viokni competition that clismeteized the an. In all this, dee major
Sutatonce of mile of lew ag @ reloles #0 ihe oheervanee of democmtic praciices was fost. Demiscracy
ievalees the enthrorament of sizal justios, the consalidation and respect for the male of e, the
creation of o egalilisisn enviporeeein, sarclity and inviolabdiy of ihe electoml process, the
eapasaah af the paliticil apace: 0 promole ecunl oppartunities and Tundamengal rights, Thie major
Hicwor thay differereiaies Migera from the devikeed couniries & not rescessarily the sophistication of
i But this axistence of ordor end the ruk of law (Neonyets Opoit

Ther, whether #-was in Nigeria's prsvicus repubiii oe 1he surment dispensazion, ihe truth is
that the political leaders ha always used the slecioml bedy 10 endemmine the objectives of nile of
tew, FEDECO's acceptunce. md dechimtion of ressts of the (964 [ederal election sven whin ther:
were mamiain evidences that o wes mared by wiadent wcls, rigzeng and figure falsification was &

: b E aof thair ca prign
reasses, Sl apgrundizersent; misapgeopriation of publie fu m e m promisas in the
i "HbfBs bt Mt Iod 4 4 bvesion of I i e oical amtion . he
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