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Alestemet
he Nigeria Politcal System over the years has suffered serious and un

hearable setbacks

arising from cthaic and religions prejudice. Consequently, development has retrogressed

abysmally. The study examined the link between athriicity, religion and its implications on
development in Nigeria. The study addréssed the following objectives; to show the nexus
belween ethnicity, religion and development in Nigeria, to examine the nature and Activities
al ctlhmiefreligion polities in Nigeria, W identify the implicitions of ethnicity and religion on
development i Migeria snd 1o wentify the consequences of gthnicity/religion on
development in Migerin. The stedy adopred the Elite theory as theoretical framework and the
qualititive research onalysis method, This enabled the researcher to be invalved in critical
observations, The principal findings include the following; Ethnic politics/religion resulted to
underdevelopment in Nigerin, ethnicity and religion ereated divigion and disunity among the
people of Nigeria, The study concluded that ethnicity and religion have retarded
development. It was recommended that ethnicity and religion should not be sesn as a basis
lor elections os it has destroyed development. Good and sustainable education should be
given to the electorates in order to see the implications of ethnieity and religion on (he
development of bur sociely,
Endroud e i

Phere s abundant and unprecedented joy in - working as a tesm towards the
acipalization and meninglul schievement of & goal when a group of people who believe i
themselves: love one another, share hings e commoen ind-inape imtﬁunanu_-,' agree to live
toeether o5 one. The essence of this H_'.-'I?Ll:k.:lltl:: relationship is (o promate natiomnsl unity ariigng
themisel ves and sustain some levels of egalitaranism, I think this is (he beauty or the idea
belund the mnalgamation of the Southern and Northem protectotile in 1914 by Fiedrick
Lugnril. UII:IE.'I]‘!IJI!'H'I[L:J}'., this s;ippused mirriage of convenience seems not 4 |.'-|: wotking for
the generality of H,m peaple of Nign:—ri:a This nuilpJnt-'lﬁml development no doyby is bern ot of
the unending ethmc and religions schism experienced by the peaple of MEEI-'E'B_:#.] e the first
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republic till date. "In short, beftre 1947 (here was little opportunity for o Nigerian o feel the

e wos under g common government which commanded his obedience, allepiance and
voyulty, The situation was [urther aggravated by the educational system which aimed w
cullivating a “love of tribe” a8 well ny by the svatem of native administration” (Coleman,
1986),

So, given the postulutions of Coleman nbove, it is nol surprising Uil the silustion
since independence 11l date has been ane silinic crisis, religious crisis or even political crisis
This is obviously becouse although we may have shared the same historical desting but we
were never meant to live as ane, “Historically, the ethno-religious conflict und the militant
insurgencies have broken out for reasons which include but are not limited to idealogical
concerns for instance, the pursuit of vendetta, religious intolerance, asserting political
dominance or exclusively and the emergence of seriptural matters (Egwu, 1993, Babungida,
2002, Ebertein, 2009).

It 15 this high-level of distrust orchestrated by religious and ethnic bigots that has
censelessly ereated this dichotomy and high degree of disitlusionment that made the Nigena
saciety ungovernable and crisis Jaden,

Until the Nigera populace agree to see themselves as ene despite the compulsory
unity, we may just be fighting, killing ourselves over very trivial aml immaterial things,
Therefore, the paper is set out to interrogate the seeming ethric and religious forces among
other existing factors thal have threatened the peaseful co-existence and nationhood of the
Nigerian society and development in particular,

Concepiual Clarifications

Ethuicity: This is a concept that veflects a group of people belonging 1o-a particular sthnic
nationality, Ethnicity s synonyimous to ribe It connotes o particular group known for 1ts
tribe, culture and value in o nation, Osaghae (1992) conceptualized ethnieity to mean “n
social Tormation resting upon culturally specific pragtives and o wnique set of symbals and
cosmology. Furlhermore, Nnoli (1978) noted that “ethnicity refers to a social phenomenon
assaciated with interactions among wembers of different ethnic groups distinguished by
communal character {language and culture) of their boundaries In his opinion, Jinadu (197%)
regard ethnicity a.s categories of people chiracterized by cultural criteria of symbals tneluding
langunge, value, systems and ponuative behaviour, sl whose members ure anchared in o
particwlar part of the new state territory, 0w
Religionss Religion is & belier that recoguizes the worship of od, It fy i belief gystem thu
requires man personal or group relationshipiwarship with his ereator
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sulisfying certuln emotional needs by establishing und ﬂ@mﬂfﬁmmm 1

g Thewe ure three Dt andd Cliegg g,

i
However, there are two-main types oF Rellglo

|| kiawn becuse of the averwhelming influence
11ea

religion, Another type that is not we
w;tﬂm culture is :dﬂmnul religion, According 10 Rukih (1999 the te mont dominy
il aaserted themselves by dinlondyghy
religions ure lslam and {:hnﬂmnlt}' FLI'HJ with their & _
the traditional religion of the various tribes and commurities, llwmb}f Imposing Ihfllr WILYR oy
the indigenous peoples, Marx (1967) seed religion o8 I.T'tﬂ'.ﬂﬂl:l of the oppressed erediure, [l |
beart of a hegrtless world, the spirit of conditions ulterly unspiritual. 1§ the aplum of the
poor. The idea of God is the key note of n perverted ulﬁﬂﬂllfﬁnu To suppress religlon which
provides an illusory happiness is to establish the cluims of real happiness, Accordlng 1
Iduwa (1973), Religion results from mun's spontaneaus reaction (o his mmedinte awareies
al living poiver, wholly other and mﬂmwbr gﬁa.wﬂﬁn Jﬂm!ﬁlf, i pawnrmﬂmim hﬂﬂlirll |
unseen yel o present and urgent reality seeking to bring man into. ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂm with himpelf,
Further 1o it is the faet that Nabofu (1988;43) opined that “religion 15 o man's elfor in

kT '

himsell” and the suprasensible world and his fellow man." ﬁ!ﬂ%ﬁ%%ﬁm
religion s o “interpersonal tutiunaJ_. huhmn n,mm mmu USRI m ing.
believed 1o exists™ ' T

*l{:sful_q_m_av-r:-_w. D:‘p‘ﬁfﬂp':fn;:m.@@;ﬂ.;;ﬁgﬁ'ﬂ*ﬁ'E' S

13 hi.: uf a pﬂpla aver tmes, Rodney (19

‘cupacily, preater freedom, pmﬁwm,ﬁﬂf cipllie
Again, Olkows (1996) view developmenl as




development should include; What is happening to poverty? What is happening io
unemployment? What is happentng 1o inequality? If all three of them have declined from
high levels beyond doubts this can be adjudped ag o period of development lor the country
concerned. [ one or two ol these central issues have declined from high levels, then beyond
doubt this has been a period of development for the country concemed. However, if non has
declined, definitely development has not taken place,

Implieation: This refers to the effect on something. The effect could be positive or negative
depending on the issue being examined. According 1o Longman, Implication mean possible
future effect or result of a plan, action or event which must be considered or discussed.

Afm and Objectives of the Study

This paper aims to study the unending conflict and violent disagreements borm out of
ethuic and religious schism in Nigeria. The specific objectives are to:

L To show the nexus between ethnicily, religion, and development in Nigeria

& Toexamine the neture and activities of ethnic/religion politics in Nigeria

1. To identify the implication of ethnicity and religion on development in Nigerin
i, To identify the consequences of ethnicity and religion on development in Nigeria

Statement of the Problem

Nigeria's socio-economic, political activities as well as the development of Nigena
have been severally and uncontrellably affected by the overwhelming presence ol ethaic and
religious issues. There is hardly any sphere of the Nigeria development that is not retarded by
politics, religion and cthnicity. According to Asike (2017) “The dimension of religion s
often coptured in the political game of Nigerian politics, and it hos led 1w the polarization of
the country., The country that had been parily integrated because of the attuinments of
political independence in 1960 had completcly gone down the drain because of religious
politics.” By extension Suberu { [996) recognized that “Although the polarization of relighous
clesvages in national politics is . relatively recent phenomenon in Nigenn, doting back
perhops only 1o the late 1970%, religious divisions are an important element in Nigenia's
complex pluralism, and political arena.”™

The paper's centrul thesis |5 anchored on the pervasive and recaleitrant display of
ethricity and religion by members of the ruling elite in our national polity. Consequently, this
hus polurized the country into different divisions. It is more regrettiable that development has
become the vietims af ethnic and religious politics. Decisions taken, politics ami programmes
mnpf, others #'pﬁrﬂ_mi?&li' done based on ethnicity and religion. No nation can develop
witli this mind set, It h{:ﬂw and unending palitical erisis just as we are cusrently
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agine tha Lu:\-:_‘:lup:“:-l,_nl will be achieved m o situalion that i ey
) .r!'.'.:l.";.ll'.\.li“.hl [y IkLtﬂ_"-‘."{! { '|J| |,'|] ﬂ:l': 5“.“-."1“]5 l.'_'.‘i.J'll:l:rlthl ||'| hléf“ﬂ "Imaks o

S pf
disappainieq bk

YPEs and squandersd Upporiunities and of a state that has been fostering

it e
[l f = |_|||]

o surtlyer “REsperate the Slunkon 15 the

alter neglect of some sections of aur Mo
-IJI'.IIII:' LERTHEY

|
Ry the fact that (hose o of persons may not have exercised their franch;s,
'i.||-II'IJ|;=: 4 parbieplye election ip favour afa particular candidae. Consequently, the rest gf sueh

W1 lefi 15 suffier
Words af Alupiki (2002,

SO the consequences of (heir action. Itis painfully wrong, In i,

This is the chargoer of the state in Nigerin: it is the charecier of

Polities in oyp USRELY. TEAs i siale whaie o BavETnOrs act with impunity anid remain aboye the
law: 0 state where senmyppeg and Assembly men do not represent any  constituents by
themselves; 5 state where poljce Brutality is comman place; A state wheps thruggery and

BANPSIErism haane t‘lr_'i.‘\uj]]n allractive ways of |ifig"

A corollary 1o this 15 the leve] of rlw:nn:hunum:n! and political apathy witnessed

SUrng elections since in M0sE Cases, the winming candidans i sumetime not the choice of fhe

majority. This iy abviousty becaise the tmergenie of such candidate is bome gur of etfing--
elighons and ey change hand polics® amengst other variables, Thess are the SeCining
idemified problens Wit this paper seeks sclutiog 1o,

Theoretivgl Framework

The Elite theory is the theoretical framewnrk considered for this work for proper snd

sustanable guidance: According 1o Egonniwan, (2000} “The: elite ara mEde up largely af
nidddle and ppper class peaple in Western sociaties whe have maote of the skills and gualities

s nbout politics, mobiity rmfl

hiem. and others. The hallimork of
distinetion between them and others in the commudity is their cluss status and leadership

required  for leadership and who tend 16 share eertain vali

leadership requiremeants that made the difference between t

resourees rather than their attitadingl Gilferences.” Some of the PropofiEnts. of the theery were
Chomas Bye and Hermon Zeigler: The relevanee of this [hel:rr:.[ Ut U Duiper 14 its weakiess
liwirels Tanniag the embers of disuiity by the elites, The policies and pmgmm mies of ihl: gh!.u
neite and Ariggers seligious, political 95 well as etfinie epjse in oy rational Wﬂﬁ!‘r
L onscguentlys national ttepration i5in jeopandy, I [ “ﬂ& l'-:hl:l’: theory that marifest ;[qﬁfﬁ]fl
cthnic politics und religion tha make election done tlong m[@mg nru} nﬂtnat,* Ii'uﬂf Pl.'br

I WS ] 1 []'Iﬁ ﬂﬂ“n‘ll'_'r' Fm]dfﬂt Euhﬂ” wlll*h h.E' 'P“TE RSEIjl'I.I.'lg 1.ID fm[ﬂjt ﬁﬂ
||| cLOEE, L 5 |;|-|' b
I.J”. ht o :I:' b;‘-ﬂ :I i Ehn"].d' ll.":l =Wk ff]r

cedlod instances: wﬂmpﬂ}plﬂ with letlttﬂ inclinations for l]lE’Lr Lﬂ;ﬂpufhlhmn
theary has reve
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arigin make hate spoeches amd give quite notldes [ ditTenent pars ol thie conmiey. As Anike

LT Terverdly beliove “Now the eeéntre gannal hold os them e rampint ellmle i
conllicts between the Clivstiong T the South and Mustim i dlie North, There v nlso o
conflict of interests within the spoe redighens M aee aapiviog and competing o eontrl e
stute legemony.”

Py extension, progranives ol polltiesl futerests Tove  been deliberutely  and
consciously vled along ethnosreligious Mnes e oue nntlonal palities. Thare ame some
deliberate victimizaiions ol eleciarnies wis nuy nel have yvaled for o |||.||'||1.'l.l||.l| el i ate
NMore often than net, development ns well aa political appainiments e wompletely demied e
areas Lt may not have voted for such eandidates. All these ore ihe alverse ellecis of elhnic
wanifesiation that is anchored on o Wghly conscious elites that are prejudice, towarls
nutional development, Thus, in the words of Alapiki (2010}, “in the era proveding
independence, and makinly in the post independence ern, there I8 enough evidieiee W supporl
the aegument that electorsl bebaviour fn Nigers wis vot guided by adeology, party
progeumme or quality of candidates, but by a political calonius based on ethnle geopolities,”

Ihereftre, 1 1% not soeprising w see Mt palities in Nigera have always [iom time
nnmemonial assumed the shiape and ook of ethnie and religious divide, A realistie Situabion
that los exposed the country 1o endless politieal division s well as religiots Bl
Coiseguently, there is lighelevel ol distrest among the people Wik e suppoied 10 see
themselves os one. By Implieation, it has created unending divide, distrist and e started
development.
sipnificance of the Study

The study is fundamentnl 1o researchers, students, policy experts nmongat others, ['he
findings of the study would effectively enhance the develapment ol minisiey ol Information,
winigtiy of agriculiure and other related ministries centred on development studies ti come
up with better and sustainable policies on developrient devind of ethnie and religious bins in
our natlonal polity. The study furlher pointed out same of the negative effects of ethnleity and
religion in our country, The Jdea is to make Nigerians know thint the epuntry eun do thr betier
i wee eschew religlon unel eilnicity i the pursult of national development mnd Integration,
Iherelore, policy makers were betier informed an how stistainable policies devoid ol elhnic
und veligious prejudice cun compniatively improve sur geonony. Amd more Tniparianily,
aiiemet ibr_ﬁli,n iivestors to promaote develupment,
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| oot has had negative
comprehensively mention and point out instances where ethnicity/rehgien h

and ‘damnging ¢l fects on development in Migeria.

el v L I Ij:lt].
[l il - B

Dl collection for this study was mainly fror
(he methods ol

ources and

5 and nternet 8
prual and historical.

joumals, newspupers, Mugazines, documentarie
analysis adopted were essentially qualitative, normative; analytical, conce

Wt lod ulwgey
The choice of this design

larly as it regurds the
ons in the pus!

e historical design is the method adopted in this siudy,

wiis infurmed by the compelling desire to delve 1nto the past, partisy
again is (o unravel situati
ive to deal with the present and future

evelopment is traced to the pusl

volatile and sensitive nature of the topic, The idea
thit would help proffer solution borne of aloruistic mol

cituntion of the country, it was pbserved that the ugly part of d

arising liom an elite whose primaordial interest i fur and above the spciety he has either be

The situatlen 15 bad 10 the extent thal nothing

appointed, recruited of Bven elected to leud.
1o his place of birth or

ared that does not in-any way relales

meaning il attract him 1o an
peruse the wiy and manner the

religion. So; this desipgn help fundamentally (o hsterically

alites hove been NUSMAansginig the country's development borne wut of religion and ethiie

prejudice. Therefore, (he method adopted was essentially qualitative, normative, analyticol

wndl lnatorcesk

{y/Heligion and Developuent in Nigeria

Itthnii
viz development has been very epileptic nol

The pace of Nigerid’s propress viz-a-

because she does not have the resources like other developing countries to achieve her
ipated goals bt becnust her efforts has been retropressed and hindered by the internal

and religion. Ethnicity in Nigevia has become the barometer for nsseasing
erit should give 10 yoll The moment the existing stakeholders finds um.

wnkic
{orees of ethnicity

anel pelting whal m

(it whill youi desives 15 nol connected Lo their dreas af origin or religion you are imimedistely

el sucly opporiunitys Consequently, the idea and anticipated pregramme such [ndividusl

i his aea in the nume of development suffers abysmally.

e

would lwve braught
As rightly noted by Nnoli (1978) *This ethnicity in Africa has o class character, T8

Liderstanding cannol be achieved in iselution from the general class struggles in the sociely,
o meaiingful solution of the ethpic problems of Africa, including ethnic balancing cun

seceed witlout @ fundamental ehange in the natire of the navonal leaderships in Africa
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ibove all, the struggle against ethnic chauvinism cannot be successfully waged under the

tcadership of that segment of the population which benefits most substantial by aml concretely
from the prevailing inter-ethnic situation.™

Unfortunately, this has been the defining variable in virtually almost oll facets of
human endeavour such as politics, eriployment opporiunities and even religion, o mention a
tew. Uonsequently, national integration and development sulTers s a result of this wndue
manipulatzon, In some of our institutions of learming now, ethnicity/religion mre determiming
vanables for seeking admission into the wiversity. In most cases, what the candidate scores
does nol matter. Quite regrettably there are inslances where cthnicity is pride tar and above
meritecracy during admission process. “This implics that ethnicity is the only major basis for
the “suthontative allocation of values™ (Uronsanye, |996). Bupporting the above, Davis &
Bewaiw, (2001) says that since independence, Migeria has made hittle progress in forging and
consolidating a sense of oneness among its diverse and often mutually sntagomstic ethnic
groups. Despite efforts by successive Nigerian governments (o instill a sense of national

iwlentify the allegiance of most Migerians to their vanous ethnic groups st surpass their

alicgiance to the Nigenan natign

By extension, Geertz (1965; 139) maintained that “the network of primodial alliance
andd bpposilion 15 & dense, intricate, bul yer precisely articulated one, the product, in most
cases, of centunies of gradual erystallization. The unfamiliar civil state, born yesterday from
the merger remains of an exhausted colomal regime, 15 superimposed from this fine spun and
living conserved texiure.of pride and suspicion and mest somehow contrive 1o weave into the
fabric of modern polities,” Efforts therefore must be consistently made o disabuse the minds
of the ruling elite from this seeming policy decision and activities that seems 1o be retarding
and stagnating development in Migena. The inability of Nigena 1o have risen above certain
level economically and palitically is the strong force and hepemonic tendencies of both
ethnic and religious powers towards the pursuit of development. As aptly noted by Ekekwe
{2020), “How can we begin 10 explain these contradictions, confusion and unrclenting
tensions that have come 1o charmcterize Nigena? Under what circumstances can the country
move from more Fl'_':-I_E'ﬂ;tiEI.l 1o pusilive redlity, and tum s vasi resources inlo wealth for the
growing population? Nigenans have been reeling in the agony of increasing unemployment,
inequality, poverty and inflation.™

Consequently, because issucs of life that bother on politics and cconomy arc viewed
from the peism of cthnic and religious polities, it adversely hinders development and

promotes massive unemployment which creates brigandage, gangsters, bandits and thuggery.
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thomy lssues in the fife of many Niperians today. This is beeause some
10ined thege deadly group born out of the frustration they suffered in the hangg

oF those who e e crusnders. of ethnicireligious politics. The resultant effect i the
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Sronomy, arising from kidnapping robbery, terrorism amongs
Others, Suifiee gk

0 sy that intellectanls fike Nroli (1978), Ojo (2009), Chineye (2014),
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Wt e very
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and religious based. Consequently, development is slowed down in areas where appointments
were notl given or made as there will be no representative or political appainiee thal wili
formulate policies thatl will enhance the living standard of the people from such arcas
Again, ethnic and religious politics promate hatred and prejudice. Very recently,
15sues of disagreements among the different geopolitical #ones that makes up the country
resulted in hote speeches and quit nolices because of 1he high deblme of the promoters af
ethme and religiows pohincs, The implications of crussders of ethnicity is to kill persona
imtiative which 18 sine quanan to development, Somecne from the East for instance, who
would have spent his time in the lar away North with all the resources in place lo be given
quit notice would have had his business empire hindered or destroyved |
Ethme/Religions polities creates unending acrimony and uncertainly. A socisty such
as gurs Lhat is recklessly enmeshed in ethnic and religious squabbles is bound to live in fear
and consistent disagreements. The painful experience in contemporary lime is the escalation
of ethnicity end religion arising from very mimor skirmishes that will tripeer o vielence
sitnation that may consequently result-in death and destruction of property. It 15 a known nnd
contestable fact that where people of different-ethnic back ground congrepate there 15 bound
to be some level of disagrezments, Unforiunately, the consciousness of ethnicity and religion
mukes the whole disagreement to be Over siretched. Al the end, property that have been
acquired overtime are turned 1o ashes within a twinkle of an eye because of fight that s borme
out of ethnie jingoism. The recent [gbide versus Emede crisis in Isoko South local
government Area of Delta State that took the hives and property of many people would have
been avoided iF not for the intra ethnic differences that have always been there [rom time
immemorial. The implication of this iz slow pace of development since it will require
povernment and community effort to raise money to buy and réplace property that have been
consciously and deliberately destroyed by -ethnic and religious bigots. To allow syimbatic
radicalism and mindless disruptive tendencies (o dominate their thinking and action is not
only self-defeating but also counterproductive {Akinsanya, 2005},
Findings
The findings revealed that Nigeria's problem is borne oul af e amalgametion of the
Southern and Northem protectorates by Lugard’s administration of 1914, This supposed
marriage of convenicnee, perhaps 10 ease administration and promole eneness turned oul to
be the major problem hindering development in Migeria as the problem ol ethnicity and
religion were seen 1o be doing more damages to development. This is because policies,
programmes formulated and executed respectively gvertime have ethnie and celigious
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pendulum. The Gndings, further shows that hale Jpeasiice: , religion and ethnic
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country et has been severely and uncontroblably enmished
1o discourage this

piole dev elopmen and

negative and
squsbhles, Therefore, every existing effort must be mude

ro
danperous phenomenon call ethpicity/religion in onder © P
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Cunelesion

g k arising
No doult, development in Nigera has suffersd o lot of mishap und setbac
hored on hate

in MNigerm,

from ethnie and religious politics in MNigera The degres of disagreement ane
speeches and guil notices have in many ways distoried the pace of development )
The wnewding wickedness of man o min, man’'s exploilatien “E'v“inﬁ" amongst others 1
strenuly rooted i ethiie and religious politics: Until people start seeing themselves a5 one
rrespective ol the ethnic and religious divide in our everyday life, development in MNigena
will keep taking the retrogressive ond slow page it has alwiys assurred. It is an abuse of
apocess for o country that has common historical destiny o see killing of one ancther and
even making derogatory remarks aguinst sach other as 4 way of hife 08 if we started living
wauellier only vesterday. Tn Gairness, the pace of development is supposed to have gone further
than this, The nutionulists who fought tor the political and economic emancipation of Nigeria
fram the grip of the colonial masters: had development in focus when independence was
fought for more than fifty nine years ago. 1T we must achieve development and withess some
level of progress in virtually all facets of human endeavour, then we must all effectively play
down on ethnicity and religious prejudice. According 1o Eregha (2008), “in Migerin at
present, pelicies ave still developed along ethnic/communal lines in the fallowing areas: job
vpportunities, award  of  conttaels, revenue  allocation, structural  and infrastructural
development, admission inte federl nstitutions of leaming, ull these policy areqs are bosed
on quots system whergas infrastructursl wid stroctural dﬂ‘-"ﬂ[upmmu e ﬁlﬂ concentrated it
some parts ol the cauntry of the rulers; to the neglecl of those areas whepe he wealth of the
nation comes from, The most disastrous effect of this Lype of fivouritism along communal
line s thar it imprisons talents required for “ﬂhﬂu-hmll:hng' Sifee some 3mﬂl3fnf--ﬁ1_=
counlry have L wait for others (o enteh up,
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