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ABSTRACT

The unprecedenteqd increase in unemployment has led to development mitiaty;
aCquisition) in tertiary institutions in Migeria. The idea behind this is to enable graduapes devel op/

themselves economically and independently without building all their hopes and ASpirations gy
BOVemment. And 50,

the survival

© (=il

tertiary education is concerned with the acquisition of skills and vy

of the individual and society at large. This paper examined the mean of
tertiary education, skills dequisition and the relevance of tertiary education for skills

ues fop
educatiog, |

acq ul::iljn:mj

in Migeria, Tha Paper concluded that development is sine qua non 1o a healthy and happy sm;ﬂ[:,.f

when each citizen Puts into use skills acquired. |
INTRODUCTION

polytechnics, Universities, the skill

Bequisition becomes very diffieyl; "0 acquire. It is against this
background various scholars look at the meaning of education

Bequisition. Plato as cited

training which is given by suitahle habits
children when pleasure and pain. are rightly implanted in

Durkheim (1956) conceptualized education a5

from different perspectives)

in Ezewy (1993) cﬂnl:l:p:ualizt'!
1o the

1]

tatlored towards the goal of skill
education as that

- - J
first instinets of virtee it

tional soyls. In this same vein,

e systematic socialization  of the younger
generation by which the Jater learns religious a




gorementioned schools where critical time would be devoted to learning a particularly course
| such as Home Economics education, teaching education ete. The idea is for the student to
sequire SOE training and skills at the end of the programme which will enhance his chances of
gevetoping himself independently and be seen as an emplover of labour, particularly in a counlry
where employment opportunity become very scarce. Such individual can now set up a business
egterpnize 0f his own and render some humanitarian services, With better quality service
rendered by such enterprise coupled wit the employment of many hands that affect the lives of
Wigerians positively, national development is sustained.

For Aristotle, education was more than merely acquiring skills and common belicls, &
point reiterated by Smith in his plea for the division of labour and the specialization of skills.
Education 1o Aristotle symbolized a way of life for individuals learned largely by doing. Its godl
was ot unity, but to foster and protect a way of life that encouraged and sistained diverse social
and political activities {Subrata, 2007),

CONCEFTUAL CLARIFICATIONS
Edwcation

Education 15 a process of developing the individual physically, mentally, morally and
socially for his own welfare and for the benefit of the society (Whawo, 2005). It can equally be
concerned as the aggregate of the processes by means of which a person or an individual
develops his abilities. Education is an instrument of change, innovation and invention. Enaibe
(2007), define education as the process whereby an individual acquires positive changes in
behavior geared towards contributing positive development 10 himself and the society in which
he lives, Itisa n:&nasaﬁ'}f weapon that can be used to surmount ignorance, poverty, disease and to
produce functional citizens with positive attitudes towards loving what they ought to love and
nsting what they ought 1o hate. Education is seen as a branch of knowledge whose primary
concern is the preparation of the group members 1o be useful when they become of age (Money,
2007}. Corroborating the position of Money, Ezewu (1993) citing Plato define Education as that
training which is giver by suitable habit to the first instincts of virtue in children when pleasure
and pair, are rightly implanted in rational souls. In Nigeria, education has been identified as the
key that would unlock the potentials of cur people as they strive for greater prosperity (NUC,
2004 and Ekundayo end Ajayi, 2009). This mission can be achieved through the effective
application of the instruments that spans the gap between greative individuals with innovative
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and arts for economic ang . .
ideas, on the one hand and the epplication of science technolORY S0CH)

advancement on the other hand, It is an investment feiyt
e of its citizen, Behebiafia (2000).

by the state for its continued exjg,

development and general welfar

Tertiary Education. .
i i fi
stitutions of higher learning rangimg from college o

Tertiary education connotes in : ;
t is the citadel of learning geared towards quality i

Education, polytechnics and Universities, ]
| is unlike what is obtainable at the secondary shyy

sustainable education. Learning at this leve

education level where the learning expericnces of the individuals is at the primordial stage ,¢

human development. The tertiary sducation exposes the individual ta a lot of things such as skjj)y
of different magnitede, social education, independent living, development ol morals and a lg
moTe,
Skills.

Skills are naturally given talents that are put into practice through & formal setting
organizations, Tt is an established fact that effective training and aequisition of skills have very
significantly impacted on the development of some countries.

1t is against this background Ezeji and Okone (1788) acknowledged that “Migeria's social
and economic problems will be drastically reduced if people are given adequate vocational
training in skills becauze it is only with skills men thal equipment and materials can

hamessed, |
Skills Acquisition,

This is the process of acquiring the natural endowed ideas, potentials, through a form
leaming in-a schooling acedemy or an organization et up for such exercize, It is usually an ides
learning process acquired from the education industry, It iz for this reason Nneji (1994) apined
that education is “supposed to prepare an individual for a career in life, Unfortunately, m
Nigerian children go into various stages of education right from the primary school to tertiaf
institutions without any preparation for whatever capeer they aim at”",
TERTIARY EDUCATION FOR SKILLS ACQUISITION IN NIGERIA

Tertiary education is educationflearning acquired at the higher institutions level rngis

from the Colleges of Education, Polytechnics, Universitiss et with the seimary désign

purpose of acquiring some skills, Imuwl-:dg-_b that will enahle the student to develop himse!
economically and more importantly use this skill acquired 1o contribute 1o nation buildii



sccording 10 Bulya (2071 T :
i ). & nation's functional educational institution exhumes human
resources potentials, refine or sharpen the \ "
p:}sil'i‘fﬂ sl m for maximum productivity geared at instituting
clopment - : =
e pd; and calling quits national underdevelopment. The challenge of this
pﬂ?ﬂ cally aw . e P - X §
; . y attention 1o the existing tertiary institutions which are there but
Jellisoned on which Nigeria’s skill built . ;
ould foll LLL wilt upon human capital development would trailed and
shou o atter all the indi o ; X
i e indispensability of quality human capital development lies completely
n the fact that :
ol : no matter the richness of any country intetred of national resources “without the
fioris @ al; . A
k ; (quality) human resources (or capital), which act upon the natural resources in terms
of exploiting them for the benefit of man and the nation) development can ot take place”
(Uwazie and Okezie 200%).

So, the existence of tertiary institutions should be more wilored towards training and
producing people that will be skillful in different fields of human endeavour, The essence is for
ihese set of people to be able to put their skills into practice. 1 am nol saying that the schools
have not done well in‘this area, But, more attention sholld be devoted rather than allowing the
children 1o study courses they can not put in practice on their own not to talk of helping the
pation. A child embarking on the NCE programme for instance is already on the course of how
to teach once he or she graduates. This is hecause he has been exposed to the processes and

methods of teaching. The one studying Home ecanomics has equally mastered the processcs and

methods involve on how to prepare both the African and continental dishes, so that the moment

f the school the desire 1o s€t UP her shop become the issue, Unfortunately, we

she comes out O
today because they are not skillful in the areas

have a lot of these graduates roaming the street

{hat should have prepared them for the future. The school should come up with a gurriculum that

should reduce the burd
Tertiary educatio

be lifted from their raw state
pment they musi
g them with all luman capital development entail the knowledge,

en of employment on the government.
0 for skills acquisition must be centred on the notion that if people must
and launched into becoming the basic building blocks or active

agents of national develo be soundly prepared for this developmenial task

{hrough adequately equippin
skills, competencies. hehaviours, values and attitude germane to eliciting the desired quality of
at any modicum of biased ar prejudice that without a steady

ties built upon some skills so that the unemployment industry
hreak through would be a

life. It must be admir:tcd witho
growth in educational opportuni

become less volatile, the quest for the country's economic and gocial
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THE RELEVANCE OF TERTIARY
Tentiary educatinn

EDUCATION TO NATIONAL DEVEL Opyyp
iﬂ‘ian-:em:nt, that is very ;

1% the means thas helps to convey the teaffic of ECONAmic gnq St
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problem and 14 live 5 ‘

mperative and necessary in every existing country. This 15 |
necessary platform for their development
samable life in e face of very glaring

the peaple 14 secure the

eCanomic COmpetiting and
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Tertiary education n different institutions
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E pﬂt:;::pii:nit :E::; ‘::::z:l:]'lﬂm from mundane cultural practices and superstitions
{ political Affairs of their communities Edﬂlg.':mE e
; 00 sincadon ralasb e i lﬂTl BDLtn[rlms: According to (Adamu, 2003.and Ikhuoria
. i ¥ of'life through its impact on poverty reduction.
. st{mcm in tertiary education is also an influential conduct for equitable income
distribution. Income disparity is higher where a society is divided into a literate few and an
illiterate majority as is evident from the experiences of most African countries. As the rate of
illiteracy decreases, the number of people in paid employment normally increase with the
possibility of more equitable income distribution. This in turn helps to lesson social tensions,
promotes democratic ideals and supports more stable politics. Human capital could be poorly
utilized when there is a mismatch between available skills and the openings in the labour market
{Onwuka, 2012), We must all of us be on the look cut for opportunities to promoic products and
cervices from our countries, and our continent. This is where wealth, taxes and Jobs come from;
it is not rocket science, (i-’mguard, 2016).
EFFECTS OF TERTIARY EDUCATION ON THE NIGERIAN SOCIETY

Education is an indispensable means of unlocking the human mind and protecting his
personality, This pronouncement is totally justified on grounds that education provides the
scaffolding that is required to secure good health, economic secarity and job opportunity. The
logical extension is where the right to education 15 guaranteed access (o and employment of other
rights are enhanced. It is the greatest :vestment that a nation can make for the quick sociological
and human resource development. Hence, according to Nwaham (2005). the societies and
ndividual look up to it as a source of hope for the achievement of their goals and aspirations.

Unfortunately, rather than meeting some of thesc goals s the target, sume of these institutions

have become & breeding ground for thugs, prostitutes, to mention a few,
o of these tertiary institutions, students who have graduated often time may nol be
put in practice wha they have leamt in these institutions.

I som
able to independently stand up 10
Warst still, some of Thn:rn who may be engaged in publie service may not be able to deliver
effectively. The impliEH
service of such & persom.
who have become a big burden on publ

{2009).

tion of this is that the employer of labour finds it difficult to engage the

There are many people teday pecupying important posilions in Migerin,
i revenue or threat (o social and moral order, Zimako
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4. Give the strong and compelling evidence on the professionali

(ertiary institutions, idleness and joblessnes ‘0 be economically independent, courtesy of the
: : & will . .
m‘idv:r:t is for every institution to admit a sipde b s e PRt sy
. : Nt based on what he i fre
school and not just going 1o the school because athe S e
i ! I3 are goi Tl i
analysis, we will have less terrorist in e going to the school. Flowing from this
13 : name of Boko Haram, Niger Delta avengers, Fulani
Herdsmen, child trafficking etc in our sociery. 1 i
S i el i y. Higher education, especially the university today
SR 1t creating fotally new institutions and new bases of economic and soeisl
integration in any nations development process (Castells, 1991)
RECOMMENDATIONS LR
The followi ;
: Ing recommendations have been suggested in the light of the nation's socio-
aconomic challenges.
' o
|. Having gone through the three or four years of formal education for skills acquisition, the
student should be able w0 engage himself by operating a business centre in the absence of
government paid job.
7, Again, once jobs are created from the skills acquired from any institution of vour choice, it
will mot be a hidden thing to anyone in the country and foreign investors, particularly when
you seem to be doing well in that cndeavour. This will go along way 1o help build the
reputation of the country and reduce social ills and malady
The creation of a sirong private sector as source of growth and national development.
(ndividuals who have gone through the formal process of “Home Economics” as & discipline

need not be taught how to open & shop to render services on African and European dishes.

Before you know a strong private sector would be built to meet both local needs and those of

foreign countries.
sm acquired from the training.

would want to leam wider such person 1o acquire knowledge and skill. The logicality
hat such a person has equally become an employer of labour, there by helping the
the effect of unemployment in the country, which include the

people
in this 15 &

government 1o cushiomn

ptions and chooses for renewal of the job because of the personal initiative 10

expansion of o

always come up with innovations.
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