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Absiract

This study sought to examine curriculum development process in secondary
education in Nigeria with particalar reference to Delta State. Descriplive survey
was employed for the study. Two research questions were raised for the stady,
The target population comprises of 11,112 secondary sehool teachers across the
three {17 senatorial disirict in Delta State. Stratified random sampling technique
was wsed in selecting eighty (B0) teachers [rom the farget population, The
instrument used for data collection was & four point likert rating seale of vory
great extent, great extent, litthe extent and very little extent, the questionnaire
wag fagged: Curricilum Development Process in Secondary Schools Scale
(CDPSSS). The instrument were faced validated by two experts, ong from the
department of curriculum studies and instrection and the other from the
department of measurement and evaluation both from the College of Education,
Agbor. The reliability of the instrument was ascertained wsing Crencbach
Alpha analytical technigue which yielded 083 reliability coefTicient. Data ol
250 was used for decision taking on the respondents responses as benchmark.
[ata collected were analysed using frequency distribution, mesn rating scale
aned standard deviation, Findings revealed amongst otfwrs, that the socrety
influences the aims/objectives on the development of curmmiculum process. (hat
majority of experts were not satizfied with corriculum development process in
the secondary school level becanse (eachers lack special training in curriculum
development process, Tt was further recommended that, there is need o revise
the curriculum and textbooks to improve the quality of curriculum i Delta
State.
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Curriculum development is a dynamic process as it changes according to the
needs of the society and the stakeholders of the education system. The curriculum
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development process includes several stages such as planning, preparing, designing,
developing, implementing, evaluating, revising, and improving. Traditionally curriculum
development has been seen as planning for a sustained process of teaching and leaming
in a forme! institutional setting. Curriculum development is systematic and dynamic
process sensitive to time and place in which preparation, development, implementation
and evaluation steps are involved (Begg, 20113).

According to Hussain (2011}, curriculum development is a permanent search for
qualitative improvement in responze to change in the socicty. it is a formulation of
materials and its use for educative processes to organize betier learning opportunities.
Lor example, should the policy aim to teach what is of value, as embudied in suhject
disciplines, and for deep understanding in preparation for competing in the glohbal
economy? Or should policy aim for a persenalized enrvicutum that recognizes students
as active partners in their learning or develop their potentinl as a person (Koskei, 20115).

The nature of schoal organization and type of administrative struchire in which
the programme is carried ot influences the curnculum development process as a whole.
The ceniralized administrative structure in Delia State has strong effect on curricolum
development, Tn consultation with education providers m the comuiry, the government is
working ta develop a national curticnlumn and come up with edueational policies that
will govern the education system of the country { Akhtar, 2004 ),

Curriculnm Development

Corriculum development is that aspeet of the corriculum  process that is
concerned with the detaiied selection amd prganization of content, learning experiences
and resources, The process of bailding the corriculim infe a functional form for schaools
is termed Curriculom  Development. According 1o wowi  (2014), Curriculim
Dievelopment is a formulation of material and it use o cdueative processes. Similarly
Alvor (2014} e of the opinion that Curoculom is considered as the “heart” of any
learning institntion whicli ficans that schools or the aniversity cannot exist without a
curtieulnm, With fta impertance it formal education. corrieninm has become a dynamie
process due 1o the changes that ceewr in mir sCiely

f‘“”;,_.“h“" ]|.,wr.|...|:-.|.|-|pn| Tl ] I|1‘l-||“f7|||E“l aemnehe fow lpl:'ﬂlll.:'lli'l.-'t‘ i'l11[‘ll-l'|"l"‘ll'lﬂ'lll B
resmmss to change in the sociely. Cmeienbom ey elapment i thas a dynamie process as
i chanpes peconling o the needs ol dle socaely gewd e wtakeholiders i the edoeation
gystem ([bepp, 7013), Acconling 1 Cldefuna (200091, 1he essence ol clarriet am
development is tis penerale a packape thal will dlirect and guile the teacher, ensure thal
the learner acquites appropriate skills that will enable hirher develop provoking ideas
and thoughtz, sensitive feelings alwant hisfher environments.
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To this, curriculum development includes the following stages:

1. Meeds assessment of the society;

2. Preparation of a proposal for developing the curriculum:

3. Inveolving the ministry of Education;

4, Establishing a project team;

5. Proparation of an experimental curriculum outlines in which subject contents and
methods were allocated;

Making a limited publication of the trial edition;

Trying out this new curriculum experimentally;

Making judgement in terms of the extent to which the new aims and objectives were
met;

9. Sceking approval from classroom teachers, educators and ministry of Education;

10. Publication of results and

11. Follow-ups using in scrvice training seminars and workshops.

Furpose of the Study
The main purpose of this study was to investigate the process of curriculum

development in secondary school education in [Xelia State. Specifically the study sought

to

i. Determune the extent to which societal peeds influence cumriculum development
process in Delta State.

ii. Examine extent to which the skills of curriculum experis influence corriculum
development process in Delia State

L

Research Questions

The following research guastions were raized for the study;

i. Towhat extent do societal needs influence curriculum development process n Delta
State

ii. To what extent do skills of eurriculum experts influence cwrriculum development
process in Delta State,

Significance of the Study

¥ The findings will be nzeful to currieulum developers hecanse it will provide an
nsight inte the curriculum development process in secondary schools,

¥ It will be helplul to meet most of the queries raised by the Ministry of Education
who will use them 1o guide curriculum development process.

¥ It will be significant to policy makers who make policies in education,
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Literature Heview

The literature is reviewed under the following headings:
i. Concept of curriculum and curriculum development;
ii. Factors influencing curriculum development process;
iii. Processes involve in curriculum development;

iv. Theoretical Framework and

v, Conceptual Framework

i. Concept of Curriculum and curriculum development
Curriculum development may be defined as & process in which the learning
opportunities, materials, equipment and other resources are constantly planned, assessed
and reviewed with the aim of bringing about some positive changes in the students being
taught. 1t is clear from this definition that curriculum development should be guided by
certain principles which makes it a dynamic process. The componentis of the process arc
identified as follows:
(i) Setting up the aims and objectives to be achieved by the curriculum;
(i}  Determination of the content of the curriculum;
(iii) Choosing the methods to be adopted in the organization and the presentation of
the contenis to the students;
{iv) Measuring or assessing the progress and performance of the students and
(v}  Obtaining a feedback from graduates or products of the curriculum and analyzing
the dats so as to review other components in the curriculum process, the
dynamics and recurring process of curriculum development, is based partially on
(Al-Missned, 2010).

ii. Factors that influence curriculum development process

The relationship between education and society is dynamic and interactive.
Education not only reflects a society but is an influence in shaping its development
(Saggloma, 2011). It helps to equip children to share in the benefits of the society in
which they live and to contribute effectively to that society’s sustenance and evolution.
Curriculum reflects the educational, cultural, social and economic agpirations and
concerns of a pepple. It also takes cognizance of the changing nature of knowledge and
society and caters for the needs of individual children in adjusting to such change, The
social influences and importance of these influences are factors in the curriculum

development process (Akhtar, 2004).
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fii. Frocess involve in Curriculum Development

The cumiculum development process involves four interrelated phases:
curriculum shaping, curriculum writing, preparation for implementation and curriculum
monitoring, evaluation and review. The phase one produces a broad outline of the
Foundation to curriculum for a leaming process. This phase is developed with expent
advice and provides broad direction on the purpose, structure aid organization of the
learning area. It also provides a reference of the Minal curriculum documents for the
learning area. This phase includes key periods of consultation such as open public
consultation and targeted consultation with the key stakeholders including teachers and
education experts (Koskei, 201 5).

Phase two produces curriculum for a particular learning areas, that iz,
specifications of content and achievement standards 1o be used by education authorities,
schools and teachers in all institutions. This phase involves teams of writers, supported
by experi advisory groups, and includes key periods of consultation such as apen public
consultation as well 85 targeted consultation with key stakeholders including teachers.
state and territory education anthorities, parents and students, pu-+lessional associations,
teachers unjons. universitics and community groups. This phase involves defivery of the
curriculum to schools. Teachers and school management anthorities start curriculum
mmplementation suppor ltom school authorities. (Koskei, 2002}

The monitoring and evalustion amnd review phase makes consideration on
curriculumm evaluation, Cwgicolom evaluation refers 1o (e collection of mformation on
which judgment might he made abont fhe worth aned the effechiveness nf a ]'rlluﬁl;.'lllﬁl'
programme. 1L includes making those judgments so that decision might be made about
the future of programme, whether to refain the programme as it stand, modify it or throw
it out altogether (Hussain, 201 1)

Reforming an existing curmiculum involves removing subjects, l:r-rrl:'-:;lit!ug ErTOrS
and adding new subjects, is cheaper than developing a whole new curriculum,
Developing & curriculum iz o longterm target; it conld take years before a new one
CIETHeS, anil teaching aml lesiming proceszes cannot wait for that, Chilidren need 1o be
taught, but they shonld De Guoght with new approaches guided by new policy, Therefore,
reforming an existing curriculim conkd he an easier and cheaper route for post-conflict
education reconstruction, However, as rightly pointed oot by Freeman, Weimnsteir.
Murphy and Longman (208), Currieulum reform is often controversial, arguably even
more 5o in post conflict sitontionz where conflicts have ridden countries of the frust of
people and governmenis. For ihis repson, some leading scholars in the field have called
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for the gradual reform of a curriculum, to ensure that national consensus is reached.
(Hussain, 2011).

Taking feedback of stakeholders is one of curriculum development strategy, Use
of technology for fulfillment of demands of stakeholders; Revision of curriculum is done
for each five years and so o The seminare, panel discussions, orientalion programmes
and workshops must be arranged for involvement of teacher as curriculum developer
Curriculum developers must follow some of the principles of curriculum development
such as eonservative principle, forward looking principle, creation prineiple, activily
principle, child centered principle, flexibility principle, leisun: principle, characier
building principle, and dignity of labour pringiple. The principles of maturity,
preparation for real life, linking with life, individual difference, loyaltics, core or
common subjects, all round development of body, mind and spirit, democracy, Islamic,
socialism and so on (Kelly, 2009},

iv. Theoretical Framework
The study is based on the Hilda Taba's (1962) grass root theory ofn the process

of curriculum development. She modified Tyler's basic model to become more oriented
ey curriculum development in schools. She believed that teachers have the expertise amd
the time to get involved in designing, planning and developing of the curriculum rather
than educational planners, policy makers and the authorities who may not have
knowledge of what is actually happening in the classroom. In her model, Taba came up
with seven major steps that make up the grassroots rationale in which the teachers have
a major input, The following are the seven steps:

i, Diagnosis of needs;

i, Formulation of Objectives;

iil. Selection of content;

iv. Organization of content;

v. Selection of learhing experiences,

vi. Organization of leaming activities and

vii. Determination of what to evaluate and ways and means of doing it.

v. Conceptusal Framework
The conceplual framework indicated processes concerning the curriculum

developtent in secondary sehools.
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Figure 2.1 Curriculten Development Process.
Source: Modified by the Researcher.

Research Methodology
i. Research Design

The Research Design employed in the study was descriptive survey, The survey
15 the most frequently used method for collecting information about people’s attitudes
opinions, habits, or any of the variety of education or social scicnce (ssucs,

ii. Fopulation, Sample Size and Sampling Techniques .
The target population was 11,112 teachers across the three (3) senatorial District
of Delta State. Stratified random sampling was used in selecting 80 teachers as sample.
Table 3.1 represent sample size for the study.

| Senntorisi : T‘lrf.ﬂ pogrulntion of Rample Ehm-liiin:-_' =
Thisirices Vraclers Technique
Delia Norih = F.9R0 T Bunbified |
[ Deltn Central ) KT iratilied
Delta South 2,012 20 Sirntified
TOTAL 17,112 [T e
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Presentation of Data /Results
Research Question T
To what extent do societa]l Needs influence curriculum development process in
Delta State? i

Table I: Frequency distribution, Mean score and Standard deviation of teachers
responses to the extent of societal Needs on Curriculum Development
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Results from table 1 revealed that seventy (70) out of eighty (80) teachers
responded positively to items number 1,23 & 4. They all agreed that society needs had
influence on development of curriculwn process in secondary schools to a great extent
which is 88% of the total sample with a mean score of 3.45, 3.56, 3.56 and 3.44, These
mean scores are above the benchmark of 2.50 indicating that curriculum should reflect
societal needs.

Research Question 2: To what extent do skill of curriculum experts influence
development process in Delia State?

Academic Scholarship Journal, Volume 16 No I, March, 2020-ISSN 2141-3428 29



A Christlang ¥, Nwadiokwy

Table 2: Frequency distribution, Mean score and Standard deviation of teachers
responses to the oxtont to which skill of curriculum experts inflnence development
Frocess
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Table II shows that items number 6, 7 & 8 responded positively that curriculun
experts are competent in handling curriculum development which is 94% of the sample
population. The mean score of 328, 2.35 and 3.49 which is above the benchmark of
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2,50 is an indication that curriculum experts should be given due representation in the
curriculum committec,

Discussion of Findings
The research guestion one (1) which is on the extent of influence of societal

needs in the school curriculum development process revealed that society can influence
curricnlem. lems 1,23 & 4 indicates that the mean scores are higher than the decision
mile of .50, This finding strongly agree with Sappiomo, (20011) who opined  that
Bducation not only reflects the society but is an influence in shaping s development.
Aklitar, (2004} in agreement with question number four (4) states that social influences
are importance factors that influences curriculum development process.

The findings in table 2 shows that 94% are of the opinion that eurriculum
experis are conipetent in curriculum development process. This is indicated in the mean
sgores of ilems 6,7 & & which is above the decision of 2.50 benchmark. This is in line
with Hussain, (2011) who opine that leading scholars in the field have called for a
gradual reform of a curriculum, to ensure that National consensus is reached. On the
other hand, respondents to question 9 & 10 disagreed thal experts are satisfied with the
process of curriculum development by non-involvement of teachers in secondary school.
This is in alignment with Koskei, 2015 who argued that teachers aned school
management are authorities in curriculum implementation and should be involved in

curriculum development process.

Conclusion
Based on the findings, the following conglusion were made:

The curriculum development process is systematic, dynamic and sensitive 1o time and
place in which preparation, development, implementation and evaluation steps are
involved. Generally, teachers are not invelved in the curricufum development process in
Delta State. Most experts were not satisfied with curriculum development process al
secondary lTevel because they lacked special training for curriculum  development
process. Findings of the study also revealed that there is need to revise curriculum and
texthooks to improve the quality of curriculum in Delta State.

Recommendations
The study recommends the following:
(i} Curriculum planners are backbone of education policies of a country. They should

he well trained, qualified and competent in their fields;
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(it} The Ministry of Education should offer special training for curriculum experts and
teachers to develop the policy of curriculum development process in Delta State.;
(iii} The Ministry of Education should provide guidelines and policies of curriculum
development process in Della State;

{iv) The current curriculum and textbooks should be reviewed to improve the quality of
curriculum in Della Siate and

(v} Teachers” opinien should be given prime imporiance in the curriculum development
process in secondary school level in Delia State.
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