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Abstract

This study advocates the essentials of integrating peace education to form parl
of the Nigerian Bazic Education Curricwlum to instill in learmers the
knowledge, skills, values and attitudes of resolving problems imtelligently to
protect thair environmest owing 1o the vecent turbulent crisis/challenges
faclng the Nigeria society, Three research questions were formulated io guide
the study. The descriptive survey research design was employed in the study in
order to collect data. Simple random sampling was wsed to select eight
hundred (800) respondents consisting of one hundred and twenty (120
teachers and six hundred and eighty students (680} across the three sematorial
districts in Delta State. A guestionnagire tagged “Teachers responses in
Mmtegrating Peace Education info Basic Edvcarion Curricuium Cniesiionnalre
(TRIPEIBECY) comaining thirty (30) items drawn on o 4-point rating scale
ways used for data collection. Data way analysed using frequency disirifution
and mean score. Based on the findings of the study, recommendation were
preferved among others that there should be new veforms in the basic
adueation curvicuium; school teachers showld be trafned prafessionally for
effective implementation of the course at the classroom level,

Key words: Peace Education, Basic education, curriculum, sustainable security, Delta
state.

There is need to provide commensurate peace education that will target at
inculeating into individuals the rightful spirit, awsreness and consciousness for
sustainable security. This, in essence must fully be integrated at the early stages of life
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cspecially at the basic education level to imbibe the culture of peace and security
sustainability, The Mational Council of Educational Research and Training (2006)
highlighted that education for a long lasting culture of peace js education for life. It is
not merely training for a livelihood bui also equipping individuals with the values,
skills, and attitudes they need to be wholesome persons who live in harmony with
others and as responsible citizens. According to the Programme of Action on a Culture
of Peace, the United MNations defined a culture of peace as “a set of values, attitudes,
modes of behaviour and ways of life that reject violence and prevent conflicts by
tackling their root causes to solve problems through diglogue and negotiation among
individuoals, groups and nations™ (UNESCO, 20100,

In the 2004 the MNational Policy on Education, basic education comprises
Primary and Junior Secondary School Education, which spans nine (9) vears of
learning. Primary education is given in institutions for children between the ages of 6 1o
12, for duration of 6 years while junior secondary school education consists of both pre-
vocational and academic education, It forms part of the Universal Basic Education,
which is free, universal and compulsory. At this level, basic subjects are taught, which
will enable pupils acquire further knowledge and skills (Federal Republic of Nigeria &
Intermational Labour Organization — [LO, 2004).

Sani (2013) described curriculum as the educational experiences designed
purposely for ceriain studenis within a specific time in order to accomplish the set
objectives. Additionally, curriculum is defined as planned learning activities for
students, ran and monitored by schools in order to achieve its educational goals.
Curriculum is fundamental t© education. It serves as an imstrument for puided
instruction.

Above all, instructional materials for implementing peace education eurriculum
should not present any biased information or message that may be derogatory to any
person or group (Akudolu, 2012). Based on all this background necessitates, this study
investigated the essentials/importance of integrating peace education into the Delta
State Basic Education curriculum for a lasting culture of peace and scourity
sustainability. The significance of this study is to enable the povernment, policy
makers, all education stakeholders — e.g. school heads/administrators, teachers,
community stakeholders, parents, children and vouth work towards & lasting culture of
peace as an instrument for social change and security sustainability in Delta State.

Concept of Peace Education

In the view of Anthony (2013), Peace Education is a series of teaching
encounters that draws from people: the desire for peace; non-violence alternative for
manzging conflict; and skills for critical analysis of structural arrangement that produce
and legitimate injustice and inequality. Tt provides education for global security and
focuses on direct, organized violence particularly; the institution of war and armed
conflict, employing the framework based on recent theories of human security, Peacs
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Education concerns itself with human and socio dimensions of peace (Hadiza, 2008).
According to Gumut (2006), Peace Education introduced the concept of human dignity
and human rights with specific reference to such value as economic equity, political
participation, and ecological balance and participation, the formative principles
fundamental to international human rights standards. It concerns itself with the global
ethnics, gender issues and various aspects of coltural violence. In the same vein, Bir
(2003) conceives Peace Education as a powerful vehicle for transforming the eulture of
war nto the culture of peace and non-violence, It involves teaching about different
cultures, ethnicities and social tradition needed for the elimination of the roots of ethnic
conflicts and violence. This concept is broadened to include, to a variable degree,
heritages, human right, the environment, international understanding and disagreement,

Concept of Secarity for Sustainability

Security is an important aspect of the carporate existence, health and happiness
of an individual or nation, Every individual or nation aspire to have security {(Nwogu
and Nnorom, 2013). The importance attached to security is also revealed in Maslow™s
hierarchy of human needs. The theory identified security as one of the basic needs of
man. Security can be described as any positive measure faken to keep an individual,
siate, organization. country, or resources safe from danger. It is & protection against
physical, psychological, emotional, socio-economie or even cultural harm. Security is a
state or condition of resistance to harm. It is seen “as freedom from anxiety or fear”
{Wikipedia, 2009).

Osaighovo (2003), states that security is the absence of threats to the core
values and the prevention of public disorder. This disorder affects the individual and
hence the society. When the individual is threatencd, the society witnesses insecurity
which embraces the act of and fear of all tendencies towards the corporate existence of
the nation. Ogunyemi (2006) further observed that this insecurity exists in two
dimensions — the individual and the state. It exists in the individual when the core
values of life such as job security, social security and political, religious and cultural
lives among others are negatively influenced. On the other hand, security exists in the
state when there is protection of the territarial integrity against external and internal
aggression, This implies that security include the preservation, protection and guarantee
of lives, property, health and national sovereigaty of the individual and society (Nwog,
Aleru & Owhondah, 2013).

Security borders on incidence that endangers human existence or welfare, Delta
State security means the protection of the lives, rights, dignity and propenty of its
citizens. It also means the protection of jts resources, cultural integrity, temitory,
sovereignty and lawful institutions of the country. The aim of security is to secure the
Jjust and equitable living conditions for al| the citizens of the country. But the leadership
of the country has failed in this respect. Security includes the means at the disposal of
the government for protecting the state and its citizens from external aggression and

Sournal &f Resourcefulness ard Distinctlon, Volume {7 No, 1, !ﬁ'cfﬂl!r:.r. 2009; [N 22 T6- 9684 274



Dr. Christlana N. Nwadlekwu

iﬂtﬂmfﬂ insurrection. The state exists for the interest of defense, public salety, public
mH[ﬂll‘l}" ete. {Anthony, 2013). Security is now being conceptualized, not for the sake of
polifical interests of the nation siates on the state level but on the basis of people,
groups and individuals.

Peace Education and Security

Peace education in practice, is problem-posing education that attempts to build
in every person the universal values and behaviours on which a culture of peace is
predicated, including the development of non-violent conflict resolution skills and a
commitment to working together to realize a shared and preferred future. Conception of
peace education recognizes that peace education must be: transmitted, includes training
in skills of interpretation; employ the development of reflective and participatory
capacities; and focus on applied knowledge for overcoming real life problems
(Suryakant, 2013).

Peace education concepts have some inherent values and skills which are
expected 1o be acquired by the leamers, To develop the culture of peace, learners are
expected to acquire collaborative inter-personal attitudes like respect, honesty, humility,
faimess, empathy, justice, etc, Also, learners are expected to acquire collaborative inter-
personal skills like listening, openness, non-judgmental, tolerance, objective, rationality
and consistency in addition to functional and broad team skills (Falade, Adeyemi &
(Howa, 2011). These attitudes and skills for the development of culture of peace in
tearners call for interactive and participatory pedagogy.

Peace education includes the cultivation of peace-building skills (e.g. dialogue,
mediation, artistic endeavors). Peace educators, then, teach the wvalues of respect,
understanding, and nonviolence, presemt skills for analyzing international conflict,
educate for alternative security systems, and use 8 pedagogy that is democratic and
participatory. Thus, peace education as a practice and philosophy refers to matching
complementary elements between education and society, where the social purposes {i.e.
why teach), contant (i.e. what to teach), and pedagogy (1. how to teach) of the
educative process are conducive o fostering peace. Accordingly, peace education is a
dialogical experience conducted through participatory learning, where learners
communally and cooperatively grapple with contemporary issues (i.e. talking points)
related to local and global contexts {Ogundare, 20041).

Statement of Problem

The recent turbulence, crisis and cases of insecurity challenges {i.e. murder,
political thuggery and crisis, kidnapping. armed robbery/theft, militancy, ritual killings,
fraudsters ~ 419, communalreligious crisis, corruption, pipeline bunkering, among
others in Delta State which continues to draw attention of other nations, governments
and people from various parts of the world in a matter of urgency necessitates this
study. Therefore, the need for effective integration of peace education into the Delta
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State Basic Education Curriculum for a lasting culture of peace and security
sustainability is the problem of this study,

FPurposc of the Stady
Specifically, the study was designed 1o

ii.

iii.

Determine the aspects of peace education that should he integrated into Delta
State Basic Education curriculum for a lasting peace and security sustainability
Identify the benefits of integrating pesce education into the Basic Education
curriculum for a lasting peace and security sustainability

Examine implementable strategies for effective integration of peace education
into the Delta State Basic Education Curriculum for a lasting peace and security
sustainability,

Research (Puestions
The following research questions guided the study:

il

What aspects of peace education should be integrated into Delta State Basic
Education for a lasting peace and security sustainability?

What are the benefits of integrating peace education into Deltz State Basic
Education curriculum for a lasting peace and environmental sustainability?
What are the various implementable strategies for effective integrating of peace
education into Delta State Basic Education curriculum for a iasting peace and
security sustainability?

Methodology

Research Design
The descriptive survey design was adopted for the study which sought to collect data on
the opinions of the participants.

Population

The population for the study consisted of all primary school teachers and pupils

from primary one to six and all teachers and students in the secondary schools from
JSSI to I which represent Basic Education from the three Senatorial districts in Deita

State.

Sample and Sampling Techniques

The sample size for the gtudy involved one hundred and twenty {120) teachers

and six hundred and eighty (680) pupils/students across the three Senatorial Districts in
Delta State Simple random sampling technique was employed for the selection.
Names of Selected Primary/Secondary School {Basic Education) from Delta North
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Seanatorial District
SNO | NAME OF SCHOOLS NUMBERS OF | NUMBERS OF TOTAL
TEACHERS STUDENTS/FUPILS

1 Ogbemudein Mised Sec. Schiool, Aghar, | 8 50 5K

] Dpme Liram. Sehool Ogume ] 5 53

k] Aknshiede Girls College. Obiaruku ] 30 58

1 Chagigsn Pramary School {ssisss B E ETHE £

5 | Okpu Primasy Schodl, Ute-Okpa i i TR
" [ Grand Total = 0 LT o

Names of Selected Secondary/Primary School (Basic Education) from Delta
Central Senatorial District

B/ND | NAME OF SCHOOLS [ NUMBERS OF | NUMBERS OF [ TOTAL
TEACHERS STUDENTSTLUPILS

] Erbo Sec. Sch. Erho, Abraka ] st 7]

2 Aladpa Cram. Sche Aladjn ] &0 58

3 Cikatie-Eboh Gram. Sch. Sapele A k1] cq

4 Ufucmsa Fry_ Sch. Ughell ) 50 | =8

5 Aragha Pry. Sch. Aragha | B 0 |58
[ “Ernd'l'l}ul AN 25 250

Names of Selected Secondary/Primary School, (Basic Education) Delta South

Senatorial District ;

KNGO | NAME OF SCHOOLS NUMBERS OF | NUMBERS OF TOTAL

TEACHERS ETUDENTSTUPILS

I Huszey Hoys Maode College, Warn R ETH ]

3 [rvede Comprehensive High Sch, (vede ] KT =g B AR
3 Emevor Mixed Grammar Schoal. Emevor | 8 - an T

4 | Ugogomeis Pry. Sch, Warr B 30 18
B Dgbe-ljch Pry Sch. Ugbe-lich " kT 38
| Grand Towa — |40 RRE L e

Summary of Participant in the three senatorial district of Delta State

SENTAORIAL DISTRICT | NOSOF TEACHERS | NOS OF [ TOTAL
STUDENTSPLPILS
| Dilta Mol [y I 200
Delta Central 40 250 2
Delta South | 40 L&D 2
Grant Todal | 130 BED R

Jowrnad of Resoarcefilness and Distineion, Velame 17 o, [, October, 2009 185N 2270-95084

277



Infegrating Peace Educaton into the Basic Edacation Curriculum in Delia Stare for
Sustainable Securin
Instrument for Duta Collection
A questionnaire titled: “Teachers responses in integrating peace education into
Basic Education curriculum Questionnaire (TRIPEIBECGO) containing thirty (30} itcms
drawn on a 4-point rating scale of strongly agree (SA); Agree (A), Disagree (13); and
Strongly Disagree (SD); formed the basis for data collection,
The responses from research instrument (questionnaire) were analyvsed using
frequency distribution and mean score. Any mean that scored above the benchmark of
2.50 was repgarded as agreed while mean rated below the bench mark of 2.50 was

regarded disagreed.

Presentation of Results and Discussions

Table 1: Frequency distribution and mean score responses on the aspects of peace
education that should be integrated into Delta State Basic Education for a lasting
_peace and security sustainability

SN | ITEMS [Sa [a [0 [sp [ TOTAL [ MEAN | DECISION |’

Aspect of peace educution tv be mtegrated inio the curriculum for peace and security sustainability

I Irgéum-:, spirit of solidarity and respect for all | 367 | 380 | 28 | 25 | &00 336 Agree ¥
I

2 | Equity of sl and togeihemess A0E | 355 | 20 | 17 | 200 3a: | Apgree

3 Dempcracy & Respect for homan dipity 33 | 40 | 34 | 16 | EOD 144 Agres

4 Health Education & Maiurity &0 | 42 A58 | 340 | BDD 1,78 Digagres

& | Maminge %8 | 53 | 423 | 276 | 800 (W] Dlsagree

& | Effective Communication gkil3 procesies T8 | %9 |34 | 12 | 60 338 | Agree

7 Rights, freedom and responsible cizizenship 378 | 36T | 20 | 3% HELH 336 Agres |

B. | Conillet snaiyss, monapement snd meds | 396 | 298 | 39 | 47 | 600 206 | Agree
process

5.1 Zecurity Proteethot il PArtivipition_ J e fa01 125 (I8 fBo0  f 333 | Agree

ik, | Ecosomae  Progresmn  duough secorily | 36 T 57 | 36 6 Rl 337 Agreo

_Buslenance f,

Grand Mean .00

Result from table 1 revealed that they responded positively (except for items 4
& 5 where they disagreed). Ttems 1,2,3,6,7.8.9 & 10 are in agreement with National
Council of Education Research and Training (2006) and UNESCO (2010) which stated
that nurturing is important in the education of students, social skills and outlook needed
to live together in harmony. The grand mean of 3,06 indicated strong positive reaction
from participants.

The findings in table | agree with the works of Akudelu (2010} who pointed
out the eight keys and aspects to promoting culture of peace as: Respect all life: (a)
respecting the rights and dignity of each human being; (b) Non-violence: rejection of
violence, obtaining justice by convincing and understanding; (c) Sharing: developing
attitudes and skills for living together in harmony, putting an end to exclusion and
oppression; (d) Listening to understand: giving everyone a chance to learn and share
through the free flow of information; (¢) Preservation of the planet: making sure that
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progress and development are good for everyone and for the environment: (f) Tolerance
and solidarity: appreciating that people are different and that everyone has something to
contribuie to the community; (g) Equality of men and women: ensuring an equal place
for men and women in building society; and (h) Democracy: making decisions by
having vour say and giving others theirs. With peace education students/learners seck to
achieve a lot as previously highlighted in this paper and all gearing towards
actualization of peace and harmony, economic/social growth and progress, national
security and unity, equality for all, social justice and security sustainability.

Table 2: Frequency distribution 2nd mean score of participant’s responses on the
benefits of integrating peace education into Delta State Basic Education
Curriculum for peace and security sustainability

SN | ITEMS [S4 A | D [Sp | TOTAL | MEAN | DECISION |
These Benefits Inclade: o i
i Expises learners violenos tendencles | 37 ! £3% | 287 | B 1.53 [¥sapres
|_for desingciion - =] el e
2 | Prepafes learmers t0 acquire skills for | 67 | 49 | 355 | 320 | s00 | 1.82 CHeagten
Ticoo war and conflicts .
i3 | Enubles learners mcquire the right | 356 | 344 | 34 | 67 | B0 | 3.4 Agres

values  fa undetlvimg  pesce i
reapects of uman ife and national

development 1

14 Mlotivaies learmers towmds collective | 2856 | 330 | 23 % &00 J.d2 Agres
living of topedhemness and respeet for
huarman right <dignity

1% Prepares leamess W owork bowards | 379 A5 43 8 Bh0 3.5 Agros

peomiatigg aalicaal unlsy, sustrinabbs
_| seonamic and socinl development U
16 | Fyuips Jeaners  with  pccepeable | 324 | 4u2 | 22 | 52 | &0 ¢ | 3329 Agres
mades of behaviour sitodss and
wiLva of |ife that reject violenee
17 Fromotes democndic  parbcipstion | 435 354 i L 20 153 Al
respansihia c:il:ia.un.s'l'tip mwd  social
jutice Ao childecn
1L | Development of menial, physicel and | 398 | 342 | 37 | 23 ELD 339 ApTE
docind shiles and competencaes that
enables  childeer . conlribare 1o
| national development [ 1T SPRNE PR CUNRERIRY (e |
Provides Peamners with models that | 1535 | 368 | 33 41 B 129 Aphct
will enshle them maintsin cordial |
relativaships of bome, schoal snd
communidy
| 20 Adds leamers 10 ligve the rght | 315 | 383 &2 dlh 00 132 Agies
[ thinking and critical sense ahilities
{Eest e L= i

Lttty 1 UL ] SRR S| SRS, (HITT) SENNSCIS |CTRE] S

| Lirnnd Mean . 347

In table 2, responses from all the participants indicated that all responded
positively in strong agreement with the statements in the ftems 13 — 20 which were
Journai of Resourcefuiness and Distinciion, Voleme 17 No. I, Octeber, 2019: NS 2276-9684 279




Integrating Peace Education inie the Baste Education Currfeulum in Defta State Jir
Sustainable Security
above the acceptable mean 2.50 and strongly disagreed with statements in items 11 &
12. Results from the table using grand means of 3.07 from participants revealed the
venchits of integrating pesce education into Delta State Basic Edueation Curriculem for
& lasting culture of peace and security sustainability. This is in line with National Policy
ot Education (2004); UNICEF (1999) and National Council of Educational Research
Training (2006}, as earlier pointed out in the study.

Table 2 revealed the benefits of integrating peace education into the Delta State
Basic Education curriculum for a lasting culture of peace and environmental
sustainability, These include that peace education: inculeates in learners the skills,
altitudes and knowledge that will enable them communicate effectively with people;
creates in leamers the consciousness for self awareness and alettness towards national
security and protection; enables leamers acquire the right values for underlying peace
for respects of human life and national development: motivates learners towards
collective living of togetherness and respect for human right/dignity; prepares learers
to work towards promoting national unity, sustainable economic and social
development; equips learners with acceptable modes of behaviour, attitudes and ways
of life that reject violenee; development of mental, physical and social abilities and
competencies that enable children contribute to national development; provides learners
with madels that will enable them maintain cordial relationships at home, school and
community; and aids learners 1o have the right thinking and critical sense abilities that
promote peace and security sustainability.

Table 3: Frequency distribution and mean score of participants’ responses on the
various implementable strategies for effective integration of peace eduvcation into
the Delta State Basic Education curriculum for peace and security

SN [ TTEMS [RTA e T80 TOTAL | MEAN ]_‘m-'.-:'lsmﬂ

The Strategics include: o

I1 | Adequoote funding of peace education for | 345 | 838 | & [ BIXl 340 Agree
effective implememation i the surricabam il

22 | Adequate provision of teaching sz md | 370 | 379 | 32 | 18 | &m0 138 | Apme
instructional materinls in peace cducalion i

13 | Adeyusie deployment of teachers n the nrea | 430 | 330 | 20 | 19 | 800 347 Apree
ol epecinfization I

24 | Conatant and conzisence taining retraiming | 33 | 386 | 34 | 41 | #460 T Agree
and development fir feachers in dhe aea of | &
peace education = E—

23 | Promoting particepatory leaming on peacr | 376 | 348 | 28 | 51 | RO0 z1] Agroz
education in the curiculum

6 | Exposing leamners through discussion forum, | 369 | 360 | 43 | 28 | B0 iy Apree
workshop and seminass on peace education Sl

27 | Incorporating Effective use of the BCT in | 1R | 332 | 2% | 32 | &0a 135 Apree
preace alusxion i 1 X =

28 | Intensifying the wse of effective twcaching | 298 | 9% [ 61 | 42 | 300 3l Apree
methodalogies in pedce sducmion

L 2% | Imroducing group work  and indensifying | 313 | 410 | 41 | 36 | 0o 3.25 Appon
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puidmce end counscling 3ervices i the = = =
= schoo
30§ Moo implemeotation of poace poliey inoche | 42 | 33 | 389 | 326 | &30 1.73 Dizsagres
| achool currlculums

Livand Beanm B A2

Table 3: presents all participants” views on the various implementable strategies
for effective integration of peace education into the Delta State Basic Education
curriculum for a lasting culture of peace and security sustainability. However, responses
from the participants also indicated that all responded positively in strong agreement
with all the statements which were above the acceptable mean of 2.50 except for item
nee. 390 where they strongly disagreed with the statement. The grand means of 3.21 from
the teachers respectively indicates strong positive resction from the participants, [tems
21 — 29 is in agreement with Sani (2013), which says that periodic review of the
implementation of peace curriculum will reflect changing realities of the moedern world
thereby making it salient to the needs of the society.

Table 3 further showed the strategies to be adopted for effective integration of
peace education into Delta State basic Education for a lasting peace and security
sustainability. These stratcgics include: effective planning with adequate consultations
and involvement of stakeholders; adequate funding of peace education; adequate
provision of teaching aids, instructional material and [CTs in peace education; adequate
development of teachers coupled with their constant and consistent training, retraining
and development in the area of specialization; exposing learners ta the culture of peace
through  discussion forums, workshops, seminars  and  intensilication  of
guidance/counselling services; promoting participatory learning on peace education and
involvement on effective teaching methodologies. The above sirategies are very
necessary for consideration when integrating peace education into Delta State Basic
Education for peace and security sustainability.

Conclugion

The study has examined the essentials of integrating peace education into Delta
State Basic Education curriculum for peace and security sustainability. Failure for the
education stakeholders and government to effeciively utilize this process (peace
education) in the curriculum would create many more problems for educational
development, national unity and development coupled with security in the near future
because this is one means of achieving stability in security and unity. Therefore, the
need to give priority to ¢ffective integration of peace education into Delia State Dasic
Edueation curriculum for peace and security sustainability is thus suggested.

Recommendations
Rased on the above findings of the study, the following recommendations are made:
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i Delta State government should endeavour to inculcate and imbibe a security
consciousness’awaroness  culture,  Greater citizenry  commitment 1o
intelligence/crime control is imperative

i, Government should direct more of the fund spend on maintaining security
through military tactics and strategies to provide those things that cause
insecurity, for instance: unemployment, hunger, deprivation and illiteracy

iii. Adequate planning and funding of peace education in Deltas State basic
education curriculum by the government and other stakeholders is highly
encouraged. This will po a long way in providing the needed facilities,
equipments and resources (both human eg professionals and material e.g.
ICTs, teaching aids and instructional materials) for effective implementation of
the curriculum.

iv. New reforms and reviews in the basic education curriculum should be highly
propagated by effective planning and implementation.
Y. School adminisirators and teachers should be trained professionally for

effective implementation of this course at the classroom level through constant
and consistent stafT waining, retraining and development,

vi. Learners should be exposed to the culture of peace through constant discussion
forums, workshops, seminars and intensification of guidance/counselling
services., Participatory leaming on peace education must be highly promoted
and effective teaching methodelogies utilized as well.
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