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Abstract

Ineluxive education ix strategic approach designed to facilitate learming eoned success for all
children from diverse backgroind Thiv study sought to examine the proviston of inclusive
edweation with the objective of devising stratesies to cope with the challenges. The semple
consisied of forty (40} subjects comprising of studenty with speciol educaifon needs,
teachers, sehool princlpals amd minisie i edrcation officers (MOEQs] fn the stedv, The
deseriptive swvey design was emploved for the sy, The guestioomwrire structired
“Mtervention straregies for inclusive education (ISFIE) " wes wused ax the insirument for
dettar collection, The findings of the seidy revealed among others, that: man capital iv one
of the most critival reésources needed far vocio-ceonomic development of an organization
suich as school: increase of finding fo education especially tn the area of special edueation;
soed to inorease instructional faciliies i the fnchisive schoals: need to sensitize paresis
with childrem with disability fo develap positive aititude towards them and peed 1o Imvaive
non-governmental orgemizations in the  development of phvsical facilities  thrpwgh
Informarton Commurication Technologe (1T
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Introduction

Inclusive education can be regarded as part o wider strugple against the violation of human
rights and unfair diserimination (UINESCO2008), According 1o UINESCO (2005:12),
snelusive educntion is o dynamic approach of responding to pupil diversity and of seeing
individusi differences not a5 problems but as opportunities for enriching learning. From thiz
definition, it is arguable that the major tenet of inclusive education is ta remove all harriers to
learning in order to promote accelerated secess and participation of all leamers without any
shnde of discrimination. Thus_ it is 4 stralegic approach designed to facilitate learning and
stccess for all children from diverse backgrounds and sociocconomic as well as plysicat and
psvcho-social circumstances,  The aim is o empower all stakeholders to tnke part in the
process of democratic transformation of the country through the creation of opporiunities.
effective use resources and development of skills through appropriate cducation of all the
citizens (Orodho, Waweru & Getange, 2004). '
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From this point of view, the issue of having an education system that includes all categories
af leamers imespective of their  disability or social exclusion relates to the concept of
holistic development of citizenship and goes bevond mere  education empowenment and
poverty alleviation of individuals and communities (Orodho, Wawern & Getange, 2014} It
adopts the view of a process whereby all members of society con engage in educational and
sacial transformation of the country with a degree of fairness and social justice,

I'he penesis of inclusive education can be traced from the concept of special education.
Special education is generally conceptualized as the type of educational practice in which
learners are admitted and provided with education that is commensurate o the state of the
learner. The special education has undergone tremendous transformation over the past two
of %0 decades. It has changed from categorical institutionalized special provision of
education for children with special needs in education (SNE} given on the basis of nature of
disability 1o deinstitutionalization and normalization in the past to reverse integration and
tinally inclusive soctalization (popularly known as inclusion education) in recent years
(Corbett, 2001).

Inclusive education is practice of teaching children in regulor classrooms with non
handicapped children to the fullest extent possible: such children may have orthopaedic,
intellectual, emotional. visual difficulties or handicaps associated with hearing. Inclusive
education has been of increasing interest in the past decades. Research showing that many
handicapped students learns better in regular than in special classes; racial imbalance existed
in special education classes,

Literature Review

Literature generated by scholars and sesearchers globally tend to agree that inchusive
education ie the new ornthodoxy in the develonment of special education and ils
conceptunlization has not been clearly defined { Baker & Zigmong 2004

Contributing to the debate, Bleck and Nigel, (2004) argue that inclusive education as a
journey or movement away from the kind of segrepation which separates the learners with
special needs in education (SNE) from the rest of the school.  Thedr contention i= that
tradivonally, childien m schools have been groupsl mostly according to their abilities, bul
with regard to learners with special needs in edugation (SNE), their prouping criteria has
buen their disubilities, ostensibiv so that special facilitics and specially traiméd staff can be
made available o those who need them
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Inorder to effectively implement inclusive education, educational facilities and materials are
critical to the success of the educational undertaking. These include the very basic ones such
as books, seats; classrooms play yrounds among others. In the case of reversely integrated
special schools specially adapted devices and prosthetics that enhance the functioning of
individuals with SNE become imperative and where they are unavailabie, imprevisation
may become necessary, Smith, (2004) talks of accommodations or instructional adaptations
being either typicalroutine, that is, siratepies directed towards the whole elass, or relatively
minor adaptations that a teacher makes for any student, or substantial ‘specialized
instructional adaptations, which are individually tailored adjustments to suit the needs of an
individual with special needs in education { SNE).

With regards to the human resources, lilstone, Florian and Rose (2005) contend that skilled
support is very important especially in ensuring that there is balancing of the structured
intervention to facilitate broader interaction within the integrated class/group. Reiterating
the fact that training and professional supervision are increasingly important for both the
teaching as weil as the non-teaching staff, Tilstone et al. 2005) arguc that pupils in
mtegrated settings must be provided with skilfed support so that interactions can he
promoied and facilitated throughout the range of activities. For example, support staff should
ol sitnext to @ pupil with leaming difficulties all the time as this approach has besn shown to
be a barrier o interactions and integration eventually, Rather, children should be equipped
with relevant materials and an enabling cnvironment coupled with necessary prompting for
them o chart their way to independent functioning, (Bigge, 2005).

Bauer, et al. (2004) suggest principles usually involved in the implementation of inclusive
education as that of normalization which means that a person with a disability should have
the opportunity to live as similarly 1o others as possible henee teachers must try to help
students with dissbilities have the same opportunities and experiences as their peers through
oiher adjustments with the right instructional materdals in their classrooms. Secondly is the
principle of Natural proportion which states that elassrooms should reflect the charncteristics
of the community at large, and the principles of problem solving other then fixing 1 sondent
problem,

Goals of Inclusive Education

(203, (2010) listed the following goals:

" To provide education for children with diverse leaming needs.

+ To make special needs children active member of school community and then make
them achieve social competence.
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Ter build a supportive school community that is able to identify and minimize bamiers
to learning and participation.

Toeducate more children better.

To ensure successful leaming and social experience,

To empower children who are hitherto excluded and isolaled.

To enable stedents to participate in mainstream education to the best of their abilitics.
To build inclusive schools that can respond 1o diverse needs.

Lo study pressures that lead some people in school feel excluded and separated.

Fo attend imaginatively to diverse leaming needs in the classroom.

l'o ensure improvement of student leaming outcomaes.

lo develop exampler unit planning for diversity and understanding this diversity.
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The Purpose of the Study
I'he purpose the stody are ag follows:
L. To examine if professional development of wachers is desired for effective inclusion
education of special needs
1o find out if govermnment'Minisiry of education should be involved in inclasive
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cducation

3 [0 determine ifinfrastructural facilities is a necessity ininchisive education

. Ity determine if stakeholders™GOs should be involved in provision of physical
fucilibes?
[ examine if sensitization isa pecessity ot perents with disabled children®

Hesearch Questions
[ he research questions formulated for the study ace as follows:
Is professiona] development of teachers desired for effective inclusion cducstivn of
special nesds
Should povernment/Ministry of edueation be invalved in inclusive education?
b mirasrruciural facilities 2 necessity inine o ve education?
Should stakcholdersMNGH0s be involved (= provision of physical facilities?

s rensiization g necessty Tor parents wikl) disabled children?

mesearch Methodoiopy
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Discussions and Results

Research question | indicate that half (50%) ef the respondents aprecd that professional
development of teachers should be employed in inclusive education. Thig is in line with
Smith (200:4) stating thar teachers should develop strategies to suit the needs alan individuat
with special needs in edueation (SNEF). Thertfore 8 critical mass of educated teachers wihe
are eguinped with appropriate knevledge, skills and artitude is required i order to achieve
political, economic and social poals ofinalusive education.

The second research question cifed nne hundred percent (100%) of the respondents thit
government through the ministry of education should release fund threugh the mingstry of
education 1o fund inclusive education of special needs {SMNE). The leaming facilities in
gpecial needs are extremely expensive snd the government ought to devise a differentiater
mode of funding education (Tilstone of, «f, 2005).

Research question three suggested 30% of all the respondents ngreed on the need to-ineres
instructional facilities in the inclusive schools, The right infrastracture and pstructions!
materials for special needs should he provided through the provision of funds aliceatos
specially for special needs education (SNE) (Bigge, 2005).

Tn the fourth research question, nincty [ive percent (95%) of the respondents were of the vies
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that non-governmental organizations and stakeholders should be involved in mclusive
education of the special necds. Thisis inline with carlier study that indicated that educational
fucilities and materials are critical requirement for the suceess of any educational
undertaking. These include the very basic ones such as books, seats, classrooms and
ploygrounds among others (Orodho, 2014).

Finaily, all the respondents in research question five were of the opinion that there is need 1o
sensitize parents with children with disability 10 develop positive attitude towards them.
Purents should be sensitized on the importance of taking these children to schools and not
viewing itas a curse having adissbled child (LIINESC(O, 2015).

Conclusion

All over the world there is a3 new rend toward development ol inclusive education because of
its refevance for the total educational development of children with special needs. loclesive
cdiscalion = tarpeted at children with disabilities. Teénce, concerted efforts are required by
every stakeholder to support and see the effective implementation of inchesive education in
QUr couniry Nigurii vand Delta State in ;mrlu..ula:

Recommendations

1. 1he community which includes parents should te sensitized on their role iImensunng
success of inclusive educntion.

There is need for in-service training for teachers leoching special edueationl needs

2. Clovernmient through ministry of educstion should fund melusive education {or SNE

. There should be aggressive sensitization campaigns to enable all stakeholders
education uderstand their roles inthe provision of inelnsive education.
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