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Abstract
The paper discussed women education and pasticipation in pelitics for national development.
Fduestion of the woman i a huge assetl o her nmtion. The vital role played by women m nation
building is currently receiving deserved attention. Bducation 15 an imponant ol for empowening
the mabividoal wath shilities and copabilities necessary dor full pariicipation in Nat:onal
Development, Many women do net participate fully in political activities cither because the society
frowns at it or they are nol educatnonally sound, Although there have been some improvement over
the years, majority of women still lag behind men in power, wealth and opporfunity. The paper also
looked at the many factns such as traditonal. socio<cultural, socipeconomic and relizions
constraints that mhibit women education and polnical panicipation. The prospects of women
pariicipalion in polities were also highlighted i the paper, Though history has recorded some
nutable Nigerian women's contoibution 1o national development, muoch s stll left undone.
¢ ecommendations were made among which is that 1he government should intensity the programmes
veuren education and ensire eguitable representation of both sexes in political appointments,

B words: Women education, Participation, Politics, Challenges, Prospects, Development

L nireduction mumerons socio=political activities, including
I raining a women i§ training a nation. decision- making in the Bunily and socicty.
soucation 15 an imvestment in Homan Capital rorcover, I:|1-..‘}-' Lave been I'I..‘.ll.‘.g.ilh.‘ﬂ.i 1L lh'..'-.
scvording to Amanchukw, (2003). Education backeround in almost all ramifications of

.~ i dynamic instrument of c¢hange geared hurnan endeavour. _

Lowards national development. This is vital The Migerian Political setiing night J'r:{m
ceryone especially for girls and  women its inceplion has exhibited positive support for
conuse an educated woman is an asset to her mule domingnce aver fermale because the men
ST, Beliove thal women are ol expecied Lo carry

l:nml':u: and Imonivwerha (20077 noted aut any outstanding role except 11:1-::5:: I.'Iulle:h
i women education s the process of atfiliated with domestie matters: alone, _[ hll.-
(st the giri-child on the need to posscss tradithonal Belief that the woman's place 1510
e skills, knewledpe, ability and attiude 1o e kitchen hug, over the years. pushed the
thes e I |_-..;-.:-11.|,-..;-'|1,_ comlorable  and warhany b the -.'-'J",!HI1['.'-'|_". derouatory puesilam
roduetively ine the h;}ﬂjt’i}‘. Provision of i metioasal il1'1=ll_l“~_w ard haed, LAYy WHYS
aui. gemeral education and vocational uifiected het u:|_1'|lI:-J_t:|-::|u. :.md 0 her paricipation

e for wamen will go a long way o i political ::-:tmncs.thwnncghn.ifrlh
o their pelitical power. Women o the Women h.u-_ m.‘_nﬂm-_ly remained o the
Wity Ve wiways played second Pavss] v ST WTh 1T AR {TaUTION CUMSERISTICe
cnee they have been cxcluded from i sk an exten! that they do not bave e
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reedom that would have allowed them 1w
lavorrably  compete with men, In Nigperia,
female participation i education and politics
had beer neglected. Seminars and workshops

organtzed on wonen often focus on fack of

vducition as o consteaint (o womer
comtribution to national developmen
[ Nusshaum, 2003)

The important roles that women play in
navon butlding are currently receiving whin
could be described as “deserved attention”
Many women have taken bold steps i the three
ters of sovermnent 1o demonstrate tun thes
are co-kabourers in the building process of i
ratton, Some of them have contested with the
male folk and won political positions. The
funding and governance of Jaudable
progranimes ke Better Life for Rural Women,
Family  Support Programme.  and Family
Economic Advancement Programime  are
lestimonics o the mercasing eriphisis on the
role of women in educationsl and palitical
development (UNESCO, 200H).

Women Education and Development

In tmes post, women were given nferior
education o men. This, according lebuzor,
(29 1), was because “women  education
curticular emphasized Home Economigs™ which
was lagped Domestic Science with sub-sreas as
lavmudry, meedle work, embroidery, cookery and
child care. In fact, the colonial education systerm
was discriminatory against women,

Many women do not participate in
political activities to the fullest either because
the society frowns at it or because they are not
educationally sound. For women to participate
actively in economic development, they
shonild not be nengral ar sit onthe fonce. Rather,
they should work hard to embrace function:l
education which will make them models i
their various ficlds (UNICEF, 2008).

A three-day national workshop was
mavgurated in Lagos in Seprember. (986 i
stidy and come out with a blue print on women
education v the couniry. There was 5 national
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lsamchung of wonwn education i
the 271h of November 1986, The ob;.
the cumpaian were:

A Toawaken the awarenes ofall cine.
coual educational opportuniny:

b. To bring a chanpe of amimde wowar
weormien educalion prowress and 1w embrie .
all prodessionals.

¢ Tovawaken the conscinsness of all women

in development.

v make the Nigerian woman ap

Hoanatable force of rechoning. both in he

CULNTY did . be worid over, (UNEST

20007,

According to World Bank, (2004).
“Women constitute & majority of the world's
population but they réceive & small proportien
af its opportusitics and benefits. One out of
three houschold in the world has a woman as it
breadwinner™, This means that manm
households depend solely on women with
regards o therr dutics or tasks for the
houschald men, childeen and the clderly, Witl
sound education which is the greatest weapon
ol development. women can ro places. Thes
will gain knowledge that will allow them 1w
ok gt the world moee critealls. Thrauyl)
edacation, some women have secured
ministerial appointments at federal level.

Education. indeed, makes a man henee
women should seize that opportunity to exce
in various areas of the educational secto
Heowever, as Idisi (2014 put it, “althousgzh there
have been some improvements for women over
the past twenty years, the majoniy still [ac
behind men in power, wealth and opportunity ™

The siwation of treating females 4.
second rate human heings has not steppe
because there 35 sill pender stereotyping -
religious circles {ieaditional, Occulis, sk
and Christianity), work places, social circles. ¢
cetera, Females are to by submissive to male-
irespectinve of aepe, education, titles -anc
obvious advantages. Theé practice o
mheritance where femaies can neither inher:
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Figure 1: Map af Nigeria showing Fenrale Literacy rate by Stufe in 2t

and | propenty from femidy ol binh nor of
cmiage, widowhood rites very unkind and
teeed inheritance of widows atter death of
ariginal hushans,

Figure |, shows that the distribution of
somale Hteracy in Nigeria by State ranges < 35
ry = Wil percent as ol 2016, Tt ean be seen that
thefe has Deen improvements in ratio of
lemales who participate in schooling in
wigeria, however, full emancipation lags
hehind these recorded percentages. There s
Sl need for better aw sreness and tor the males
to adjust their pergeption of the female folks,

hallenzes to Women Education in Nigeris
Minginalizaiion of the (Nigeran) women
artsing [rom  waditional, socio-cultural,
socioeconomic, Teligious, ete, constraints deny
them full secess 1o political participation. In
spite the overwhelming contributions  that
wormen  have made, are making and are
expected to make the socieeconomic
development of the nation, they are still
frustrated with many obstacles that tend to
limiit their activities, which cannol usher in
natictald des clopmen.

Lo codtacad beloets and praciiees have
psde it JdiiTieult tor some Wanen e sHCk Bt
their necks i the midst of men, [n Nigeria, the
man is the head of the family and henee s
decisions are alwavs right. final and bindmy on
the womsn, He ia S Hoown lender dn Sh

prcustons atd stuntions and the wonmn. @

were Tollower. Koowing fuliy well the role ot
education i human building, the man feels that
the educated woman will threaten his
supremacy in the home. He does his best,
therefore. to ensure that the woman under him
is hept in ignorance, In some culiures, 1l is a
taboe or o waste of tme and family financial
resources (o edueate female children because
they later discard the fanuly name for their
lsbiands. {thers belicve that the educaticn of
the girl- children will delay theirmarnmiage.

Mloreover, 1o the  wvaditiilisls, i B
helieved that in the formal school system, the
airls become exposed toor are trained in sex and
sexuality matters, They feel that such exposure
or wraiming will lead the girds o promiscty
which will rob them of their chastity. that being
a highiy valued moral quality of the girl-child
ard her parents’ moral training disposition
torwanrtds her o be tated atmarmage.

Traditiomal prejudice against women is an
inhibiting foctor 0 women education  and
participation in F‘.u‘.llitb::i. Traditicnally, women
are 10 be seen but not heard. Conseguently, o
wornan who makes herseff seen and heard at the
sane time is considered w be hving. the life of a
i e society wonld even ask whether such o
wonnm  is marned,  Disapprovingly,  some
wonen regard such a woman as being o daring
heeause to them. it §s against the societal norm
amd cufture for @ woman to be o the forefront or
b be mvolvesd in ooy fusmmol politica.

Women bear the brunt of educational
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discrirmnation in the face of parentad novern
The presemt-day harsh economic “smation
experienced by many Nigenan famlies has
pmmersed many: parents into wniold financial
hardship, The negative imphication of such
tinancial stress and strain is that the sdecation
of their children, especially the fanale ones. is
neglected. The negative effect on the education
of their damghters is manifest in the assunprion
that they cun be given out into marriaze (o rajse
the parents’ financial status) or be engaged in
different jobs, no mater how menial. [ order o
stpplement the noor socto-economic siatus of
parents, the female children sre more avoessthle
W approsch o engage 0 smecl hawking,
farming, house-help commercial activities {and
in extreme situations, prostitution). Under such
poverty-siricken circumstances, if such -
children are sent 1o school at all. they dis ot po
bevond the primary education level

Religious practices alsa pose us
stumbhing block to women education and
participation in politics: some religioes beliels
cquate politics to sinand an entrance ticke e
hell and. therefore, forbid women from
participating (actively) in it. In the Muslim
religiom, women dre confined to Purdah, There
15 po gainsaying that such women will not be
exposed 1o formal education and participation
in national politics. There are some extreme
cases in which some paremis who regard
themselves ag very holy Christians feel that if
their female children are enrolled in school,
they will be too exposed to knowledge that will
make them disregard the doctrines and
dressing patterns of the religion,

In the field of African Traditional Religion
CATRY, it 15 the airlchald (especially the
beautitul one) that 15 specially chosen by the
sods W worship them. Such girls so clusen
wottld not be able io abandon their entrenched
shrines and followers to atlend formal schoals
or participate actively in politics. Early marmiage
15 @50 a constraint becavse once some piris are
marnied, further education becomes 2 difficult
of an impossible task: the husbands may not
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agree wr allow thent o continue. The women on
thew punl may also be stnagpling 1w have
chiliren. care for their children's snd husband's
needs. Such divided anention would har them
from copimg with or the degsire or aspiraton w
further their education. A related barrier ig
untinely or unwaned pregnancy which ciuses
many girls o drop et of school. premature]y,

Gender Awareness and  [ovolvoment  in
Political Struggle and Education for
Bevelopment

Women have alwavy been held 1w be Jess
mlelligent, less productive: less ercative. fess
useful and by implication, fess human than me
n. For these reasons, women have had fewer
rights and a lower social status than men. Since
Nigeria gained her independence in 1964), fo o
single one of the presidential leaders so far had
been a woman. Nigeria has not recorded any
WEHTIRLE governe Ao owoman as never headed
the Migerian Army, Navy, Air Foree or Polies
Force, Such discrimination may serve as
adequate reason why many parents prefer o
focus attention on the education of their male
children instead of the female ones, sinee e
male children will be in betterTavourable
pogilions or conditions o compete in the
economic and political strugele i the society.

The mature of Nigeria politics is
characterised by violence. bitterncss,
manipulation and falsification of figures, high
¢lass rigging, ete. This has made most women
hate or shun participation i pohtics However.
with recent development, hope is rising in the
conduct of clections,

In spite of all these, it should be puot in
mind that man s a political animal, whose
knowledae of human nehts derees from s
sefise o rathomality. In peneral. edocaton
endows man with this knowledpe. Politics
cannot be severed from education or education
from politics. :
Prospects of Women Participation in Politics
Though men have dominated the political
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sene i Nigeria at the expense of the women
salks, women with exceptional dualines refuse
oo sdherg 1o the dictates of the established
rradition, Today, there are historical evidences
o e The eontributions o1 s onen o o
Levelopiment in the political seene, One of'such
wonnen 15 Late Mrso Olofiinmaltaye Ransome-
t.uit. an acuvist who championed the course of

sonnien's liberaton, "The Aba Wonwen's Riotof

8 goanother example of involvement in
rolinieal struggle, The women, for polineal and
Coltnral reosons, demonstrated  apgamst the

% o umwmke them pav taxes and thewr

ctivms vielded  positive resalt. Other
amples  of notable Nigenan women in
patlities include Clueen Amina of Zana, (Jueen
fowtan ol Benin, Mrs. Margaret Ekpo, Senator
ancaAfepbud o mention but few,
Wanmien ane hecoming mcreastmgsly awane
thedr mole methe political struciure of he
atont, Cagey like  that of Professor Do
seunvull {former Director Ceneral of

ATDALY), D gMe ) Npodi CRouji Iwesls
e fommer Muuster of Finance) and other
coviment poeliticians in the House ol
¢ epresentatives, House of Assembly and the
Sotiatle se oleor nudications il Womeh e oow

COTTERE o prominent in Migeria politics.

Professor Grace Alele Williins who was

4 farmer Vice-Chancellor of the University ol

trenim is the Tust female to hold such o post m
sieerta. Many other women have excelled in
cemous sectors of the economy. The Migerian
w. . ati is pradueally secking, strupgling and
qmg Tor her country a better and more
oI future
Teday, many Migerian women have risen
ave the prejudices of men and the seciety.
e pemipete with meen o all sphencs of life,
Covuenr ate now Jound' i pusts which were
usly excliestvely reserved for men. In
- caper and adequate education,
o, it und dyvpamism have blended to
Swu e bor the straggle for recognition.
the women folk 15 recogmsed ns an
catbile part of the aeems tha are

workiig forihe pood of Nigeria,

From the viewpomts of women edecation
and political imvolvement as greal assels o the
nanon, 1 should be remarked that wormen w b
are piven posts of responsibility, have been
perfosming very well, The women's excellent
perlomsnves have attracted changes in atinude
loweard thena. In Toet. the more effective, patient
and transparent progress and success tremds of
wonten m polinies e on the poalicy that they do
not have time and spage Tor parctiol
consideralion or undue compromise which
alten Hoy men's conscience over or distract their
nrhe comterparts. Women are very principled
as they selve issues in very subibe wavs,

As Nwosy (2006) put it, “the tde of
wommen agitation for simbicant representation
in politics s graduslly simmering down gs most
of the i are beginnimg to pick up plum jobs both
e the matiomae] and  imemotional scenes”.
Wonren ae pow aware fhat the quest for
peolittonl independence in the country should not
snly i at the Bheration of the country from
boreran dimmnanee but also cut across all arcas
e W lch andue oppression and diserimination
ane ot and dominant. Conseguently, they
e nuking comscious efforts w wproot all twe
thery i tap routs o Toppression dnd it attendant
el drom fhae sessiety.

Coneclasion
trenerally, women education aims at
improeving wormen's social stams and political
awarcress. making them develop love for
evenmnie development, national unity amd
recoustruction,  mstillme i them  cultural
values wnd reabization of the mportance of
child care. With the influcnee of educating,
WV N eEsess posiiive attitude toserds
Hdnes and oy ents that aid them m developing
responsible behaviour to imndufge m healthy
competition with men for efficient and
effechve participation m politics.

Phe wipartite moles of the woman as a
wmnin. wile and mother complement one
ancthe s woors doswatd maloial developmienl
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and hence if vou educare a man, vou edocage an
individual bul if vou edogae o woman, vou
educate g whole famaly in pasicular and the
nation in generil,

With the speeial attention paid 10w mnen
education in povernment programurics s the
llr.l'.'-lEFE_'l: H‘I- AW HFTIRESS . 1N |':‘I:'I'|I-l.'i|'|i'|'ll TR |
politics, the Muture is hrishl  tor
cdovationally wand politicall, W v b 2 i3 the
next president of Nigena would bea v’

W LITTLATL,

Recommendations

In the light of the write-up. the follewine

recommendations are profTered:

= A fair ground should be created by the
z.g,:wr'mi'nrnl' for operations tor all palitical
competiors and for genumeness in fighting
the women's cowse. Consequently,  the
povverniment should mvent heter siraicoies
11 E‘III.'.I!!Il,:II'HE-E WWORITRLED l;:dl.il:?l‘l jL1'|1 .'I.I'Il_‘l LTSI
egual distrbution of political appointments
betweeny the sexes. Nore senmoies and
workshops should be orpanised o women
by thie government to sensitise them further.,

*  Women should take up the challenae and
ke involved in the sirpgele for funetnal
cducation oind activie politics.

=  The society should chimpe positively
toward women education and participation
in politics.

= Women shoold strive higher 1o think of the
progress of the nation in their capacity to
develop political and cultural power with
which they can contribute effectively tothe
soctely,
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