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The Relovance of education i Nigeria cammot be overemphasived
Cilobally, edvcation &y corsidered of o fman right thai should be
acoorded pa ol e i the recson why o Il of interoational hrewas
right bodles consider educarion ai o fmdawental kunan right Thiv
wark covers the vartous challenges foced by the adveation sector of the
economy od prospects i orelation fo curricuium - developisens. T
cerames of i cludlenges, effecs ou the vation and the prospeces fos
a5 bean studied, Lock of govermental suppont, lack of nowledge and
other fmilar foctors have been kupwn fo pose & megor Froblen fo
curricelum development, Effective strategies have been owlined 1o
ensure long fnnting prospecty in the educational recior az curvlenlin i

_ being devaloped
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The importance of Cwricalum development i Migerin cannot be over
empliasized. There are several controversies of eurricelum development process, Tanner
and Tanmer (15735) definition of curriculum hes been generally accepted ns it relates to
comigulum development processes, They defined curriculum as the plamed and guided
1 experiences and intended leaming owfcomes, formulated through the systematic
reconstruction of knowledge and experiences wnder the anepices of the sehanl for the
learner's continuoos and wilful growth in personal and soclal competesice. Curriculum
development has helpsd tremendously in solving issaes and also render solation o
learvers,

Currleulusn exisied with the sdvent of western clvilizafion from the colonial

. nidministration of the couniry, In Im.m.nlﬂ_ thie schoe] curriculum in the past was _.._nmmm:.ﬂ._
rw..n.u to tain professionals in the field of medicine, engineering, law and accountancy.
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wisver, over the yesrs, pew occupations have enterged that has led to fhe expansion of
riculum to provide wider hierest.

ter Indspendence, remarkable changes were made sich as the esinblishment of West
fican Examination Council {WAEC) to replace the London matriculation bonrd, the

roduetien of General Studies (GS) and the introduction of Unity Scheol otherwise

swa ms fedeml government collegms. Also in 1977, Universal Primary Fduweation
PE} scheme was introduced for all chiléren of school age in the country and o guide
educationat practices in the country. This however, was revised in 1981 leading to the
ablishmant of & new educationsl system kbown as the 6-3-3-4 system. This gained
| implementaticn within 1984 - 1986 (Esu, Enkoha and Umoten, 2009).

mllenges of Currieniam Development in Nigeris
is has been aplit into three broad areas nemely;
Curriculum planning and development
Currigulum implementation
Evaluation simd supervision

Curriculum  planning snd development: According to {Ivowi 2009), the
lowing are the majorchatlenges faced in currieulus planning and development.

Non perficipation of feachers in corrieulum planoing: Edem and Chon
OH) sinted that & tescher takes part i the interaction with one of more students for the
pose of affecting the stodents positively. The teacher plays 2 gpecial role in the
wgress educational planning in the nation apd should mctively partake in fhe planaing
1 development of the currizulum. Acevrding to (Afe ot al, 2008) "the teachér is an
arighle resource in the school system. Furthermora, (Esu et al, 2006}, “it should be
ed that until teschete wre allowed to fully participate in the cutriculim development

weesg, the curriculum, an matier how plarned, is likely 1o be misinterpretad™ (Esu of

20

Lack of money: Money is highly needed in the curriculum developmest
icess, 1t i capital intensive when sssembling a curricolam change l=arn, (o peoduce A
#t of curriculum eontent aad process i fhrough all the stages for final approval by the
'E. Organising workshops, seminass for teachers who sre the pioneers of any
ricubum development process needs funding. ¥
Ahermore, budgetary alleeation to education falls below the 26% as recommended by
ited Mefions Education scientific end culursl organization (LUNESCO) stanidard.
cording to (Sturvus, 2012), budgetary sum of N295.3 billion representing &.4% of the
Iget was allocsted to educstion in 2010

Mon .n!u'nuﬂ. of curriculom development stapes: These are lapses on the
t of the govemment in compleling the required stages of curriculum development.
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(Tvowi 2009) sinted thet the messive testing of curriculum materinls before being
developed were abandened from 1983 till date. By this act, the essence of pilot schocls
fior testing of cormioslum materinls was lost {hug cansing a major sethack to currioulum
development,

Lack of support from the governmenst: Many times, Govermeil take
decisions without mvolving teachers and curicolum experts, this has affected the
standards, in form of exbsting know ledge, values, artitudes ancl akills,

Oiher Challenges of Currienlum Development
Below are same other challenges of curriculum developement

i Divided definitions of curricolum development: Curriculum development has
livided definitions. Yarious schools of theught view curriculum in different ways. They
are; (i) The traditlanafists aned (1) The progressive

The waditionallsts view the curticulum #s o body of subjects planned for students while
the progressive view curriculum as the sum fotal af all the planned and guided learning
emperience &n individusl encounters uncer the guidance of & school, From the above, it
shows that when the curticuiam development i o ke place, thers will be two
dimensions. Furhermore, there are still divisions with thess schools of thougnts. Trar
instarice, the traditionalist believe that krowledge i the truth and truih is universal,
therefiore, the curriculum should be same everywhere. Their curriculum consisted of
stdies sich as reading grammar, logic and mathematics. The essentialisis there sre
certain eszential that ail men should know If they are to be considered sducated. Thale
curriculum consists of the mother tongue, stady of grammas, lHiessture, wriling,
mathematics and foreign language. The discipline doctrine advocates baleve that
curriculum is & guided process of fequiry that gives right to esiablished discipling. The
varlous views on the definition of cumriceium poses s problem For curriculom
development as there is no consensus in the definition of curriculum,

if, Mo clear philosophy: Migeria es a coundry lacks & clear cut philosoply of
education becauss it lecks politionl idealogy, this then nakes it difficult for & nationad
philosophy to be formulated that would gove direction 10 education. The currieclam
developed is ot relevant to Migera as it does not relate with works and life in the
sockaty a3 students #till come to schools looking for employment, because the edecation
ghven to them is not useful tn Migerian enviroament (Mango, 2008).

i,

iv. Change in pollcies: Another factor that affects curriculum development is the
frequent changes in educationsl policies. We had the Universal Frimary Education
{(UPE} which was launched in 1976 {0 ensure that every child of school age was enrolled
in school. The scheme estimated a teacker- pupil ratio of 1:35, Provisions were made for
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teachers but this fell below the target because pupil enrobment Incrensed
dousty. The number of teachers and pupils in Nigesia that year (1576) was
0 and 3.2 million respectively (Ddigie, 2006).
3-3-4 system of education whose objective was to ensure that students who are
pable of going to senfor sccondary brasched off for vocstional and technicsl
iom did not schieve it stated oblectives as all students moved on fe the senior
ary schools, Rather than evaheate to find out possible causes of filure of the
_ thare was snother change In policy which brought sbout the Universal Basic
iom that was launched in Sepiember 1999 by General Olusegun Obasanjo. Over
ars, Nigeria kad severnl changes ranging from the 6-5-4 system to the 6-3-3-4

| and presently 9-3-4 system. These numercus programs have not fully achieved . .

1 abjectives and when a shortfall is discovered instead of evalving the curmicuium
5 1o epsure it warks, a new curricuhem rather developed.

Knowledge depreciation: Due to the development of sgience and technolagy, it
@ maore tasking for the curricolum development process as knowledgs becames
te quickly hence the need For constant review for the curricu lem, the methed and
al of instruction, Emergent health issues and pence issues respectively.

Notlon of erisis: Most ourricalem development process do not ocour undil Qere *

sblems in educational system. Feople now become sensitized that the educational
1 is mo loager meeting the needs of individual and the soolety at lirge (Esu edaf,

Curriculum development time frame: [0 s difficult w develop curricalum
ent i & ehool district due to limited Yme available to the teachers. You con work

~ number of teachers during the summer aad you can develop & quality curricalent’
w can only have input of limited number of teachors. Lack of time to work with

4 passes a problem to cormicelum development (Wiles, 2009).

Problems of Curriculum Implementation: There is a great disparity between
v formulated by government snd the actusl implemensation of 1hese policies.
makers often vary from policy implemerters, hence, this gap becomes a problem
rse of implemeniation. This stage can be referred to o5 activation/delivery slage in
alum process. With the mireduction of the Universal Basic Education, education is
+ be free and compulsory, Al present in Rivers Siate, students are still mede to pay
ation feas before being admitied. There are also payment of examination fees and
ise of workbooks from teachers, if the Universal Basic Education (UBE) is not
y manitered it might go the way of other pelicies in the past.
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i Lack of trained facilitators: It is a waste of time ard resources o develop
curriculum materisls, if adequate training is noi provided for the facllitators, in this case
the teachess whe are to implement it, Hence, the process of currhculum develepment will

be hamperad.

il Lack of imstructional materials: This is snother implementation issee in

Migerin education curriculum Oneachu (2011) describes inglractionn) materials &5
altermative chanmels of communication which & tescher can wse to compress information
and mioke (hem more vivid to his learners, This is sericusly lacking in our school system.

il Nom-applicaticn of Informetion and communicatlon technology {ICT) in
Learning: Inakelity to epply ICT in leamning school subjects is one of the problems
militating against effective implementation of currheulum in Nigeria. The inability of the
government to develop special kits that would aid the content delivery process, 1ools and
spperarus for teaching and leaming of schence and technology were not developed 1o the
protatype stage and this led to the failere of loe’s being produced massively to enhance
thie teaching and leaming process

L Problems of Evaluation and Supervision:

i. The greatest problem of education the world oves & that of responsibility and
comtral. According fo Adeyinka (200%), “As a2 result of the prevalence of multiple
system of education in the country, there is the problem of diversification and eomerol.
Who controls what Javels of edusstion? Most fimes, people do not have the requisile
skills 1o ersure thet nctivities in schools are carried out in the most effective and
efficient wey possible. Some of which are the ability to find nod interpret information
and nlsc cormmunicate with peopls. Furthermore, peaple do shy sway from evaluntion
becouse it exposes the weakness of the orgonizstion.

i, Unstabbe subject syllabuses: There are many examination bodies in Migerla
snd there i meed for schools and colleges to meet the requinement of the examining
bodies, The school subject syllabuses are changed or modified regularly. This poses &
major problem to curriculum evalustion and suparvision.

Prospect for Curricalum Development
3 The use of mid mapping strategy os a brain ssorming exercise fo enable students,

teachers and curriculum experts to sdopt & desper level of lenming. (Ferson, 2004

2. Tt will be good for curriculum developess to have sn overview or overall plcture
of the curriculum process so they can develop the curriculum effectively.

3. The mumbers of pilot schocls should be increased and fully utilized in order for
the frial tasting in curricalum development that bas been abandoned for & long period 1o
e reactivated
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Far any new change in surticulum development, there should be Eme_”_q p”.__mlﬂu
vacation courses for school teachers to get them -BEE.H_ te the ph m__ E_,
clives, content and delivery riethod of project materials and also expose tiem

_ m.nhmu_.____,.“_.* Er.m..ﬂ..ﬂ_ Academic standards should be used Lo grade mnﬁ.nnq__-.u_

| nrdatory i . There is provisioan in
™ continuing profeisicnal ..F._..ﬁ—nﬁsu:__.ﬁ.__ﬁ_un.u "
Matlenal Policy on Education (2004) relating to the continuoua Eﬁhmh“—ﬁ%ﬁﬂ
inetructors. This will avail the ﬂ.nrﬁhﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ_ to develop
r profuand ence againsd sef siandards, o
“_..ncu- EEﬁFuﬂuE tlon technolegy for ..wm.._.,.....rw.._ﬁn mred _gﬁﬁﬁéﬂgli
have been incorporated in all teashers ng iﬁﬂuﬂa:r& e
imolementation when fully hamessed. Furthermore, technoiogy
—F_ehr._._“u;...ﬂﬂ__.ﬁEni development procest 1o __.H_En the time Ewnhhﬂ-?iﬁsaw_unh
jeuhum. In uzing the electronic process, materinis are developed an ___"__._-__H__H
nformation dots bass and made accessible o stakeholders 1o go through &n ﬂ._____s___.ﬁ_
15, This reduces the meeting times and stakeholders. Grey areas arc also mva

i§ conference call,

“n___.h—.””“_r_.mzﬁr?n the challenges of carriculum development in Migeria and its

i ih curriculem
" Having known seme of these challenges Ea.ﬁnsi W !
Hnn__%!_. EH_“ i need for stakeholders to play their part in erder to have finctional
cational gystem that will meet the nesds of the soclety

-ammendations .
nn”.s_._!!- and other private seciors should put in more effori &nd resources

ent of curriculum education;
ﬁauﬁﬂ“ﬁn the re-orientation of teackers, parenls nd qannpﬁ. on the need o
xcauuinied with the knowledge of cuniculum studies and development, -
More vocational and techaical education cemires where cumricolum _: tught
uld be esteblished and the few existing ones ghould f?m_.q_E_ﬁw_"_.EE gin(Ted, e
An Isdependent inspectorile committee should be put in place to regularly

nitar curriculom development activities in schools as the existing inspectorate anil I8 -

: .ﬂhﬂhin and affordable education should be made available for n=..

4
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