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Abstract

Uiy stwdy evamined Women Edveation and Peace Education in Nigeria., Edveation Felps
men el women fo clafee their rights wnd realize there potentials in economic, peditical and
sikciod reuasformation for peaee education. Mamy women ave siill excluded from education in
Negeria, Thiv paper defined the concept of education and peace education ax the deliberate
affeimpr to edicate the voung ones in the dvnamies of conflict and the promotion of peace
miking skitly in homes, schools and communitios thraughout the world, It identifies the
fmpavionce and chollenges of women education 1o peace building and its Tmplication for
cwrrictilum plamners. The paper suggested among others that since the role plaved by women
i peaes building are of great importance, they showld be availed with good educational
uppariinitios fo cahance their social, pelitical, moral and economic contributions in Pretileling
a pegeefid home and fead hing af peace education in promoting national securily.
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[ntroduction

Waomen education according to Offorma (2009) is the education received by women
to make them function in the society, empower them economically and equip them
with skills. Peace building as regards women education implies complete protection
ul individuals from cradle to the grave. Role of women cannot be overlooked and the
saying that when you “train a woman, vou have trained nations™ cannotl be
overestimated,

The current wave of globalization has greatly improved the lives of wonen
worldwide, particularly the lives of women in the developing world. Nevertheless,
women remain disadvantaged in many areas of life including education, emplovment,
health and civil nghts. According to the U.S. Agency for International Development
and the World Bank. 57 percent of the 72 million primary school aged children who
do not artend school are female, Additonally sivls are four percent less likely than
buvs W complete primary schools (Gender Statistics 20100 While numy smains have
Buen made with regards o overall fevels of cdacanian worldwide and more children
thun eyver wre now attending primary school | WY there s stll ool wogldwide
vender partly 1 educaton, In every income biocker, thers are more female childron

e male children who are not attending school. Generally, girls in the poorest 20
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percent of household have the lowest chance of getting an education (Jensen, 2010).
This inequality does not necessarily change in adulthood.

Statistics shows that of the 774 million illiterate adults worldwide. 64 percent are
women - a statistic virtually unchonged from the carly 1990s (Gender Statisties,
2, The United Nation Millenninm Drevelopment Goal (MDD o promote sende
cquality and empower women thoren e uses education as 113 tareet and the men.oare
of gonder disparity in education s o« sducation in progress fTroneh the etfore o

intermational community, Phated o0 on progress o climinaie sender s
|'-:'i11‘:.'3]'_'; and seeondary cdueation ot levels of education o nter than 20005, W
lofiv target to realize. '!'hi.u'lu'§35 et apiestion ean this Millarmium Deve livpeying
he achieved!?! Whal proeress ey wntries made [ achiove the T
gpecifically how far has Nigerig o BEOn cane 1o meer this oo ,

unong the nadions fwving many cliall nees o reaching that taree b

bringing gender gap in primacy woet covondary edocation, It s mmpersives jo s
education plavs o particularly  tmpe it ol as a foundation o ol Tiaputy
tovenrds adall fife, AL the time crearine loandation for pender agaalies reguin

wlapting Cuually o the needs and ierests of girls and bovs, Intervatioeal hune
vighl w luys down a theee fuld <ot ol erttera where by giele shonled Wave an egu
neht to cducation. equal nght i cdocation and their equal sieht shogld be protec
i promoted through education [ Tomasershi, 20035,

Giender mequality in education is extreme. Girls are less likely to aceess school. w
remain in school or to achieve in edocation. Despite almost 30 vemrs ol the
convention on the climimation of all forms of Diseriminations Apainst Women
(CEDAW), and 20 years of the convention of the Right of the Child (CRC) today
oirls make up around 36 percent of the 77 million children not in school. and women
make up two thirds of the adults whe are illiterate. Even girls who do enroll in school
may have irregular attendance due to other demands on them and the fact that their
education may not be prioritized. Girls are moest likely to repeat years, o drop ow
carly and 1o fail key subjects and in most countries girls are less likely to complete the
reansition (o secondary schooling. Incquality n soeiety mevitably has an impact on
the provision and content of education. Henee, the need to examine and address the
issue, surrounding  poor  cducation  of women in our socicty  cannot  be
overemphasized, Nigeria at a glance.

At anylime in any context. women are eritical actors in the education process. The
role of women in school are often defined in terms of the national affinitics with
children and their innate love for icaching and nurturing as well as their ability to do
it. Nonetheless, man stll dominates women in every country in the women and girls,
The impact of unequal power relations and discrimination is ofien felt most severely
when material poverty exists as this increases vulnerability. Inequality in the Nigenan
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society inevitably has an impact on the provision and context of education, as well as
on the ability of gitls to enter and remain in school,

I our socicty there are some limitations for women to progress on education and to
be considered outside their family roles, expectation and responsibility. Reinarz
(2002 ) urzues that balancing work and family is 4 major handle for working women.
Henee, lmily responsibilities influence the carcers and education choice of women
v snostly have disproportionate work in care of children and the home. The
ciel it chstotns, soeio cultueal values, ethics. motherhood instinets are some of the
it e bias i the education sector. Cultural and social beliefs, atlitudes
pesctt wirls irom benefiting fron: cducational opportunities 1o the same

T s, The schievement of girls™ rivht o education can address some of
3 to 4 life without

Crolies deply meoled inegualitics, which condemn mulhions of gir

by eduesation and, therefore alse all wo often to a life of missed

Wb, Educution is seen in some socictes us a fear of change and now with

e lear become even preater-fear to lose the cultural identity, fear of

cards the unkoown or anwanted. Uurtlermore, the gender dispacty 1s

iy the powertul cconomic amd social nationale for investing in the

witienl ol Sons tather than davehters, sy duughters are perecived (o be less

piinhe onee educated, and less likely to abide by the will of the father, brother or

wishanid, §he plight of women, i tenms of education i1s compounded by this negative
uititude of parents towards female education {Onyinye, 2010

'
LLA e il
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Fig. 1: Gender empowerment- Growth-Poverty Eradication Cycle.
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ecanomic growth | economic growth

Source: Mormison et all (2007:2)

Review of Related Literature

Education for women is the bed rock or basic foree for socto-ceonomic and political
transformation. It is an important tood for the achievement of social justice and 1=
generally regarded as a process ol acquiring knowledaoe that would make people
better cquipped to contribute meaningfully to the socicty in which they  find
themselves. It is a motor that drives human developmental process,

Olubadewsa (2013) defines education as a cure for all social ailments: be 1 poveny,
ignorance or uncmployment, It can be argued that education is an mdispensable
master key for unlecking the human mind and national development hecause i
occupics a central position as an agent of social change. On the other hand, women
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are indispensable assets in the home and it is the homes that make up the society and
the nation, hence one would rightly say that women are indispensable assets in our
nation. If educated, women become better nstruments as agents of social
mobilization. Imhabekhai and Olomukoro (2012} are of the opinion that literacy is a
basic mstrument for social transformation.

Concept of Education

Efedi in Ebuta {2014) defined education as an instrument for social change, which
ushers in social-cultural, political and economic growth. Education is said to be an
instrument for social equity, the most potent instrument for emancipation of any
group of people and assured gateway to the liberation of the mind and the
improvement of social-economic status of people. Going further, Efedi (2014), added
that for any fundamental change or reconstruction to be achieved in the intellectual
and social sphere of any society, it has to be preceded by an educational
reconstruction in women who are the mothers of the nation, mothers and trainers of
our children who are the leaders of tomorrow. Quality education therefore is the
cducation that gives the recipient the enabling ability to harness potentials. Abilities
and capacity as to perform well whenever duty calls, thus making him/her useful to
self and society. Furthermore, Osagie (2008) defined education as an investment n
human beings, which turns to capital after they have been transformed. It is a process
which transforms citizen into finished products or skilled workers. She added that the
individual a finished product is capital necessary for the development of the family
system and the society at large. This is based on the fact that education inculcates mto
the recipients the right value and attitude for survival, endowment and enablement to
acquire appropriate skills, abilities and competence. Thus equipping them to live and
contribute to the development of the society.

From the sbove stated concept of education, one will agree with me thal. denying or
depriving the girl child/women of such valuable assets like education is tantamount to
social, economic and political injustice and wickedness to humanity. For this reason it
is necessary to appreciate the policy of Education For All (EFA), which is based on
the principle of quality to ensure that every child is given the privilege to be educated,
a comman goal which should benefit every citizen male as well as female as a right.
This however, does not only pertain to illiterate citizens to become literate, but also
with good emphasizes bridging the gap or wide disparity between boys and girls
education.  According to United Nation [Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCQ) (2008), Education for All by 2015 stated that, out of 129
countries, 51 have achieved or are close to achieving the four most quantifiable EFA
goals, 53 are in an intermediate position and 25 are far from achieving EFA as a
whole.
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] Concept of Peace Building
" Peace Building through women education in schools focuses on using the activitics of
daily school community the children iclass by class), the teachers. and the parents
through the PTA o contribute 1o peace-butlding in the community, The sl
develops a peace plan with all the sakeholders, the aim of which is o aesist (b
commumity. The peace plans would mclude such clements as orsanisane o
ql'-"i"r;:"i 111 ".‘I-"J'I:Il.'l'.l ot =o =s5ehiool |'|,I'1 TREET ||,'Ij|:| I ‘..'l,'['||;| Ehu |.'hi:|4,|['|:_'[1 q_~|'|r.:'||i|_'.:j ot Thee sl

clearing u market space m the s+ 1llare; having rolatiye sroups ol <bdeais

families in nead with their chores ok, or children-mindine; using <o Liogs
to work with or play with out-of-sehool children: making mmprovenients w1 -
environment; helping children o vounger elasses with thelr home oo mrmme

histening to them practicing rending or teaching them new games. Furthoomme 10
school as an institution reaches oot o other school. given children the opporien
mixing with a different’ community, This equally increases the feciing o
belongingness and encourages children to communicate with others, accep
differences; and value the qualities of other schools’ children. The collaborative
partnerships that are formed between schools help to promote peace in wider society
thereby ensuring national security {Olivia, 2003)

Importance of Women Education to Peace Building:

Education i seen as a powerful agent of socialization in that it plays a tremendous
role in preparing an individual to render active and useful service hoth to the Bmily
and society in general. Boliva (2010) states that investing in Women's cducation
carries very high returns and improves livelihood. He further emphasizes that when
women are literate, it is the society that gains. In the same vein, Olomukoro (2012
savs that education is not just mastering the skills of reading, writing and computing
but it also entails the ability (0 use those skills effectively for communications in ali
aspeet of one’s life in socil, cultural, economic and political sphere. Therefor:
education bestows on women a disposition for a lifelong acquisition of knowiedae
value, attitude. competence and skills,

Thus the skillful, justly and magnanimous contributions to soeial sceurity ol some
women ehites in the lkes of Dr. Naoa Okonjo lweala of the Minisiry of Finanes win
plaved key role in negotiating Nigeria out of the 18 billion debt relief from ihi Paris
Chub of public ereditors in October. 2005, This was a big refiel because the mone
which was meant to settle that debt was channeled to other projects. which can fasien
the deveiopment and better living vondition of the people in the country therehs
ensuring social security, Diczani Alison Madueke, a one-time Minister of Peirsdem
Fesources, who ]T-.‘Ep*:[i tov condry! 1l ﬁl:]‘.ipl:-.-' of fuel n the country there
Migeriang Irom sleepless nights i {illing stations that, may lead 1o el

sudden mishaps, Do Akonsali s valiantly fought fake drogs s ow
Nigeriana from ontimely death, Siella Odua, who secured many Hves by refonmn
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the aviation sector when she was the minister. These are among the many educated
waommen that have proved that the live of women does not just end in the kitchen.

Poliey makers also argue that hteracy for women increases job opportunity and asccess
e hueher education. It s also often viewed that o working class woman benchits her
iy, 1 bas also been observed by Odite and Ovoonwo (20060) thit educated women
tend de bave  monegamous marrages.  fewoer cluldeen, accept family  planping
nacthodds, pbserve all children vacemations anel wive birth 1o children in the hospitals,

s theretore means that women with some foond education seek mediea! care, are
Feetter e aboui thear children’s aubticsad regquirements and are more hikely to
o tpaseeed sadtidation practices, As a pesull der inlants and children have higher
sitvival rate and are healthier and better nounshed and this 15 an aspect of social

v that educating women translates o better health for children and reduction in
child morbidiny mortality UNICEF (2004),

lreehe ond Akubue (2002), assert that any sociely which neglects women in her
human resource polentials cannot achieve any meaningtul development. Educating
woinen 15 known o be the basis for sound cconomic and social development, An
colucited woman is likely w be gamfully employed, cconomically helping to keep her
Contdy abwon e the waters Henee, education helps women w be self reliant which is one
negjor way of redueing poverty in the socicty.

T ene aecepls the fact that education is the lite-wire of every society, which beging
Lo erale o the grave, it therefore stands that mothers play the most vital role in the
soctatzation of children, The personality and socud identity of every child is highly
miluenee by the kind of environment hefshe dwells in at the formative years of
cadstenee. Mothers bemy the major caregivers i the fumily spend muel more tine
with thewr chuddren. In this regard. they mould the infant into adolescent without mugh
siress. e o situation where o mother is an illierate: she 15 hkely to be insufficiently
soctalized and as such may end up grooming sociopaths that may constantly pose
sertous threuts 1o soelul seeunity of her children. But where the woman is cducated,
shie is likely 1o breed cluldren that can sociliqe with others and relate barioniously
wiibl people wround them in love and unity resaiting in peacetl co-existence which

loster sociial securiy.

C pallenees 1n Women Education and Peace Hoildine

aspabe vl the seemingly remarkable achioverivns revorded by Nigeriun educaied
anvicn, somie fetors SOl constrain the wonen: trom playing mapor role i peace

Dudding. sl presend, the Forees which combine o hamper women educaiion, fanily

[z I% ciml sustaarabl i1;."‘=-.'|l-!‘.|]||-:u'. TH ."‘w-.i;_--..'.. pidldd e viiewoed |'|]'m|,.,:l:-, tor 1l
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choices forced on women; (¢) discrimination and harassment at work; (f) political
disenfranchisement from clective and political appointment and (g} exposure 1o cruel
mouming rites upon the death of their husband (Onyinye 2000). These cultural
barriers and environmental manipulation create inferiority complex in many Nigerian
women. Onyinye (2010) further ascertained that through the traditional socialization
process of our culture society, women tend to accept negative self fulfilling.
prophecy, stereotyping and stigmatization. All these predispositions transmil
negatively on the family role and responsibilities, which invariably interplay
adversely in the national agenda. women and development rather than women in
development becomes an apparatus for gender focus,

Contrary to the current trend. intensive efforts to foster a gender-inclusive culture
from the family level through education across the board up to higher education, in
order to promote sustainable human development needs to be vigorously pursued.
The legislative arm of government must be precise on the principle of gender equality
in education by costing viable channels to the legal right of women.

Generally speaking, improving access to and the quality of women education In peace
building is the most rewarding investment a country can make investing in female
education will accelerate Nigerians economic and social development by enhancing
human capital, showing population growth and alleviating poverty. Accordimg to
Agbakwuru (2002) education equips one with marketable skills thereby lilting the
possessor up from the poverty arena. Essentially, through education, the individual
learns good health habits, principles and practices which promote healthy living and
longevity as well as acquired marketable skills that confer economic power on the
educated.

Implications for curriculum Planners

Since the girl child education has become a contemporary issue to nations of the
world, the curriculum planners have a role to play in ensuring its enhancement for
sustainable development to be achieved. In view at the above, curriculum planners
chould include in its content, basic skill acquisition in the curriculum at all levels, the
absence of which will make economic advancement difficult. The learning matenals
should cqually be relevant to the girl child to encourage participation and
performance. There is need to make the content taught as functional as possible
especially for the girl child to enable her use the knowledge acquired and contribute
to the development of the wider society and consequently the nation. Most
importantly, the curriculum should constantly be reviewed to conform to global
trends.

Conclusion

This paper took a eritical look on the need to educate women and it also viewed
women as an important asset or catalyst for realization of peace building m the
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nation. This can be done only if women are given access and full support to quality
and {unctional cducation which will enhance peace building and in turn national
development. Therefore, govermment, International Development Agencies, Civil
Soctety Groups, Non-governmental and Private (rzanizations should partner together
o ensure promotion of women education programmes to achieve peace building to
wt national development receives priorily atlention.

SRS |

Theretore, through Peace Educatiom, small conflicts can be resolved before they
oceur. I the world community can eliminate the potential conflicts, or runs large-
seitle conflicts into minor ones, or turns minor conflicts into nothing, the world and
cach nation state will be safer for humanity. The imperative of Peace Education for
the Lh.“-.'l;.'li.]"ll'.lh.’l'l[ of culture of peace has stimulated p:_1|i!_'u_:a| leaders to i]]t.:urpur:l.!_u
Peace Bducation into the school curmiculum. NMigeria with her myriad of conflicts
which created a lot of security challenges prompted her to integrate Peace Education
concepls o the lower and upper Basic Education Social Studies curriculum. This
paper has examined the coneept of Women Education and Peace Education and has
drawn its potentials in promoting peace building in Migeria

Recommendations
Scyuel 1o the above discussion, the following recommendations were made:
I, I'he policy makers and school administrators should avail women of good
cducational opportunities o enhance their social, political, moral &
ceonomic contributions in building a peaceful home;

L The varous government (national, state and local) and non-government
agencies should set up programs to carry out and popularize through the
media educational and information programs on promoting equal status of
wornen and men;

111, Women on their part should try to break through societal barriers and
develop high esteem and self-confidence through exhibiting their God-
given potentials, capabilities, initiatives and chansma in whatever they
find themselves doing, to conguer the natural challenges of their origin:

i Women Organizations and Movements should seek to protect the interest
of women and shoulder the responsibility of seeing that Institutions of
society are not deliberately structured to place hindrances and constraints
on the part of women. The Ministrics of Women Affairs all over the
Federation should ensure that the challenges of women folk are brought
into focus for povemment attention and eventually eradicated. They
should also mount pressure on the Awuthorities to create positions of
responsibility and advancement for the womenfolk, Literacy proerammes
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should be incorporated so that women can be well equipped to contribute
to improving social security;

V. There should be positive motivation and reinforcement of female students
by teachers. Teachers should ensure the elimination of all ncgative
representation of women and girls as inferior by assigning temale students
to leadership positions. and use female educators and professionals as role
maodels for carcer talks and guest speakers in Women programmes. They
should encourage female students to participate fully in action bascd
learning. This will boost their self esteem;

Vi The few educated women should work hard to create awarencss on peace
building in their homes, work places and organizations through effective
communication on the power of “motherhood and womanhood™,
Educative programmes and women forum should be held in the cities and
rural areas to educate the illiterate ones and

vit.  CGiovernment should go beyond making laws to enforcing them for the
woman right s0 as to protect women from political, religious and social
injustices that work against their being focused in the pursuit and
achievement of their potentials and set goals in peace huilding

REFERENCES

Agbakwuru, C. (2002). The role of primary education in the promotion of national integration
and cohension knowledgze preview. 1 {2). [5-23

Boliva, L (2010}, Investing in women's education. A paper delivered on the occasion of the
International Literacy Day. 4 Ouarterly Newsletier of the National Mass Education
Comnarission, Nigeria.

Ebuta, E.E. {2014) Repositioning Nigeria higher education for the challenges of the 217
Century; a philosophy discourse, A Multidisciplinary Jowrnal (NAFAK) 28 (2) 117-212.

Efedi, O.E (2014). Women cducation: a vehicle for cifective and efficient role performance
in nation development in Nigeria. Benin Jowrnal of gender sidies, 1(1) 66-73
hitpsfwww, ungel. orgfresources files/| 34743 ¢ pdf Retngved dates 16/09/2015

Ezcgbe, B.N. & Akubue, F. (20121 An appraizal of the status of Nigerian women:
Educational implications and national development. American Journa! of Sociolagical
Research, 202) 27-31.




Dr. Mrs. Christiana N. Nwadiokwu | 143

Gender in Nigerian Report, (2012). Improving the lives of women and girls in Nigena: issues,
policies and actions, British Council, Nigeria, 2012

CGender Statistics, (2010). Improving the lives of women and girls in Nigeria: 1ssues, Policies
and actions: British Couneil, Nigeria, 2012

Imhabekhai & Olomukoro. C.0.42012), Influcnee of literacy education programmes on socio-
cconomic and psychological empowerment of women in Edo and Delta state, Nigeria.
An wnpublished Ph.D Thesis, University of Ibadan, Nigeria.

lenson. 1. (2010). Millennium  development  goal report.  Accessed online at
fitgp:mdgs:un orgdnsdimdg/resourcesftatic/producty/progress, 2009/MDG

Kings. E. (2013). Intersecting sources of education inequality world bank data blog. Accessed
online  at  ftpedPlogs worldbank orgiopendeiwintersecting sources . of  education
inequality on September 19, 2013,

Offorma, G0, (2009), Girl child-education in Africa. Keystone Address Resented at the
Conterence of the Federation of the University, Women of Africa, held in Lagos-
MNigeria, 16th - 19th July

Olivie Martin (2013). Peace Education in action practices and agents. Lead speaker
presentation at 567 Annual DP/NGO conference. Human Security and Dignity:
Fulfilling the promise of the United Nations Headquarters, New York, Sept. 34, 2003,

Olomukoro, C.0.(2012), Influence of literacy education programmes on socio-cconomic and
psychological empowerment of women in Edo and Delta state, Nigenia. An unpublished
P Thesis. University of Ibadan, Nigeria,

Olubadews, A. (2013). Contemporary issues in Nigeria education. Accessed on 22/09/20135
on by TARpm.

Onyinye, A (2010). Women education; problems ard implication for family responsibilities.
The Nigeria Jownal of guidance and Counselli g. 9 (1)

Onvinve, A. O, (2000). Cross ethnic study of stress levels, sopport systems and adjustment
strategies among Nigeria widows: unpublished Ph. D thesis. Department of Educational
Ciuidance and Counselling University of Hlorin, Horin.

Onvinye, A.O. (2010). Women education; problems end implication for family
responsibilities. The Nigerta Jotwnal of guidance and Counselling. 9(1)

Osasies RO, (2008). Investment in gitl-child and women education. Bewir Jowrnal of
Creneral Studies, 1{1) 35-65

(Mite & Ogionwo (2006). An Introduction to Sociological Studies. Ibadan: Henemann
Fducational Books. Nigeria PLC.



Dr. Mrs. Christiana N. Nwadickwu | 144

Tomascrshi, k. (2005). Not education for all, only for those who can pay: the world bank
model for financing primary educatton, law, social justice and global development
journal  (LGD).  Accessed onling  at  httpe‘www. gowerwick ac.uk el Hud 2005
| ftomarshi on September 20, 201 3,

UNESCO. (2008) “Educanion for all 2003 will we make 11? Global monitor Eeportize, S e
York, UNESCO/SS/ . UNESCD) database

UNICEF (2004) State of the World's children. Available at bitp www nnicel org soml)
4'files/chapter2. pdf. Retricved on 29/9/2025,

Wikipedia, {2013) Peace FEducation en. 1Vikipedia.org/wiki peace education,




