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Abstrocy

Edwcation continues Ta Be the hegfeeck for sustainoable develamree! of ol nalions o of
Nigeria Jn prrtivatur. Indigemans farms of weliecatlion oxisted 0 Nigetta before the adent of
Wastern edteaiion |r.-'l|,'.'.-_'.|l_|' Ay foaok efive el l,l,,-],.l_ul-,- N frnde videite :-C-'-"-'I-‘ Wik i
bevome  wwecessfil Reseroiver. TTis vbgdir thinking foy  pleced women on the
digenclvpmtergred  positian foe mosy voaes, PR o g hetinur wrmren ol een
e Lll'.'l'i-'-'IJ-r.':l' TTaix Jrainer Felises o il Fralioeing ofigonssieanths conepd of Wit eolirolion.
sustainuble  develupment, mecesslty of wennen sdicgtion Tor sastainable devedvpmten!
Migeria, shallenges of wemsen velwcation and implications for carricidun Plarmers. Thy paper
recammeelval nan e il el alion el be medle aeeessiTe S weeamen i al? fevels

Keywords: Women Education, Sustainable Development, Nigeria. Curriculum
Planning.

[ntroduction

Education is a lundamental human right that should be availed every citizen
irespective of age, sex or family background. Even though i1 has been praved
through rescarches and studies that education is the kev to industrializmion,
modermization and a prereguisite [or socio-economic and political development. it
had not been given the required atiention, That is why despite the provision in the
Nigerian constitution and the Mational Policy on Education (2003), the girl child
contenues to lag behind her male counterpant in teems of seguiring standard
education due o cullural practices of Nigerian society.

Sustainable development is & broud concept that needs tie contributions of many
factors 1o be eeliable, In Nigeria like most countries in Africa there is a tile line of
under-development. Under-development on the basis of comparism. Pertinen
among the probiems i$ lhe neglect of education. It is universally believed tha

" Tre fulhor & of Daparemenl odouriculum Studis and Educalanal Tochred oy, Scheol ol educabon. Colegg ol ecucaian
Agboe, Della Seage
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education is cssential for driving the changes of the society and achieving the
sustainable development needs of the stare {Ehadija, 2014),

A popular adage save “if vou educate o WOrin, You educate a pation”, This
canmil be faulted taking into cognizance the contnbutions of wamen in various
Spheres of national development vig-a-vis in the figlds of education, cconomics,
polities and agriculure just 1o mention a few. The process is not as easy as it
sounds. Theee are many hindrances o woeen  cducation and sustainabie
development. [n this repard, all hands must be on deck in ensuring that every faces
of diserimination and disturbance is drastically reduced. The neglect of women in
the walls and structure of education i noted o be largely responsible for the
immense challenge of sustainable development in the country, However, going hy
the nutural potentials of women could tantribute in no small measure to the social,
economic, political and so on ensuring lasting development. [t 5 on this premise
that the paper emphasizes the mecessity of women education as a catalvst fior
ensuring stable development given their namral. maoral potentials and prident
management of resources as pedestal for sure development in Nigeria,

Conceptual Clarification

{i} Wamen Education:

Wormen constitte a high pereentage of MNigeria pupulation and a girl child Tesday
5 tomomow's mother woman {Rebeca, =023 Therefore, her education amounis
ta the education of the entive Nigerian society. This mukes her education very
expedient, It equally explains why the well known Afican proverh asserts that <if
¥ou educate a man you educate an individual. But i you educate 0 wamen ViU
educale a (nativn)” aply caplures the necessity of educating the girl=child,
Educating the gid-¢hild will enable her 1o be sell relitant, adequately socialized
amdl fully empowered 1o contribute meanis efully to her community as well as have
the voping skills to solve problems 10 an appreciable exrent. In essence, she would
be uhle to be strong and resourceful i such i way that she is able to cantribute to
the sustenance and development of the sOCiely.

In vigw of the ahove. Orgi, (2001 highlighied the following as some of the
benefits of women education in a nation: reduces inequalily; incremucs

productivity and esmings: drives ECOMMIMIC competiveness: poverty reducing
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effects; improves health and nutrition; comtributes to .ﬁ_nﬂnnnﬁ_uw:c.:
women's fertility rate; lowers infants and child :.__ﬁw__ﬁ rates; lowers n
mortality rates; protoct against HIV/AIDS infection; increases women
force and creates intergenerational educational benefits

There 15 an indication from the above that the girl child would be able to
ber full potentials to think, guestion, and judge independenily, ”_n_.n...n_n_
zense, learn to respect her fellow human beings and be s m...#& E.,_Hmmf
other hend, the girl child can bring socin-coonomic chonges in the societ
educated (Jenmifer 2007 ).

(ii)  Sustaninable Development:

There are many divergent views by different authors and scholaes based
dilferent perspectives and experiences, Nwadiani un_uu...uEF.n that the co
national development addresses issies such as econommic m___n:....":. struciy
rechnological advancement and social-politicel n_._m.ﬁ.nn_ ?u.nn_u.._.Em. .,_n_ the
the present level of poverty, low stundard of _._...__..w.._._.m: inflation, |
unermplovment of qualified youths, corruption and injustice among oifers
indices of pogitive national development,

The term development according w Nwadiani, (2013), has :.E._w.. EHE._H_E
The technocrats focus en policies. instrument and projects; the _u__u__._.._n.e._m '
ag freedom from colonial rule. demoperatization; the economist inlerpre
economic growth, rapid end sustained rise in real outpul _..,..2 head,

resultant shift in the lechnological, economic E“_n. m_..a._:ma.n?ﬁ characl
patticularly in developing nations: the sociologist sces .:. isd ..p. ﬂ__..ﬁ_
differentiation that chargcterizes modern societies, while —_.n_r.:._"a mﬂ_nﬂ_u.“
on problems of nation building as modernization EE;.. The E_”.E_.__
suggested that the term national nm...w_.ﬁ”_Eu..nE should include " & n
eeonomic growth and changes in cconomic p..:_.___..E_._..H.. ﬁ. _un,_.i:uﬂﬂ._n_ n_.._u_..._
malnutrition; improvement of the m_..__:_“_“.._:ﬂ_.., situation; decline in
inequatity; mevease in literacy; improvement in health nﬂ_..... .u...__..."__H__EFH_
dgrvices; adequale municipal and roral mfrastroctures; E?ﬂ.. E._.

positive giinedes and mentality: consolidation of the m_.mpn and H_.E:.__un_ :.___.n
national independence and political demoeratization; increased social disi
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i iy i iy wElions  of
e terance o comuption:  ang rtionality in policy, n_.iw._h::
technological: knowledge in structiral und social relations and in thinking,

Sustainable development is the king of development ,._.._._mn_r_ E_.. continge E_H__“._“__wﬂm.
timie with progressive Improvenent e quality and :.f_h_q,__:_u_. It i= also the H.E:En
national development no matter bow pradual so #_._E it H._EEEE Eat.“ il cﬂ_._m,_..
better, stromper and long lasting withow reduction in quality ang L,E._.__::__”._.,g_q e
words, sustainghle development means 1o maks the waorld 8 better u .#M: _En_
one withoul destroying possibilities for the pex gencralion to live happy
duality lives (Ogwunzor 2M7).

Mohanimed (2M2), ssseried that “sustainable ...._n.,.n_ﬁn.m__”_r.ﬁ__ is .__.:w .n_ﬂﬂ_h._w_.ﬂﬂn_.._ﬂ_
that meets the reeds of the present withowt nqﬁu.,*,.qn_mam the p_”_.._:._._ n.r e
Eeneration to meet their own needs”, Furthermore, il the process of ¢ _Jﬁ"um,u:
which the explojation of resources; the divection _..;.. in _...nﬂ_:n_: anid the _““”M“-E S
ol the technologicsl developiment as well s ihe :E___E_E_..__ c._E_._m.aM n._..... s
meet hoth present and fitups development needs. In ....E.A _.__.5_"... i .n__.“..m i M_E_.
o sustatnabie developiment jg possible if wionmen ___.u_zuE _..__.an_._:u__.__”_u_“”._.ﬂ.m.mm.._ i
disenlranchised (Grace, Solomnon, Olughenga. Vehat, =.__._5.. E.__ _ n”_ﬂ. .v.ﬁ__.ﬁ.
Tiita E.EEH.. means (hat sustainghle &n&m_.“___uﬂn,_.__. Mma _._m_:_..:.F h.n all &n ! _""”__M.mm_._“
which is to say that every gender iy nvoived and especially women an 3
child wha form a ::w_n Population i the thatin.

{iliy  Necessity of Women Education for Sustainahle Development in
Migeria.

The ihvolvement apg participation of both men and Wimer) __:.:__._.,_“_m:m._u“nu ﬁ,_
development e required for sustainghle development to be .._._:m._._“_“_ .._E:mx.
words of Ada (20133 it s mappropriste to try amd g_._aqmm,”, _._S_H__..w_.:_mm H,u_.u_._ﬂnp_,__ 3 :
Eppropetate strategies. ar implement the mc___:_.._z_,” :.H.__.__r_, _E. o ._...__M,Hu_i
ancerned are involved in the process, Gendes EE_._&. is 522._.._-._... an m,.,ﬁh "
building Block in sustainable developmeny, Purtnership E._.n aqpuality _E.E..mm_._ =m5
and .__..ﬁ_ﬂ_._ﬁ. are the busis of strong families and viable societies. _.__.u_._,.ﬁn.r ”u.ws_._,.
fuive been consistently exoluded from decision Ew_r.zw.nqn.n&un_, AcToys E__“.wnr
and societies. If not the isste of 359 Women nififmalion mn .m?.ﬂ:ﬁ.rnw _m__, 5
brought women gn the frant banner, women would have being in slrupgle
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reeognition, may not be gut of place 1o
imbalance Against Women thar i Yargely respons
=_H%q.mn._,__u“_n_§?§ It all wreas o human endegy

emphasize th (i 5
ihle for mirginalizatio
ourE,

[n the feld of education. educating the Woman transfagas ;

Deltg EE....&:.... Oghara-Daj Stata), Pror (Mrs) _u.m._..an#:_,.ﬁ.:, i
Presiden; Counselling AsRociiliog awu..__ﬁu_.m&. Profl (Mrs) 1, Denga, pr,
Anighogy, Prof {Mrs) Noodum and Prof, [Mrs) Fajomoyvomi Among o
Making prog impagt iy their varigus nstitutions, Others gre OSCURYing
of Reciops in E:._En_._._u_ﬂ. Provosts 35 Colleges af mnr._...E.s:_ Re
Librariang, Bursars, Principals Ii secondary sehopls, Imm__.._.:h.ﬂ.ﬁﬁ_w._.. i
schools, Guidance Counselors apg classronm leachers Hnong oihers, Eg
contributes 1o e ttal developmeny of i itdividus| jn that it enablag g gt
girl-child oy Waman contribute 1 national de velopment upg Progress in )l s

of life. Natinns of the warlg m_ur:a.,_,.qm._“_mﬁ the fact tha iT vour edupgge the w
+0u educate the pagign ( Ukah. 2000

{iv) Challenges of Women Edueatiog.
Oher thirty three million children i sub-Saharan Afriea did not have apg
education, ayeap half of whieh WEre girls, says the

United Nation (LN
Millenniym Developman; ioals (MDg) TEMT, Ohver fiye mitlion out of the i

three millian Bitls were in Nigorig, which mikes it the country with the g
number of out-nfsehoal girks in the whole Afijey (Muhammgg, 2014)
Believed thay only ahaur 200 of women in H

are literate gng have Mended schop) (Abdultaki, 201, Some of the fag

militating wamen edication invlvag Ameng others fhe (e llowine:

la) Security Challen ges:
Security challenges in Public schap)s incliding vadalisation of schy
infrastrucyre By miscreants is ore of the issuey Posing pregt challenpe
Bifls” artendanes Fetention and tompietion in sehoal The inadequacy
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female: teachers especially in girl’s school in rurs] aress and Jow
qualification wnd capacity on the part of the female teachers in another
challenge hedeviling girls” education, (Muhammed 2018)

Early Marriage

lieoma (2015), frowns against this practice of given out young girls in
marviage before the age of eighteen vears: somctimes even to older men
who are old enough to be their prandfathers, According to him this is very
commen in the northern part of Nigeria, These girls who get martied at this
edarly age cannot as mothers o7 wives make meaningful contributions to the
society, becmsse they lack the knowledge, skills. experience and matarity
with which to appraise what i= going on in their sociely,

Socio-Economic Factor

Polygemy is a serious hindrance to women education. Unformunately,
whether out of greed for many women, or out of competition with other
TET, MAY Men marry more wives than they can econemically manage. in
this situation with many children, only some of the boys al best are sent o
school: while the girls are made to hawk in the streets 1o cam income. part
of which may be used 10 train the bove who are i schools. Due to
circumstances outside their control, such wirls whe go about hawking, may
be raped or eventually married at tender age (Ckeoghene 20171,

Hliteracy

The illiterate parents usvally have no strong determination o send their
children to school due 1 poverty eXCEpt in very rare cases. Rather than
think of what education can do for them it future, the parenis especially
the maothers prepare their daughters for married life (Mohammad, 20164,

Religions Factor

Purdah encourages shielding of women from receiving secular or western
education in Islamic religion. Unlortunately, with the advent of Boko
Haram sect, and of recent, the marauding Fulani herdsmen. the situation
has moved from the angle of women education o thal of acute illiteracy
and misconception of what education is. The resull is now magsive

~ 3 ~
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destruction of lives and properties of innoeent and law abiding
this conntry (Shalidul 2012).

(v)  Implications for Curriculum Planners

The girl-child education has become a contemporary issue to nations of
The curriculum planners have a tole to play in ensuring its enhane
sustiingble development to be achieved. In view of the shove, ¢
planners should include in the cwriculum the follewing: content am
experiences, individualgroup  counseling, awareness  service,
sensitization and so on as stated below,

fal  Content & Learning Expericnces

The curriculumt planners should include i fts contenl, B
acquisition in the curriculem at all levels, the absence of which

economic advancement difficult The learning materials should ¢
relevimt to the girl child 1o encourage participation and performar
is nzed 1 make the content tsught as funeticnzl as possible esp
the girl child 1o enable her use the knowledge acquired and cor
the development of the wider society ond consequently the nation
of a necessity that the curriculum should be reviewed from tme
conform with digitalization of the present cenmury,

(b)  IndividualGroup Counseling

This is cither on one-on-one basis or as o group by the tea
purpose is 0 encourage them that all hope is net Jost and
determination they can still make it It is also to help them dise
strengths, weaknesses and interests based on their abilities ond ¢
the girl-child to pursue them.,

i€l AWHrER PR Seryice

Avareneas service should be created especially in a communi
mipority of the girls and women are victim of circumstances.
opporlunity o sensitize them on the benelits they will reap in fun
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should take the decision and determine o be educated. In other words:
delay is nol denial.

(d)y  Parents' Sensitization

Cuwrriculum Planners should ereate apportunity fo identify those men wha
engage young girls in early marriages and those that have the tendency 1o
pe aware of dangers and consequences of their aetions, Parents m_s_.___m_ be
sensitized on the wrong culiural belief that educated girls are the properiies
of another family and be made 10 know that educating the hoys is as good
us educating the girls, Again, early marriage laws should be enacted or
enforce to dissuade young girls from it and shifi thefr attention to education

Conclusion

Without good education. the girl-child women have little ar fiothing 10 offer in
their contribution to sustainable development. It is said that women do not have
cqual secess as men (o education, health, emplovmen: opportunities and social
_52“__."3.. The impottance of women education o the development and
Impravement of the nation is & contemporary issue that is pursued not only in
Migeria bui the world ever. This i because girls and women ave usually
discriminated against in all sphere of life. Women from creation are pillars _mn,
development, prudemt managers of the available resources, hence the need for
squal apportunity to show case their potentials for sustainable development. The
paper identified concepts of women education, sustainable development, necessity
of women education for sustainabie deve lopment in Nigesia, challenges of 5&:—&
education and implications for teachers or planners

Recommendations
Seguel to the shove discussion, the following recommeéendations are made:

( Relevant cumiculum lesming materials should be used in schools to
merease girl- child interest and achievement in schoal,
by Education should be made accessible o the girl-child at all levels and

Awareness programs should be Roated and fostersd t redeem the image of
the girl-chiid.
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(hi) Govemment should train more femele teachers w help in teaching

child.

(i) Scholarship should be made available to the girl-child 50 as to di

garly marriage and dropout rate due to poverty.

(vl  Promaote and strengthen parent awareness on the role of improvis

af the girl-child

ivi)  Government should mvest more money o meking the school eny

favourable and conducive for girls o leam,

{vii) Curriculum should be as functional as pessible to aid the acqu
hasic skills needed [or self reliance and development of the sociery
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