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Higher edueation needs a technological revalution that will have a greater
impact on society than the transition from an ol to 8 print culture. The study will
help the higher education provider in connecting the teachers, the students and the
community i the wealth of knowledge that exists in the world. The teacher in higher
education should be transformed from primary role as 2 dispenser of information to
orclestentlor of learniong and helping students turn information into knowledge and
knowledpe inlo wisdom, '

Policy makers and cven (he general public in MNigerin  still  respomnd
resutningly negatively when challenged 1o adapt & new paradiem ol education. Most
higher education eurviculuny design today sl adhere 1o q paradigm of edugation in
the 19 century. The guestion arises; [low should hipher education be struciured to

“meet e global challenges in this 21 centory world? How do we define “Higher
Eehoention™ aml “coarviculum™? Higher edueation could he defined az a projoct-baged
cursiculum design for life simed at engaging students in addressing real-world
problems and issues important 1o homanity, With this delinition, there will be a
dramatic departre fvm the Getory-model education of the past, final sbandonment
al textbook-driven, tencher-centered aml paper/pencil schooling, It means a new way
ol wnderstmeding the coneept of “knowledge™ and concept of “educated person”. On
the ather lounl, corrdcubum for higher edoeation shoull be desipned 10 create a
Yeulture o dmngquiry™, These skills learned  throwgh e curricolum should  be
mterdisciplinury, integrated, project-bused and research-driven. This is in line with
Fewiz, (20001 who outlined seven (7) skill that are needed ns ol lows:

L Courtosity mnad Dovgginet bomn;,

= LT ITERT | llll'rl:i»'..lllla_:I asredd prvililen sy
= Agilily md adagtability;
* Aceessing amd Analysing inlonmation;
* [miliative and entreprencurialism;
1 - 1 -
. {Callaberation aceoss networks and leading by influcnce:;
0 Effective oral and writlen communication.

Based on the above, if’ engraved in higher education cuwrriculum, stedents make
exponential growth in their basic skills of reading, writing, speaking, listening,
resenrching scientilie explorations, multimedia skills and more,

Cilobal Challenges in higher education will be reduced to the barest myinimum
i the curriealum incormporates higher onder thinking skills, multiple intellipences
technolopy and multimedia, .

Liferature Review

Knowledge s nl memarization of facts and figures, but is constructed
throwgh  research application and connected o previous knowledge, personal
experience, interest; talents and passions. The skills and content become relevant and
necded as students require this information to complete their projects, The content
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and basic skills are applied within the context of the curricalum and should not be an
end in themiselves,

Jocdi (20109, asserted that “Swdents use the technological and mullimedia
tools now available to them to design and prodiece websites, television shows, radio
shows, public service announcements, mini documentaries, how-1o-DVDs, aral
I'|_i.~ilm'iu-c anel oven [ilms.™ Naturally students, learn what it s to be a contributing
citizen and carry these citizenship skills {orward throughout their lives.

According o Douglas, 2000), everyday students from counltries all over the
world collaborstes on important projects like the e-Pals. This is a sile where teachers
and students can go [o join or starl a collaborative project with anvone in the world,
The rescarchers’ experiences from the media, from university research and as it was
demonstrated in the video, technologics, especially the internct have resulisd in a
globalized socicty. Higher education should be transformed to conform with the
world’s ever-moreating rale in Nigeria. From eovirommental awareness o producing
scientists, environmental relalions experls, media procedures, higher education will
assisl students in [inding the answers 1o our eaviremmental problems.

Diversily cowrses teach students skills they need to suceecd in the present
cenlury. There s a course litled “nternational Relfations, conflict and community
Resolution™. Here students are taughl how o adidress constructively conllicts that
arise among and within dilTerent groups and explores the possibility for building
communily across racial and ethnic boundaries. Such cowses and scores of other
across the country will teach stodents viloable skills that will enabile them Dunction in
a diverse world. This is in line willh Tananka, opined that a diversificd curriculum
can help bridge differences both on campus and in the socicty. Learning abowt the
civersity of Nigerians ane plobal culiwsal seditions brings proups ol stodeats ogeiba
rrulher tuan dividing them,

Furthermore, Lopex in his disseriation documentcd some positive impact on
suldents’ fearning based on curricular changes 1lis study revealed that faculty which
emphasis on diverstiy in courses has posilive effects on openness o rocial
tmderstanding and overall sntisfaction with universily.

Theovetical Framework

This study anchored on the theory of transformative leaming by Mezirow,
According to Mezirow (1991}, transTomative learning is the kind ol learning we do
ag wi make sense of our Dves and it 12 tripeered by o problem. Transformalive
learning is not just learning bul consist of a change in people’s beliefs, atlitudes and
ways of dowmpe things, Mezirow belioves that leaming oceyrs when an individueal is
able to change his ‘enlire perspective of something.  Burns (2002) asserted that
transformative learning occurs through o number o phases which begins with the
disorientating dilemma which is Tollowed by phases of selll examination, critical
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assessimenl ol assmnpption, explorstion of new actions, development of plans Tor
me Lo e reintegeation of new perspeclives info peogplo.

With regords s this stedy theretore, transformative Tearning will ontnil a
revrientalion mul reorpanization of higher education curricohom o bring about
-'I-muét'si i the alfitude, beliefs and genernl Bees of the stidents 1o brosden their reach
ol see s o hedp dhen opegaie sond Donction in a globalized environment

Fl

Foovpeenn Capnee ool DR hoer Balwcntion Tor Afvica™s Develepoent

Afiien has zerions challenpes in leoms of social progress, lechnalogical
alvamcemient il economie development, Thas, there s o widespeend amd legitimmle
concern abwurd Alricn, bolly by Alicans themselves aod the infernational commmity,
I Tigher educalion is essendinl Tor Africn's development, Bast Asia and India have
shosrn thal higher education with geamd governance amd soummd mfrastrciures have
Bgen eritical o their ceonomie success. Podentinl fmpact of higher education in the
sirengthening of instiltions, governance, social development, scieniilie innovation
andl teehnodogical advaneement is eloar. The most inporta soles of higher sdueation
e brdefly deseribed Dol '

» Pleomomide Fepelins

I tenns of cconomie benelits, higher educntion facilitalies smployient, fereases
sabarics nmal savings, improves working conditions aml mobility B (he HidEwidual;
arnd brings aboul greater prodpctivity, national developiment, increased consumpl i1y
mindd o fopmmtaon of Jeas sloills indhastry o I':IIH".'Ir'lL't'l.J.'E‘ baned, coonmmnes for the
puilstio 1 dw s ervitival clement of compelitiveness and prosperily inoan inereasingly
kpeewledge based global economy. Tertlary education excreises a direct inlluence on
untional productivity, which largely determines the level of living and o comnlbry's
wlviliny to compete in o plobal coasnomy.

* Sovial amd Plitien] Benelils

Social improvements acerucd o higher education fnelude improved quality of life for
el nnned Tmily, better decision making, increased personal status and opportunily for
the individual; and development leadership, social mobility, greater cohesien and
reduced erime rates. Higher education enhances the political eontext by contribuling
lor buililing civil sociely, enliphlened citizenship, sell-reliance, egual opportunity and
ahills mned values of argumentative dialopoe and reasoning, olecnce and respect. 10
facilitntes  national  development by promoiing  demoeemtic ideals, as well as
intellectual and industiinl competitiveness; by promoting greater social cohesion,
peace, trust i social instilutions, demoerntic participation, and appreciation of
diversiby in pender, ethmicity, rveligion and social class, W alse improves the
neconntability .of povernmenl and generates indepemdent research and snalysis that
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suppcts e s ibean ! delute ot cnn greally improve the elfecliveness ol goyvennmenl
rebicy el sn livr services.

. Huimen Capital snd Professional Developmoni

Higher education is critical 1o basilding bman capilal {for exmuple, accountants,
doctors, engineers, lawyers, teachers, leaders, administmtors, entreprencurs, critieal
thinkess, elec) that in twen Doilds the very institwions thal are reganded as an
mdispensabile Bactor Do developiment. 1 s ihese cdueated individuals wlo deselop e
capacily anil analylical skills thal drive loeal coomunies, supponl civil society, ool
ghildeen, lead effeclive povernments, med make ioparian decisions which allest
entive sociclivs, Tlighly cdueated boman capital is necessmy (o compele 0 oo
inereasiely knowledae based global ceoangniy.

- Fomnwledge peneralion and milapdation (heoweh vesenrele ol iy ation
Teripry mstilutions support knowledge driven economiie  growlh  stralegics ool
poverty reduction by penerating new konowledge, building (he capacity to aovess
exisling stores ol globa] knowledge amd 1o adapt that knowledpe (o local v
Fechnical innovations amd their diffusion leml to higher productivily, sod maost ol
these innowations are producls: of basic and applicd  research  underlaken i
universilics, Progress in the agnciltore, health and environment sectors, scicnee,
engincering  woned lechnolepy are highly  dependenl on the application of such
Ivations

- Eapuidablde ppporionily and geoess provisien

Aceesy o terbimey slucation can open boetler comgrloyment nngd ineome oppotbnniiies s
underprivileged students, therely decreastig Ineuity, Higher cduealion imprisves
participation ol individuals Tom relatively under represented segments of the sociely,
inchading women e specilie clhnie [ErgRI, i the overndl soeiooccomsneie mwl
palitieal Dl ol (e nadion.

. Support oiher levels of eidueation

Tertiary education supponts he rest ol the cducation system and i is doabthil that any
developing country eomled make significan! progress lowards achieving Millenwium
Development Goals (M) and  povedly  alleviation, withoul  stromg Terliary
celucation sysicms, Tertimy educalion is necessary; Toe sustainable progeess in basic
and secondary education, through the fraining o feachers, school leaders and
administirators, and throuph rescarch providing direction for policies and strafegies of
n country s oducation sysien.
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- Promave linknpe o the worltd of work
Higher instilutions are a country's skill bass, knowledge souree, and public space
locilitating  exchange ol information and  transforming  the  cconomy  through
university-indusiy linkages, Through their cwriculum, research and community
services, higher instiontions serve ns a platform (o integrate the demand from indusiry
or the workl o work and provide edicated waorkforeo with relevant training and
meaningful contribuion 1o progress and development,

= Promofe international coaperation

In an inceeasingly knowledpe based plobal economy, linkage and cooperation
between fations amd institutions hias become indispensable. The most relevan and
plansible points of entry for such exclianpes towards knowledge adaptation,
generalion and dissennation are the higher institulions. Thus, higher edueation
pramales conpenton and collaborative works with: development partners, repional
counlerparts e commumities, as well a5 eaching the esearch institutions locally,
repiomilly and plobally.

Major Challenges of Higher Fducation
Higher education globally Fwees several challenpes which can be grouped
italer seven Deadings, ns discossed Below,

. Faculty shortage amd development

Flecs shiscbape il skillial iuul'i'h':iull:ll'-: i AcTrien D b= piwsls oo |L"|'|'i{||':|- eilucalion
ayutenes it o e v Alithongh Afvica’s aniversitivs omght o be e breedimg
prownmds Tor the skilled imlividusds needed by the continent plagued by critical
shorage of teaching foulty and research scholars. The situation s more serious with
respect o the shortoge of senicr fculty al levels of  Doctors of Philosophy (Ph.03)
Pligher institutions i almost all Afrdcan couniries are largely unable o retain
guadificd  Gwaly aml rescarch scholis They also fsce shortage of technical,
adinimsteative and numagement stalT. The Situation is crippling nol only the higher
ingtitutions bt also alTects the other levels of educational services, health care
gystemy and ovemll economic activities. Shornge of Greulty and other staff is further
amplified, by bragn demin, eetirements, onaftractive working conditions and the

gtrition of FHVSALDS. .
[
L Coovernance, leadership and management

Weak leadership, management and governance exacerbate the challenges faced by
higher institutions in Afvica. Manbgement inefficiencies dreain scarce resources away
from the fundamental objectives of increasing access, quality and relevance and thinly
spread human and financial resources. Undertilized facilities, duplicative programme
offerings, low stdent-stall ratios, high dropout and repetition rates, uneconomical
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procuremant procedures, amd allocation of a brge share of the bindeel [ non-
-I:..!uq‘.:::iuunl eapemdiiures are largely  related o mansgement  and  Jeadership
metficiencies wd capacity linitations. Academic leaders are rarely trained in the
nhmmagement of higher education institutions. Generally institolion leaders at all Tevels
are puos i shrategie planning, macket research and advocacy, research management,
financial planning and manapement, lnmman resouree management, performance
ranagement and partnership building and networking skills,

. Proldems of guality and relevance

Aloica™s highe r education institutions Tice a déeline in guality of sducation ] leaming
amd resenrch Universitics pperale with overcrowded and  deteriomding, physical
Facilities, lindited and  obsolote  library  resources, ipsollivient  equipment  and
instrugtional paterinls, putdated currienla, anqualified teaching slall, poorly prepared
seconclury stu lenls, and an alsence of academic rigour and systemntic evaluation of
pecfommance, Lack of aceess o the global knowledge pool amd the intermational
avademic covironment has a big contribution.

“There im0 widespread concern i the relovance of cerriculs, as expresacd by the
averall mismateh Between programmes of stinly amd Iabour paarkel requireiments,
lostiteetivis i generally ineflective at preparing stadents with applicable skills and
reflecting the needs of the conployment market. For example, agriculwral education
and teaiing = ollen out of synch with labour market demands in terms of knowledge
and practical competencies, especially in apri-business, basic management and
problem  sulving,  Fduweation and  (mindng couriculn temd 10 be obsolete and
disassociated lrom the economy. Practical instroction recefves insulTicienl emphasis
A sudents have Liltle opportunily 1o develop feclinieal competeiicies, peallen
seiving esprericnee oF conanunication mel erganizational skills. Alsence or lack ol
elfcctive regional. national and  institetional quality assurance and enhancement
systems and agencies in African countries ond wniversities further exacerbate the
problems of quality and relevanee, Structured quality assurance processes in higher
education at the national. level are a very recentl phenomenon i most Alrican
countries but the sitaation s changing rapidly. Technical capacity is the most pressing
constramt i national qualidy assorance sgencics and instiluliimal systems.

L] Weak esesrch and Innovatlion capacilics

[hgher education inslilutions in Africa do not yel posses adegurate research
capabilitics, infrastructure Meilities ad  Tunding needed 10 make them  potive
heneliciaries of plobal knowledge andfor Lo generate or adapd knowledpe, imnavation
and problem salving. Higher Institutions in Africa Tace critical shortage of staif to
acdapt and generate kiowledge and innovale. There is litlle mvestment in research aned
imnovation, particulsdy i high priority  arens, such as pgriculture and natural
resources, applicd sciences, health sviences, enginecring mud technalogy, limiting
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their capacity ©o mesoingfully  conlribate o Afifca's development ol illll?|l_1'.'lf;:
thesrse lves to the glolal knewledee network.

Fx prmsion s development of post graduate edueation in MmNy coumiries is
very slow except in Sopih Africa. These circumsiances serionsly constram the
buililing wp ol (hose elements of national innevation systems that are so essenlial for
merensing nalional productivity. research capacity, aniversity {eained researchers and
professicanls, graduates with advanced technical and managerial skills and dvnamic
nniversity-industry linkapes,

. Financial austerity anid lack of capacily for diversification

Higher institidions in Suly Salisean AL {m are 1;r-i|i|,':'r'|[:,.' Comstpained by lick of
adeguate linnnee, due mainly Lo poor economic conditions, competing public service
privvities; amd wenk supyrnt of the iidernatiomnnl commumity. Financial austerities have
fexl o inability (o retnin quality faenby pod sialT, minimizing stafl-student ratio, sl
P dermdng el researeh Gavilities and resources. Instilmions are ncreasingly foreed
o diversily revenues, But usunlly with very limited experiches, expedise anl capacily
in l""-'”“".!’.i||i'-'. s challemgpres of lnmeziad diversiBieation amd resonree rescds sl fon,
e ekl wdeguate fonsling: has constrained  researel capaicilies aernss Alrica,
il iog i competitiveness in knowledge generation and adaplation, a5 well as
indepration in the plobal knowledpe sociery.

. Panw pliysical Gieilities and inleastroe ture

Higehser dostinutions o Advica have seen HIDe or mo inlEst et e imiprovements i fhe
fast dew deendes. Learsing, infasiructure is widely deficient due o insufficient bodgel
mied ovendependence on public finaneing, Infrastructure, such az infernet access,
libwary, fexibooks, cquipment, laboratories and  clagssroom  space  are  eritical
hertleneks resulting in deterinrtion of quality of learning, The poor state of facilities
abso afTects the quality of research and its ability o contritate to secietal development
anel proress,

. Inability o meel increasing demands for access and equily

Institulions in Afvica are increasingly unable 1o absorb the increasing demand of
studenis o higher education. Inerensing rumber<ef, studenls groduating  from
seeondary sehools led to cormesponding, |1rl."!_i?-:lll'£:ﬁ in the demand for higher education,
Tl current male of increase in higher edueation enrolinent is doubling in lve years
tlr.'I".I'Fi'.'.'::'lll-'l"ll' e J.'.e'.'r'1'r.h"-:|r.|!'r.lrr|'.-'.-f_.l'.-l"ft'r.'f.l'ni'i‘?.r.h_'.l'f:.'.'.fn.:'{rf.l'.e'.r.l:,.-"!'_:'q'_u'nu'_r:ﬂ'_I:,',i',llr.r.ljr‘l.-':.l [~ ot growth
of 15% n year - the Tastes| in the world). Among the unresolved challenges are the
needl o expand fedtiary edueation coverage in n sustainahle and equitable way, as well
as inequalities o pecess and oulcomes, in relation ta pender, ethnic groups and
geopraphical coverape. Graduste level (M.Se. and Ph.D)) students enrollment are
sl OF concern s also the small enmollment Gigures in sciences, engineering and
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peneralion sncd adaptation and overall national competitiveness. Less (han 30% of

atudlentz o liieher educalion iostilulions i Sub-Sabaian Alrica are eniolled in the
lelds of ﬂurlulihlat health sciences, EHE’I:IH‘I:‘III\[!. amd lechnology and lasic and
applied scicnees,

Conclusion

some ol he cliallenges faced Iy Alvican higher education can be dealt witl at
the instilutional levels, 2 number ad the nationnl level and yvet others reyuire n regional
approach. [T Alvican povernments and higher instilntions are (o mweet thoso challenges,
ey need to plan gl innovate, Their policies reguite commiliment atvd collaloration
af all the stakcholders, Thore iz no reason why African countries cannol frsins firim
thoze challenges into apportanities lo make their kigher edueation sector a viliaot el
prowluctive one

The 217 comtury s chameterized by a sociely whére things are changing in
such an exponentinl pace amd edwcation, in pardiculor higher education is regiired Lo
prepare stadents to adapt o (he chonge by cguipping them with skills: kowledge @il
infermation o cope with this astronomicnl  pace of change. To achieve this, higher
education curricular must be reformed (o bo respongzive 1o the demands of 1his global
change. The content of higher education progrinmme nist be changed o rellecl the
changing socicly in order lo prepare praduates who are  employable, adapiable,
resourceful, fexilile and cquipped with bazic skills and knowledgpe that will eiable
them o ke adlviitage of globalization amd what the 217 century has fooller,

Recompendalions

To overcoma plobal challenges in higher education in curricelum design in’ Alviea,

the Tollewinge reconumendalion are made;

|, The comtent of higher cducation ewricnlar should be nude o ctihance the
personal  compelence and  gualitics of the learner s well s 1.‘-!]1|i-||ﬂﬂ!'!.ﬂ
eofnpetency based training,

2. The wse ol 1ICT in delivery teaching Acarning in higher instifutions should he
made compulsory and enconraged to enhanee e guality delivery- in higher
instituticms.

3, Higher education  curdiculum  should  encourage  lechiological  intovation,
economic reconstruction as cultural diversities which are key Tcloes in bbb
survival in the 21" century

4, igher educalion corricolum should  encourage the infegralioh ol scichees,
vocilional cdueation and lnnmanities (o cosure all rourd development of lewners.

3. Education especially higher education musl be placed o a stealegic position and
given priorily in developmenl. This implies that (he curriculd must be
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resticliresl, re-orpanized and  relaemsed 16 serve the socinl, economic and
political peeds of the reciplents and the society in genernl,
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