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Abstraet !
This paper diseussed how information communication fechnology can be used to
pramote effective teaching and learning of social studies. It looked briefly at some of the
major concepis and issues related to social Studies and information communication
technology education. It advocates the integration of internet technology into teaching and
learning of social studies at the primary and secondary levels of education, The paper
suggested some basic puidelines Jor integrating the wse of information communication
technology inio the social studies curriculum and enumerated benefits of using imternet
technalogy for teaching and learning in social studies. The paper also identified some af
the likely probiems and prospecis of using internet technology for effective teaching and
kuma’ﬂg in social studies. The paper made some recammendations on kow lo solve these
probiems.

Introduction
The internet is a collection of tomputer networks that operate on comman standards
1o enable the computers and programmes that it runs to communicate directly. The internet |
5 beginning to play an important role in education. It provides an invaluable and rich
source of information to students. Some of the benefits of using the internet for education
= identified by Coulter, Feldman and Konold {2000) include: It
* Provides depth and content for learning in most subject areas.
* Allows the user 1o engage in enquiry by exploring nearly unlimited resources |
available on the internet. :
* Texthooks are often outdated, but most website resources are often -current and
updated frequenly,
* Instruction is less teacher-centred s students’ cunosity drives their learning.
* Allows students to leam at their own pace and time as the intemet can be assessed
anytime of the day. _ .

It is impaortant for students in Nigeria to take advantage of these and to prepare for a
globally competitive society. Teachers must provide opportunitics for them fo use internat
s=chnology while working together to access information, spplying information in problem
Solving and sharing their solutions (Lew. 2000). Students must become eritical consumers -
af information and leam 1o assemble that mformation in order to create a coherent product.

_ The aim of this paper is to discuss how the integration of Information
Communication technology into the social studies curticulum can enhance effective |
Saching and learning in this subject area. It is in pursuance of the henefits and the
miportance of information communication technology that the Federal Govemment of
Nigeria in the National Policy on Education directed as follows-

In recognition of the prominent role of information

communication technology in advancing knowledge and

skills necessary for functioning in the modem world there

is an urgent need to integrate information communication

technology (ICT) into education in Nigeria.

The National Policy also states that:

Govermnment shall provide necessary infrastructure and

training for integration of information communiegation
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technelogy in the school system in recognition of the role

of information communication technology in advancing

knowledge and skills in the modern world (FRN, 2004).
One of the subjects in the school system is social studies. It has been described as
terdisciplinary approach to the study of human beings in group interrelationship with
their social and physical environment (Okam, 1998). More emphatically, social
5 underscores the preparation and mohilization of learners for the purpose of enabling
cultivate an.awareness and understanding that would transform them into citizens
skills, competencies, moral values and reasoned Judgements to cffectively live,
act, interrelate and contribute pagitively to the cconomic, social, political and culiral
spment of their socictics. Intemet Technology, because of its wide content, has a
potential for promoting awareness and understanding in learners,

The National Policy on Education gave a prominent place to social studies within
chool curricula as a corc subject area, which all pupils in primary and secondary
Bols cannot dispense with in their leaming activities. This 15, perhaps, in recognition of
‘potentialities of social studies for inculeating the right kind of skills and viriues through

ed and integrated disciplinary study of man. Social studies is an eclectic distillation of
y disciplines including history, political science, geography, anthropology, psychology,
omics, religious studies, agricultural science, soctology, civics. philosophy, medicine,
wology etc. The epistemology of social studies is largely conceptualized on the theory
tegration of related subjects that stress, in effect, the need to make connections within

disciplines towards understanding of man and his interaction with his total
onment. This calls for optimum use of internct technology, which has a rich contem
wide coverage.
The multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary underpinning of the content of social
Bies calls for application of new dimensions and new orientations in planning and
Aesizing of a variety of teaching and lcaming techniques such as inquiry, project,
. role playing, problem solving, guided discussion. simulation technology and other
ods for the purpose of ensuring an attainment of appropriate social studics ohjectives.
social studies educator must accept responsibility for involving Jeamers in a variety of
oom activities. These activities should provide opportunity for the leamer to practice
wpriate behaviour, For example, 1o learn to think critically and form sound judgement,
searner must practice forming judgment. Thus, the use of infemet technology which is

imedia and pupil-centred in nature, as a teaching technigue in social studies will go a
way to enhance teaching and leaming in this area
Reading is one of the most important skills for learming in schools. The art of
g should be employed to foster the effective communication of knowledge and
standing, skills, attitudes and appreciations in social studies (Okam, 1998). Basic to
ievement or n!:q'uisiliun of all social studies skills is the leamer's ability to read a
' of social studies materials. However, the general high cost of books in Nigeria
b as a result of which many students cannot afford to buy books and the lack of a
7al reading culfure among youths makes it difficult to 2et students to read wide. The
of internet technology, which has a rich and wide content, will provide access to an
saustible source of reading material which will greatly enhance the teaching and
ing of social studics in Nigeria.

. In spite of efforts made in the past by educationists and government agencies in

ishing the teathing and leaming of social studies in schools and colleges in Nigeria
= the 1950s, findings reported by wrilers such as Funtua {1980) Ogundare (1985),
pola (1985) and Okam (1988) have identificd the following as the problem confronting
studies education in Nigeria:

The Problem of the Subject itself: Social studies as a subject is a new discipline

and little is yet to be known about it. The nature and scope of the subject and its
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Some people see social studies as; history and geography, some see il as civic,
others see it as current affairs while many others sec it as consistin g of many subject
areas. Social studies readily accept changes. It is not static like other subjects seem
to be, It deals with human beings and since human beings are hard to predict as a
result of changes in their behaviour, the dircction of social studies cannot be
predicied,

* The Problem of Materials: The materials for this subject are still limited. It
requires a lot of teacher's time to make materials suitable for the teaching and
leaming of social studies in schools. Hence, it is usually expensive for the teacher
to produce or purchase materials for the subject. .

* The problem of Teacher: There are very few teachers who are specidlly trained fo
teach the subject as of now. For this reason, teachers are borrowed from vario
subject areas to teach social studies. I is known that any teacher can be called ups
o teach social studies when its teachers are lacking. | Thus in social studi
department of various schools, you could find teachers of geography, history and
even Fine Arts, This system does not augur well for the subject. Even in some of
these disciplines of History and Creography they fail to realize that the methodology
of social studies 1s not necessarily the same thing as the methodology of other
subjects. It is also surprising that many teachers have sprung up from nowhere to
claim authority in this new field without adequate investigation and information on
the nature of the subject and its mission. It is difficult to see how one who is
ignorant of a subject can deliver it effectively. The position of these unsuitable
teachers has made it more difficult to debunk the erroneous impression that social
studies is merely history, geography and civics,

* The Problem of Evaluation: The amount of knowledge gained in social studies
cannot be easily evaluated by the 'paper-pencil method'. Social studics is expected
among other things to have positive effccts on human behaviour and human |
relations. This affective aspect of social studies is difficult to evaluate through o
systemn of evaluation which concentrates more on the cognitive domain. I

¢ The Problem of Texthooks: One of the problems facing social studies is the la
of adequate textbooks. There are only very few textbooks which satisfy the n
of students and teachers. Students as well as teachers find it difficult to gnmj?
smoothly with the subject for lack of adequate texthooks for the subject discipline.

* The problem of Resistance: Man by nature is resistant to change, Hence the
introduction of 8ocial studies has attracted series of eriticisms and protests in some
pans of the country. Despite persistent calls by the Federal Ministry of Education
and the Nigeria Educational Research and Development council on all states of the
Federation to introduce social studies in their school curriculum, some have
remained basically adamant to these innovations.

This paper holds the view that the introduction of internet technology into teaching
and leaming of social studies will help solve these problems. Details of how this can
happen is discussed in the scction of this paper on benefils of using internet technology for
tcaching and lcaming in social studies. Writers such a8 Fhaman and Clenn {1991) and
Tancook (2002) also supponted the view that the integration of Information Communication
technology in the social studies curriculum will enhance teaching and learming in this
subject.

Benefits of Using Information Communication Technology for Effective Teaching and
Learning in Social Studies | s

The following are some of the benefits students can derive from using information

Communication technology for teaching and learning in social studies:
¢ It was mentioned carlier in this paper, that reading a variety of materials is very

important in social studies. The internet contains a rich source of information that
the soclal studies students will find very useful. Acoording to Tanoook (2002), the




Amation :ammunicatiu,g technology (ICT) in all works of life, Access 1o
miormation is an essential tool for a meaning ful development of any nation. It jg
therefore, Important that {he social studies i
knowledge and usage of information communication technology. -

Akinbode (198]) described the social studies teacher a5 resembling the heart of the
mtellectual and social Jife of the society and it s through him that each generation
SOmes 10 terms with jis heritage, produces new knowledge and leamg to deal with
change. On the teachers’ part knowledge of what is 10 he taught may help 1o bring
out in the learner specific learning outcomes, lack of a working knowledge of whay
0 leach might constitute g critical limiting factor 1o the effectiveness of the
utihzation of information Communication lechnology in the teaching of social
Studres( Akinbode, | 981)

Historically, information communication technology is intepral part of human
society. [n many cultures today, information presentation and retrieval {the
‘recording of wisdom ang histary) are still done with the usc of speech, dramg.

Painting, songs and dance. The use of writing changed this enormously, and the
i_llvmpnn of the printing press allowed communication gg & massive scale, through
Sewspapers and other mass media
Most recently are technology innovations which have firther enriched the speed of
ommunication, culminating into digital technology like the radi
Projeciors, tape recorder, video, COMPpUleT services such
SCTVICES Computer Programme instruction ete,

Ivamu and Aduwa (200%) assert that at every level of education, educational
technology is percejved 45 a vehicle for curriculum enhancemen. Citing, Hadley
and Sheigold (1992} Madaniel, Meinemey and A.rn-lsl:rm,g (1993) Hannafin and
- Savenge, (1993) in assessment of the use of Educationg] Technology by Social

Studies teachers in secondary school in Western Nigeria, Ivamu and Aduwa, (2008)
indicated tha educational technology has the potential for enhancing student

leaming. Educational technology in this context refers 1o technology that is
employed in the classrobm for the purpose of student instruction, This they said is
all about computer based technology including computer hardware, software, CD

Rom, video disc Player and the intemet. These forms of technology provide

0, television,
85 infernet and intrangt

- Sueh programmes are expected
to link' schools and libraries around the world to improve education, enhance

ma[tum!I understanding, and develop vital skills of creativity, p-mblnn-m[ving in the
global setting. Aduwa and Tyamu (2005) reported o the progress made 1o provide
education institution with computers and to encourage in formation Communication

technology as an integral component of {he cducational process s a8 fo meet the
demand and challenges of globalization, .
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1 and
=2 of the internet. The use of Information Communication Technolagy (ICT)
Promates more meaningful communication angd s¢ enhances teaching and leaming,

The global trend s wheeling round, focusing and emphasizing the use of
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Teachers; Techmological Anxiety/Lack of Confidence: Many teachers who do not
#snsider themselves 1o be well skilled in using information communication technology feel
mious about using it in front of a class of children who perhaps know more than them.
Lamer and Timber Lake (1995) found that teachers were worried . ahout showing their
ipils that they did not know how to use the equipment and that it was the téachers whao
#xperienced this kind of anxicty who were less willing and/unable to make use of computer
= their teaching. In addition, pupils’ attitudes and expectations ' of their teachers’
sompetence in information communication technology are likely to contribute to this
=acher anxiety.
of Access of Resources: Mumtaz (2000) points out that information communication
ology (ICT) is invariably found in those schools that have high quality information
unication technology resources and that lack of soft wares can seriously limit what
Seachers can do in the classroom with regard to the implementation of information
mmmunication technology in teaching social studies. _
of Time: A problem that exists for teachers in many aspects of their wotk is that of]
*k of time available for them to complete given tasks and preparing  information
smmunication technologies to teach social studics, Fabry and Higgs (1997) pointed out|
=t leaming new skills in any profession requires day teaching with other commitments,
h as liaising with parents and attending staff meetings. Yet they do need that time ml
wperiment with the technology, share their experience with collcagues and attend|
=hnology related in-service training programmes. .
Aechnical Problem: Gbenga (2004) stressed that problems of teachers in information
; unication technology use can be caused by fear of things going wrong than lack of
chnical support. On fear of things going wrong, he believes teachers fear for equipments
Sreaking down in a lesson or that if they use the equipment they will do something wrong
d cause damage to it or themselves. Another problem arising from subsequent disruption
the breaking down of equipment is resistance to change and negahive attitude,
sistance to Change and Negative Attitude
To the uninformed, the problems of utilization of information communication
ology in schools suggest that in the teaching profession generally, there is an inherent
sistance 10 some change and this is another problem to some teachers’ use of new
thnologies in education,
Teachers are often suspicious of new claims and the
implementation of new ideas withowt proof of
effectivencess fand) teachers tend to adapt a new
technology when thar technology heilps them 1o do
what they are currenily doing better, [
Gidado (1999) has attempted to give theoretical explanation to the problem of
dequate or lack of facilities in our educational institution under what they termed ‘macro
Bcorctical frame work”. Under this term educational enterprises operate under politics and
sonomics of the wider society. According to Bowels and Gintis { 1996) what happens in
educational system is determined by the nation’s economy. By implication, education
bes not have an independent existence, even though it influences the society, its nature
ol functioning is most influenced by the nation's politics and CConomy.
rospect of Effective Utilization of Information Communication Tech nology in
Teaching Social Studies ;
improves learning for the teacher and students: Information Communication
clogy improves leaming because teachers will be able to recognize and pay better
ention to individual differences in the leammers. For instance, computer assisted
ction offers itself of individualized learning.  Students can receive accurale
tormation, access information and obtain immediate feedback (Abimbade, 1999).Gbenga
=04) asserted that information communication technology can be used to provide
ediate up-to-date resources using one or more media to a Jarge number of educators
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ers easily and relatively cheaper without incurring major additional distribution
us, whatever the situation of information communication technology, it is
ive that the future of our education lies in the ahility to provide these facilities for
teaching and leaming if only we are ready to join the global technology age and

has discussed how information communication technology can promote
teaching and learming of social studies. Computer and internet technologies are
. Because of technology, the way in which readers interact with print has changed,
the construction of meaning in both reading and writing. Students today must know
use technology when writing and ereating projects that show relationship among
of information to children. Social studies curricula are about building knowledge of
ld. This paper has shown how internes technology can be used for promoting
teaching and learning in social studies.
ml&w: also noted how Information Communication Technology can be used for
¢ of ensuring an attainment of appropriate social studies objectives, We noted
use’of internet technology must be extended to' the rural and riverine areas because
et which 15 multimedia and pupil-centred in nature, can be used as a teaching
e in social studies which will go a long way to enhance the teaching and leaming
dal studies in the rural and riverine areas.The use of internet technology will provide
haustible source of information which will greatly emhance the teaching and
of social studies in Nigeria, and also enhance effective communication of
ge and understanding, skills, attitudes and the methodology in social studies
T
ndations
Government at all levels should ensure that the basic infrastructural facilities
required for integrating internet technology in the social studies curriculum are
made availablein all primary and secondary schools in Nigeria
Facilitics should be put in place in schools where there are no computer and infernet
access. Cyber Cafes near such schools should be used for this purpose.
Governments at all levels and probrietors of schools should ensure that the basic
infrastructural facilities required for integrating interet technology in the Social
Studies Curriculum such as computers and internet access are made available in all
primary and secondary schools throughout the Federation, However, in the interim
beforg these facilities are put in place, schools which do not have computers and
intermet access should make use of Cyber Cafes around them.
Because of the importance of information communication technology to national
development, governments at all levels and proprictors of schools should provide
mformation communication technology ftraining for all practicing tcachers.
Teachers should also be taught how they can use internet technology for enhancing
teaching and learning.
For the implementation of the National Policy on Education, schools are to
immediately commence the process of integrating information communication
technology into all subjects being taught in the school curriculum and at all levels
of education in Nigeria, this paper holds the view that this will go a lomg way
towards enhancing teaching and learning in these subjects.
The National Social Studies Curriculum when reviewed should include the use of
the internel among the prescribed teacher/student activities. Internet resources
should also be identified as a source of instructional materials,
All teacher education institutions in Nigeria should be provided with basic
equipments, infrastructure and specialized manpower required for providing
information communication technology training to their students. Teachers in
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training should be taught on how 1o integrate internet technology into teaching an
leaming in all subjects, |

B. Government should put in place measures to ensure constant supply of electricity i
the country, or generator should be provided to power the information technol
equipments in place

9. Intermet connectivity in Nigeria will only be a reality when the three tiers o
government help to pursue it. An awareness campaign must be conducted by the
three tiers of government in all institutions of higher leamning. Adebavo (2002)
opined that it involves seminars, installation of effective telecommunication
sysiems, encouragement of computer literacy from primary schools, provision of
internet service providers (ISP) and a regulatory policy. This will help make the
infrastructure possible in all our schools systems. | -

10. In order to achieve high level of teacher competence in information communication
technology, there is a need to provide training, There is a great deal of literature
evidence to suggest that effective training is crucial if teachers are to implemeni
information technology effectively in their teaching.

This is because the campaign is capital intensive. Adebayo further opined that it
involves seminars, installation of effective telecommunication systems, encouragement of |
computer literacy from primary schools, provision of internet service providers (ISP) and
regulatory policy. This will help make the infrastructure possible in all lour s:h-:u:-lF
SVslems | i
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