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ROLES OF ROAD TRANSPORT IN TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA

(hwefasae Onokelwomaoma Wilsan and Onah Henry Heelay

Abstract
In pegent fime fourism Ras become an antremely pogdir wlobal activity, Asa service indsers,
(oirism has numerows tangible and intangible elements. Amongg them are: ransgportation and
aecnmmodation. This study examfned the roléy of road ransport in fourism development. R‘-’ﬂ"'-_
Infrastricture is u_.r'u,-:.fﬁmcnmf reguirement for tourism develapment. However, Inadequacy of
|-_,-jﬂ.r-j JH_ITH.'I’-H'HL'"I'?'I'I." in fermy -r_.l-f |"H.|'.Hrl'£}' it tf#"ll-.ﬁ'f!'._}-' Ii:ﬂﬂ'i.-ﬂf [:hﬂ _tr._ﬂ'-ir.‘fmi fﬂiﬁ“’ﬂl The PH}H‘I"
exploits quialitative resedrel) technigue and review of literature to drive hﬂ.‘_ﬂ;{ i ,I'.FDTI-'H'. The paper
concluded that, @ good road transporiation svstem will promite the I‘HHF"H_;!!I Andustey, integrale
and apen up places for development, therely, boost revente generation ﬂn;i' carning af such an
area and also lead 1o sustainable growth and developmunt of @ natitn, The praguer recommeridvd
amonir others the provision bf geod roads across the country and (o link the rural and wrban
centres af the country in onder to ensure safety and security of tourists.
Kevwords: Tourism, Development, Transportation, Road and Role.

Introduction

Tourismi is an ccononie activity that is concemed ‘with the entry, stay and mavement af
forcigners wside and outside a certain country, city or a region, it has been recopnized and
accepted as the fastest growing secior of the global economy. United Nations World Tourism
(Jrganization (1999) explained that tourism 15 u catalyst to ecopomic development of nations
hased on empirical evidences and not a mere political fallacy, In Nigerin, there is 4 new Federal
Guvernment policy thrust which recognizes the vast potential of the sub sector. With this, there
e indications that there are more exciting days shead for every tourists and the tourism
[{ifakionm s

{yver the years, many tourism organizations in Nigeria ire confronted with some challenges. For
example, poor transportation, inadequate road infrastructure; provision and maimtenance of
sortable water supply, sewages, electricity, inadequate finnnecebanking services, absence of
effective motivating and enforcement and lack of adequate nwareness. The paper examined roles
of rond transport in toarism development in Nigena, '

Ihe perception of tourism as 4 new human activity generating multiple effects was slowly
formed bul the first attempts to define it cimerged in the late 19 century 1o the carly 20 cenlury,
(Foniface and Cooper, 1998). However, the need to define it arises; first, from 2 technical
statistical point of view and then from & conceplual perspective, so a8 1o frame its scope :.1m1l
understand 1t's working, From then on, according to Bemi (2005), defimitions of tourism have
o i number, and there are many dedinitions as the number of authors discussing the topic
weeaise lourism 1s practically associated with nearly all the sectors of human social umi.wlm-.l
Froca conceptiual pont of view, some authors emphasize the seonomic aspect, others social and

cultural Teptures, and while others, the anthropologica - :
nects (Thibe: 1061 spological elements, and others still, s peographic
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O the basis of eategorization, they (nclude individual/group tourism, recreational of leisure
worism, cultural tourism, eco-tourism, health-tounsm, sport tourism, conference tournsm, et ].n
2 very emphatic approach, we might say that tourism is what visitors do, "'"h’_'::‘f" ol e
implicit in the UNWTO definition when it identifies tourisim as “The at-lnrﬂ.:}'_nf' PETSCTS
travelling™ Many researchers see tounism 88 o phenomenon, (Figuerola (1985); Tribe, {2006,
and Papadapoulos, (1981). But for Bull, (1995), “tourism is neither 4 phenomenan ot even 4
sunple et of industries” because 115 1 human ﬂgﬂ'l.rit‘_l,_? which #ﬂﬂf‘lmpﬂl“ﬂ human behaviour, use
of resource, and interaction with other people, economic and environments.

The first definition which endures to the tough and tick of time was that produced by B:qumkm
(1965), According 1o him, tourism is “the set of all the phenomena, especially economic anes,
produced by the arrival, stay and depariure of travelers in @ cenain staie oF nmrn‘nurt_i'i}’ and
which, as a consequence, arc directly linked to them®, This definition id““ﬂﬁﬁ? &mm“
such as economic ones as well as thase of “transport production” and of “social life and linked
their interdependence. Leiper (1979) sces tourism as the system 1n'f.'-:|l'-'fr1ng the: discretionary
travel and temporary stay of persons away from their usual place of residence for a night or
mare In tamn, in 1982, Mathienson and Wall, attempted a broader approach considering that
toliriam Cis the temporarny movement of people to destinations outside _ﬂinu‘__uI:nuJ places of
residence and work, the activities undertaken during the stay and the faﬁlillﬁ'mtﬂﬁ-m cater for
the needs of tourist. In the work of Mathienson and Wall, “facilities™ implies transport
infrastructure. Many other definitions could be cited.

The major sim of paper therefore, is to identify some of the most representative ones that bear
credénce to “transportation and travel”™, From the above definition, three elements of interest may
he highlighted; they are; “tourism is a sum of relations and phenom " Yt requires a
displacement of o location outside the usual residence:” it comprises anyone, whether resident or
not, and any place of destination; i.e, domestic or inbound (International) tourism. This definition
was ndopted, according to WTE, (1999), and OMT, (1995} by the International Associgtion of

Scientific Experts in Tourism (IASET)

Roles of the Tourism Industry

Mhe role of tourism in sustainable development of a nation is no longer a debatable issue in
national development agenda or strategies of the developing nations, Nigeria inclusive, Nigeria is
o country where tourism resouree potentials abound but has not been fully tapped and exploited.
In an attempt (o sum up the advantages or contributions of teurism to-a country’s development,
the followings eould be postulated:
IOuTIsm 1s an important factor of economic dtt"u‘t:iﬂpmmll, because, it motivates the development
Vseveral sectors of the nation™s ccomony, e it boosts urbanization by the continuous growth
wiuction and renovation of tounst facilities (creating and improving infrastructure and

[Miric -i-["'-'f11]'lil..'!j|i:;b;
urem  enhanges

nsumption. I enl

the demand on agncultural production because of the increase in

L Enlarges the market for local goods, helps the state to eam more foreipn
" helpmg i poverty eradication,
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sloyment in @ country, ln the effort to curh

s played an imporant role in most states, providing N
anges from work in formal arcas like sated hotely/S-sar hotels e
on, (UNECA, 2011),

ltemative  economic activities  such as travel  agencies, tounst

- &

. handerafisouvenir industry and shops as awell as other selling places.

unfold en the deplation of oil, (Onyeocha, riaji, Anyanwu, Ajoku, .
Maduskolam, 2015). Though, over the ye ars efforts hay & been made Lo increasc the Nation’s
carming through increased sol idd mineral & rh#ﬂiﬁﬁﬂmhnlg stage, Agamnst this

'ﬁmﬁ#lﬁhfﬂm ghift is the

An anticulated policy guideline that individual and organisations both locally and
mpernanonally 15 10 engage in the emerging ma ourism potent: Nigena with its enviable
rich gmgrmilicnl natural r:summmd iral heritage. offers a wide range of touns
potentials. These include extended and roomy flowing rivers, mountains and hills, ccean
beaches, unique wildlife, vast tracts of unspoiled natdr an Irm:u tropical forest, waterfalls,
rupidly FrOWITIE cities endowed with HCLVE ._ Ll IO, Tiflﬂ country boasts of huge
tourism potential that can be exploited tu boost the mation’s economic base. Other attractions
inciudé tmﬁii‘iuni!l Wﬂfg of Hfﬂm - - = :- T m_ﬂﬂh .!.nﬂ. \imﬂﬂ handicrafis colourful
products depicting pative ans Nﬂﬂfﬁiﬂhﬁﬁ‘*;ﬂw addition to this, Ojobor, (2008) observed that
ore are rich traditional festivals of various ethnic Zroups, historical edifices, and recreation|
parks that attract both hﬂlmﬁmmrﬁhtﬁlwmtﬁt tourism potentials in Nigeria

According fo Anyeogu, (2012}, 1hese afl rc m‘ﬁ‘#ﬁ«lﬁhﬁ fully tapped or are being enjoyved
by o few outsiders, who are rich ‘!iﬁilﬁminqmnnfmmﬁ-ﬂﬂ pleasure trips into the country o
are inscocssible due 1o poor transportation. nirast g. The lack of transport infrastructure 15
ohserved as a militating facior against M@thw_mmd bouriets both: local und
svernational. This impediment 1o the tourism sector has not been given adequate atteninion by
~2at sdministrations and has impaired the velopment of the sector, and by extension ol
ustmimmble development of the nation, Hlﬁ:ﬁ:"f

"--I.::w-1"m-.'-r 1::&51-[%-311;111'1:!:. & the movemenl ﬂf;_lﬂ:piﬂ, arimals and g:md:: trom one loeatic w

sother. Transport forms a system of organization in which tourist has a distinet place. 1n
Al L LIS

carid transpen and communication are considered Hs ezl pans making the tourie el
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ferriees. Tonarisin is all about travel and the role of trnsportation in its operation i vital. In arca of
accossibility, franspont gets touriss o the destination, usually by its various modes from their
vanous service reions. Sovial role, in this regard, the development of rnnsportition system for
totism has @ wocial jmpuct oo the social services of the destination as the transport modes
tacilitates acoess 1o healiheare, welfare, culture or artistic mmmummm
In the area of eeonomie growth and development, transport drives or slows economic. g
Tramapon facilitates mujor investment in lourism as efficient transporiation systems attract
ivekbment ot the destination such as the building of holels and other mﬂh}fm
(Shapping Malls Shopeite, Barbing Shops/Saloon, ee.)

Pransport has enhanced the liberalization of towrism  indusiey. Tran: hu .'qu o o
liberalization of some sectors of the todrism industry, !mh'ﬁmﬂ;ﬁﬁﬂ Mators, Muyi Lines,

Eiegbe Motonete, These private transport companies have seen wﬂmmh Fector
anid break the monopaly of the nation's transpart sector as: the on v play 'h-;ﬂiﬂwm
businesa These prvate players now play major part -i.]:_q. the af \

I D T

to an mnovative spint by players liunching unigue products Iﬂﬂﬂmﬂl— H Lo Hm
conties. Adesjuate taansport facilities are ensentinl for economic of the touriv

Centres Thus, tutisport is considered as infrastrucure of the tourist industry, since transport and
terinn are inacparable, Singh, (1975) expressed thal, “transport 15 to tourism what veins and
artilleries are to the body system. .

Iherotire, the rpid growth of tourism in the contemporary world is ot possible without the
asssstanee of developed means of transportation. In this regard, if o destination has good
tramspont fncihibes, 1 would certainly m:nﬂnmlnmimm“# mﬂn'hﬁw'mmﬂ?
b thern, because caxy accessibility Is o key factor for the growth and developmient f tourists
movements. The degree of sceessibility ereated by adequate and efficient transport infrastructure
cobianees the level of attractiveness of particular site and with ﬂtﬂ-w :ﬂ'ﬂ#nmﬂ:l[ﬂjf
and volume of jounst traffic, new area of attraction may be strengthened and sometimes new
aten (dostimation) may be created. According o m.'-ﬂﬂﬁ}, comfortable and effcient
transport Tacilities are the sing qua pon of the tourism industry.

i onclusion

Fenrisa cdfers apportumity for a pation’s development, Therefore, the role of transportation and
dlrastuctural development in order 1o promote the founsm mdusiry cannot be overemphasized.
Phis papet has attempted 1o give varous definitions: of tourism ns it relates to transportation and
sates that Touriam to Nigeria 18 a sub sector of industries and has abundant potentials for growth
11d can cortibute to sustainable development of the country. The paper therefore concludes that
PHere |6 a positive relationship between transportation Hﬂﬂﬂ ECONOMIC growth of the tourism
mdustey and by extension sustiinable dﬂwlw..#h nation. -n““ “the more dﬂ‘-’c!npt:d .

~ouniry, the more developed the transport system.” and ﬁlﬁuqllﬂﬂ_ﬂ}* the more developed the

it industry

Kecommendstions

tic above conclusion, the study recommmends thit:
rormment should neresse investmentfunding of the urban transport/traffic 1)
/ c
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wurism industry, :'_
- More research wtudies should be conducted so that the tourism potenitials of the country
we made public both to national and foreign tourists

«  The urban iransport plitners and managers should identify atemative sources of funding

of infmstructiure in terms of good roads, expansion of milways, development of airports,
provision and maintenance of basic amenitics ot pi .

= It is essential to take real steps for the planning, promotion, development and marketing
of tourism alang with rebranding of the image of Nigerin within and outside the country,

Tl.'ﬂ.n".i-llt'|11.IE ons, both the private and publi¢, should be well equipped irllq:.rilii-
‘management and tourism contingency pianning to deal effectively with such etisis and
restore the crisis-damaged tmage of tourism destinaticn.
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