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. the problem of marginalization of women and their low participation in poliics and
making has been attraciing a lof of attention from scholars. The fact that women ard
sabeholders in the developmental profect of any given nation cannot be swept under the
Alse the fact thar the hicdogical and physiclogical make-up af women mud jpen are
i clear, that nonwithstanding they still share common features with men in areas of
sl gualification, socio-coonomic stais, oceupational dextertty o meniion buit a fow. ¥el
are marginalized in almast all spheres of public life. In Nigeria for instance, Ihere 1%
o exclusion of women in public meetings, lapsidedness in polirical appointmenis af the
of women and some ather forms of relegation. Foreign language such as English
has also been the chief medium of commmication in political lerrain irreand aof
languages. This has not been helpful as women at the grass roel level are losing ol
a5 well made them to lose focus in politics forgeiting the fact that every human person
right and freedom to exercise his or her political franchise whether as a leader or as a
This paper therefore is concerned with the oprin of indigenouws languages as leverage
e participation in pelitics for national develaptent. To this end, the paper takes a look
Emgaage is, ils imporiance o the society and the role of education in this regard since
and educirion cannot be separated. The work believes rhae if language education i3
implemented, woren 's guest for political participation will accelerate greatly.

b Languages, Leverage, Women Perticipation in Politics and Narional Development,

Bwer the years, women have been relegated 10 the background in issuee of overall
ent cspecially in a developing nation like Nigeria. According to Ngara and Avabiam
s has been a tapical issue since independence Towards the end of twentieth century,
—her of both international, regional as well as national conferences have been orgamzed
ghe situation by creating betler awurencss on pender and women ISEUSS. 1975 was The
Women's year, United Nations Decade for Women hetween 1975-35, Rio
on Environment and Development was in 1992, 1993 was Vienna Human Righ
by 1995 it was Copenhagen Summit on Socisl Development, while in 1995 as well,
Morid Conference was held which gave room for 35% allocation for women in political
., power and decision making Evidently, Nigena participated in quitc a number of
s declarations, resolutions cum commungue and even conferences showing their stand

st of all these developments, women involvement in politics and other eruciul
snes s still regretably  minimal. Nothing significant hus been done in the political
capturg the broad concerns of women, Dominant gender is sull male because of

Bahly patriarchal culiural background.
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