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Editorial Note

In compliance with the University and the Departmental tradition, we bring
before you bundles of well researched articles from seasoned and upeoming
researchers contained in this journal, We strongly believe that the pull of these
researches will savour vour intelleciyal meal especially as it concern the
military and the rich history of their deeds in the anal of Nigerian history. We
sincerely appreciate vour interest in our Journal Labar: Journal of Military
History & Peace Studies, (LIMHPS})

Associate Professor Shaibu Ihrahim
(Editor -in-Chief)

Disclaimer: The view expressed in the articles in this journal do not
necessarily represent the views of anvone affiliated with LIMHPS or of the
Department of History Ni gerian Army University Biu, Borno State,
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The Administrative Chrenology of the Military and Development in Nigeria:
The Considerable Political development discourse.

by
Oghbe, Henry Ejotubu

Absiract

The paper examined the chranological military governance/adminisiration in
Nigeria, by extension their political development. The paper adopted historical
research methad which_relied on secondary data that aided the chronological
presentation gof the military administration. It also showcases Agricwltyral
Development Programme, Twa Party System, Petralewm Trust Fund, Creation of
States. National Directorate of Employment, Joint Admission arnd Matriculation
Fogrd, National Petroleum Corporation, Adminisirative Staff College of Nigeria,
among others as the military s developmenial policies’ programmes and, the
dichotony between Republican Government and Military Government in Nigeria,
The paper equally revealed C omsitiutional Reforms, Local Gavernment as third tler
of government, Creation of Stales, and maintenance of Nigeria wnity and promation
af national fntegration through programmes as the military s contributions fo
political development in process of consolidating Nigeria Republic.

Keywords; Military, Military Administration, Political Development, Republican
Government,

Introduction

Globally, every sovereign state establishes a territorial mechanism that
defends the state against external invader, which often refers 1o as the military.
However, the military at a time in Africa has greatly deviated from as noted by Welch
in Bamgbose (2002) political bystanders to political participant. The military
intervened in politics on the allegation that the civilian led governments are cormupt
and they are to restore nermality in government. In A frica, the first recorded event of
military in politics was in 1952 when col. Neguib overthrew King Farouls of Egypt
and was in ten overthrew by col. Abdul Gamel Masser (Eregha, 2008). [n the same
vein. in 1963 General Eyedema unseated president Oflypio in bloody coup in Togo,
which was the first coup in West Africa.

Similarly, Major C. K. Nzeogwu in January 137, 1966 organized coup d’ctat
known as the first military coup in Nigeria at 11:3Upm, which discontinued the
Nigeria first republic. This coup ushered General I T U. Aguiyi Tronsi as military
head of state {Otoghagua, 2004). Major C. K. Nzeogwu made 2 remark that power
was seized (from civilian-led government} to stamp Out tribalism, nepotism and
regionalism and they did it for the good of the country. Also, the second republic was
caused to exist by the military coup led by General Muhamadu Buhari in allegation
that the government was corrupt, maladministration among others. Eminue (2006}
and Adesina [199%) asserted that mismanagement of the country's resources by the
civilian-led governments have been one of the major justification/reasons for military
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intervention in Nigeria governance. This is why the military seen themselves as
corrective regimes' (Eshikena, 2012), which the military often say as way of
legitimizes their being in power (Bamboye, 2014). In this regard, the paper eXamines
among others, considerable military inputs to political development in Nigeria.

The Method of Study

The paper adopts historical research method which relied on secondary data.
So, the data are sourced from textbooks, joumnals, official documents, internet for
historical presentation of the chronological military governance/administretion and
political development in Nigeria.

Conceptual Exposition:
Military Administration/government

The word military refers to soldier or gencrally the armed forces that include
the Mavy and Air force trained to fundamentally defend a country against external
invaders/aggression. It is a basic governmental institution that draws its existence
from the constitution {Ubani, Ehiodo and Nworgu, 2007). Therefore, the military,
traditionally they are meant to defend the country against the external enemies but
deviated to political participation, Hente, military administration 15 a government
control by military. Military regime (administration) is an aberration and a negation
of democratic governance.

The military government associate with regime which as noted by Adebayo
{2000} vested respoensibility for running of government in the military rulers alone by
concentrating all powers in their hands alone. This is why Igbe (2002) asserted that
military government is dictatorship types of government that is acquired by military
through the use of force or the military might and the leadership is gotten through the
barrel of gan{s). Usually, this form of government emerge either by seize of power
from electpd government or from a similar government. Military government is
characterizéd by the following as identified by Agidi and Ugbeyawighren (2013}
suspension of constitution; rule with decrees; highly dictatorial; centralized power,
highly forceful; absence of opposition; lack of independence of the Judiciary;
violation of fundamental human right among others.

The Functions of the Nigerian Military

Section 217 (2a, b, ¢,) of 199% constitution Nigeria as amended states the
functions of the armed forces (military) as; defending Nigeria from external
aggression; maintaining its territorial integrity and securing its borders from violation
on land, sea or air, suppressing insurrection and acting in aid of civil authorities to
restore order when called upon to do so by the president, but subject to such
conditions as may be prescribed by an Act of the National Assembly and tb
performing such other functions as be prescribed by an Act of the National Assembly.
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Conceptual Framework
Polltieal Devel apmenr
Political development i made up of two words — palitical which connate
Eavernment whilg development refers (o the transformation. Shut (2003) sees
development as human activity with deliberate efforts 1o improve on living conditions
by ereative and intelligent use of hath human and non-human resources o transform

-

Eovernment of any nation which usher progress that meant to better the quality of life
tor the overal] benefit of entire population of the nation. Jt is the creation or
improvement of impaired institutions as well as modernization, re-organization ang
re-orientation of entire political system for good delivery of governance in country,
Herce, political development can be summg rzed as the transformation of the Various
institutions, values and attitude that form the POWEr system of povernment of g
country,

A Brief chronalagical Mii fary Administration in N iperia
Prior to military administration in Nigeria, Nigeria had her independence in
1960 from British as her colonial master and became republic in 1963 with Dy

Nnamdi Azikiwe as President and Sir Tafawa Balews as Prime Minister, In 1 966,

thereaf ter military rule again tilf 1995

The first Nigeria military coup was bloody, which was led by Major
Chukwuma Kaduna Neeogwuy and other Majors - Timothy Cnw watuvegwu, Emmanue]
Ifeayiwa, Donatus Okafor, Wale Ademovega, Christian Amuforg, | lumphery
Chukwuka and Captain Emmanue| Nwobodi in January 15™ 1966 (Okafor, |989;
Omoigui, n.d) In this coup, the Prime-Minister Alhaji Tafawa, Sadaung of Sokoto,
Sir Ahmadu Bello, the premict of the Western region Samuel Akintola, the minister
of finance Festus Okotie-Eboh and some Morthern Military officers among others
were Killed (Omoigui, n,d), However, Major C. K. Nzeogwu was replaced by the
appointment of Major General Aguiyi Irosi, who became military head of state.

The second phase of military coup inte Nigerizn governanee ocourred in the
same year but in month of July 28, 1966, which was Jed by Major General Yakubu
Gowon. The first coup led by Major Nzeogwu was seen as Tzbo agenda because the
plotters of the coup were southemers and mostly Igbo army officers and the casuaities
were mostly the Northerners (Cmoigui, n.d), This coup last from July 28 1 July
30, 1966 and it was mare or jess retaliation, which popularly regarded as Nigerian
Counter-coup of 1966, Major General Aguiyi Ironsi and other lzbo military officers
were killed and Major General Yakuby Gowon succeeds him (Ighe, 2002),

The third phase of military in governance in Nigeria was led by Brigadier
Mutala Mohammed on July 29% 1975 which overthrew Major General Yakuby
Gowon in bloodless Coup who rules for 9 years, Brigadier Mutala Mohammed hezaded
the military government for exactly & months and 13 days when the Bovernment was
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toppled by bloody coup led by Lt Col. B. Dimka on February 13", 1976, which
ushered General Olusegun Obasanjo as military head of state in 1976 {Omoigui,
2002). General Olusegun Obasanjo hand over power to clected Alhaji Shehu Shagar
in October |, 1979 as president elect, who governed the Second Republic of Nigeria
from 1979 — 1983, President Shagari was accused of mismanagement, corruption and
election malpractice (Bamghbose, 2002; Tghe, 2002},

The fourth phase of coup was led by a group of senior army officers who
unseated the elected government of President Shagari in December 31, 1983, which
ended in 1985 and the military government was headed by Major Muhamadu Buhari.
The conspirators of this coup were Majors General lbrahim Babangida and
Muhamadu Buhari, Brigadiers [brahim Bako and Sani Abacha among others (Siollun,
2009).

The fifth phase was a palace coup led by Major General lbrahim Babangida
wha averthrew Major General M. Buhari in August 27, 1985 and he became military
president. The former Supreme Military Council that had been popularly known with
each successive military regime was changed to Armed Force Ruling Council and the
head of state was styled president {Bamgbose, 2002). In 1990, Major Gideon Orka
staged a violent but failed coup tooverthrew the military government of General
Ibrahim Babangida. Furthermore, due to pressure to shift towards democratic
government, General Babangida military government hand over to Yoruba
Businessman, Ernest Shonekan on 267 August, 1993 after the annulment of June 12
presidential election whom General Sani Abacha overthrew on Novenber 167, 1993
but sudden died on June 7" 1598,

The final phase was caused by the sudden death of General Sani Abacha, a
situation that brought in the appointment of General Abdusalam Abubakar into power
in June 9", 1998, General Abdulsalam arganized transition programme and in May
29" 1999 he hand over power to the elected president Olusegun Obasanjo civilian-
led government, and there having been no military coup since 1999, which marked
the end of the military"s secand coming to power 30 vears rule in Nigeria {(Otoghagua,
2004)

Below are some of the developmental policies/programmes of the Nigerian
military administration initiated that having great impact on the development drive of
Migeria State.
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.

A Table showing Chronological Military Heads of State and Developmental

l"'rug rammes in_N}Ec-rl_:-] 3

Regime

Developmental
Policies/Programmes

| YEAR

!

General J. T, U, Aguivi
lronsi (1966)

Promulgation of decree No. 14
o empower unitary system of
government for Nigeria, With
the decree Migeria ceased o be
a federation but a republic of
Nigeria and Federal Military
| Government was changed 1o
Mational Military
Government,

1964

General Yakubt Gowon
(1966-1975)

S

(reconstruction of  projects,
reconciliation and
rehabilitation  of  displaced
| persans.

National Acceleration food
Production Programme
[mitiation of Industrial

Training Fund (ITF) to trained |

indigenous manpower.

The second national
gcevelopment plan

Administrative staff college of
Nigeria (ASCON)

MWational  Electric Power
Authority (NEPA)

Lot !
Post War reconciliation

Establishment of the

Mational Petraleum
Corporation {NNPC)

Migeria Agricultural Bank

MNational Youth Service Corps |
(NYSC) '
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1967

L

1970
1971

1970-1974

1973
1972
1973
1973
1973
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General Murtala | Creation of seven (7) states | 1976 T
Muharmmed
| General Olusegun | The  thirg National | 1975-1980
| Obasanjo(1976-1970) | development plan 1875
Operation Feed the Nation
(OFN) 1976
Local Government Reform 1976

Universal Primary Education | 1977
(UPE) 1979

Joint Admission and
Matriculation Board

—

The 1979 constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria

Genera) Mubamadu | War  Against i.ﬁ-a_iﬁﬂii:l“ﬂﬂ 1984
| Buhari (1984-1983) (WAL

Initiation of Environmental
Sanitation Day (last Saturday | 1984
of every month.

" General Torahim | Structural Adjustment | 1986
Babangida (1985-1993) | Programme {SAP) 1987
National Directorate  of
| Employment (NDE) 1987
f
Agricultural Development | 1987
'. Programme (ADP) 1957
Better Life Programme for- 1991
Rural Women
| Creation of two (2) States ol
| 1988

Credation of nine (9) States

1991 census
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| 1988 Local Government

reform

|989
| Initiation  of  Presidential
system into Nigerian Local |
Government  anchored  an 1989

practice of separation of
powers  (local povernment 1093
reforms of 1989} |

= | Formation of two party svstem
(Social  Democratic  Parly
[{(SDP) and Naticnal
Republican Convention NRC)

Option Ad system of Election

 General Sani Abacha | Family Support  Programme | 1994

(1993-1998) | (FSF) -
| 1994
1994 Constitutional
Conference 1594

Petroleum Trust Fund (PTFy | 1996

Creation of six (6) states and
i 181 local government areas,

General  Abdusalam | Hosted the 10° FIFA world | 1999
Abubaka (1998-1999) | vouth soccer championship
(tagged “Nigeria 99}

The 1999 Constitution of | 1999
Federal Republic of Nigeria
gave bith to  democratic
government in 1999

Source; Compile by the author for this study in the published year.
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Republican Government and Military Government: The Dichotomy

Nigeria state has experienced both military governmentiadministration and
republican government. As earljer nated in this study, military government is a
government control by the armed force, which i an aberration  because
constitutionally they are the defender of g country against external enemies.
Republican government refers 1o a sovereign state headed by an elected President for
tenure in office. In other words, republican government is also seen as representative
gavernment, which is a system of sovernment in which the peaple select candidates
usually through elections to represent their interest in legislature for tenure (isitoah,
2009). The republican system of government allows the people to give power and
confer authority on a group of capable people to govern the state on their hehalf in
order to ensure an effective government that will not only maintain law and arder but
also provide for the people’s well-being/ welfare,

Below are some of the dichotomies between the aforementioned governiments.

# Head of state is the president who is popularly elected by the people for tenure
in office, which makes it legitimate povernment. Military government lacks
a legitimate base because constitutionally military is non-partizan institution
of government meant to defend the state,

¥ Elected representatives are responsible and accountable 1o the people in a
republican government, Military governmenis are dictatorship, which makes
the government centralize its power and not accountable to the people
because the military men are not elected by the people but force fully takeowver
power from republican government (civiltan-led government).

» Republican government is constitutional and abides by the provisions of the
constitution; hence it observes the rule of law. Military governments do not
operate with a constitution hut decree; hence, there is no respect for rule of
law and no place for a parliament/legislature,

# In republican govemment, succession to different political offices is through
popular elections, but in military government is through  appointment,
deplovment or co up.

* Republican government is demecratic and there are limitations to exercise of
power by the political leaders but the military government is tyranny in
nature, it does not tolerate oppositions of any kind.

The military povernment lacks legitimacy, It does not enjoy the support of
the people because they da forcefully refuse republican government, However, mast
times for the Muiltary government to get the support {L:gitin?s:cy} of the citizens, the
mlitary government often embarks on infrastructural and ndustrial development to
have the suppart of the citizens while they are consolidating their stay in power. This
is why in Nigeria the military government established and constructs most of the
industries and infrastructures respectively,

461



L ey e L P 2T

e e ———

Labar: Journal of Military Histary & Peace Studics, (LTMHPS) Vol. 2. No. 1, 2021

The Military and Political Development in Migeria

Although military administration is an aberration by the dictate of
constitution but the administration has contributed a jol o the political development
of the Nigeria. Some of considerable impacts are;

Constitutional Reforms to Consolidate Nigeria Republic: The background of the
1960 independence constitution was the outcome of 1957 and 1958 constitutional
conferences held in London. The Independence Constitution of 1960 adopted
patliamentary system of government in which Queen of England was the head of state
and duly represented by a Nigeria Governor General, Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe that was
regarded as ceremonial head of state, After independence in 1960, on July 25" and
26" 1963 a constitutional conference was held in Lagos, and it was resolved that
Nigeria should become a republic on Octaber 1, 1963, which ushered the first
republican constitution of Nigeria which dethroned the Queen of England as the head
of state, and established the Governor General office to be known as president. Also
Privy Council in London as the final court of appeal Tor Nigeria was replaced with
Nigeria Supreme Court,

Migeria republic first, was characterized with many political crises such as
Federal election of 1964, Western elections crises of 1965 and the 1962 and 1963
census figures controversy, which gererally charge the political atmosphere. In
January.15%, 1966, the first reformed constitution under General Obasanjo as malitary
head of state who handover government to President elect, Alhaji Shehu Shagari in
1979 The 1979 constitution features among others repiacement of parliament systetn
of government with presidential system and the president is to be elected direct along
with the vice-president

Alhaji Shehu Shagari Jed civilian government was accused of among others
maladministration, corruption and massive Tigging n 1683 election that ushered his
government.jato second term of affice and he was overthrown by military led by
General Muhammadu Buhari and Brigadier T. Idiaghon in 1983 However, General
Babangida overthrew General Buhari military government and General RBabangida
military government drafted the 1989 constitution, which features among others; the
principle of federalism, which cansists af federal, state and local government, and
provision of two party systems. Lastly, the interim National government initiated by
General 1brahim Babangida headed by Emest Shonekan that supposed to have
operated the 1989 constitution was dethroned by General Sani Abacha, who died on
June 8, 1998 and General Abdusalam Abubakar quickly set up transition programime
include the 1999 constitution for a democratic government in 1999, The 1999 liftcd
a lot from 1979 and 1998 constitution, However, the 1999 copstitution features
among others; prevision for recall of elected representatives by their constituency if
they lost confidence in their representative(s) and provision for presidential execulive
system of ‘government, that is the president shall be the head of state, the chief
executive of the federation and commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces of the
nation.
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=

Local Government as Third Tier of Government: The military government under
the leadership of General Olusegun Obasanjo in 1976 successfully initiated local
Rovernment reforms that transformed local government council as third tier of
Bovernment from local administration system. Also, with decree 41 of 1991 General
Ibrahim Babangida led mil itary government introduced the doctrine of separation of
powers which inculcated presidential system into local government as thirg lier of
government at the grassroots Jeve),

Maintenance of Unity of Nigeria: The military government has helped 1o maintain
the political unity of Nigeria state. In 1967 Nigeria state almost disintegrated due to
the secession ambition of the Eastern region as Biafra Republic, which led to Nigeria
civil war of 1967-1970 to kezp Nigeria political enlily as one.

Creation of States: The military govemments created the 36 states out of the
inherited three regions- North, West and Easi thar was created by the Richard
constitttion of 1946 and the Mid-West region created by the 1963 republican
constitution. The creation of states strengthens the Nigeria federal system and the
Countrys unity as the minority groups to a large extent feel protected, :
Promotion of National I ntegrity: The military governments through theirvarious
programmes after the civil war of 1967. 70 promote National integration such as
Mational  Youth Service Corp in 1973, recomstruetion, reconciliation and
rehabilitation programme after the civil war ete. -

The military governments in, Nigeria contributed a lot to the political
development of the country; however the following are some of the military
Bovernment pitfalls:

®  The military government in Nigeria was hostile to criticisms and critical to
public opinion because they did not tolerate eriticism

# The military povernment also recorded violation of fundamental human
rights because people are detailed without trig) .2 the death of Ken Saro-
Wiwa and the other eight Ogoni people. :

= Although, the military accused lad civilizn Eovernment of corruption but they
were found corrupt as they mismanaged and waste public funds,

# The military governments did not have respect for rule of law; they
suspended the people’s constitution and rule with decrees which could not be
challenged at the law court,

-

T -

institution meant'to defend the state against external invaders but in Africa, Nigeria
in focus, the military administersd Nigeria for thiny years out of siXty years of s
existence (1960 2020). Despite the aberrant of the military administration as
constitutionally judged, the Nigeria military governance in Nigeria have contributed
tremendously to the palitical development as showcase in the paper, although without
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pitfalls in their administration as equally identified, Therefore, the following are
recommended;
#  The military should remain in barrack and play their constitutional role.
#* The military while remaining in the bamack, they should technologically
contribute to the country's advancement,
#  The military should render security advice to the police in form of partnership
in order to have effective internal security management.
¥ The military should respect the dictate of the constitution parliamentary the
fundamental human rights of Nigeria in course of their operations.
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