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—- ABSTRACT
:\/ Emerging securitiey in Nigerio hay ineviiably braught i boik inefividual and collective
sectrin: in Nigeria. The dilewsmia that Nigeria faces with insecuvities eall jor critfcal
= 3 invessigation of hovder entey points whether they are peyforming their strafegic funcrions.
There have been reported cases of ohild trafficking, econanile insecurity, hostages taking
== dhor effects so pumy ports of Wigeriee This Social sigma and ity gucenteollaids rale i
Nigevin have been blamed on government's neglects and  insincere approgcl fo
eradicotimg these problems fram the couniry. This poper secks 1o address the prrospacts of
Best practices in manegenient of security in Nigerla in order to focifirete and enhonce
_ process or goals of develapment that has actwally affecred HEis capmiry since s frecdon
S colonial dominearion, These med other issnes as wrong. criminal, inconsisient and of
varianee with the norms and values in African tradition and culture. This paper which
aclopts the phifosoplical methods af concepts, crisical analysts and evaluation af helieve
cined their possible affects on the connrry has gewutinely recommended that goveriment
within Nigeria showld take bold and fearless steps 1o diveanrage trafficking of raflicking
of children, kidwapping, hosfage toking. aniohg cibers et lievve acteelly vaode o alnrsst
impossile 1o @igin comparalive gocls

INTRODUCTION

Migeria is completely empty il there ius absence of sequrity among the citizens. Tt can never be attractive for
investment with areat and sincere heart if the virus of insecurity is not abrogated. This overview it an
agonizing reappraisal by patriot of the causes and the effects of the tconomic woes in the country in terms of
its security lapses. What are the problems that have actually made secu rity operations in Nigeria a very weak
and unstable exercise? And what are interplay of forces at work? The frustration arising from the
effectiveness of security operations in the country is now of such magnitude that many are asking the
previously unthinkable question: is there any hope? Particularly with the recalcitrant stand of the milimans
towards the security effort of the security agents. We are living wimesses to the killing of the Naval officers
in Lagos recently by militam shortly after the release of Henry Okah, the leader of Movement of the
Emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND). Tt must however be ack nowledged that the federal gosernment for a
very bong time neglecied the Miger delta region regarding their expectations over the benefits that comes oul
"B aof the sates of the oil that is the source of our National economy, political leaders of thought and state have
' alsa been at the Vanguard of projecting the pain of the people of their siate over the loss of their oil wells
and degradation of their environment. The guestion that engages the mind of realize is why the sudden desire

08 | on the part of government 1o ensure that there is peacs and why s it not working? An attempt to examine

these questions and fow others becomes the focus of this paper. In its effort or bid 1o restore peace to the
(E wroubled areas of Nigeria, the Nigeria government since 1999, during the Obasanjo regime witiated some
T policy frameworks 1o promaote peace opcrations in Nigeria, particularly in some trouble area of Niger Lizlta

Security agents for instance have been drafied to the area to ensure that there is peace and security W
_ enhance the socio-econemic activities of the people . again intermal efforts have equally been made by
= leaders of the regions to pramate peace/security but have only centercd on the parochial approach of some of
these leaders to achieve personal gain towards securiny operations. This has further expcerbated insecurity in
some of the regiens. The unwillingness and lack of genuing commitment of government o engage the
<ervices of security experts to tackle the problem of insecunity in Nigeria is another casual factor, The
Migeria government {leader) has long retrieved into their shells of assuming to know all and therefore have
failed to fully engage the people in the day 1o day securim operative areas through the efforis of the
“Vigilante”, Various tnalysts have at one time er the other painted out their views regarding the pood
security of the nation. They have not only explained the diversion of the genuine struggle/security operation
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ta bad practices which has caused more damage fo the system than the actual struggle by pecple thai are
secking for justice. In as much as the analysts have apily desc ribed the insecure siate of the country, their
views lack the substantive objective indicaters of this paper. First, they failed 10 take on any genuine
approach as advice towards ensuring a befer security operanion in Wigeria. Again. they were unable to
project a better aliernative to mainiaining peace/security. This paper is Merefore focused on some of the
better alternatives on how security operalions in Nigeria can be enhanced. This paper which focuses on these
other issues argwes: first. that the current wave of abduction. kidnapping, hostage-taking. indiscriminale
sporadic shootings in the sireet and roads, killing innocent and aimless citizens including woman and
chitdren is a clear manifestation of insecurity in the land. Second. that digression hag been made possible
and sustzined by illegal bunkering and arms dealing in some of the crecks and high seas: and third, that if
not for the regular support the illegal bunkering and regular supply of sophisticated fire arms these
divisionary militants would have ran out of arms and rerired back to their hide out. This paper is based on
the environmental theary, which assumes the impact of environmental degradation on human well being.
Consideration of environmental issues as causes of political instability and conflict. this theory exposes the
causes of the wedakness of security operation in Migeria. For insincere roles of the stakehoiders terwards
peace/security operation in their quarter. Sometimes when a huge amount of maney is given to therm As port
af the contribution by multinational corperations like SHELL, AGIP eic to alleviate the sufferings of the
people in a community where there is oil well, such money might be converied to some personal use at the
expense of the masses which consequently leads 1o the impaverishment of the people of the region.

The concept of security

The persistent and constantly growing saphistication of securiry gadgets and mechanism towards enforcing
neaces and security in some trouble spots of Migeria has inevitably chailenged the concept of security. This
i as a result of the crisis of situation Nigeria faces in terms of nsecurity of Yives and property. In order
iherefore to be able 1o evaluaie critically the logicality of securiry as it relats to its opération in Nigeria,
Sacurity coudd mean the means/procedures that can be adopted to prevent endangering the supvival of the
individual as well as the state. Again, it could equally be seen as synonymous 10 safety. Security could be
seen ag an integrated concept, nat just at the level of values and interest. They are also 8t the level of social
classes and geo politics as pointed out by Oboh Joseph et al (2009}, Furthermore, the concept of security i
an existing condition of peace and protection against danger and loss of life or property. The dichionary
meaning of security, implies “the activities mvalved in protecting a country, building or person BEainst
antack, danger ete, (2000:1063). The opposite of security is insecurity that is currently being wilness in
different parts of our country today particularly the Niger Delta region. In military standpoint; it is a
conditinfn of establishment and maintenance of protective measures fhal can guarantes inviclability from
kostile acts or enemies, Certain forms that further add gonceptual meaning 1o the meanma of scournty
inelude the following:

|, Threat —it is usually a trigzer method of a risk event that is often dangerous

3. Risk = a possihle event that could cause a loss.

1. Counter measure — Ways to stop a threat from triggering a risk event

3. Defense — The concept of not relying on one securily measure

& Acsupance — reasonable of guarantes that a secunty syslem will behave as expected.

These aforementioned terms are very imperaiive because they have inherent leakages to the concepts ol
horder, management and national security, Security remains the platform upon which the political system is
nstitutionalized in the state. A state of heightened secunty means that a threas has ansen and the very
cxistence of that state is m 2 flux, Security can be categorized into 1wo broad ereas, they are wradithonal and

human securities. For purpose of academic excellence and clarity. the need 1o look into them one afler the
ather mayv be necessary.

Traditional Security: this form of security can be viewed Trom the realist construct of security where the
referent obiect of security is the state. The dominance of this thoueht reached at its peak during the cold war.
States within this period belicved very vehemently i the coneept of balance of power among contending
<tates cither in the EAST or WEST divides. The soversigaty of nation received undue emphasis withi the
concept of territorial integrity under traditional security. States were deemed 10 be rational entities driven by
the desire for absolute power which manifested i1s ugly consequence by seramhble for terntories and other
clandesting activities least beneficial 1o man-kind (Stephen Walt 19%1.212). argwes that secority “may be
defined as the study of the threat, use and control of military force. It explains the conditions that make the
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cse of force more likely. the ways that the use of force affects individual, states and so% eTies and 1ne speein

are policies that states adept in order o prevent and engage in war”, Here, it i3 gasumed that e pemes
3eir hindrance to national security is external components of threats. 1tis roted that in Africa. the greztes Beex
e t2 mational security have been infrastate conflict and not necessarily interstate conflict are pytrastse -
D Rezponding o those challenged of intrastale conflicts. Mohammed Ayooh (1997: 130) a3 quoed =
the Csalebar, A W, 2008 smongly belioves that intrastate confiict arise as a result of political instilutaee’
50 sederdevelopment: “security or insecurity detined in relation to vulnerabilities, both isternal and externa
nitle -=2i threatens to or have the potentials to bring down or significantly weaken state siruciures, hoth terrilene
and and institutional, According to Ayoob, 4 problem necds to become politicized 2o have the potential L2
'H‘_F_ threaten the survival of the state. The politicization of crude oil in Migena as it s Miger Delta region has
at il sufficient tendencies 1o threaten the corporate existence of the Migerian nation
5
-
! on Human Security: This is a congept that is aligned o modern thoughts about :,-,‘.r.'t:-: urity, with emphasis
ng. on human safety and survival, It 15 anfagonistic to traditional conception of secufily, Though net discarding
the 21| about traditional security. but offering bener aliernative, Human security phlaces much emphasis on the
Arcs fact that referent objects should be the individuals, where the integrity of mankind is upheld. Its main targets
part are diseases, poverty. namral disaster, and violence rehabilitation of war victims, gender and human rights.
the These factars as noled here are live threatening issues that effectively constitute security chatlenges to
the nations globaily and Migerin in particular. Environmental degrudation, struggles for control of scarce
resources, bad governance and even energy appear to be a majer push factor resulting in insecurities. In
addition to understand the concept of security, Klare and Thomas a5 quoted in Eselebor, A, W, aftirmed that
_ security needs to be expanded obviously as result of reduction of geographical boundanies. Existing state
Cing actorh have been perceived a3 less able 1o respond 1w glabal problems of the environment and mternational
This financial crisis in cermency . Messrs Klare and Thomas advocated world security conception to tackle plobal
"’F" nature of security, Problems like many laundering. oil theft, iliegal diamond trade, advance frec fraud.
LI identity fraud, human trafficking and a lot more. Kiare and Thomas view global security a3 a closely related
[ the ta human peeds and human security. The inclusion of global problems is human rights abuse, ECONOIMICS
d h"-‘ erisis and ecological threats to respond to such emerging threats, Furthermore, Kenbooth s guoted in
F'“f‘l Fselebar, A, W. (2004) advocated the emancipation of the individual in human security. Emancipation
oy means freeing people from those consirains that stop them from carry out what freely they would choose 10
Ay do.. of which war, povery, oppression and peor education are a few. Security and emancipation proposal
s has both theory and practical that leads to stable security, Booth emancipation proposal has both infrinsic
a0 and emotional appeal, fell short certain tendencies as total emancipation of hemanity could create a
T condition of anarchy where violence becomes the order af the day. The freedom that Nigeria currently enjor
f"f_‘“'* is also tainted with pockets of agitatien and emergence of resistant movement by some ethhic institution or
ity rationalitics.
Objectives: Afier what is considered 1o Be a fairly long period of time of intensive expenence with
multifaceted peaccheeping and peace huilding as well as security operation toward enhancing a suitable
enviromment devoid of trouble and crisis, analyst have come to (he realization thet establishing & secure and
ctable environment is cne essential element for achieving a sustainable peace and security. As continued
instability in Nageria, particularly in the Miger Delta region impedes the restoration of normal lives for this
s of region and the country in general. Examining with reviewed interest avaikable tools 10 provide effective
BTl i5 security that will bring about development and sustamable hope is therefore the focus of this paper. Securiry
Lery forces are considered indispensable for establishing security and ofien are also used 1 maintain law and
d il arder in peacekeeping and related operations. The phjective of the paper therefors includes the following:
et 1he | Toexamine emerging challenges of insecurities in Migeria.
+ o determine factors that militates against elfective security management and practices.
3. To ascertain possible options and best practices towards security operation in Nigeria.
;.e the 4 Above all. to evaluate the flaws in the present conventional methods of Migeria security operation.
war
nding Emerging Challenges of Insecurities in Nigeria
15 the It is hoped and believed that where there is government the lives and propertics of individuals are to @ very
en by large extent guarantced and sustained. But security operations in Migeria have not in any Wiy help w
eher preserve the lives and properties of the people. Securitics operations in Nigeria have never really improved
ay he
L e the
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despite the fact that government has given enough moncy for security, The weaknesses of security of
operations are notice among the following:

1. Communal and ethaic conflicts.

- Religiaus imolerance and sporadic riots over trivial issues,

3 Persistent and reckless and robberies of individual, groups, banks etc. -

1 Polical assassination and murder of perceived political oppoaents 3

3 The emergence of ethnic militias as counter challenge to weak and unpopular regimes. arms struggling,
dumping of contraband and coupter fert goods.

5. laternet and advance free fraud

-1

Sea piracy and crude oif theft
8. ldentify thefi and document fraud.
9, Food insecurity as currently witnessed with global food shomages.,

Factors Responsible for poor Security Operations in MNizeria

The problems with security aperation in MNigeria are many and properties in Nigeria regardless of wliatever
that may be added including workforee. barriers. it is therefore informative to note the following problems
contralling security operations in Nigeria.

1, Lack of motivation and weifare package.

Abzence of highly sophisticated weapons.

Wass poverty and corruption.

Ineffective communication and sharing of information.

Inadequate and qualified man power.

More important, wavers lawbreakers,

Ahbsence of security education and general awareness.

--IEF\-lﬁ_-'l-'w.HI:J

The Way Forward

Good security operations in Migeria must be the genuing focus of every government fo secures innocent
citizens from frequent viofations. The wvarious crakeholders in the eaviromment of operation must be
consulied and be allowed to participate in security management. viassive build up of security agencies,
military wares are some of the easy approaches profered as solution borne of altruistic te security probleims
in Migeria. Berer sccurity operations in igeria will be highly sustainable 1f the followings are taken wnto
consideration:

{1} Repular consultation with key stakeholders m policy formulation, implementation and feedback.

{21 Facilitate Jegitimate movement while discarding barriers and obstacies 10 commesce.

(3] Help 1o ensure growih, peace and security in glebal economic development.

CONCLUSION

Secyrity operations in Nigeria should assume a more serinus dimension ta enhance the standard of living of
the people. Besides. there is the likelithood that people from different walks of life, globally might seek
genuine interest towards seeing fhe need and relevance to invest in our country. This is because people will
only be interested in investing their resources in an environment that is deveid of crisis and vielence. So. the
need for the security agents of cur country vis-&-vis the sincere rales of the govermment towards arresting the
crisis situation of our counry will not only encourage investment, it will promaote good peighbourliness and
ketter human relations. In addition, the recommendation given in the prece will goa lang way 1o enable the
country witness rapid economic growth and development if implemented
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