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CHAPTER 24
THE CHALLENGES OF INSECURITY IN NIGERIA; A CRITICAL APPRAISAL (2015-2021)
By
Efeurhobo Davis Ochuko

Intreduction

The chapter examine the security challenges in Nigeria. The objectives of the paper is anchored on the
fallowing; To establish the reason for the unending destruction of lives and property, fo examine the nature and
activities of these bandits, again, to dentify the implications of these hoodlums on the dev of Nigeriain general,
and fo identify the consequences of this destruction of fives and property in the Nigeria siate. This chapter on
insecurity was necessitated by the viclent display of weapons across the country,

The study adopted the frustrated aggression theory as thecretical framework and the qualitative research
anatysis method. This compelled the researcher actively involved in criical observations, case studies, among
othars. The stalemant of the problem is “can banditry hooliganism among others create room for any possible
development? Or can banditry, hoaliganism, kidnaping activities, redirect government towards pursuing good
governance? Its scope is from 2015-2021.

The research adopted the historical method because of its sensitive and critical roles in the investigation of past
and currents happenings. Thus the work relied more on secondary sources of data; textbooks, magazines,
journal articles amang others. The finding of the research revealed that kidnaping in Kaduna State, North Eas!
vis-viz Nigeria is one of the most disturbing problems of Nigeria. |t was recommended that government should
work fo improve governance in order fo ameliorate the lives of the people of Kaduna and olher areas where
kidnaping has become a hreat and o put an end to kidnaping and banditry. Government should also as 2
matter of necessity provide adequale secufity to enhance the quality of ives and of the people. The mativation
on the par of the securty forces o do the job effectively must also be in the agenda of the govemment

In order to give a clear meaning and interprelation of insecurity, there is explicit need to define the concept o
security, The idea s to enable the researcher to convey ameaningful and logical pursuit of what the entire lope
is targeted. Security implies or connctes the state of ceder, peace, amang others, anchored on the harmonious
living of people with the mind set of promoling a socio-economic relationship amang all, In order words, it is &
system that is govemned by law and oder to guarantes peaceful coexistence among the citizens of that locality
Therefora, there is security when people are going about their legitimate business work, and do other things
that are capable of guaranieeing haopiness, peace, amongst all. There should be sbsence of crists ranging
from vinkence, fighting, hunger, deprivations, murder, kidnaping and arsan, to mention a few, before you can cal
it security. It is on the strength of this (McNamara, 1968: 148), asserted that "any society that seeks to achiews
adequate conventional security against the background of acute food shortages, population, explosion, los
level of productivity and per capital income, a high rate of iliteracy or fragile infrastructural base &=
technological, inadequate and insufficient public utdities and a chronic problem of unemployment, has a false
sense of securily”. According to Efeurhobo, Emuebie and Okonkwo, (2013), security can be conceived as@
state of existence that is free from, danger, fear, threat, anxiety and uncertainty. Most wrilers agreed ha
security is a "confested concept (Bakdwin, 1957); Bayhs, 2008, Naidoo, 2008) but there is a consensus tha
implies freedom from threats to core values [for both indsviduals and groups). Anather bone of contention §
situated in where the main focus of inquiry should be an the individual, “national or international” sec
{Bayhs, 2008).
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(Smilarly, Arnokd {1962) quoted Olayimola (2013: 30) who states thal “security, in an objeclive sense measures
s ahsence of threats to acquire values in a subjective sense, the absence of fear that such values will be
aached. Insecurity, on the other hand is the sense of vulnerability to danger or ngk because it produces fear,
msion and aniety and threat {Efeurhobo, 2017). Having looked at the meaning of securily, it is imperative io
ok at the meaning of insecurity. Insecurity is the absence of security in virtually all ramifications. [tis therefore
: harassing and overwhelming presence of hunger, poor health facilities, terrorism, insurgence, religious
ored o6 . ence, ethnic violence, diseases unemployment, poverly emongsi others. There is insecunty when
. swemnment is unable to address the aforementionad sacurity risk threatening the peaceful co-existance of the
In the words of Alegre (2008}, insecurity is a feeling of society, lack of confidence and anxiety about
eselfl occasioned by unemployment that result in poverty that have consequences on youihs, economy,
cial and political development.

y saciety can make any meaningful progress when its subjects are being harassed and killed by agent of
security. The current situstion in Nigeria has been recklessly exposed to the whims and caprices of different
yy J ople, ranging from bandits, kidnaping, armed robbery and other social vices thal have made lives less
' sresting in Nigena. [t must however be acknowledged that insecurity in Nigena even before 1995 has been
issue in Migeria. As a matter of fact, it was one glowing evidence that masterminded the Migeria Civil War of
67 to 1970. And since them it has been the issue from one regime to the other. Many political pundils have
4 their lives in the process of aspiring to occupy governmental officesBola lge, former Minister of Justice. Pa
red Ruwane, Engineer Funsho Williams among others lost thedr lives due to poor secunty network in this
niry. However, it must be acknowledge, without any madicum of bias that the situation since 1995 till date
s become increasingly very alarming and unprecedented in the history of the country. The degree of death by
Boko Haram insurgency is the height of insecurity in Nigena. Since the emergence of Boko Haram in 2002
innocent Nigerians have been sent 1o their grave. Fafowora (2012) noted that a report on global terrorism
2011 showed that one hundred and thirty six {136) attacks were carried out in Northern Nigeria by Boko
am resuiting in the death of five hundred and ninety people

s nstructive to note that it was because of the viclent activities of these blood thirsty fundamentalists amidst
per faciors that led to the end of former President Ebele Jonathan's administration when he contesled
ainst Buhar and failed. Unfortunately for Migerians, their hopes were dashed to s2e that since Mohammadu
ari's assumption in office till date no meaningful effort has been made towards putting an end te the prablem
security in the country. Rather, the situation is getting worse on daily bass with different and more danng
ips such as the deadly and fearless Fulani herdsmen, bandits among others emerging. It is against this
ckground that the chapter of this book is set to inlerrogate the causes, implications of insecurity in Nigena
3 possibly point the seeming efforts to ameligrating the situation in order o promote a heaithy and
zainable environment devoid of endless acrimony and bickering.

sses of Insecurity in Nigeria

Nigerian political system over the years has been experiencing insecunty of different kinds. Findings reveal
this unending insecurily can be atiributed to the following causes or reasaons, corruplion, deprivations,
. bad governance, unemployment, iliteracy. religious extremism, impunity, ethnic differences, state
act, terrorism, social injustice, hunger, among others. Efforts will be made o examine some of them one
r the other 1o see how they have caused the Nigenan state backwardness and retrogression, parliculary in
ghly competitive world,
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ses of insecurity in Nigeria. The tact here is that the elite that
wicked to the point of not even caring about the faith and

situation of the people they are lgading. Added to il are the politicians whose interast and acquisition of wealth
matters most to them. Consequently, this lype of selfish and wicked achon \hat lacks pariotism and
eommitment to develepment can only lead to revodt, crisia and insecurity that s anchored on stealing, arson,
kidnaping. aesgssination, election figging amongst others. According 1o Oyovbaire {1982), leadership that is

poar, UninspIrng, cormupt, Dppressive and sectional can only generate rpzentment dissension and revolt. This

height of poor leadership that is horme out of corruption can De S8en in the unrelenting and une
the Boko Haram hundamentalists, The fear of the lslamic sect has now become the beginning of wisdom. Many
oeople have been killed by them. Property worth millions of niaira have been destroyed since 2009, by the
grganization which seeks o establish a “pure |lelamic state in Nigenia (Forest, 2012} has camed out several
sfacks on national secunty and public institlutions. schools, markets, churches and mosgue
\alecommunication equipment and intemnational institutions sych as the united nations busilding in Abuja {Ibaba,

2016, Uniil the leadership structure is patierned in such away that cormuption is checked to suil the expectaton

of the peaple, society will keep witnessing and experiencing such degree of insecurity. For Akinoya (2008)"The

eaders mismanaged the conamy and these results in the continuing manifestation of a dog eat dog gthos
which has bacome acommon festure af the Nigerian society

Corruption; comuption is one of the glaring cau
decide the dirsction of this couniry are gedfish and

Religion:
Religion & a mament of quietness that requires relating with God. [tis the process (hal requires man's humbie

moment with God, eher in prayers, praises of reguest of whatever kind, whether it is through Christianity of
Moslam as the case may be. According to Durkheim (1963), redigion is a unified system of befief and prachces
relative 1o sacred things. Marx (1967) sees it as “the sub of the oppressed creature, the heart of a hearlless
world, the spint of conditions utterly unspiritual. 1tis the opium af the poor, The idea of God is the keynote of 2
pervened civilization. To suppress religion which promotes and llusory happi i
real happiness. (p- 1407 Unfortunately, this mode of worship has furned many Nigerians agamst themselves
&6 a maiter of fa¢t, ithas become a major source of disunity as far as the country is cancern. Mary people have
kst their fives in the process of worshiping God in vanous ways. Over the yaars, through the early paost colonia
period many African countries confronted & number of religions and palitical problems most ofwhich resulied in
geyere political upheavals and economic distractions (Asike, 2017). People have had their prospenty
destroyad and their rights violated because of religion, Apart fram the division it has created on bath sides of the
divide. there is bitler acrimany e¥en amang mambers of the same religion because of sexual abuge by some of
the leaders. Again, the issue of fraud, distrust, among others have increased the degree of hatred and
animosity amangst &l 1t has even resylted in hate speeches and oiher unpleasant remarks by the supposed

warshipers of both religions
Poverty:

Poverty is a strong cau
poverty 15 provoked by mans wickednass o man, poorgo

s of insecurity mn Nigena. Aman whois patural poor is an unhappy persan, But when the
yermance, unemployment, selfishness, deprivabons
as It is currently the case in Nigeria, it can Irigger inzecurity, The situatian in Nigeria has become s0 alarmng
that a man without job, naturally blames it upon the govermment, since it is the legitmate and functiona
responsibility of every axisting government to make provision for jobs. In the absence of this, the environmenis
eharged with a lot of vitna
2004} dehumanized individuals and robs them of dignity. It pushes under-aged children o assume the: position
af adults and this leads to child abuse. In very recent lime, it is poverty that has pushed pecple into 8 ot of
\errible things that were nat originally in our cuiture. There are cases of peaple who use thair feflow humas
beings for ritual purpose, 3 mother seliing her child for ritual money and People fee

money. Thelist is&n
here‘ore musi be made to free ourseives from this shackie of underdevelopment and impoverishment.
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Terrorism;

Thisis about the peak of the cause of insecurity in Nigeria. Terrorism is a viclent attack by a group of ndhadusis
whose aim is fo make an existing govermment unpopular by harassing, killing and maming innocent cizens
who go about their legitimate businesses. The actions of this blood thirsty group still extend o the destruction of
property both private and public). According to the United State Department of Defense, terrorism s the
-aicuiated use of unlawful violence or threat to unlawful violence lo inculcate fear intended fo coerce or o
nimidale governments or sociebes in the pursuit of goals that are generally political, religious or ideclogeal
smilarly, Homby (2001), defines terrorism as use of viclent actions in order to achieve political aims of to force
government o act in a manner prescribed by the groups. Whatever explanation or definition of terrorism, one
ing is sure, it is provoked by poor governance, deprivations among others. Even if it must be acknowledged
al terroresm has been with us particularty during the first and second republics when polificians were kidnaped
nd murdered, it has never been this alarming. According to Nwaorgu (2014)° things do not just happened.
Ihey are caused. A people alienated from the state which continuously demands for their increased ioyalty and
atriotism are bound to be iritated”. Government over the years has always neglected the veamings and
spirations of its subjects. Consequently, the manifestation and proliferations of different violent groups (Boko
aram, banditry, Fulan| herdsmen, “yahooism®) is the oulcome of bad gavemance. According to Alapiki
£015)",. the warld has lost its innocence, not that there was much innocence earlier, but whatever there was,
neseems toexistnow”.

ad Governance:
Eadership that is tilted towards selfish and personal interest at the expense of the generality of the paople is
teived to be an epitome of bad governance. The Nigerian ruling efite including the polificians created the
2lming presence of the nauseating and aggressive looking youths that have constifute themselves as
ssance 1o the Nigerian society. There is hardly any section of the six geo-political zones of the country where
B s good governance. The efiect of the bad govemance in these zoness includes bad roads,
employment, diseases, absence of electricity, promotion of class difierences among others Bad
svemance (political economic and social governance) is among the majer causes of the problems facing
0ns as itis threatening to undermine the nation's democratization process (Shabbir, 2004), Again, Zumve et
}{2013) depict the contemporary Nigeria as a threat of genocide, bloodshed and insecurity over the past threa
ars due to the carnage activiies of lermorists groups of various groups and camps. Again, the flippant and
guarded remarks of some of our leaders have exacerbated the insecunty in the country. According I
awdle (2021} “When Gumi and some governors say that banditry is not a crime and that carrying AK-47 is
0l. the security agencies are being undermined *

nic Consciousness: The promation of ethnicity by leaders of Nigeria has further divided this couniry more
an ever before. This atbitude of the political class tawards pursuing personal interest has polarized and
ited the country. Consequently, everything in the country is now being done towards ethnic line. During
Ections, the situstion is even more glaring to see. You see members of a particular elhnic nationality queuing

3 voling overwhelmingly for their fribesmen or women. This has hindered democracy and progressive
emance. Nnoli {1978) believes that ethnicity arises from the desire of individuals to organize themselves in
¥s 0 enhance their competitive efficiency in a situation where they perceive each ofher as competing for
surces and positions. Corroborating the position of Nnali, [Ake 1996: 24) opined that some of us perhaps
3t of us are prone to giving foyalty to the community, the ethnic or national group. Life tends to define
sefves in terms of these identities and it is in oneness with them that we bacome intefigitle to ourselves,
oy freedom, pursue interes! and actualize our potentiglities.
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Siate Neglect.

Politics of our country has
and state respectivety. The
are narrowed o areas where

rest of small group and sectian of the couniry

consequence of this is thal development is slowed down as infrastructural faciibes
massive voles were golien dunng elections, Thus, leading tothe mismanagement
pping from the national cake,

hean shewed and tailored to suit the inte

of the economy 85 some sechons are completely prevented from ta

and this results in the continuing

Akinoya (2008) noted that the leaders mismanaged the econamy
manifestation of & dog eat dog athos which has become a commen feature of the society. Everybody IS
desperats to overcome the inadequaties of life even when thoee who have been supposedly elected b make

provision for just and enalitarian soCiety. | think good governance fhat is anchared on effective and humane
distribution of goeds and services will make abetier and happy socely

Good govemance climate ansures fthal enhancement of the
responsiveness, fransparency and accountability of the state and
the empowerment of the people (Ejumuda 2009 8)

Population Explosion:

in contemporary fime, townsicies have been invaded by the averwhelming presence of paople from different
work of fife. This unpredented number of parsans was given rise o undue competition over SCane TESOUNGEs.
This sonsequently has resulted 1o conflict which has gradually brought ahout increase in crime, insecurify of
various kinds (Futani herdsmen, banditry eic). For instance the grazing issue in Nigeria has resulted towanton

dastruction of lves and praperty, This unphasanldmluqnmmtamﬂ because of the unhealiny competition

for scarce tesources {land).

added to the above is the |ackadaisical altitude of government, Never in the history of Nigeria has existing
institufions of govemnment charged with the responsibility of maintaining peace and crder been S0 redax and

unpairiatic. Agree that there are instances where gavemmen representative address the security lapses
the couniry. But, this is very rare. The number of times they have been so unpatrictic and baEarme in their
than the degree of commitment. Consequently, this give 100

Jitude 1o security challenges hawve baen more
4 Fulani herdsmen o always strike and make fhe situation seem as if thefe 3=
ko Mwabufo (2021). “anocides or mass kilings do not just

iracy theories of ethnic and religious complexions.

sentiments, skewed and perceplions and assumptions.” 30, the law enforcement agencies musl wake up 2
Iheir duties imespective of etnnic and religious affiliation. We have seen instances where s0me of the law
enforcement agents are sympathetic to the Course of the “Bako haramists,” theraby coliuding with them 1o do
havoc to the country. This = not right. “Cur security farces must collaborate 10 taka the bandils and '

eover and restore the forest the enable our law abiding citizens 12 erigage in legitimate farming and fivestock

peoduction (Eze, 2021).

frr the bandits kidnappers an
no law enforcement agents in place. According
happen. They are usually harbingered by cONSp

The Parous nature of our border i another cause afinsecurity in the country. Those who are paid 10 da the job

aften fime compromise with the ~les of the game. This condemnable action arise from friendiiness of e
cusiom officers, police atc with the arsonists, kifless, amongstothers. Itis 1his high degree of famifiarity, bribefy
trat more often than not anable the criminals outside the shores of our counlry to infiltrate and invade e
siatesitowns with sophisticaled weapons in recant time, kiling and maiming innocent cilizens who &%

leqitimately going affer their jobs.
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Implications of Insecurity in Nigeria

The overwhelming presence of insecurity in Nigeria has some negative implications in the socio-economic

Sevelopment of Nigeria, Below are some of the bad and wgly implications:

1. Under Development of the Economy: The Nigeran economy aver the years has been made
impoverished by the negative and ugly manifestations of the activities of these agents of insecurity. For
instance. the activities of the Fulani herdsmen, banditry and Boko Haram have adversely affected the
development of Nigeria. This is because of the fear and anidety which the activities of these hoodlums
have creafed

2. Lack of Foreign Investment: Foreign investors have ceased coming fo the country to invest, This is
because of the unending and overzeaious display of powers lowards the viclent and the attendani
effect of death by the Boko Haram insurgents,

3. Distrust: The Nigenian society is having the termible affect of distrust arising from peoples negative and
terrible behaviours. It must however be acknowledged that in the time past, there were fraits of such
vices butnot as alarming asitis presently. Almost all sectors of the Nigerian soclety are enmeshed with
some bevel of distrust and dishonesty

4. Disarticulation of the Economy: Again, the society has poorly been structured because of the
potency for wealth and recognition. Not many are committed 1o the betierment and results of ther
offices, vis-a-vis the sustainability of the economy. Those wha are priviteged to make decisions make
decision that are more often than not, not to the betterment of the economy. Decision taken somelimes
is borne out of purely personal interest and not ta genuinely co-ordinate and developed the economy.

5. Abuse of the Rule of Law: The degree of violence in Nigeria has made it imast obvious for everyone
io see that some persons are above the law. Many a times, the Fulani herdsmen persisient violation of
peoples right has made most Nigerians feel that they are above the law since no man has been
prosecuted. The same applies to Boko Haram insurgents. Mare often than not, they are even granted
amnesty. A justification to do more wrong and get rewarded for doing bad. No society develop with such
alarming rate of human viclation.

: )

mpact of Insecurity on the Socio-economic activities in Nigeria's Fourth Republic
Ing considered some of the implications of insecurity in Nigeria, there i need to critically examine some of
possible impact it has on the Socio-economic activities in Nigeria's fourth republic, Below are:

1. Breakdown of Social Values: There is a gensral disconnect between the eldars and youths of the
society. The African fradition believes in respect for tradition and culturs which to a very large extent
permeate the social fabrics of our society. Very unfortunately, these traditional and cultural fies that are
anchored on social relationship have completely disappeared fram the relationship between (e eiders
and those they are suppased to lead. This is abviously because of the high degree of the bellgerent
atlilude exhibited by the youths, arising from their il gotten wealth

2 Lackof Hope in the System: The general attitludes of the youths, the elders, the elite and the political
clags have made the system almost unworkable There appears apparently to be no bond hoiding us
together. Because of the high level of distrust that kept us relatively far from each other. Honesty in our
society was the watchword in the ime past. The symbolic relalionship that existed amangst all was
purely based on trust, which consequently gave the system some sembiance of hope. In recent times,
the penchant for money and fame has eroded this trusi Consequently, the Nigenan sociely is drifting
left and right. Thereis ahigh degree of hopelessness and emptiness in the entire system.

3. Influx of Western Culture Imitation: This is another fermible efiect of insecurity. The high degree of
dependence of the ex-colonies on the culture of the deveioped industrialized countries of the western

workd is our greatest mistake. Permitme to say that violence is totally alien to the African culture.
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Our desire for western visitation/relatonship has emmoneously given us fhe bad side of their culture which
by implication has impeded our discipline life style. For instance, itis unifrican to see a feflow African
shaat his fellow with a gun at the slightest provocation. This obviously is the life-style of the white.
Cerainly not ours. Unfortunately, somaof us have considered this as ameans of settling conflict.

4. Tension and Fear: There s hardly any section of scciety thatis not living in faar. Either that problem is
emanating from the Fulani herdsmen or it is from the kidnappers and Boko Haram insurgents. You
could see shopkeepers practically locking their shops with protector while carrying out the daily
services for fear of being attacked. Unfortunately 100, zome of the law enforcement agents do nat hei
matters as they are seen in SOMe INsiances conniving with hoodiums, The siluation is 50 appalling that
people generally live in constant fear.

5. Poor produce of Agricultural Products: The unending insecurity has retarded the productive oulput
of farmers as a goad number of them na longer ga ta farm as usual for fear of being lynched or maimed
by the blood thirsty hoodlums. Consequently, there is the scarcity of fam produce which resulted fo
increase in food stuff as very few and scarce commodities are available in the market.

Cenclusion

The forgoing analysis reveal without prejudice thal insecurity In Migeria has rendered the Nigerian economy
comatose. This is obviously arising from the fact thal govemancein Nigeria leaves much to be desired. No right
thinking man wakes up and takes up fo crime as amaans lo survive, Even if some people are invalved in i, thig
is comparatively very rare. For every existing system to survive the leadership must be focus, sirong and
rurpaseful, The Nigeria society unfortunately lacks some of the virues of leadership, This poor attitude towards
leadership is clearly manifested during elecbons. There are situations where even those given leadership
responsibilities are seen giving bribes o the eleciorate that may nat have the economic power tovole according
o his conscience The situation especially in Nigena speaks to us of disappointed hopes and squandened
oppariunities and of a state that has been tottering on the edge of a cliff (Ekekwe, 2015}, Supporfing the above,
Ndu (2016) has this to say “in the light of the above it would appear that corrupticn is not only just a matter of
stealing maoney from the coffers of the state or collecting bribes which lead a great many to think of cormuption 0
only in relation to politicians and the police It seems t me hat every act of indiscipline which has money for is
end i an act of corruption”. So o reduce the challenge of insecurty in arder to promote a sociaty of healthy
living and growth, effort must be made to eschew poor governance, insecurty, amongsiothers.

Recommendations
The following factors have been advanced in arder to curb the problem of insecurity in Nigena;

1. Job Creation: Genuine and concerted efforts should be made by governmen! towards the jobiess
yauths, This is because abusy man is agrateful man. When a man has something occugrying him, i
or no effort will be devoted to things that are trivial.

2 Self Reliance: Again, govermment should come up with a palicy that will enable every citizen 1o ook
inward in the development of his country. Perhaps, the type of policy that was introduced by Juls
Myerere of Tanzania when he came up- with poiicy of Arusha Declaration in 1967, The policy was
anchored on a villagisation policy called “Ujamaa’. Here, every ahizen of Tanzania was expected lobe
involved in agriculture. The idea was to discourage foreign importaton.

3. Discipline: One of the problems working against the progress of our society, which consequeantly hes

rasulied to insecurity, is indiscipline. Govemment again must come up with very siringent measu=s

against violators of rules and regulatons of society. Whelher we like it or not discipline is part o
development. The desire to live harmonicusly while punishing offenders of law makes sociely develos

faster.
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4. Implementation of the Concept of Rule of Law: Mo one should be made 1o be above the law, An
offender of the law irrespective of hisher status in the society must be made to face trial and if found
guilty should be punished accordingly.

5. Leadership as a Course in the Secondary Schools: While appreciating the fact that leadership is a
course in the higher instifubion, it must be made a subject at ihe secondary school level. The idea is for
students al that primordial stage of leaming 1o get acquainied with the rudiments of setfling conflicls
and preventing issues thal may lead to insecurity of lives and property.
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