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Abstract

Suicide insurgency in Nigeria is clearly rooted in a varied range of perceived threats 1o

human kind. With the wanton displey of weapons of death by blood thirsty insurgents in the

Northeast Geopolitical zone. human lives can be imperiled by a range of issues that horders

an the socio-economic development of Nigeria This is even mone ,rrrelmm'm-n--:a'm the areaaf

capacity huilding such as human capital development The task of the article is [0 critically
I developing in Northeas!

the impact of suicide insurgency on huiwan capiid
theory os o precursor o critically examine the

Nigeria. [ndoing this, it considered the elite
manifesiation in modern Hmes. The article believes very SIrOng Iy and

phenomenon and ils

olsq observes that intellectual Inguir) of this subject is highly germane io living a life devold

af hostility and gerimony. [t concludes by concurring without ary equivocation theit suicide
insurgency is indeed a crime Against humanity, The article recommends the use of dialogue.
public educalicon and enlightenment ay well as traintng of special task forces 10 SEM the tide
af suicide insurgency. It additionally recommencds shart rule of Taw be upheld avways o aveiid
the resort by individuals to insurgenc) ay response mechanism o perceived alienation

mareinalization and iRjusce.
Keywords: Cuicide, Insurgency, Human Capital, Development, Geopolitical Zone.
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citizens and the use of political
determination by the siate apainst sclect
ethnic or political groups of individual
Consequently. this unpalatable

Introduction

Quicide insurgency in MIgEriad 1S
ahviously the result of povernment
ienorance. lack of appropriate response 1o

citlFens
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development has adversely affected human
capital development as no rational
inveslt 1n a rnidden
environment and expect to see resull.  The
cituation in Nigeria's North East
eeopolitical zone is as bad because the
emerging insurgents maim. kill. Kidnap,
rares, rob and waste lives and propertics of
mdividuais and organized groups that reside
nd operate in that zone.

It must be esiahlished  that

what marks them as

terrovisty Is that they direct

viefence againsl persons

and properiy with the goal of

creating fear in @ wider

audience than the immediate

victims, therehy, attempling

o gain political influence

aver the [weer audicnce

|".-'!4.i"|.JrJ.]'1.' 25

Corroborating the above assertion,

(Chioma. 2011) recognized that terronsm
glarted in the country as a form of state
backed violence but today, it is usually
linked with political vielence perpetrated
by proups without the power of the state
Apart from the civil war of 1967-T0 that
exposed her to some level of vielent
destruction of human lives and property
never has Nigeria witnessed such
unprecedented magnitude of waste ol
human lives and wanton destruction of
property as is cumrently the case the
Rortheast

individual CTIS1S

fr s @ combination of e
herent  damier T VOFioNs
dimensions af terrorism
caompelled rthe wonder

whether  Africom  demacract

crcourages vialence or

ferrorism or i s compeatible

with vialence (Adedhanmi
2i04)

The postulations by Adebanmi is nof
unconnected with the incessant and
frequent recurrence of violence in vanous
parts of Nigeria since independence mn
1960, In Nigeria, particularly in the South-
South and very recently. the North East
geopolitical zones, suicide insurgency 1s
best demonstrated in the form of mulitia
vigilantes which are defined as all non state
actors who resert 1 violence in order Lo
achieve their political objectives. Atatime
when peace building through dialogue,
conflict resolution and conflict
management strategies should be
emphasized to avert siate failure, acts of
terrorism have become a leading national
concern, therehy, ageravating the already
tensed political, social and economic
problems

It is no longer an issue for triviality o
say that Nigeria has now graduated from a
nation with minor act of terrorism into the
anachronic league of nations affected by
terrorism. Michael (2006). argues that:

The wse of ferror Toctics i3
imternational
relations and the stale has
been and remains o move
likely emplover of rerrorism
irternaliondal

MM n

within the
F1'5 Vi FEE ."Ji'.;n'ii' .i!.‘ mra'l}fl'ﬂ!.'.

Common targets of werronsts are arcas
of high population concentration. such as
miass transit vehicles, office bulldings.
churches and crowded restaurants and this
hinkage larpely explains the poor socio-
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aetivitics in the North Last
geopolitical zone of Nigeria. The desire 10
po into personal busness and promote skills
has pgone o moribund.  Consequently.
human capital developmenld suffers
retrogression and  failure. Suicide
insurgency is a dynamic phenomenaon and a
persistent societal problem ravaging the
country. 1t is tied 1o the stahility, survival.
growth and development of any country
Nigeria s experiencing an adversarial
impact of insurgency which is inimical o
human capital development. With the
existing records in the North  East
geopalitical zone, hundreds of able bodied
youths, with the initiative and motivation 10
drive the economy 1o enviable heights have
been murdered, property worth billions of
naira destroyed, hundreds of people
kidnapped, including the Chibok
Secondary School girls is known that
internal violence continues 1O SCare away
investors and retard human capital
development, particularly, 1n Nigeria's
North East geopolitical zone Without any
madieum of bias. the gravity of the act of
syicide insurgency n MNigeria Northeast
geapolitical zone has trivialize any
rticulation and initiation of human capital
development.
Conceptual Issues
Suicide: This is an extreme means of taking
one's life. usually as a resull of some level of
degree of frustration by the person
involved. 1tis an act of terminaling ones life

CLOTIOMIT

cither by hanging, shooting or with sell

induced substance. In recent limes, Suic e
hus become a common phenomenon Among
maost Nigerians to end their live asa result ol

crqsieation and unending challenpes, It 1S

defined as violent anack perpetuated by a
self awarc individual who actively and
purposely causes his own death {Abolurin.
2011
Insurgency: This is an armed  informal
uprising or rebellion by & minority group o
movement within a state against a
constituted authority. The basic intent of an
insurgent group 1s lo force political change
by the use of subversion, propaganda,
violence and or military pressurc mmed at
persuading, forcing or intimidating people
10 accept such achange. The primary aim of
insurgents is w forcefully change or over
throw an existing authority and replace 11
with their own ideological,
cconomic. political. cultural or religious
philosophical poals Boka Haram
insurgence 15 aimed at the eradication of
vestiges ol Westemnization in {5 Varius
forms and the establishment of an Islamic
State governed by the Sharia legal system
An insurgent is one who rebels against
constituted authority and belongs toa group
involved in an uprising
Human Capital: This 15 2 form ol
cesgurces as well as polentials that are
capable of driving the economy O the path
of growth and. thereby, contributing to
econpomic  development. According o
Fitzgerald (1992). training 15 designed o
rovide human capital with the knowledge
and skills needed for their present job. [11s
the idea. skills and knowledge pussessed by
man to 45515t in harnessing resources that
are naturally endowed with a particular
community or society. Itisasaresult of this
that there has become the compelling need
for human capital developnwent
cxisting sociely. As a process. they are

SOCI0

n EVEery
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continuum by which knowledge. including
the moral and culiural values among others.
associated with a given society is
ransmittcd o individuals and groups as
well as the manner by which such values are
harnessed 1o presote and advance societal
growth and development { Yesulu, 20040}
Development: Development could mean
the transommation of a people geared
owards improving their quality of life
within a specified period of time. Okowa
{1999}, sees it as that which comes from
hard-work, discipline, commitment. skills
and the intelligent utilization of the above
faculties of man in a sustained manner over
a fairly long period of time, Development
can equally be seen as a type of social
change in which new ideas are introduced
nto a social svstem in order 10 produce
higher per capita income and levels of Living
:!-r.:|u‘|__|_'|| more modermn |1:|;||._1|,||.'I.|-:1I1 miethods
and improved social organization, (Obi
2006}, 11 is against this background that
zome development scholars have come 0
squate development with westernization
which implies that any couniry that is
desirous of development must struggle ta he
like the western capitalist societies.
Theoretical Framework
The theoretical approach of this paper
built on the existing harmony and
ateraction of people within their
viranment. 11 calls for interdependence

nd harmonious bving anchored on
cealitarian type society with the perceplion

nderstanding  peaceful co-existence.
derdEnCe, patience. as well as establishing a
lid toundation for both the present and the
coeeding generations. The polmcal party

power musl as a mater of fact

accommaodate and tolerate the opposition.
This is because it is constitutional that no
individual or group is superior 10 the other
in Migeria, The principle of rule of law
should be germane for effective
governance. Political leaders must be
accountable and responsive to the people
they are ruling. Insensitivity of the
leadership to the game of politics and also
total disregard for the views of the weak
serve as means of nurturing belligerent and
guestionable behaviour. This conseq uently
resulls 1o suicide insurgency

Given the background of the research.
therefore. this paper is anchored on the
structural conflict theory. This theory has
two main subordinations. The first 15 the
radical structural theory represented by the
Marxist dialectical school with exponents
like Marx. Engels and Lenin to mention a
few. The second is the liberal structuralism
represented by Rose (1993) Scarborough
(1998} and the famous work of Johan
Galtung ( 1990) on structural violence. It s,
also. similar to transformative theory which
addresses the reactions of individuals,
ErOupS, cultures, institutions and societies
to change. Theories like Marxism. in its
thesis on historical materialism presents
conflict as mesily tied to econmmic
structures and social institutions.

However. the basic thrust of the
structural conflict theory is that conflict is
built into the particular way societics are
structured and organized. The theory looks
st social problems like political and
coonomic  exclusion. injustice,  poverly.
discases, exploilation. inequality elc as
sources of conflict.  Structuralists maintain
that conflict occur because of the
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exploitative aml unjust nature of human
society and the deminabon of one class by
another among others. This case is made by
cadical scholars like Friedrich Engels. Karl
s arx, Josel Stalin, Viadimir Lenin and Mao
Tse - Tung who blamed capitalism for being
an exploitative system based on its relations
of production and the division of society
into the proletariat and the bourgeoisie
classes. Exploitation of the proletariat and
lower classes bv the bourgcoisic under
capitalism creates conflict. Thus, capalallst
societies are accused of being explotative
and as such exploitation is a cause of
conflict. Itis acause of violence such as the
situation in the conflictive, tension soaked
and unstable North East geopolitical zone of
Nigeria.

According 1o the Marxists, capitalist
conflict will be resolved through a
revolution where the bourgeois will be
overthrown in a socialist revolution led by
the worker who will also establish a
socialist order.

Brown, (1994 for instance
acknowledged thar

Structural conflict theory s
remarkably strung on the
immediate and underlying

faciors that lead to conflict. I

presents o large aumber of

such factors that make the

emergence and escalation of
imrernal conflics possible

Part of the reasens why nsurgency 15
still o thomny issue in the MNorth East
geographical zone of Nigeria from the stand
point of this theory is that in situations
where existing structures are tilted in farvo
af one group while putiing the other at a

disadvantage such as 15 Lhe siluation m
Nigeria's North East. the chances are that
canflict will emerge and cscalate if nothing
is done to correct such anomalies

Impact of Suicide Insurgency on Human
Capital Development in Morth East
MNigeria

The negative perception as well as
damaging reputation of suicide insurgency
has impacted on the economy of the s iorth
East zone of Nigena in the following ways.
Persito (m.d.) submits that *..
terrorism and political instability have a
significant negative effect on the econom ies
in which they take place. Insurgency is one
of the greatest dangers to any society. I
poses a threat to internationzl. national and
human security. Nigeria in the last few
vears has been witnessing a rising winve of
suicide insurgency that is pradually
becoming a permanent feature i the
country's political landscape. particularly in
the North East geopolitical zone.

Suicide insurgency which started in the
North East as a form of state backed
violence gradually metamorphosed into
destruction of lives and property which
consequently, posed a serious threat 1o
human capital development Another
negative impact of the activities of suicide
insurpents 15 the inability of the stawe
governments of the North East zone where
these suicide insurgents operate to curb the
menace of internal violence which has
weakened efforts at achicving human
capital development. Suicide Insurgents
particularly in Borno. Yobe and Adamawa
states continwed to frustrate the initatives of
the young. enterprising and viable youths
who have the buming desire 1o promote 3

WHrs.
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selfreliart and sustaiming economsy.

The MNortheast Migeria presents and
knowledge roguired for human capatal
development
I'he activities ol sulcide msurgents

caused investment (0 decrease
immensely and income and consumption
have equally declined considerably. The
researchers have empirically observed that
violent activities of suicide insurgents have
had a negative but significant effect on the
GDP. investment and exporis of Nigeria's
“ortheast geopolitical zone. The incessant
bombing through the use of explosives have
affected ronal exports while scaring away
mvestors,

A vancty ol cross national studies
have suggested that insurgency profoundly
affects individuals and government(s). At
sdividual level. research indicates that
de nsurgency has a dampening
hological effect on people who lives in
e arca as well as on those who live far
gway from their relatives. Leuchinger and
Seulrer (2009 11|{n'u‘;c evidence that
smcide insurgency negatively aflecis an
mdnadual's assessment of life satisfaction.

Corroborating the above assertion,
Abolurin {201 1 yopines that:

have

e 1N

Lt
oL
-

Insurgency 5 a negating
procesy  dhd i threat o
vecurity. Il impedes

elopment arid CORSHMES

ife, it retoredy prowth and
crmdl

gaesircyy p I"-!'.I'H.' r'.l'_'l

¥ )
LT rasirt

ciure meanr for the
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mrencee that hes lo b ristally
eradicated.

Suicide form of insurgency 15 even
much more devastating. Consider the senes
of suicide attacks by members of e Boko
Haram suicide mission, particularly. in the
North East geopolitical zone. Such attacks.
targeted at both the high and low places
have seen the destruction of mosques and
churches. scheols, public buildings.
markets. motor parks. factories and skill
acquisition centres among others.  Even
more painful is the loss of innocent lives
that generates. galvanizes and replenishes
the human capital of the Northeast
geopolitical zone of Nigeria. These
destructions, no doubt. runs into billions of
naira in loss equivalent and degrade the
MNortheast human capital development
capacity

Numerows studies have shown some
eyelical links between extreme poverty in
Nigeria's North East geopolitical zone,
suicide insurpency and dearth of human
capital development. Standard of living in
Migena's North East zone remains pathetic
and this. combined with the religious
practice of the people has thrown-up mass
poverty and a culture of suicide insurgency.
Ihis in turn has more than other factors
become an impediment against learning.
skill acquisition. entrepreneurship training,
knowledge economy and general human
capital development in !his all important
geopolitical zone
Coneclusion

From the foregoing, 1118 e\ ident that the
impact of suicide insurpency wherever it
has existed 1s unquantifiably devastating.
[he consequences of suicide insurgency on
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fuman Lite. propersy and the environment.
particulurly in the North Fast Nigeri» are far
reaching. This is because it has scvere
economic. social and political implications.
Suicide insurgency remains a threat which
has to ke countered by every available
means for human capital
deve'spment and other socio-gconomic
aroeresses o foh off on human society.
Suicide insurgency in Nigeria's Northeast 1s
a criminal act that consciously violate the
laws within the jurisdiction of any state. In
Nigeria's Northeast geopolitical zone, the
act appears o be imtended to intimidate or
It

in orde

coerce the civilian  population also

appears 1o seek to influence the policy of

government by intimidation and coercion
through assassination. kidnapping.

maiming and wanton destruction ol

property. The amplication of this 1s that
zonal development in particular is in
jecpardy, Ojude and Shuaib (2013). in their
studv described insurgenl proups as
radicalized groups involved n mihtant
ethnic movements in Migeria. According o

them, the radicalized proups consist of

irregular or paramilitary personnel made up
of civilians (both young and adult). who
|1111‘:|1| have received a form of military
training and are armed with small arms and
light weapons (SALWs) which they use
illegally. Apain, the immediate implication
ol this is that insurgent act will cause human
the

immediate while income ang consunplion

capital development 10 deCreise in
will decline in the Jong run. thus justifving
the postulations of Persito (n.d. ) that “wars,

errorism and political instability have a

significantly negative impact on  (he
aconomics in which they take place

-

b

Nonetheless, it is imperalive 10
acknowledge that “every nation desires
national development... no responiibie
national government can afford to gnore
national development and hope to have any
meaningful target to which her governance
efforts are directed”, All said and done. it is.
the gquality of the existing human capital
that can he adequately relied upon to be able
to conveniently move a nation forward and
nothing more (Nwosu 2013,
Recommendations

Suicide insurgency global
phenomenon and a major threat 1o national
and international security Suicide
msurgency  poses severe  threal the
stability of the state system. the pace of
economic development as well as human
capital development, In order to be able to
contain these problems and achieve the
anticipated goals of the varied and diverse
communities in Nigeria's Northeast, the
following recommendations ars sug pested

[he security and human capital
development challenges of Nigenia's
Northeast geopolitical zone should be
holistically diagnosed and clearly
understood by both the Federal government

All issues capable

15 @

4]

and zonal stake holders
ol triggering crises in the region should be
avoided through conflict prevention and
manacement strategtes. This s because the

secirity and human capital development

L :
Yueshons n the Mastheast peppolitiical one

in] \“'-l'__l-'ll.'- [ 1 1 A '--\-"l-'-'l'.'-!;.l.‘l and
relanvely siable region 1% critical to
ceonomie  developmem in o peneral  and

poverty reduction in particular
\gaitt, povernence vis a vis election of

renresentatives into various offices should
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and must reflect the wishes ol the people.
his is “ccause insecurity of lives and
property in Nigeria often times. is bome oul
of the emergence of unpopular candidates
and those who do not know what 1o do with
power. People who may not have what it
1akes to be in charge of their family often
times find themselves at the comidor of
nower because of the politics of
maneuvering. Consequently, there are
bound 1o be issues that may create the type
of guagmire currently cxperienced in
Nigeria's Northeast geopolitical zone.
Good governance bome out of betier and
reliable representation is an antidote against
social instability. Good povernance is
defined by its relationship lo some key
prerequisites including accountability.
iransparcney. participation and
predictability just 1o mention a few
Dirawing on his studies of relative
deprivation and conflict in Northem
Ireland, Birrel {1972) contended that group
tension developed from a discrepancy
between the “ought” and the
collective value satisfaction. In his article
titled “Towards a Theory of Revelution™,

e

Davies { 1962, argues that “the occasion of

political violence was due to the
msurmountable gap between what people
wanted and what they could get. the
difference between expectations and
sratifications; this discrepancy 15 a
frusteating experience that is sufficiently
IRTEmsE 8]
rebellion or revolution”
derivation of what this postulation implics

and (ocused result in either

r 1 e
[hus. the lopicat

AEEING R

cond and effective BOVEFRILICE
solitical elnes

e importantiy.

he principle of

""" of

rule of law should be strictly adbered b
Anybhody. imespective of hisher pusstion 1in
the society must be seen to be operating
within the ambits of the law. A situation
where some persons violate the law and go
unpunished may nol serve as oo
precedent o ather law abiding citizens. The
doctrine of rule of law is intimately bound
with the practice of democracy. As
sugpested by Sagay (1996) “there can be no
democracy without the rule of law and vice
versa’
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