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Abstract

The paper examined quality education for sustainable national development in Nigeria. Over
the years, there have been the quest to pursue national development and one of such means is
through quality education. The paper therefore argued that national development is possible if
only quality education is prompted as a means for sustainable development. The paper which
adopied the analytical approach posits that quality education is a sine-gua non to achieving
national development through effective govemment policies anchored on effective
curriculum. The study further posited that the quality of education will be adequately
sustained when the content of the curriculum is explored and therefore becomes a
prerequisite for attaining national development., This focuses on the components of
sustainable national development, quality education and equally shows the nexus between the
¢ quality of life of the people in Nigeria. Often time, there have been some dismal performance
by our policy makers which rob off some of the qualities of education and make national
development a mirage. The paper concluded that national development is possible when all
the paraphemalia of teaching are put in place. The paper therefore came up with the
following suggestions; that the existing curriculum should reflect the outcome of the leamer's
ability. Again, teachers should be adequately motivated to give the teaching profession
' adequate attention, Government intervention role must be in tune with modern standard of
learning, among others.
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| [ntroduction could be technology, sports, culture, and

The desire for the attainment of national education, to mention a few. In all,

development is the drive of every existing cducation is the rallying point to attain

nation of the world and so every sovereign national goal. This is because education
state is challenged by different approaches has been considered as a means to improve
0 actualize this goal. For some nations, it the quality of life of the people in an

existing society. It is the key that unlocks
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the door to civilization. Therefore, a good
environment anchored on proper and
effective teaching will help promote
quality education which will in tumn make
national development possible. In
advanced countries like United States of
America, Britain, Canada, among others
where education serves as a mecans for
pursuing sustainable national
development, the effect of it reflects on the
citizens of these countries. For instance,
the standard of living is satisfactory, their
health condition is good enough and social
status is commendable. But the reverse is
the case in Nigeria despite the fact that we
provide education as a means to pursuing
national development. According to
Oguazor (2012}, the education we offer in
and outside the school system must
provide answers and solutions (o the
dynamic societal needs and problems
respectively. Cormoborating the
afprementioned, Adeyeye (2002)
maintained that one of the outstanding
human achicvernents of the past two
hundred years is the realization of the
importance of education for all.

S0, education in its pursuit must primarily
be targeted at the sustenance of national
development, bearing in mind that the
content of the curmiculum should be
adequately explored to the knowledge and
interest of the leamner. That is the student

could be helped to actualize some of the
ultimate goals of education which include
the provision of self- realization and self-
reliance, providing solutions to existing
problems, motivate the pursuit of
knowledge in the leamers in order to keep
learning as hefshe grows into whatever
he/she choses to be, creale a healthy mind
in a healthy body, among others. When
these fundamental goals of edocation are
not achieved, sustainable national
development may be in quagmire.
Stakeholders of education are the learners
and the learned who must bear these goals
in their minds to promote a healthy and
egalitarian society.

It is pertinent to acknowledge that, when
the quality education is bestowed upon the
citizen of a country, it becomes a
prerequisite for national growth and
development of that society and to achieve
this, teachers must devise strategies, come
up with innovations on how better and
quality services can be inculcated inio
learners in order to sustain needs and
development when the learners eventually
graduate. Dike (2005) lamented that
Nigeria has long neglected the important
gource of workforce preparation for

development.
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Conceptual Clarifications

National Development: National
development connotes things that make
realistic and meaningful impact in the life
of the citizens of a country. It could be
education that helps transform the life of a
people. According to Fadeiye in Ukadike
and Iwegbu (2010), national development
are those positive and meaningful changes
in the areas of social economics, political,
educational, and cultural aspects of life
which usher in progress and enhance better
quality of life for the overall benefits of a
particular people, or the entire people of
the state. The logical derivation here is
that, poverty, for instance, can not be seen
as a positive and meaningful index of
change in the area mentioned in Fadeiye's
description. Education is an instrument
used in transforming the leamer through
formal learning (social and formal
interaction). Education teaches morals,
tolerance, decency and other ethics that
enhance human relations.

Education: Education implies the process
of accepting and giving instructions at
existing institutions of learming. It may
assume & formal, non-formal or informal
seiting. It means the process of inculcating
transformatory experience and facilitating
lcaming through the acquisition of skills,
values, knowledge, among others. Lindsey
and Beach (2000) opined that education is

a process of transmission and renewal of
the culture of a people from cne gencration
to another. Education is the development
in character and mental exposition of a
man and his country. It is the total process
of human learming by which knowledge is
imparted, and skills developed (Ireyefoju,
2017). Nwaham (2010) sees education as
through which an
individual develops and becomes a
productive citizen. So, education teaches
skills knowledge and
creativity, among others that will enable

the only process

the citizen to rationally use such acquired
knowledge and skills to his use and the
society in general.

Quality Education: Quality education is
the education that is targeted at helping the
society to achieve the ultimate goals of
education such as the pursuit of knowledge
in the leamners so that they ¢an keep on
leaming as they grow into whoever they
choose to be. Quality education helps to
galvanize the innate potentials in the
individual to be creative and useful o the
society. According to Okokoyo (2007),
qualitative education is a veritable
instrument of change that unlocks the
doors to modemization, and the teacher
undisputedly holds the key to this door.
Sa, the teacher to whom much is expecied
must be scen lo be doing his work

efficiently and effectively in order 1o help
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produce citizens whose output will sustain
national development.

Susiaineble Development: Sustainable
development is the development that
consistently helps to hamess and promotc
the system through the use of its resources
(material and human) in order 10
progressively sustain a happy and healthy
living among the citizens. Sustainable
development is the kind of development
which continues for a long time with
progressive improvement in quality and
quantity. It is the growth of national
development no matter how gradual so
that it becomes morc advanced, betier,
stronger and long lasting without reduction
in quality and quantity (Ogwuazor, 2017).
So, it is sustainable development when the
resources of a given state are progressively
and consistently turned into positive uses
for the enhancement of the citizens and
society in general. The compoments of
sustainable  developments are  social
progress, economic development, climate

and environments.

Quality Education in Nigeria and
Sustainable National Development

Over the years, the need to achicve
sustainable national devclopment by
successive administrations have been their
concern  particularly through education

since education has been widely seen by

many intellectual pundits as the key that
unlocks the door to modernization. In
developed countries of the world like
United States of America, Britain, Canada
and Germany, to mention a few, education
has made tremendous and  very
overwhelming impact in the lives of the
citizens of these aforementioned countries.
Often the studies

embarked upon by researchers make

times, different
justifiable realistic impacts in the lives and
economy of these nations. This is because
some of them are creative enough to
practicalise what they have been exposed
to through learning in various institutions.
Even when employed by the government,
their creativity is felt in their vanous
departments. For those who would not
work for the government in order to have
very
fabulously in helping to galvanize the

some level of autonomy, help
growth of the cconomy through their

personal  initiatives  in  their private
industries and companies. The overall
effect of such endeavour is to help
promote and sustain national development
af such country. This helps to promote
happiness and good life in the form of
human development. It is about people
realizing their potentials, increasing their
choices and enjoying the freedom to lead
the lives they value (Obanya, 2014). The
idea here is, the goal of education is mof

primarily to seek knowledge as the case
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may be, but to transform the acquired
knowledge into practical actualization of
human goals, That is to create the
possibility of personal invention and
discovery, and produce capable men and
women with innovative ideas on how o
asgigt in their individual capacities and
move or turn the world around.

Unfortunately, this has not been the case in
Nigeria. The poor quality of education has
reflected in our character and leaming,
Almost everyone wants to regurgitate what
he or she learnt in the higher institutions
without any sense of creativity.
Consequently, we have now in our society
graduates whose vested arcas of interest
are to organize examination centres for
students to cheat in order to pass their
examinations; Doctors who can not
diagnose sick patients and offer the right
prescriptions; Lawyers who can  nol
effectively dispense justice; judges who
must take brbe before they will
conscientiously and dutifully pronounce
judgment; graduates turning out (0 become
kidnappers and “Okada” niders with the
flimsy excuse that government could not
provide jobs for them. The obvious and
glaring truth is that their creativity over
what they learnt in the higher institution
have eluded them. What is important fo us
is that entreprencurship is synonymous
with innovation, which brings about a new

production function that enables an
economy to achieve a higher equilibrium
level, In order words, innovations help the
entreprencur Lo attain greater levels of
productivity and that constitutes the
progress

BESENCE of COONOMmMIC

(Inegbenebor & Iredia, 1995).

Quality education in Nigeria is not aimed
at gender equality. In our country, we have
maore of the men pursuing education with
every enthusiasm and jettisoning the
personal  ambition of the women.
Consequently, the women become eithcr
nannies or full-time house-wives litering
the homes with children like rabbits
without proper and adequate care. No
doubt, sustainable national development
will suffer. This is because human capital
development is an antidole to national
development. According to Humphreys
and Crawfurd (2015), there is gender
inequality in school enrolment with less
female enrolments in the Morth, while the
reverse is the case in the South West,
South-South and South Easl. This has
affected women participation in politics
and governance and other echelons of
human administration.

As obscrved by Mwosu and Ibe (2014),
gender ineguality in Nigeria will further
widen if the motion by the Nigeria military
to end admission of female cadets into
combatant course of the Nigeria Defence
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hcad:arlyinuphdd.mg:ndﬂwisuf
considerable significance in development
gmdiﬁ.ﬂﬁ:mm'niummmuwhunit
is remembered that sbout TWo thirds of
il!ium:paupisinﬂuwmdmfmﬂlﬂ
(World Bank, 2003). In this regard,
UNICEF (2011) notes that girl-child
mlﬂmliummuffmﬁwmdfnujunt
immuwmdpmpmﬂmdﬂrm
when females are educated  and
¢mpuwuﬁ.ﬂwbm=ﬁmmimm&mly
felt in the construction- of felt citizenship
and strengthening  of wraditions of
solidarity and promotion of socially
egalitarian relations and expansion of
mnmumitgrﬂlmammgpndm.

Another factor that the supposed quality of
education does not promote in Nigeria is
character. Whether we like it or not a
man's image is his character. More often
mmnummammewhumdinmly
should show good and exemplary
character for others to emulate behave like
somebody who never went 0 (the
university. Suffice to say thal this same
pizarre behaviour follows some of us
outside the shores of this country.
Character helps in sustaining national
development. When another country that
may have the desire to invest in Nigeria
knows that some Nigerians have criminal
rendencies or not straight forward in their

dealings, she may ccase 10 come and

jnvest. In Nigena, education has been
identified as the key that would unlock the
pmmﬁnhnfnurpmphmﬂwyshiwfm
greater prosperity {Mational University
Commission, 2004; Elundayo & Ajayi,
2009}

So, the Nigerian sociely must and should
begin to imbibe the culture of looking
beyond mere expression of what 15 leamnt
in the higher institutions. The ahility to
practicalise whal is learnt with high
initiatives and inpovations will not only
enhance the status of the individual but
also  susiain development.
UNESCO (2013) advocates that education

national

is not only a means of obtaining access 0
information and freedom of expression and
association, but also for gaining the
ppportunity to live a long and fruitful life.

For many yecars in MNigena, sUCCcessive
governments have taken it as a challenge
1o use quality education to achieve
national goals and recognition in 8 highly
€ itive  global world. This 18
shviously so because education has been
widely considered as a fundamental and
indispensablc means of unlocking the
human mind and giving graduate
protection to his personality. As good as
thiz endeavour may S, millions o©f
people year in year oul are ohviously
added to the list of highly illiterate people.
Consequently, our unfinished business as a
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sovereign stale is 0 consistently and
eamestly be in pursuit of literacy. It is
pertinent to say that in Nigeria the quality
of education leaves much to be desired.

Adequate attention often time is not
devoted to the education sector which
makes it laughable and mockery in the
eyes of many and the international
community in general. At any rate,
‘education for all’ should not just be a
slogan because Nigeria did not achieve the
education component of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) of United
Nations. Among other priorities envisaged
is the attainment of universal enrolment in
primary education and a strong tertiary
education system to support development
efforts (Economic Commission for Africa,
2015). Even then, since the World
Education Forum in Dakar in 2000
(UNESCO 2000), there has been a global
resurgence in the recognition of the
indispensable role education plays in
economic and social development. Nigeria

i5 no cxception to this global awareness

and the povernment has embraced basic
education for all as an integral part of its
development strategy (National Planming
Commission, 2004).

Even with this, the quality of education in
Nigeria is still abysmally poor and
disgusting. The impact is not in anyway
being felt in our national endeavour.
Education is described as qualitative when
its set goals are congruent with its context,
and the inputs and processes meet
minimum standard that is internationally
recognized  (Odili, 2019). Perhaps,
sustainable development indicators will
help to give a clearer picture regarding the
poor quality of education in Nigeria.

The United Nations Economic and Society
Affair Department has worked consistently
on the development of indicators of
sustainable development and produced 15
core areas thal impact on  human

happiness.

Below is the table.
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Table 1: Sustainable Development Indicators Themes

w THEMES - FOCUS AREAS
Poverty
== Income poverty income inequality sanitation
drinking waler access to energy living
conditions
2 Governance =  Crime
- Corruption
Health = l - Montality and natality
- Healthcare delivery

- Mutntional status

Education - Educational quality
- Literacy

Population
Tourism

Vulnerability to natural hazards
- Disaster preparedness and respanse

= Climate change
- Ozone layer depletion
Air quality

Land uzes and status
=  Desertification

- Agriculture, forests and wildlife I

- Coastal zones
- Fisheries
=  Marine environment I

|~ v
e SO

12 Economic development - Spstainable public finance
- Employment

Oceans, seas and coasts
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Gilobal economic partnersh

ICT
Research and development

Trade
External financing

Material consumption
Energy use
Waste gencration and management

Source: UN Economic and Social Affairs. (2007)

Sustainable development as it were should
reflect all these aforementioned indicators,
such as overcoming poverty, EOVCITANCE,
health, among others. Unfortunately, in
Nigeria the quality of education moare
often than not leaves the average Nigerian
graduate with the striking problem of
poverty that reflecls poor income, poor
drinking water, poor living conditions, and
so on. Again, another indicator that serves
as the outcome of poor quality education
from the table shown is governance. Some
of these graduates end up in crime and
comupt practices as means of survival. We
have “419ners”, “vahoo boys", tncksters
in our political system. Talking abou
sducation as another indicator is the fact
that the sewin:s.ﬂf education arc even
more in quantity than quality which makes
mockery of the entire system. Thus, our
sociely is full of graduates that are
unemployable and unenterprising. The

" Modal split of
transportation.

point to note is that these aforementioned

sustainable development indicators in real
gituation as postulated by the UN
ecopomic and social affmirs are germane
and fundamental to the development of the
average citizens who would have
graduated. Such indicators should impari
happiness in their lives. Here in Nigeria
looking at the land indicator, we have
Nigerian graduates of agriculture who will
not apply his knowledge to produce goods
around

and services that revelve

agriculture.  Graduates — now turned
kidnappers, thugs and thieves. Looking at
the health indicator indices, life span has
become so short because of the inability of
the average Nigerian medical doctor to
diagnose and prescribe drugs effectively.
The healthcare system in Nigeria have
poorly untrained nurses with bizarre
behaviours that remind one of a marketer.

The list is endless. With this poor

o
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outcome of services arising from poor
quality education, society is in serious
problem of inability 1o actualizing
sustainable development.

Having examingd some of the indicators of
sustainable development indicators, it is
now imperative to come up with the means
of revitalizing the quality of education in
Nigeria.

Means of Revitallzing Education
Quality for Sustainable National
Development

To be able to have educational guality for
sustainable national development the
following means should and must be put in

place.

Teachers’ approach to the curriculum:
Teachers' approach to the subject should
be such that we leave the leamer with
some level of independence and creativity
that will enable him think of something out
of what he has been taught. In order
words, the effort of the teacher should be
targeted at making the leamer 10 assume 2
self-reliance ststus at the end of the

programme or study.

Improvement in the quality of teachers
and infrastructural facilities of the
school: In order to attain some semblance
of quality ecducation for sustainable
dﬂWlnpmleucﬂmmmt'mupmdﬂc

with contemporary ideas, thinking and
inculcate them into leamers during
learning process. The environment must
by dignifying and conducive. Some of the
private institutions have infrastructures
that are better than those of public
institations and the teaching staff are of
doubtful quality in many of them, and that
< & lesson the government has refused to
learn (Utomi, 2002; and Omeifan 2004).

Gender equality in schools should be
encouraged: Enrclment and access 1o
education in the lower grades in Nigeria
has become fairly gender equitable as
sensitization towards girl education has
intensified in recent years (Ifedili &
Ochuba, 2009), The point to note here 18
ﬂm.mmmshmﬂdbezni:uumgﬂtu go to
schoal like their male counterparts. By so
doing, the pace for sustainable national

development is ON COUTSE.
Coneclusion

This paper looked at the quality education
in Nigeria and sustainable national
development. Some of the problems and
outcomes have been mentioned. Findings
suggest very strongly the need for better
character of the leamer and improved
quality of teachers with the right
infrastructural facilities in a better and
sustainable environment. There is Mo one

way or simple approach to pursuing this
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means of leamning that enhances the
sustaingbility of national development.
Hence the need for collective effort (both
teachers and leamers) to inculcate and
imbibe the spirit of learning that will make
sustainable national development that
promote change. Therefore, the Federal
Government of Nigeria needs to be more
invalved in better and effective policy to
pursue this national goal through quality
education. The point here is that, without
quality  education,  adequate  and
sustaineble national development in
Nigeria will be a mirage and the citizens
who are the fulcrum of this exercise will
continue to wallow in abject poverty, and
national development will suffer.

Recommendations

From the foregoing, it is only important to
make some valuable recommendations to

improve quality education in Nigeria.

The study among others makes the
following suggestions:

1. Better and quality materials for
learning should be  adequately
provided. For instance, & highly and
richly  equipped  library  and
laboratories are effective bulwark for
the attainment of quality education for
sustainable national development.

2. A decent leaming environment with all
the paraphemalia of modem teaching
environment should be provided.

1. Courses that will promote creativity on
the part of the leamer should be
encouraged. This  will enhance
sustainable national development as
such graduands are capable of
practicalising what they have been
taught in the higher institutions.

4. Paper qualifications should not be the
priority. Creative leamning should be
the focus, so that we will not have
doctors that can not treat patients and
lawyers that can not dispense justice.

5. Curriculum development and
innovations should be the hallmark
with students having the right initiative
to scquire skills that will create
sustainability in national development.
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