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ABSTRACT

- o igerinns positively, naticnal
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governimenl. And so, fertiary education iz concemed will the acquisilion of skills and valizes fod
S nat wity, but 1o foster ap
the survival of the individual and sociely ol large, This paper exgmined the mesn of educatio _ .
g political activities (Subrat

CONCEPTUAL CLARI FI{
b carion

tertiary education, skills acquizition and the relevance of enisry education for skills acq wisi i3
in Nigerin. The paper concluded that development i+ sine qua non te o healthy and happy socien
when each citizen puts Indo use skills sequired.
INTRODUCTION
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; o 3 , - E produce functional citizens w
eduction e that tralming which is given by suitable habits to the Brst instinets of virue |
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Durkheim [1936) wonteptualeed education as the systematic socializntion  of (he younpes 1 :
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sch 25 Home Economics education, teaching education ete. The idea is for the student to
quire soma training and skills ot the end of the programme which will énbance 3{1; chongces of
developing himsell independently and be seen as an emplover of labour, particularly in a country
wiere employment opporunity become very scurce. Such individual can now et up a business
enterprise of his own and render some humanitarian services. With betber quality service
rodered by such enterprise coupled wit the employment of many hands that affect the lives of
Migerians positively, national development is sustained.

Far ﬁnﬂﬁllﬂ, aducation was mare (han JHEII‘:'_‘r a1|.'-:|ui1i|1H ckills and comman beliefs, o
puint redterated by Smith in his plea for the division of labour and the specialization of skifls,
Education to Aristotle symbalized 3 way of life for individuals lepened lorgely by doing. Iis goal
Was Nod unLLy, bur 1o fosrer and PIECIECT 3 way of life that t-n:l:l'.L':lgr.lj and sustpined diverse socinl
and poditical activities {Subsata, 2007,

CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATIONS
Education

Eduatien is o process of developing the individual physically, mentally, morally and
socially for s own weellare and tor the benzlin of the society (Whnwa, 20055 1t can equally be
concermed @s the sgpgregete of the processes by mesns of which a person or an individial
develops his ehilitics. Education is an instrument of change, innovation and invention, Enpibe
(2007}, define edecation os the process whereby an mdividus! sequires positive chanpes in
beharvior geared lowards coninbubing positive develapment to himaelt and the socigty in which
he lives, 11 15 @ necessary weapan that can be used i surmount | grormnee, poverty, disease and to
prodace functional citizens with positive antltudes owards loving what they ought 1o love and
hating whal they ought to hare. Education is seen &5 a branch of knowledge whose primary
coneerm 15 the preparation of the growp members 1o be weful when they become of age (Money,
2007}, Corroberating the position of Money, Ezewu {1993 citing Plato define Education as that
freining which is given by suitable habit to the firat instinets of virtue in children when pleasure
el pain nee rightly implanted in rational seuls. In Nigeria, education has been identified as the
key that woukd unlock e polentials of our peopie as they strive for greater prosperity (NUC,
2004 and Exumayo and Ajayi, 2009% This mission can be achicved through the eflective

gpolication of the instruments that spans the gap between creative individuals wath innovative

ar



idens, on the one hand and the application of science lechnology and arts for economic and soclal
gdvancement on the other hand. [l 15 an investment by the stae for its comtinued existence,
deveioprient and general welfare of its citizen, Bebebialiai (2000)

Tertinry Edwcation.

Tertiary education connotes institutions of higher learning renging from colleges of
Education, polytechnics ind Universities. It ia the citadel of leaming geared towards quality and
sustainable education. Learning at this level is uniike what is obtainable at the sscondary schoa
education level where the Jeasning experiences of the individualks is at the primordial stage o
human development. The tertiary educntion exposes the individual 1o a fo of things such as skils
of different magnitude, social education, independent living, development of mossds end a ba
e,

Skiffs.

Skills wre neturally glven ialents that are pu into peactice through a formal sefting o
ofganizations. It is an established fact that cffective waining and scquisition of skills have v
significantly impacted on the development of some counisies.

It 15 against this hackground Ezeji and Okorie (198E) acknowledged that “Migeria's soc
and economic problems will be drastically reduced if people nre given adeguate vocation
training in skills because it is only with skills men tha equipment and materials can b
I'Iﬂ.lII.CHHL'I:I.

Skills Acgquisition.

This is the process of dcquining the natural endowed jdens, potentials, through a forma
leaming in & schooling academy or an organization set up for such exercise. [t is usually an ided
leamning process acquired from the education industry, [t is for this reason Mneji {1984) opine
that education is “supposed o prepare an individual for # caresr in life. Unfortunately, mos
Migerian chil¢ron go into various stages of educetion right from the primary school to 1ertia
institutions withoul any preparation for whatever coreer they aim ar™.

TERTIARY EDUCATION FOR SKI LIS ACQUISITION IN NIGERIA

Tertiary education is education/learning acquired a1 the higher institutions level ranging
from the Colleges of Education, Polytechnics, Universities etc with the primary design ¢
purpese of scquiring some  skills, knewledge that will enable the student 1o develop himsdff

economically and more importantly wse this skill ecguired to comtribele o netion building
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According to Bulya (20011), & nation's fupctional educational institution exhumes human

resqurces potentials, refine or sharpen them for meximuom productivity peared ar instinuting
positive national development and calling quits nationel underdevelopment. The challenge of this
paper ks 10 empirically draw attention to the existing tertiary institutions which are there bul
lellisoned on which Migeria's skill built upon human capital development would tratled and
should follow after afl the indispensability of quality human capital developrment es completely
on the fact that no matter the richness of any country mterred of netional resources “withoul the
efforts of (guality} human resources {or capital), which ag1 upon the natural resources in lenms
of exploiting them for the benefit of mun and the nation) development can not take place”
(Uwazie and Okezie 2009}

S0, the existence of tertiary mstitions should be more tatlored towards training and
producing people that will be skillfil in different Gelds of human endeavour. The essence is for
thesa et of people 1o be able 1o put their skills into practice. [ am not saying thal the schools
have not done well in this area, But, more sttention should be devoted rather than allowing the
chitdren to study courses they can not put in practice on their own not to talk of helping the
neibon. A child embarking on the NCE progmmme for instance is already on the course of how
i teach once he or she graduares. This is because he has been exposed fo the processcs and
mathods of teaching. The one studying Home economics has equally mastered the processes and
methods involve on how 1o prepare both the African and continental dishes, so that the moment
ghe comes out of the school the desire 10 set up her shop become the issue. Unfortursely, we
kave a lot of these praduates rosming the street today because they are not skillful in the apsas
that should have prepared them for the future, The school should come up with a cumriculum that
should reduce the burden of employment on the govermment.

Tertiary education for skills acquisition must be centred on the notion that if people must
be lifled fiom their raw state end lounched into besoming the basic building blocks or active
sperts of naticnal development they must be soundly peepared for this developmental task
thraugh adequately equipping them with 2l human capital development entail the knowlodge,
skills, competencies, behaviours, valees and etfiude germans 1o eliciting the desired quality of
Hfe, 1t must be admitted without any modicum of bissed or prejudics that without a steady
grawth in educational cpportunities built upon some skills so that fhe wnemployment incustry

become less volatile, the. quest for the country's economic and social break through would be a

o



mirage. As @ process, they are a continuum by which knowledge, incheding the moral, cultursl
by

and so on values associated with it is remitesd o Individuals and growps as well as the manner
which such values are hamessed 1o promote and advance societal growth and developmen
{Yeaufu, 200

THE RELEVANCE OF TERTIARY EDUCATION TO NATIONAL DEVELDFMENT

Tertiary education is the means that helps to convey the traffic of cconomic and sood
advancement, that is very imperative and necessary in every existing country. This is in arder far
the people to secure the necessary platform for their development problem and 1o live a mar
independent and sustainable life in the face of very glaring economic pompetition and
challenges.

Teriary education in different institutions s aimed at the effechiveness of sustainate
gkills that muke up the nation and toendow them with the ability to exploit ihe maverial
resources for development and other spheres of human endeavour that are capable of promeoting
individual life.

Tertiary education geared towards the training and sustainebility of skills for economic
and social independence iz an indispensuble means in the provision of labour essential for the
production and distribution of services. The case of some of the Nigerian codhedian is 8

dependable cxample. Some of then naturally were endowed with the talent or skill 1o make fun,

paid employment as W
Bezides, lefiary edug
political Affairs of the
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it 15 mol sockel science
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Education i3 ¢
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scaffolding that is e

but for the added troining and knowledge acquired from the university, polyechnic they
attended, Today “AY", Basket Mouth, Melody just 1o mention a few have become akillful soures
of revenue 1o themselves and even coniributing fo naticnal development through independenl
Performance music association of Migerin ([PMAMN), This industry hes become a reliable
entertainment industry that help generate money into the purse of the nation’s ecoromy.

Tertiary education is primarily accumulated through education and training in so0 far o
these two variables are the most important means of upgrading the human inelleq and skills
Eduention and training help o enhance hurman skill because they represent a commaodily and
process. As a commodity, they are a stock ar level of knowledge that i acquired through
learning and experience by an individual or groups.

Tertinry education produce multiple results because such investment help 1o improve |
kealth of the citizenry  since educated people take their health conditions seripusly, Sue

investments also enhance living standards since they enable recipients fo have sccess 1o betio
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e, including the moral, culturaftd cmployment as well as emancipate them from mundane cultural practices and seperstitions.

grougs zs well as the manner byf 5&!1;!'»:, Il'EI":':iI..':r' educalion enhances the aclive pa:’li-:ipali:m of :'CEipit:ﬂri in the social and
cictal growth and developmen littcal Affeirs of their.communitics and countries. According te {Adamu, 2003 .and Tkhuoria
I8}, educotion rarses the quality of life through 15 fmpact on poverty reduction.
TONAL DEVELOPMENT [tvestmient in testiary education iz also anm influential conduet for equitable income
ralfic of economic and sociafisribation. Income disparity iz higher where o society is divided into a literate few and an
ling country. This is in order fi Hliterale majorily as is evident from the experiences ut:lr.-:ns.t African countries, Ax the rate of
it problem and to live & mon lkeracy decrenses, ithe number of people in paid employment normally increase wilh e
g economic compelition anogpreasiility of more equitable income distribution. This in turn belps 1o Jessen social tensions,
ymoles democeatic ideals and suppons more stable politics. Human copital could be poorly
he effectiveness of sustainabidiifized when there is o mismateh between availeble skills and the openings in the labour market
ability 1o exploit the materidffioewuka, 2012). We must all of us be on the look out for opporunities to promote products and
r that are capable of promotinggervices from our countries, and cur continent. This is where weelih, taxes and Jobs come [rom,
it b5 not rocket science, [';f’nm;:uu:d. 2018).
nability of skills for econemi BFFECTS OF TERTIARY EDUCATION ON THE MIGERLAN SOCIETY
gion of labour essential foe ol Education is an indizpensable means of unlecking the human mind and protecting his
" the Nigerian comedian is @pesonality. This pronouncement is totally justified on grounds thai education provides the
the mlent or skill to make fudllcefTolding that is required to secure good health, economic sécunty and job opportunity. The
. university, polylechnic thefiogical exension is where the right to education 15 guaranteed access to and employment of cther
=w have become skillful sourd@fghts are enhanced, It is the greatest investment that u natien can make for the quick soclologieal
|loprment through independenfiiand human resource development. Hence, according to Nwaham (2003). the societies ani

fusiry has become a relighiBndividual look ap 1o it as n source of hope for the achievement of their goals and aspirations.

he nation's economy. {nferiunately, rather than meeting some of these goals as the target, some of these instituticns
ation and training in so far Jekhave become a breeding ground lor thugs, prostitutes, o mention g few.
the human intellect and skill gk In some of these tertiary institutions, students who have graduated often titne may not be

represent 4 commadity and ble Lo i.|'.l:|-.':l_'.'|¢l.'i-\.!:11|j' stend wp ko put in practice what they have learnt in these institebons.
due that is sequired througl Worst still, some of them who may be engaged in public service may not be able o deliver
effectively. The implication of this is that the employer of labour finds it difficult 12 engage the

ivestmeont help 1o improve | service of such & person. There are many pecple today occupying importent positions 1n MNigena,
h conditions seriously. SuclE whoe have become a big burden on public revenue or threat 1o social and moral order, Zimako

ienls o have access 1o berefil (2009),

&1




Withous any modicumn of bas, Migena today has an overdoss of educational inssitud
beginning from the early childhood education, lower, middle, secondary education to teni
education. [n our society today educational institutions” are established with reckless abanda
without the basic initictive 1o geaduste students 10 independently suctain themneelves akil |Full

Some of the educational institutions ok ke glos Ned secondary schooks withouwt Tunctional and

quality education dividends that have positive impact on the school chent's collecting

affzctiveness.

When in the absence of quality and skillul service, thers 15 nothing to pesitvely sxpes
from the students” brand of humon capital (skill asgedsiicon) except school prodwets thod
educated llilerales, without the requisite ksowledge and =kill acguisition, human initiatives
copabilities and walues in the garb of educated people These lead to maladjustment and
delinquency. hence provoking all  forms of deviant tendencies in youth's leading to
commission of criminal offences and other related social vices, (Ukpongson, 2000),

There |3 an unpleasant and unpalatable practice in most tertiary institutions or educatic
of higher learning in Nigeria where there i3 a near total collapse of the practics and principle o
learning. For pelitical and informal reesons and the pretentions slogan that “teachers are th

rucieus of engine of any education system some humsn beings in the name of teachess recruitel

to leach sre in truth oot teachers but ‘cheaters” as they are empty upstains and completely devoil§

of what 10 impact on the students as leamers, In similer vein, student whose business showld bay
been to be an apprentice to &n artisan end a motor mechanic expest ase all Jam-packed
schools in the name of leaning. The unbearable and disgusting effect is the inability of t
supposed students 10 hold on 10 any economic verture that can produce résults Some of thes
become party thugs, kidnappers, rapists, armed robbers, milifants which by implication has
negalive effect on the growth and development of the economy. Innovation |s meaningiess in
absence of knowledge. In other words, innovation helps entrepreneurs 1o aftain grester levels o
productivity thal constitules the essence of economic progress (Inegbencbor and Iredin, |9495)
CONCLUSION

The desire 1 embark on this research is bomne out of the heanifelt sympathy over the
declining econdmy which consequently has made our graduands jobless and idie. Bul, the truf
of the matter i3 that in 8 country where such category of persons now ses the peceasly o b

actively and sincerely been involve in a study that ordinerily should placed him in a positic

3
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where he can do things on his own, at least to be econsmically independent, courtesy of the

iertiary institutions, idleness and joblessness will become o forgotien predicament. S what i3

evident is for every institution to admit a student based on whnt he can carry oul on his own aftes
schivol and ot just going to the school because others are going to the school. Flowing from this
analysig, we will have less terrorist in the name of Boke Haram, Niger Delta avengers, Fulam

Herdsmen, chibd trafficking eic in our sockety, Highsr educalien, especially ™e university foday

plays o complex role in cresting tolally new institutions and new bages of economic and social

integration in any nations development process (Castells, 19915

RECOMMENDATIONS

The following recommendations have been suggested in the light of the osion's gozin-
sconomic challanges.

|. Having gone through the three or four years of formel education for skills sequisition, the
ghudent should be able o engage himsell by operating a business centre in the absence of
government paid job. .

2. Agair, once jobs are erested from the skills aequired from any institwtion of ypur choice, 1
wili not be a hidden thing 1o anyone in the country and forcign imvesians, parfigularly when
you seem to be doing well in that endeavour. This will go aleng way to help bulld the
reputation of ihe country and reduce social ills and malady

9. The creation of a strong private secter as source of growth and pational development.
ledividuals whe have gone through the formal process of “Home Economics™ ag a discipline
ficed ot be tanght how to opsn & shop to remder services on African and European dishes.
Before you know a strong private sector would be built to meet both local aeeds amd those of
foreign countries.

& Give the strong and gompelling evidence on the professionalism acquired from the {rRining.
people would want to l#am under such person 10 &g gire knowledge and skill, The logicality
it this is that such o pesson has equally become an employer of labour, there by helping the
government 1o cushion the effect of unemployment in the country, which nclude the
supanzion of options and chooses for renewel of the job because of the personal inftiative to

always come up with innovations
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