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CHAPTER G
CORRUPTICN IN NIGERIA; HINDRANCE TO DEVELOPMENT (2016-2020)
Efeurhobo Davis & Christmas Fredenick
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e major factors that have hindered development in Nigeria is corrupbon. Its implications on the
sconomy has become so devasiating that it becomes a fopical issue almost on daly basis among
2=l pundit, businessmen, patriats, students amang others. However, before delving into the nitty gnity
pion, there is the need to examine the meaning of comuption. The xlea is to enable us know the
of this chapler and possibly to know its causes and proffer solutions borne cut of altruistic mofives on
out of it. What then is cormuption? Many scholars have conceptualized corruption from different
=wes. For instance, Dike (2001) sees comuption as a perversion or a change from good to bad’

b can also be defined as the perversion of public office for pavate advantage (Akpotor, 1998: 145)

20 ahead without stop to give scholarly definition and interpretation of corruption. One thing is sure

on = aimed at seeking favour in an attempt to part with something either in cash or kind. In other words

when a seeker of a parbicular favour bribes the giver in arder to get that favour

ian: Daily Graphics Nig
iz forTeacher Educatie

nal report 1o the (rustes

ridge Universily Press

O Publisher Lid

aer could be job or money. A job seeker could go to either buy an item or give an envelope that could lure
o compromise.  Bafort (1593) and Ekeh (1998) corroborated this fact when they opined that this
eaiin is used o feed social support networks to take care of the needs of close relations and interest
"o matter how bizame. Thomson (1994) regarded the phenomenan as an act of embezziement,
expropriation and use of public funds for selfish interest other than the purpose for which they were
Similarly, Bray (1998), assers that comuption is the abuse of public pestion for private or secfional
= Udekunle (1986), coruption is behaviour. Sa, the problem of corruption has been a threat to nationa
. Ukah (2010) noted that instead of using such income for developmental purpose, 115 circulated
pre political office holders and their famibies, leaving the interest of the people io wallow in poverty
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Sarcly any adminisirafion in Nigeria from independence in 19601l date that does not have the problem
phon. As a matter of fact, it was one of the reasons why the military took over power from the crvlian on
2y, 1966 According to Ademayega (1981) in “why we struck”, “Corruplion was rife and nepotism was
of the day. The safety values of the nation were reposed in such institutions as the courts. the census
g forindividuals son, the electoral commissien, the police ard finally the Armed forces, But the sancity of hose
b5 was being politically assailed, assaulted and dragged into the mud so that they were fast losing therr
" 50, it becomes crystal clear to acknowledge that the problem of cormuption hindenng fhe growth and
pment of the couniry did not stant today, |t has been a mind boggling issue that has consistantly
the psyche of the people of this country. The level of cormuption and other related crmes in Nigena
setween dmilion and 8million koss on dady basis and a koss of about 70 58 million 1o the national
annually (Ogbonnaya, Omoju and Udefum, 2012).1t is estimated that by 1999 past Nigenia leaders
or misused 3407 or 225billion pounds (lke, 2010, cited in Ugiaghe and Eweka_ 2015). The looting of
@ squandered by the various rulers alone and laundered in varous wesiem banks over ihe pasi
Es200d at US$400 million (Ribadu, 2005, cited in Anegbode and Alonge. 2004)
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This chapter therefore aims at interrogating the causes of tis social malady and explore why genuing
concerted effort has not been made to put the problem to rest These are possible seeming efforts Inall
chapter hopes 1o examine in order 1o profier sobutions borme of altruistic motive that will help deal wilh

problem of corruptian,

Causes of Corruption in Nigeria
The destructive tendencies of cormuption in our national policy have exposed it fo many CaUSEs. Below!

some of its causes in Nigenia:

Poverty: Poverty is one of the encemic Causes of comuption in Nigeria. The failure of the efite vis-a-va
political class has termibly affected the living condition of the masses. This 15 because the condition of
average Migeria has been dehumanized. A good number of them can hardly reason well because of
unhealthy condition they have been axposed to. More often than not the greed of the poitical |
connivance with the elite has done more harm than good ko the society. Hence aut of the corrupting influencs
for fear of primilive reprisals of simply out of malicious acquiesce those under them hardly report e
{Odekunle. 2002). Akpotor {1998) lamented that comuption and its farm of destruction in Migeria have been

glite affair,

Political Instability: Political instabilty i anather cause of paverty in Nigeria. Crisis of diffierent magnitude s
exposed some of the cilizens of the country to same terrible agony of misplaced confidence. The unent
political quagmire that is usually borme out of ethnic and relative disagreements has brought untold hardshis

the people. This is Decalse such crisis prevents people from going out to work, go about their businesses, B

and ather means of ivelinood. The reason is that they are afraid of being attacked or killed, When such 18

mishap confronts you on daily basis, ine end result is poverty and hunger, Consequently, poverty and hu
could lead to frustration that might be Iriggered by political instability of different magnitude. Thus, accordi
Dougherty and Plaltzgraf, (1990} ‘rustration leads 1o aggressive hehaviour which in most cases Mesuic
conflict, Barker, Dembo and Lewin (1941) supported this when they said that the GCCUTENCe of aggrest

behaviour always presupposes the ewitence of frustration.

: Ethnic Politics: This is another terrible and provoking cause of corruption in Nigeria. As amatter of fact, itis
: et terminle and dangerous of all existing ones. Il has consistenily fanned the embers of disunity
disagreaments amangst all whom by national and geographical factors shauld live as one. Ethnic poliic
Nigeria has resulted in corruption as people are being seen giving hribes even against their own ethnic brothe
and sisters during elections. The implcation of his is that it causes disaffection and disharmony among ai
the words of Mordi (2005), political paries use structure of ethnic unions @s obvious channels
communication to urban voters as well s recruitment of membership for political parties. Most il
manifestoes are regionally designed at the atar of sthnicism. Waiterstein (2000) cited in Osinubi and Osi
(2006) maintained that ethnic consciousness and canflict occur when groups feel threatened with loss
previausly acquired privileges of conversely feel that it is an opportune moment politically fo cverco

longstanding denial of privilege.

Unemployment: THe problem of unemployment is anchored on corrupt practices by some of our leaders.
Consequently, it has led o youth restiveness, dishanesty and desperation to do all manners of things 1o
survive, Youths are now restlessly and ungu ardediy involved in rapacious means lo eam a living. Some o8
ihe video clips in the social media are evidences of the misdemeanor act by some of these youths, Somé
fmad nn human excreta, while others are invalvad in ritualistc ventures to eam a living.
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peration is borne out of the fact that having bribed to get jobs and it did not work, there is the available
ward means 1o eam a living either through *Yahooism” or kidnapping. According to Egbuna (2001) and
(2003), the negative consequences of youth unemployment include poverty, psychological problems
=ton, depression, hostility, abduction, murder, armed rabbery,

expicre why genuing
e seeming efforts that

hat will help deal with

manners of criminal behaviours causing general insecurity of life and property. Simiarty, Depo
. the chairmen of the House committee on Youth and Social Development revealed that of the over
unemployed youths in the country, 23 milfon are unemployable and therefare susceptible to crime
. 2012). The point lo note here is that with the increase in uremployment corruption will equally go

*ed This is because a man withoul job is recklessly exposed to the challenges and problems of society.
y society will be faced with serious problem given the unending challenge of unemployment or
"ess. Youth unemployment has serious security implications since desperation oflen leads young
o fall prey to warlonds, criminal gangs or illegal migration syndicates (Anegbode and Alorge, 2015).

many causes. Below

E of the elite vis-a-viz
suse the condition of @
son well because of
| of the palitical class
he corrupting influence
hem hardly report fhe
10 Nigenia have been

m. [nrecent imes, this has become the most disturbing and worried crime, People can hardly ga about
Eotmate businesses without the intervention of these blood-thirsting groups of people. Difierent
#2tions have been given to the emergence of this group. Some have said its emergence is born out of
against unjust and exploitative system while athers have argued that it is religion based: a group of
fundamentalist fighting for the protection of Islam. The basis though of the lalter's argument is that
=80n is a scam’ wherever direction any free thinker would want to fook at it there is no smoke without fire.
elming interpretation is that poor governance has given rise ta the emergence of this deadly group.
maney and resources meant for the development of a society is comered by a privilege few, the end
= catasirophic. Akinoya (2009) nofed that leaders mismanage the economy and this result in the
3 manifestation of a dog-eal-dog ethos which has become a common feature of the society. In Nigaria,
of the problems facing the economy are a reflection of the poor quality of human development and
Begement because education which plays a critical rale in human development and econamic health of the
has been neglected for decades (Krueger and Lindhal, 2001; Dike, 2002),

f different magnitude
mbdence. The upend
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piled. When such teml
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tude. Thus, according
N most cases resulisd
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= i0 the above mention fact is the position of Albert {2005) cited in Fagbado (2007) who described the

2 amatterof fact, itis 4 s=ant and fearful actvities of the insurgents as a threat to national security and as a diversionary tachcs o

ambers of disunity an e public sympathy on government. whereas cormuption i going on unnoticad. In his words “The bomb
s one. Ethnic politics X5 also became a veritable vehicle by which the government diverted the attention of the people from
hair own edhinic braths antive issues in polifics. Each blast reported and discussed intha NTA and Radio MNigeria news for several
ﬁmﬂmymmngall. all these were aimed at attracting sympathy for the govemment and ... through this kind of
 obvious channels sonary lactics Nigerians were led to forget about the fundamental issues in their nation's devetopment
&l parties. Most tims sympathizing' with the head of state "whose genuine effors towards lasting democracy” were being
m Osinubi and Osin =d by “subversive elemants”,

hreatenad with loss o

ditically to overcome 2 of the Reward System: Many people in the country are disillusioned aboutthe way and manner that the
hal cake is shared. For those wha are privileged 1o occupy the corridor of power do not care about cthers
perhaps, are comparatively more qualified. The reckless acquisition of wealth and property by this class of
pe leaves much to be desired. More often than natit s this recklsss acquisition of this wealth by the few that
=2 "birth" to this unbridled and fight-for-all pursuit of wealth in Nigeria where caution is thrown to the wind and

g goes. Despite the abundant resources endowment, past and present leaders have been mcapable of
wing basic security, maintaining rule of law and justice, or providing basic services and economic
sortunilies for the people (Harde, 1990),

some of our leaders.
anners of things o
B a living, Some of
hese youths, Some
I
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i thiat will ma
5 has been
s leadership f2
mnits leaders

nected 1o getling inta power by some hook of crook means. A good number of them
th the power they have violenlly saized courtesy of our poor electoral systerm. Me

This may not be uncon

not even know what 1o do wi
appalling is the fact that a university professor is poarty rated whereas an ordinary schoel dropout who 53

eouncilor eams an outrageous amount for na job done. Just being a representative. This 1s very absurd 2
unacceptable. tions of Corr

Religious Interference: Another cause of corruption is redigion. Religion that ordinarly should reflect h;"" at“hﬂ

approach to seek God's intervention in ane's life and over issues (spiritual) that affects one's fife has ra pwing implicat

become a weapon of destruction and dehumanization. It has in recent fime become a major source of con'e k"

hetween Christians and Muslims, It has become 3 tactics in politcal warfare given the rale in period of elechc on Nationall

Acearding to Abublar (1988), itis clear o even the casual observer of the Nigeria political arena that religios S who e

rapidly overtaking ethnicity and regionalism as 8 major fackorin the struggle for contral of political power n R
ate. More of

nation, He further acknowledged thal:
Rl issuss are being observed by the jinadist and evangelical seal, by mob il keep makin

mentality that is creeping into politics in the name of religion. Also obscured is experiencin

the opportunism of a growing number of unscrupulous individuals and

interest groups whao are gleefully exploiting religious sentiments for selfish tability Suft

gain (Abubaka, | 1988) stabifity is one
g o this wonds:

2 account of

peniod of tims

Crisis of unending magnitude has polarized the Migerian state as a result of its cofupt tendencies. Trua relige
it fram

is completely absent in our national pality in which ever perspective you want o assess it Be

Christian and Muslim. Relationship between them is strongly anchored on cormuption when positions ¢ ey dare 10
contested for. Human beings are slaughtered like cows when superiorty between the two religions ariges soment Come
There s sirong betrayal among all once it invalves maney and status. The bond that apparently seems f0 ke NG Over que

his mind on the recklessness and emptiness of religionist 8 g examples ©

us is very temporary and ephemeral. Bearing
Migerian. Adah{2002) mentioned that.
Rebgion is the intoxicant that generates storm in a tea cup. It is what can turn

meek, harmless individuals into a howling and frenzied mob. This emotional

upheaval s more prominent in the less educated society. The poor and

literate are veritable tools in the hands of the rich and tao powerful who use muption Discou

tham to achieve fame and cheap popularity. By guarding the emaotionally gerian societ

charged adherents to blood-curdiing religious violence, the influential are nal resources

regarded as patriots or devolees. onsibility to 2w
bers of their far

Zalion to ace
sarent manned
hose who atie

Cormoborating ihe above, Obi (2017) painted out that *Religion itsef s nat bad per se but the use to which it e sacretary o
being put by buccaneers, preachers and Mallams, portrays he worst kind of tomfoalery which is apha by Presic
unacoeplable, but very criminal. The rich and powerful as Adah (2002) noted above are indeed the real culp beneficiary ¢
of the various religious tensians in this country. Eular company
Greed Greed has been identified as anciher cause of cormuption in our national polity. The unhealthy state I

the nation today that has been characterized by thuggery, kidnaping, “yahooism” and ofher social vicas plion Kills P
caused by greed. Gread from the perpelraions; greed mare especially from the efites and the political class I .I!HE the 9
have been charged with the respansibdity of governance Mo one Cares about the ather. It is either & ' ;;:‘?1 o u;rf
elite/palitical class or their immediate family. Mo society grows with such degree of selfishness. Apar from lhfae

fact that greed is natural, the elite/politicians poor governance is a compedling factor that has given it a boo! : ;mf
The impiication of this action is the fack of trust and dishanesty it has created amongst us. The love for o "

anather has dwindled tremendousty
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ed that will make & fellow human being see his fellow human as a victim of rifual, It is greed that will make
o has been entrusted the power o lead to govemn with selfishness, with little or no regard for the led_ It
= leadership failure that made Achebe (1983 13} fo assert that the Nigerian state *has been less than
8 inits leadership”,

\ good number of them
or elecioral systam. Me
F school dropout who &
8 This 1s very abaurd &

zaticns of Corruption onthe Nigerian Economy

pion has numerous negative implications on the Nigerian econamy. As a matter of fact, it is these
=ons that have retarded the growth and development of the country. It is against this background that
pwing implications will be examined in the light of this topic:

dinarily should refiect
fects one's life has ra
& major source of co
roke in period of electic
iical arena that refigios
ol of political power in

=5 on National Development:

Mose who are charged with leadership responsibility are carelessly and without conscience begin fo
o embezzie what should be meant for the development of the national econcmy, it becomes very
ate. More often than not, the categary of people we have at the helms of affair in recent fimes is such
keep making the national economy to wobble to find itself in economic quagmire such as we are

expenencing.

ability Suffers:

tability is one of the features of good gavemnance. Unfartunately, the Nigerian situation does not give
8 io this wonderful tenet of good governance. In most cases, it is seen as abnormal when a leader is seen
the account of his stewardship to his subjects. In developed countries of the world, good leaders account
peniod of time they have been in office in a neat and well documented paper. Here, citizens are wictmized
they dare to ask to know how their money is being spent. The recent outburst of the Niger Delta
spment Commission (NDOC) where the Acting Managing Director, Professor Pondei was seen
§ing over questions bothered on comuption allegation by the Mational Assembly is one of the many
ng examples of corruption, Wikipedia (2014) explains accountability as the obligation of an individual or
zation to account for its activities, accepls responsibilty for them, and to disclose the result in a
Eparent manner, In recent months the brazenly comupt went scot free and were extoried for thear viriue

hose who attempled o expose them were ruthlessly suppressed and punished” (Awolowo, 1981).

fiendencies. True religi
assess il Be it from M
pon when positions
the two religions ans
anparantly seems ho ke
mptiness of religionist

otion Discourages Investment

igerian sociely has been experiencing some level of retrogression arising from mismanagement of the
nal resources by those entrusted with the leadership of the country. Those charged with the official
oresibility o award contracts have tumed the office to family affair. This is because most beneficianies are
2ers of their families. There have been several cases of such abuse, both by pastand present leaders. The
@ secrefary of the federation, Mr. Babachir David Lawal before the appoiniment of Boss Gidahyelda
=pha by President Buhari was sacked as a result of such reckless abuse of office, where he was equally a
beneficiary of contracts awarded. As a matter of fact, the alleged accusaton was that he owned a
cutar company which he was awarding contracts fo himself even as the Secretary of fhe federation

& but the use to which i
fomfoclery which is
re indead the real culps

l¥. The unhealthy state
and other social vices
ind the political class t
e other. It is aither &
Wfshness. Apart from §
fhat has given it a boo
st us. Tha love for os

sption Kills Personal Initiative

unlike the private sector that is driven by the molive to come up with rational ideas to position the
ization on a sound economic pedestal. The reverse is the case in the public secior because a good
ber of the officials are committed to enriching themselves from the largesse of the offics than 1o think on
well the ecanomy can be sustained. Conseguently, many machines, vehicles and ofher means of labour
#bandoned in the ministries because of the absence of personal inthative and greed to pursue personal
atthe expense of the organization.
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Littie wander Okowa | 1985) feels that corruption in Nigenia is systemic. According 1o him, "systemic corupl
i “a situation which corruption has been institutionakized and raised to the evel of a structural parameter. |t
become part of the culture of the society”. Akpakpan (1994, 130} noted that the problem of cormuption is that
slealing of pubkic funds in whatever means had the effectofintensifying the saciety soci-economic proble

Consequences of Corruption on Nigerian Economy
Corruption has some terrible consequences on the Nigerian econamy. Below are some af them.

Underdevelopment of the Econamy
The bad result of corruption in an economy like ours that is stil developing is that its ugly and unend
character brings about underemployment. Money and resources meant for the upliftment of the scciety ga

into the hands of very few who are privileged to occupy offices, not necessarily because they are qualified B
end up siphoning such resources/maney ta the detriment of the generality of the public. According to Obasa
{1869}, for those who think our fight against cormupfion is utopian, letme remind them that we have no choss
this matter”, He want further to say that “cormuption is notonly ilegal; itis bad because it cormupts the very soul
aur community. it makes nonsense of all planning and budgeting, and it wastefully depletes our inadequs
rescurces. |t breeds cynicism and promodes inequality. It aimost renders il impossible for this administratio
address the objectives of equality and justice in our society with any senousness. And finally, i destrays
social fabrics of our society, leaving each individual on his own; to do whatever is best for himfherself. 8
described corruption further “as a full biown cancer and cne of fhe greatest tragedies of military rule..., it wa
allowed ‘1o grow unchalienged and unchecked during the military regime, it grew on a geomeirical dimensi
The corruption increased because ‘in recent months the brazenly comupt went seol-free and were exlorted 8
thair virflue whist those who atlempted to expose them were ruthlessly suppressed and punished’, {Awalo

1981),

Drives Away Foreign Investors: Carmuption drives away foreign investors. No rational busmessman will v
1o invest his hard earmed resources in a society or country such as ours, for fear of being duped, The leve
comuption in Nigeria has become so pervasive for Nigerians to be mindful of themselves, not 1o talk
inreigners. No daubt, the atfitude of some of us leaves much to be desired in virtually afl ramifications of hum
endeavaurs, Anyim and Akanwa (2002) see how cormuption affects the public service. They further argueed &
‘widespread coruption among Nigerians public servants is due ameng other things o eCOoNoMIC Crisis, ¢
process, which is better described in lerms of bureaucracy, value system, sociclogical, chil consciousness 8 1
proper reward system for 1hose in service and even after the service years”

Loss of Image Globally: The corrupt attitude of Nigena has given the country negative image across the woe

Thic is because there is hardly anything we do without some traits of dishonesty and fraudulent act. T8
establishment of anti-coruption agencies such as the Economic and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC) 2
the Indepandent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission {ICPC) were made o comé
comupt praclices have reared its ugly head in severalingenious, notorious ways and forms in Nigeria {Osa
2009) cited in Arubayi (2015). The situation is as bad as painted above. Itis even getting worse on daily ba
given the poor and reckisss behaviour of the so called leaders towards governance. Recently, the 60 years
independence was celebrated. And | asked; what is there to celebrate? Poor infrastructure (bad road
norfunchional hospital), insecurity of ives and properties, hunger, inflation amangst many that has made ife s
miserable
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WM, “syslemic co
ructural parameter, It
N of comruption is that
I0-Bconomic proble

-rime (Yahooism): Corruption has resulted in s0Cial crimes such as “yahooism®, kidnapping, ritualism
ofhers. These social crimes, before now were not in our culture. Itis the desperation for wealth anising

e Cormupt practices leamt from foreign countries coupled with ifs practice on video clips that has exposad
=ty o this terrible agony of misplaced confidence.

ol them. Secome imperative to say that unless mare stringent and daring approach is adopted to deal with
=ors of this demaonic and destructive act of carruption, the Nigerian society will be faced with more
problem of underdevelopment. This is because, apart from the very few that have been found cupable

L its ugly and uneng ished, a good number of Nigerians (both in public and private establishments) are still recklessly

nent of the society g 3 2 in this lemible act. Accarding fo Olughbenla {2007}, citedin Akinterinwa (2015), ‘cormuption has always

5e they are qualified obstacke to the effective realization af good gavernance and development”, Mare painful is the fact that

According fo Obas: ge giobafly is being destroyed. It is as if it has becoma the narm in almost all sectors. The general

iat we have na choig sion people feel about us is that you musthave your“share” whenever you have cause o he in power As

cormupts the very so e of fact, yvou are a fool when you are in a position to steal and you fail to do that. Na society grows with

Epletes our inadent = of mindset, A society such as ours with this unconirallable appetite for stealing without stringent and

or fhis administratic =0le |laws agains! such perpetralors is gradually on its way fo economic and political doom, Therefore,

d finally, it desfroys st be made to deal with anyone found wanting imespective of one's position, This is the global practice

est for himhersalf. anyone is found wanting of any crime in the developed countries of the world the due process of the law s

o military rule. .., it ¥ followed without sentiment attached lo it The advantage in itis that itteaches moral lesson and prevent

FEomelncal dimenss % aclors I desist from such unpleasant and disgraceful act,

2 and were extorted

| punished”, (Awolo sndations

#=5 the need to adopt the following recommendatians in order to stop the spate of corruption in Nigeria.
_ " Stingent laws must be adopted and stnetly followed against people wha have been found wanting.
busingssman will w Sentiment must be put aside in this regard.

Mg duped. The leve

selves, not o talk Govemment shauld as a matter of necessity and urgency give atlention to the youths by creating jobs

f Wikations of for them. This is because a hungry man can go any length to get faod on his tabie, withoul being

=y further argued 8 morality guided,

| BCOnomic crisis, d

¥l consciousness d Government must de-emphasize foreign videos films, 1t has destructive efiects on our cy Iture. Many of

these social crimes are foreign influenced

mﬂﬁlit. 3 £ Nigerians must leam to ’.chinlq outof the “box”. Althaugh itis the responsibility of govermment to pfnﬁda

ssion (EFCC) 2 for the welfare of the n:itlze.-nsl. unfortunately, government cannot do everything. Therefare, Nigenar_is
ere made to comd s_hl::urd think of doing something an their cwn. This will push their minds from slealing and other social

§in Nigeria (Osa A

ﬁe m::-'ﬁd;:: S Nigenans should cullivate the hahit of studying the refigious books from time to time. It has a way of

ruciure {bad roat moulding an indivdual spiritually. It inculcates the fear of God. It makes one 1o know how pifiable one

fhat has mads life may be if caught committing crime. This is because it will expose one to people who would have beern

punished spiritually and lawfully in the time past for asimiar behaviour
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