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Abstract: Fart time Education programmes in Teachor Edecatian Insttutions are diesigred to aid
the achigvement of Edueation for All (EFA) poals, especially in giving opportunity 0 those who
exparienced deloy in enrclling in Terfiary Institatione. Studies have shown that the PIoETAmEES
usmally anract more female smdents, who could niot etody in the fiull time mode espectally in thair
eartier years of ape. This study psscssed the perception of the female stodens on the impact of
iheir studies in empoweting them for grester proclaclivily in their families and socety. The
populotion of this study is made up of fieal year siodends in e Four ypes of part dme
programmes of the Collége in the 20014/2015 session. The sample is made ap of 146 sodends (oot
of L30] who were avoilable ar the time of data collecton. The programmes sre the weekend
Nigeria Certificaie in Hdueation (NCE); the Weekend Degree; the Sandwich MOE and the Part
time Degree, Their penosptions were ohenlned using a strectared questionnaire. The data collected
wis snalyred using percentages and mean ruings (&), The results showed that the femle students
perceived that their studiex so Far have imparted positively ther capabilify, dispasinog, aitiludes
and aspitaiions in he fellowing specific mreas:

= Confidence o parform leadership molos in the society (F = 3,50

= Realizadon of the importance of early education of the girl child ( F = 355}

= Confidence te suppon equal education of both boys and girks in the family (F = 3.65)

= Desire to study further if given the opparumity (§ = 3.65)

*  Disposition that marriage should not discupt the educstion of girs (F = 3.75)

*  Clpporiunity o suppart family income slenifcantly (F = 3,75

= Undesstinding she Hmitaton of females who ore not educated [rom contributing their best

in the eoclery (F = 3.80
* Confidence to arpite for higher positions and jobs in the society (F = 3,95

These results which portmy profound reality elucidate the potentind of the par dme proprsmmes o
entiance the self concept and productivity of women who dare to rise to the challenae of their low
level of education, These female swdents formed 63% of the wtal pumber of studeats in that
sessiom, with 15% of them in the age mnge below 25vaars, 72% in rthe ranae (25-40vears} while
i 3% are ahove d0vears, Thair pereeptions tmply that the experiences, kndwledee and shills which
they acquired during thear studies could empower them o enconrage the pinl chdldren i the
fumilles o enredl for amd complets their higher educaticn befare marrtiage. Recommenidations
beged on these result are focused on e ways W re-position these part-tme programmes so a5 1o
sustain their potentials in empowering wornen foe averall nationad develapment, One of such ways
is 10 Organize separate socteditaiion of te part time Programmas so = to ensure their quality just
& 4L i done for the foll bme mode,
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Introduction

n 2004, all the head of stabe of Afrcn Undon (AL incleding thet of MNigeria met in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to

adopt the Solemn Declarmtlon on Gender Bouality in Africa (SINGEA). They solemnly affinmed = follows:

“Reaffirming our commitment 6 the principle of gender squality'as enshrined in Acbels 405) of the Constitutive
Act af the African Union as well as other existing commitments, principles, goals and actions set outin the varieas
reginaal confinental and inrerrational ipstruments on humam and womsen's ights including the Dakar pladfoom of
Action {1994, the Beijing pluform for Acbon (1995, the Ceavestion oo the Eliminstion of all forms of
Discriminalion Againgl Women (CEDAW, 1979), the African plan of Action o Arcelerate the Implementation of
Dakar snd Beijing platforms for Action for the advancement of women (196590, the Outcome Document of The
twenty=third session of the United Nations {UN}p Gerseral Assembly, special session on the implemsmiasion of the
Eedfing plaform for Action (2000, UN reselution 1325 (20000 on Women. Peace and Security and the pridocol
the African Charter on Human Rights, oa the ights of women in Afres (2003). The adoption of SDUEA by AL in
2004 berabled 8 landmark commitment by African leaders o launch women imto the mainsiream of National
Dwvelopmient, and this was closely foliowed by the lunching of the African Women's Decads AWDY, 20102020
by ATV in 208,

Aciivities simed at realizing the objectives for the decade dre orpanized under the major hemes: Grassrond Approach
tg Gender Bguality and Women Empowenment { FEMMET, 20163 [1]. Education remnins the strongest instrument for
empowering beeh male and females In any seciety to contribute to nativnn] development. The Edwcation of women
is cenral for the achisvement of gender equality and women empowerment. However statistics show that in Nigedn,
adult female lieracy was 49.6% in 2015 (Mational Burcow of Statisfics (NES}, 2016 [2]. In the same vein female
enrelment stands at 48,655 (ot the primary school level), 43.7% (st the secondary school leved) and 437% ol the
tertiary schoal bevel [2]. The completion sates af both primary and sceondary school levels is not 2l ssislBorary ad
the figures are 48.35% and 47.9% respectivedy [2] These are improved indices with nespect to past figures [E]. In
addition to the. poor female enrolment 24 the tertiary education, level (which [s clemly thown to be make dominaied],
thi epmpletion rete for formales 18 35.4% [2). These figires portray the state of women's access 1o Bducation despine
eonceried effons which hove been made towards women smpowerment 1o the country. 12 i expected that the women
who conkd not enrall in the conventicnal University will ssize the opportanity of part fime programmes (o acguin
higher Educarion,

Part time programimes in seelary (or hoher) educational institutions have been in exisence 25 one of the dwal
modes of delivery of Education recommendad, by the Ashby Commdssion an that level (Imakpekpomwan
Adevemi, 20163 [3], The purpose was 1o ensble wodkers upgrade. their qualfifications, and o bad 1o make higher
edusation accessible 10 more persons. Inftnlly pert dme progmmmes in higher education formed o demarcstion
betacen two groups of stadenis Hving oo campas (full dmie) and those living off campus (port Bme]. As the quest
for higher education increased and pressurs was mounted on the limited oumber of ferbary, matitelons with
incressed population, mooe tyvpes of part Ame programmes emerged Tor vardos courses @i different levels of bertiany
imgtitutions, They incloded the sandwich, the weekend and regular part time. For the Eduestion courses, e
Uimiveraites fowid catlet lnto the Collgges of Eduention which have rescuros persous with relevant qualifications o
teach the students. The Colleges of Edusation mounsted part rime oparses in hoth gandwich amd weekend mades foie
(MCE} level, There are the destance leaming Bducation and the information and echaology driven National Cpen
University of Migera (NOUR) versions of pan ime programmes. Tlds paper focuses on the: part ime programmes
in Education courses for a first degree in Edocatlon and NCE Pan-dme programmes were so profiferated that die
Mational Universities Commessign (MUIC} sugpended the opes in the Universities e 2D g0 a2 o esenmline that
mode of leaming and ersure spandasd celiveny MUC (2002} [4]

Studies showed that the part time Hoeation progrommes attracted annual growsh rate of 8.65% in some Universites
heteeeen 200002001 — 20072008 seasion [3], femabe: enrolment & consistenily higher than male corolment (AL &
Muhammiad 2013) [5], Agu & Omenyi [6], (Haopun-et 2l [T]. But in Be full-time mode of studies and in the NOLN,
male. enrolment iv higher ([61, Ofo (2006) (B, Yanious reasons have been addoced for this wend, mnging from
fexibility of the part fime programmes, enabling stedents to work whiks stedying e beter psychological feeling of
suwdying with fellow matured men and women (Chekwumede (2013 [9]: However, Part-fime mode of study o«
grsoviobed, with peculiar chollenges which lemales bove ideéntified, such as discouragement from employers, poos
financial bage and marital pressure (Egend and Omomuyi200 1) [10]. Deapite these chnllenges, females persevers on
the programmes becouse they percei ve that they meet their aspirstions [10], The ban an part time programmes in te
Universities has besn lifted and suringent guidelines released for complianes &0 as (o maintsin standard. But the
programmes {2 vet o be approved for many Universties (WU, 2017} [11]. This study assessed the perception of
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ihe femmle students on the doepact of their stodies in the parl wioe Educaticn programmes m ampeswveang teem for
greater produectivity in their famdlies ard society. |t B expected that the results of this study will aid the sustainabilisy
af the programmes 30 a5 10 provide opportanity for women to acquire higher Fdocation,

Methodoloay

A simple smrvey research destgn was emploved to explore the percepiions of the stodensds. The popalation i made
up of final year female ssudants in thée Tour bypes ufp.u.rt time programmes in lh:nu]l:g: of Hdl.l.ﬂl:in.n,..ﬂ.gb-ur. in the
200402015 sessdom. The College bosi the sandwich Migeris Cestificee in BEdwecation (MCE) programme, the
waekend (MCEL the weekend degres and the part time degree which are fypical of BEducation cowrses in the part
bee made, Tt is judged thot in their fing] year, they bave perceived the peality of the gains (or otherwise), he
programme has offersd tbeme The sample 18 made op of the stadenis who wees available af the Gme of daa
colfection, 146 cut of the |50 smdents in the fonr programmes respondad to che quessionnaines.

Fifteen irem guestdonnaire uging & d-point Likert scale. termed Pemale Stedene’ Pereeption of Empowsrment
{FESPEPE) 1% used o collect data, The drafi geestcnnaire was given o three colleagoes who ame specialise in
Measurement and Evalwapon, to determine e vahidity, Their commenis s wied w0 medify some of e tems, some
were discnrded others were retalned. To devermine the swhility level of the questionnaire, the split-half eliahiliny
coefliciedl, using (Cronbach alpha) is determined. This was admimistersd 1o 40 studests from e 1ospet populatdos
who nre in ansther campus. Thelr responses were collaled amd the cesflicient was calcalated uaing compaer
programme. The result produced reliability index of 0,751, which is judgsd as high valoe for the instniment 10 b
usid The group used for the caboulation ‘were not part of the finad study.

The msiirumnert was pereenally admimisbered to the sample of the study who responded o e iEms wWihile anon sty
wie maintaned e ensure confidentsahty and uabiss. Thelr cesponses wese analysed by computing the weightsd
mean and mean for each of the perceptions. Then the percentage of dhe students in each nge range and thay of te
pal famale snakenis were caloulaied aldo. 7 tha mean i5 begs than Z500 e percepiion (8 negatve (or no
significanty. If it iz more thon 2,50 then, it k= positive.

Theeir pereeptions wers soughl in (he following specific areas which relate to gender equality and dispositiog & he
more productive Teseource persons in the scicty,

Table 1; Perceptions of Part Time Femuale Students

SING. | ITEM/VARIAELE WEIGHTED | MEAN SIGNIFICANCE
e e | MEaN = 25 =L
1 Confidence o parform leadership mies =11 3.50 )
[ Importamee of early Bdacation of o chald | 518 355 o
3 Support equal Edecaion of Boys and glels | 533 3465 .
inthe family e T o
4 Muorriage shoold net dismopt edvcation of | 548 373 "
pirls
5 Aspirtion  for  further - Bducation  if | 533 363 i
goporiined
f Famales who are net Educated are limited | 555 A.ED "
i conbriboting their best in the socicty | -
7 Aspinng for higher positions and  joba in | 577 Ans =
ik society =
& Cpportunity i support Family income T 375 n o

* Mean is grester thon the coiterion meam (25053
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Tahle 2. Description of the Sample of Study
SN ETUDY GROUP M OF Bk OF FEMALE Tt FEMALE
. STUDENTS STUDENTS
1 Wegkend MCE 44 3 ]
2 Sandwich ¥CE 42 113 ¥4
3 Weekead Dogres 9 44 R
i Sandswich Depgres TH i} |
TOTAL ] B4 5T
Table % Age Range of the Stadenis
(S0 | AGE RANGE [ N0 DF STUDENTS PERCENTAGE (%)
1 | Below 25 - 23 15
2 23540 104 72
& Aborye 40 [ L3
Tatzl [45 ]
* O person <id sot il the age range.
Tauble d4: (iher Perceptions of the Stedeuts
S0 ITEM/YWARIABLE - WEIGHT MEAN MEAM{ %) —
| Bducared women coold catperform men In | M55 .50
thedr jobs :
2 by svodies could have been easier if done 2 | 387 263 %
paslier ape

"."'.-'I.u.u.rl.i:;_z_!m]:-:-r than the coitarten, 2.50.

Analysis

The reselts are shown in the tihles 14 above, The Resuls are summard?ed a5 follows from the fall statements of e
tems m e questionsaire, They are armppsd in an ascending order of the strength of B perceptions

L.

They perczived that they have confidence to perform leadership roles in the society

2, They realize in gresier depth the impartance of early education of the. gicks child
%, Thay have confidence bo sapport equal educstion of both hoys and girls in the Pamily
4. Desire 0 study further iT given e oppormnity
5, They have the disposition thas marrizge should oot discupt the edacasion of girls
6. They percalved thar they will be ahls to support famdly income sgnaficantly
7. They have & greater understanding thar females whie are not Fohecated cannad comribuse their best in the
Sty
8. They have confidence to aspire Too thetr positions and pobs [n thee aoclery
Dizenssion of the Results

Fromi experlence these results portray reality, s these students ane psaally 2enloos of atendance to lecures more
than the foll ime students who ane sounger. As teacher le the programme we see o0 exhibition of desire (o make up
for what they have seemingly lost-eardy acquisition of higher Edocation, some of these students come: fo study with

their bables and nensles o asttend lectres and Expminadong, They are dorng to oblan the qualifications despite
thedir challenpes,
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The resulis suppert the Andioges of Egeob and Omeruyd [10] and Ojo [B] who obtained results that part tme stodents
ware satisfied within the raining they obtained and had positve perceptions of their capadily to compete favourably
wilil those who studied in the full Fme mods,

The detzrminntion they exhibited in evercoming the challenges of the part timi prograin attesss 10 their peroeption
that they realize in greater depth the impartance of early Educntion of the girl child, At the age range of 2530 vears,
they should have completed theie higher education if they were in comrse.

The respondents could neither perceive that women could perferm bester than men on thele similar jobs, o
atherwise,

Howeves, they percesved that their shadies could heve been easier if dope carlier, This corrobarates their view tha
they would support early Bducation of gids.

The tmplication of these resualt is that the Pat-tme pregromme bas potential for belpomg (o brddgs the gemder
dlﬁpnrhj' in Edacation in Migeria It is a welcome dml-apm:nt that M1 has m-uq,:rrq;lp;l the Part=rime PITETaAmmes
in Liniversities.

Cronder Imbalance 15 soticeahls in exrehment 10 different disciplines i disfavor of women {wajieba, 20011 |21, And
this is adributed partly to the low liksracy |level of many porents n Migeda, With perceplion that these pan dime
stadents will confidentily suppart equal Education of boys and girls, these imbalsnces will begin to be elimipasd
Such parents will bordly suppon the disnpdon of the givls Bdacation becsuge of masrispe as ohserved in tha
raditiomal snciety in MNigeria [12].

The isswe of geoder imbalance (o the acedemin [T] is part of the vicious clrels of gember ineguallty o e sccess o
Education right from the primany schael level, As the part time progrumme attmcts more women, and they peresive
of their confidence o aspive for higher Bdecation, takie up kighee jobs it the sociery. some of them may joo the
scademin amnl encourage their girl children to do so. The following recomamendaticns are stmed 50 & (o susaining
WOMENs” oppartuniiy o acoess higher Education Mrough the port me programmes.

Hecommendatinns

*  The guidelines staved by the WUC [11] should be adhersd i by ol stakebolders so a5 o assure quality pan
time propranunes I6 Sigesia One of them Bs tha e programimes sheakd be subjecied v KU acereditstion
s done for the (Ul time Siuders.

= However, the limiaion of pant time programmes w0 main Dniversity Campus: shoeold be resviewsd sipee
part Eme sdests find i sagier o study near thels families and work places and the spread of UnEverdry
Cumpases in Migeria bs nor yal highly localmed.

o 401 Calleges off Edeestion boeding depree programenes glosld alse hoss the Past-tinee eqnivalent of comrae
approved for them, sigee both are dubrectad to acercditation of MLUIC.

& Pam dme programmes shoall be epcousaged especially in the sandwich and weskend mode iirce they
ohract more females . than the open distance leaming mode which uses higher level informagion 2nd
commumcaticn techoelogy (10T,

Conelusinmn

From the results of this smdy which eommraborates that of previous: similar studies the part time progrumms s @
verliable ool in hridging the pender inbalapce in access oo hipher educatbon in Nigeda. The empowerment of
womner which the countey @8 comomitiod 1o sehieving could be sipnificantly purseed through part time programne:,
Il hasic liferacy is necessary o impaove parlicipation of women in national development, the acquisizion of Bigher
Edueatlon through part ime peograrmmes will have more influesce in enhaecing their productdvity in Migerk
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