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Abstract

Educarion (s a social, economic cultural, civil and political right of the girl child, The sty is on
aecess fo and relention of the girl-child in public prinary schools in Delta State, The central focus
af this paper was to determine the factors that will enhance the envolment and retention of girls in
public primary schools in fka Educational zome of Delta State. The smdy was guided by five
research guestions, The study s survey design with a sampled population of 280 respondents,
Information collected from Minisoy af Buasic and Secondary education on pupils enrolmens in
public primary schools and a questionnalre way developed as the main data colleciion insiruciion,
Dasa was analysed through descripitve statistics in form af tables and mean deviations. The result
af the study shows that boys are still more than girls in primary schoels. Findings also revealed
that there is increase in girls envolmend, Determinants for envolment and retertion for the givl-
child included encouragement though free education and scholarship, provision of adeguate
facilities and conducive learning enrolment, appropriate bill on girl-child education and
enlightenment compaigns for girl child education. It was recommended that for positive envolment
and refention of girls in schools to ensure sustainable development in line with the findings. The
governmert should jormulate policies favewrable to givi-child educarion, pavents should be
encowraged fo send the girls child te school though educaring then on the benefiis of giri-child
education among others.
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Introduction

Schools open their doars 1o girls as well as boys in all Nigerian primary schools, Girls education is

not cnly a fundamental right but alse on important catalyst for economic growth and human

development (Oxfam 200{). There has been extensive campaigns by both national and

internetional governments and bodies on the nesd for provision of girl-child education in recent

vears. The campaign are on accessibility, to education for all children of school age and especially

the girl child. The girl-chiid is a female child born to the family community, society or nation

(Ajudeonu 2008).The girl-child education is not negotiable because of the urpent task facing the

global development community of which Migeria is inclusive. The girl child education can be used

for sustainable development in MWigeria and the world at large. Since literacy remains a major

impediment in the development and well being of women (L'INESCO 2007) Developing reasons

for the education of the girl-child for Africa Women Educations (FAWE, 2010} enumernted a

number of reasons in favour of educating the girl child.

These are:

. Educating girls is a basis human right

. Educating girls promotes gender equity

s Educating girls is a better invesiment than boy's education because it has the highest retum
investment in the developing country. It has multiplier effects and empowers women to bring
ahout other necessary changes like smaller family size, increased income and more market
productiviry.
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* Studies by cducationalists had always favoured more benefits on educating girls but more
males continue to go to school work cooupy their way up in politics and other position in
Nigeria. Thus women who constitute half of world population remain about 203 of the world's
tliterates (USAID 2004). In Africa, 64% of illiterates are women (UNESCO 2007

Access to education connotes the right 1o education. Accessibility of the girl-child to education has
to deal with the availability, ability and freedom to get the education needed. Though there has
been many campaigns for the girl-child accessibility to education by UNESCO, FAWE EFA and
UBE at various times but the true is that many girls do not have this asccess to education. Research
has shown that girls do not have access to schools and causes pointed out by Okeke, Nzem and
Njoku (2008) included poverty socio-cultural broken home, poverty, child labour girls used as
house helps among other factors has implicated the girl-child education. Again those girls who
even enrolled in school, many of them do not complete their primary education s shown in some
local government area of Delta State Enrolment and retention of the girl child in Delta State
primary school according te the record obtained from the Ministry of Education, Asaba of primary
(4) four to primary six (6) from 2004/2015 /2015/2016 and 2016/2017 sessions shows that in all
the twenty five local Government, the numbers of girls were lower in most LGA and the retention
from primary four (o primary six were the same. The question is why is it that most girls are not
able to finish their primary school education? As already mentioned many researchers has given
their opinions on why the girl child do not complete their schooling. Cultural beliefs and poverty
conditions of parents and guardians and responsible. [t has been an old belief in Nigerian culture
that the girl child should be used as a domestic instrumem for taking care of the siblings and
cooking for the family when the parents and gunrdians go to farm, trade or work Njoku (2008)
identified child labour poverty, and lack of sponsorship, quest for wealth, truancy/ bereavement,
broken home, engagement of children (girl child) as house helps as factors or the clog in the wheel
of childrens access to education and why many girls who enroll in school do not complete their
education. According to World Bank (2003) more than 350 million people, over half Africans
population live below the poverty line of one dollar a day. This strongly implies that poverty too
excludes children including the girl child from school enrolment and retention to completion of
primary school education.

The immediate past Governor of Delta State Dr. Emmanuvel Fweta Uduagha declared war on
parents who were sending children to hawk wares in mator park and markets during school period
with the establishment of “EDUMARSHALL". He prescribed some punishment for any parents
that the child is found hawking wares. The story is different today in the state, Many children are
out of school due to the cconomic recession and increase in school fees and school materials.

Gender gap in gross enrolment rate in Nigeria had be glaring both in the North and South. As
reported by the strategy for the acceleration of girls education in Nigeria (SAGEN, Ballemy
(2003)'s findings, girls and boy"s primary schoal Gross Enrclment Rate (GER) between 1991 1o
2001 shows that the gender gap favouring boys remained consistently wide. Therefore closing gap
is the key to achieving universal primary education in Nigeria, There were alarming observation as
ohserved by UNICEF (2003) in the finding of Bellam (2003) who GER in some states (Anambra,
Osun, Kogi, Sokoto, Zanfara and Yobe) In northern states, the gap averages over 30% in favours
of boys while in the south Easiern states like Anambra, the gap is about 10% in four of girls The
challenge remain the achievement of gender parity ensuring that the girl child enrolls, and
complete primary school education in Delta State.

The roles of females in the society are crucial determinants of pirls staying in the school. Mulupa
{2000) asserted that sex roles, expectations of the African society of the role of the girl child
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cost of sending a daughter to school is very high. Since gender role for girls are many and cuﬁ:::umus-,
girls have to work longer hours as their maothers, as epposed to boys who have fewer related roles, This
therefore results in lower enrolment for girls in primary schaol especially for primary four 1o primary
six. This fact limits the opportunily of girls 1o access and complete their primary school education ag
tompared with boys (Onyange 2003)

Positive attitude towards attaining education by females/girl child is not wides pread in Africa countries
and so as Nigerian states and especially in some local government areas of Delta State studies have
revealed that rate of schooling of girls were lower than of hoys —as shown in table 3.1 and figure (1),
This has serious implications for girls educational development and the suitability of National
development. The girl-child’s nature is associated with certain deficiencies and defectiveness Onvango
(2003). This perception affects the level of atteinment of education of the girl child and her remaining
in school to complete her primary education, As opined by Saleh and Kwade (2012). This erroneous
views In some quarters still overt diserimination and determined resistance 1o the idea of giving girls
equal chances to completing their schooling. But thanks to Millenmium Development Goals [(MIXGS)
that have set a target in this multifaceted human center of development. As one of their principal
foundations, the goals link progress on education, health, poverty relief and the environment with girls®
right 1o squality in schooling (LUNICEF 2004, This new approach and the goals should hold promise
for the: lives of girls and the fate of nations.

This study is aimed at assessing the status of girl child enrolment in Delta State primary schools and
strategies to enhance enrolment and retention of the tirl child in primary schools, It is expected that the
result of this study will have implications for the effective ways of enhancing gir-child enrolment and
retention in primary schools, Therefore this study is guided by the following research questions.

- What is the current status of Girl-child enrolment in public primary schools in Delta State?
What is the level of enrolment of the girl-child in the public primary schools?

What are the strategies for enhancing girl-child enrolment in public primary schoals?

What are the sirategies for enhancing girl-child retention in public primary schoaols?

What arc the problems associated with girl-child enrolment and retention in public primary
schools?

Method

The survey research design was adopted for this study. This design is adopted to allow for easy
administration of the guestionnaire by the researcher to may respondents to interpret the existing
prevailing condition. This is in consonance with Nworgu (1991) that survey research design as one in
which 1 group of people or items are studied by collecting and analyzing data from a few peaple or it
s considered to be representative of the entire group. The population of this study consisted of all
pupils in primary school in Delta State in all the twenty-five (25} local education Authority. The two
local government arcas were selected for this study that is All public primary schools in Ika Narth East
and lka South Local Government Aress. The stratified random sampling technique was used to select
280 respondents made of 140 teachers from two local Government areas respeciively as shown on table
Fals
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Table 3.1: Showing the sample for the study

5N LGA No o NO Gl sampled Mo of subject m 'otal no of
school  school each school sample

I A ROl Ea=t. 57 = T EL)]

2 . Tka i3 14 [ 140

Grand total 3 110 I8 0 280
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The questionnaire was the instroment used for data collection, The four-likert seale questionnaire
was constructed and administered by the researcher. The questionnaire were disturbed and
retrieved by the researchers with help of research assistants. The reliability of the instrument was
established by the Cronbachs reliability co-efficient and reliability co-efficient of alpha level of
826 was obtained. To establish the validity of the final copy of the questionnaire for this study, the
instrument was validated by some senior lecturers in the school of Education, College of
Education, Agbor.

Drata on primary school was collected at the Dielta State Universal Basic Education Board, Asaha.
Al the various schools for the administration of the questionnaires of the schools heads and
teachers assisted the researchers in the administration of the questionnaires. The data was analyzed
using descriptive statistics of frequencies and percentages for item distribution and research
questions answered by item means and standard deviation.

Results

The results are shown on tables 3-6

Research question one: What is the current status of Girl-child enrolment in public primary schools
in Deltn State?

Table 2: Current status of the Girl-child enrolment in public primary schools in Delta
StateMinistry of basic and secondary education

Sum m:g of pupils enrPoment in public primary school 20162017 academie session
Mo of schoaolg Cirand total
% F T

1 Aniocha Morth 36 3001 3B30 773l
2 Anigcha South 34 5327 4918 16275
3 Bomadi 14 2687 2602 5289
- Burutu 65 10321 11146 22067
3 Ethiope East 62 T3 6889 14152
] Ethiope West 47 96d0 9351 1 89497
7 Ika Marth West 57 5740 G196 11943
B Ika South 53 [Z052 11782 23834
q Ok Morth 41 6634 B335 13189
14 Iscko South 48 5300 5630 11216
11 Mdokwa Fast 70 4335 4374 RR6
12 Mdokwa Wiest 49 7434 7160 14594
13 Okpe 40 5342 4974 10316
I4 Ckshimili North 31 4782 4309 o049 ]
5 Ckshimili South 23 70 8334 16074
6 Patani 19 2605 2666 5361
17 Sapele 42 8228 BTG 16304
B Tldu 41 6a17 6723 [ 3630
19 Ughelli Morth 72 13625 16402 32727
20 Ughelli South G2 G223 TiR1 16604
21 LUkwuani 32 Fl08 4839 1QaTy
22 Llvwie 25 3545 5416 10961
23 Warri North 45 4523 4201 B724
24 Warrith South 37 T761 7508 15350
25 Warri South West 44 4154 3876 2030

Total 1113 170182 165237 335419
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Source: Ministry of Basje and secondary Education Asaba
The table shows 2016/2017 academic session summary of Pupils enrolment inpublic priman
schoals in Delta Stags in all the twenty-five (25]) local Government areas. The grand tota! for the
public primary schools was 335,419 total for boys was 17ul 182, while that of girls was 155, 237.
With a different of 4,945 less than hays' enrolment,

Again out of the twenty-five Local government Area only in five (5) LGAS were girls
enrolment greater than those of boys,
Lmseamh Juestion two: What is the level of enrolment of the girl-child in the public primary

hiools,

Table 3; level of Girl-child enrolment in public primary schools
et ST 00 Lsiri-chil

SNo  Items No  Mean SD

I A& enTalment of girls i my school 5 INCreasing b L I EF

2 The enrolment of girls in my school is decreasing 280 210 L0

3 Only female children for wealthy families are enrolled 280 2.9 1.78
in my schoal

4 Female from all socio economic background are 280 3.32 0.26
enrolled in school

5 The bays/Girls ratio is equal/almost equal 280 268 0.25

l.:'.DI'I't}mI‘M from field work

The above table revealed the responses of all the respondents on the level of enrolment of the girl
child in public primary schools. It shows there increase in enrolment of the gild child since the
mean response of increasing enrolment iz 2.06 while the mean response of deceasing girl-child
encolment in public school iz 2,10 below the accepted mean of 2.50 decision line. The respondents
disagreed that only females from wealthy families enroll in public primary schools with a mean of
2.20 while agreeing girl-child from al] socio-economic background are enrolled in school. With a
mean of 2.68, the respondents agreed that the ration of Boy/girls are almost equal.

Research question three: What are the strategies for enhancing girl-child enrolment in public
primary schoals,

Table 4: strategics for enhancing girl-child enrolment in public primary schools
e TUANERIER

SiNo Items Mo Mean 5.0

i Legislation should put to cnhance zivlehid 380 266 037
enrolment

2 Girls should be given free scholarship to 280 368 0.11
encourage their enrolment

3 Girls should have separatc schools to improve 2.80  2.64 .27

= their enrolment

4 Parents should be sensitize on the importance of 2.80  3.00 0,47
girl child education to chance enrolment

5 Parcits  should be educated on the role of 2.80 332 0,10

education in the life of the girl-child in the
society and in job placement

Computed from feld work,

Table 5 shows respondents perception on the strategies to enhancing girl-child enrolment in public
primary schools, The tespondents gencrally agreed on the strategies for enhancing girl child
enrolment in public primary schools, The respondents generally agreed on the strategics For
enhancing girl child enrolment in public primary schools since their mean responses were gredler
than 2.50 which was taken as the minimum significant means score, The strategies for enhancing
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girl-child enrolment in the primary schools in Delta State include putting a legislation 1o encourage girl
child enmlment, giving scholarship and building separate girl-schools. Also parents sensitization of the
importance of girl-child education and the role girl-child education play in the life of the child and in the
society at large.

Research question four: Whar are the strategies of enhancing girl child retention in public primary schools,
Vable3: Strategies for girl-child retention in public primary schools.

S/No Items No Mean =0

i Adequate finding by both Government end NGOs and 280 3.64 0.1z
donation  from agencies to girls should will encourage
retention

2 Application and implementation of 35% representation of 280  3.29 026
women in MNigeria political appointment

3 Law prohibiting girl child labour — using girls as house help 280  3.62 027
will assisi retention

4 Well equipped and conducive school environment with 280 2.91 0.54
adequate security will encourape girl-child retention

5 Using well trained female teachers 1o feach girls will 280 3.04 045

_ enchuraEe thadr retention in school

Computed from field work

Aocording to table 5 on the strategies of retention the girl-child in schools, the best sirategy to be adopted is
adequate fimding of education by both governments, MGOs and agencies with a mean of 3.64 respondenis
also agreed with identified strategies of implementation of 35% women representation i Nigeria politician
appointment with B mean of 329 mean of 3.62 while well equipped and conducive school enviromment with
adequate security and the idea of usmg well trained females teachers with means of 291 and 3.04 all agread
encouraging the retention of the girl-child in the public primary schoals,

Eesenrch question five: What are the problems associated with girl-child enrolment and retention in public
schools in public primary schools?

e ML P i LN PP L B B S N N o N e L e P TRLPEEL Y S

SNo Ftems Mo Mean S0

I Lack of education background of parents 28D aad OxT

2 Poverty of parents iz a detriment to girl child education 280 3.68 .1t

3 Exorbitant school fees force girds owt of school within 280 .64 02z
completion

4 Traditional beliets that boys are morg impartancs than girls 280 308 0.47

5 Some cultural sentiments that zirds are osefil as mother and 280 343 025
women at home than workers in government of other palatals

& Girls are withdrawn from schools for esch marriagesfearly 280 329 045
pregnancies

T Girls are withdrawn for school w help wath socio-economic 280 3.36 0.54
potivities uke-leming irading, hose-help

B Lack of employvment after completion of school discourages 280 298] 0.54
girls enrolment

g Unconducive school environment cavse girls o withdraw from 280 3.62 0.27
schoo!

L0 Lack of pood teacher example in lifestyle and welfare 280 236 021

discourages pirls child school enrolment/retention

The above table revealed respondents opinion on the problems associated with enrolment and
retention of the girl children in the primary school. According to them all the stated problems were
accepted as hindering the girl child enrolment except lack of good teacher example lifestyle and
welfare which had a mean of 2.36 below the significant minimum mean of 2.50 score.
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Discussion
The findings revealed that the girl-child status in public primary school is below i

enralment since in twenty local government areas of boys enrolment was higher than the girls.
Only in five local government the girls enrolment exceeded that of boys. This fnding confirmed

the study conducted by UUNESCO (1986) that there is disparity in male and female enrolment =
primary schools Onywa (2011) stated that girl child énrelment in many Districts in Kema were
poor which was attributed to challenges of early marriages and HIV/AIDS and lack of regards for
girls education.

. 3
-

Findings on the enrolment of girl child in public primary schools, the ratio of girls 10 boys
enrolment is almost equal and the respondents believe that these is increase in girls enrolment.

On the strategies for enhancing the girl-child enrolment in public primary schools parents are 1o be
sensitized on the importance of girl-child education as revealed by the findings also free education
and scholarship should be given to gitls to ercourage their enrelment. This findings is in line with
whao studied the factors militating against the enrolment and retention of girl child in Kaduna state.
Findings of strategies for the retention of girl-child in public primary schools agrees with the report
of UNICEF (2008 that a focus on retention of girls in school will mean breaking barricrs that keep
girls cut of school and promoting factors for retentionsuch as adequate funding, with well
equipped facilities, conducive environment and security. This is confirmed by Owan (2011) and 2
Abungu {2010} on their on factors influencing the retention of girls in schools in Kenya.

Also the findings on the problems associated with enrolment and retention of girls in primary
school agree with UNICEF (2001) Chinew 2008 on the aspect of enrolment strategies. It revealed
that girls are ofien denied by the system due to parents in Africa give preferential treatments to
boys enrolments But it disagreed with Msheda (1971), he revealed in BIU local government arca
of Gongola state parents have liberal attitude towards girl-child education; they believed western
education improved social status of girls. ]
The findings revealed that some traditional beliefs and practices cultural sentiments and socio-
sconomic background were barriers in girls enrolment and retention in school. This finding is in
line with Owan (2011 Chinew (2008), Oywa 2011 and Gorba (2010) (pdf).

Conelusion a ; :
Given the needed opportunities and the requirements for leaming the girl child will excel in
education and contribute to the sustainable development of Nigeria. Enhancing female enralment
and retention in primary school is very crucial to the development of the nation as the girl-child
remain & mother in many factors of life including nation building and sustainable development

Recommendations _ _
To ensure positive enrolment and retention of the girl-child fn public primary schools in Delia

State for sustainable development in Nigeria, the following are, hereby recommendad in ling with
the findings of this study: : :

1. Government should formulate policies favourable to female leamers in particular to
enhance rentention rates in public schools through the provision of necessary learning
facilities in public primary schools. : o

2. Serious campaigns should be done to encourage the enrolment of the girl child in primary
school which is the foundation all educational system if the nation development must be
sustained. Delta State government should a  matter of agency retum  the
“EDUMARSHALL” back to motor parks and markets to discourage hawkings among
primary school age pupils
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3. The government in Liason with parents and school administration should provide =
conducive lecaming environment with adequate security for the girl- child.

4. Government should epact and implement appropriate bill that encourage compulsory
primary school attendance by all children especially the girl-child.

3. Young Nigeria girls in rural areas should be made to disregard the wrong notion that their
education ends in the kilchen. Gone are the days when an African woman is believed to
remaln only in the kitchen. The girl child needs education that will empower her to face the
challenges of today, tomorrow and be able to contribute top sustainability of development
in the Nation.
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