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PARENTAL DEPRIVATIONS AND THE DILEMMA OF THE GIRL-CHILD IN THE
SOCIETY: IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHERS

by
Ajudeonun, Helen Thicnoyemaolor, Ph.D*

Abstract

The Girl-child is a product of two people, man and woman, who are called parents. The vital
place and role of parents in the life of any girl-child cannot be overemphasized. Populations

of nwo hundred teachers were sampled for the study. The paper ldentified the causes of
parental deprivations to include death, divorce and separation, a girlchild wsed o house-

help, among others. Parental deprivaiions have implications on the life of the Girl-child,

Therefore, the teachers in schools should identify children from deprived homes and render
academic social, financial and psychological help as much as possible. The study advocaled
that parenrs should keep thely markal vows, plan their families and avoid amithing that would
fead 1o separation or divorce. Equal love and edueational opportunity should be given 1o

everyvehild irvespective of gender:

Iniroduction

Deprivation has many laces; the child who grows up in a2 home which 15 culturally and
educationally un-stimulating is handicapped by environmental deprivation. The child who is
unloved and rejected by parents suffers emotional deprivation. Also, the child who lives in
residential Child Care for a long period or permanently is deprived of normal family life.
Deprivation is also categonzed by Njoku (2004) 1o include psychological deprivation,
educational deprivation, mental deprivation, social deprivation, emotional deprivation,
spiritual deprivation, environmental deprivation, economic deprivation and institutional
deprivation. The society exposes us o one or more of these deprivations from time to time due
to some factors.

The girl child begins to learn from the day she is born and from this day too, she is affected by
parental love. At best, such love is unconditional, whether it is a boy or girl, attractive or
unattractive, This caring/affection is so all — pervasive that it communicates itself to help in
everything that the parents do for the child. If this early experience of love has been lacking, if
she has been rejected or deprived, the child will be apathetic or unrespensive. The
unconditionally accepted and loved child. leams to live in a pleasurable awareness of her own
identity, the jov of rewarding relationship and a desire for approval whach afierwards aid
leaming in life. The rejected child 15 deprived not only of affection bul simultaneously,
becomes hoth backward and maladjusted.

The home environment can maks or mar, retard or promote the development of the girl child.
Evidence has been accumulating on the damaging effects of a culturally impoverished or
deprived environment. A home, be it small or big which fails to provide necessary condition to
develop the girl ¢hild's potential will eventually result in some deprivations. In short, the
effects of an un-stimulating home background of unhappy relations between child and parents
are emotional difficulties, stunted intellectual development and poor educational
achievements.

*The Avthor is of the College of Education, Aghor, Delta State
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Pringle (1972} poinied out that children wheo grew up in adopied homes show much better
emotional adjustment and educational attamnment than those who have remained with their
own mothers ina stressful deprived environment. Parents should therefore establish a loving,
secure mutnally satisfying relationship with children and provide an environment which
stimulates a personal bond of affection between the girl child and parents.

Parents are the first and closest people a girl child have relationship with in life. The vital place
and role of parents in the life of the girl child cannot be overemphasized. Every child looks up
tor the parents for love, care and provision of basic needs of life such as love, food, clothing,
and shelter. Every child has the right to enjoy the basic needs and when a gird child lacks these
needs or deprived of these needs from the parents, the girl child is faced with some problems
which tend to cut off her relationship with the parents at that tender age. Apart from the basic
needs of life, parents also provide good medical care and good education for the girl child.
Every girl child has a right to good education and parents should avail the girl child all
educational opportunities.

Parental depnivation is & situation where the girl child 15 denied of whatsoever things she
ought to receive from the parents (Njoku 2004), Parental deprivation 1s common in the socicty
today. Starting from the home, a girl chald faces a hostile parent who does not show love, The
child 1s depnived emotionally; no care, no love and all these torment the gird chaild.
Deprivations may present itself in various situations. A girl child bomn at a time the parents
were expecting a boy child could suffer rejection. Circumstances like death of parents, ill-
health, divores or separation on the part of the parents could militate against the love and care
a child recerveés from the parents and is depnived. Other incidence of a girl child being used as
a house help outside her own home deprive her of parental care as well as being taken care of
by a nanny or house help when the parents are precceupied in career and business. In faet,
1$3ues of parental deprivation abound in our homes and the girl child is disadvantaged inmost
CIFCUMSIANCEs,

Research findings have shown that families blessed with sons and daughters tend to give
preferemtial treatment to boys. Mamman (2003 ) and Dauglas (2012) in their study stated that
parental resources were devoted to sons than daughters, This was because of the perceved
extra benefits of advancing male employment as a result of education than a perceived more
limited benefits from the girl child advancing through employment. In other words, parents
perceived that they gain more from male children than female children when employed after
education.

According to the Beijing conference of 1995, the girl child is particularly vulnerable
especially the abandoned, homeless and displaced, street children who are discriminated
against, From all indications, the gir] child status has not been favourable. From the traditional
homes, she is relegated, harmiul traditional practices and culture makes her a mother and a
cook. Al the societal level, she is secondary and at the wider world she is seen, but not
accorded the rightful status and recognition, Hence, one could ask, Is being a pirl childa
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eurse? I rightly say, No. Since in the beginning, God made them male and female but the
'people’ made gender differences and diserimination which thus made the girl child suffer
deprivations in the society.

Statement of Problem

There have been gencral outery from individuals, groups, governments and international
bodies on harmful practices facing the girl child. These practices have come as a result of
some deprivations suffered by the girl child. The continual presence of these unbaptized
practices hampers girl child status as she is denied or deprived of her power from home due to
parental deprivation. The study therefore seeks to find out the causes of parental deprivation
of the girl child.

Research Questions:
The study was guided by the following questions:
1. 'What are the causes of parental deprivation?
2. What effects will parental deprivation have on the Girl-child?
3. What are possible remedies or ways of preventing parental deprivation?

Hypotheses:

Two null hypotheses were tested at .05 level of significance.

Hao, There is no significant difference between the mean rating of male and female teachers on
the cause of parental deprivation.

Ho, There is no significant difference between the mean ratings of male and female

Purpose of the Study:
The purpose of the study was 1o investigate the incidence of parental deprivation of the girl-
child. Specifically, the study sought to:

a.  identify the causes of parental deprivation of the Girl-child in the society.

b. assessthe consequences of parental deprivation on the givl child

c. determine possible remedies orways of correcting this problem

Method

Research Design: The study was a survey type and as such was looking for information on
facts, attitude and opinicns of respondents. This design was congidered ideal for this study
because the study involved collecting data from a sample of teachers on parental deprivation
which has effects or consequences on the girl-child status in the society and the possible ways
of remedying or correcting this problem in order to improve the girl-child's status in the
socicty,

Population and Sample: The population of the study composed of a total of five hundred and
ninety three (593) in the twenty-one secondary schools in Tka South Local Government Area
of Delta State.
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Sample and Sampling Technique::The sample of the study was made up of two hundred
teachers in the twenty-one secondary schools in the Local Government Area. Purposive
random sampling technique was used to select the subjects. This was done by randomly
selecting hundred male and hundred female teachers from the twenty secondary schools. In
the twenty secondary schools, equal number of five male and five female teachers were
randomly selected. The technique emploved by the researcher was to ensure that every
member of the targel population was adequately represented.

Instrument for Data Collection: Questionnaire titled “The Girl-child and Parental
Deprivations in the Society™ (GCPDS) was constructed by the researcher, The questionnaire
was the instrument for data collection. The construction was guided by the related liternture
reviewed, The questionnaire had four sections; A, B, C, and D. section A contain items
cliciting bio-data information of the respondents while section B had (15) fifteen items with
information on perceived causes of Parental Deprivations. Sections C and I had ten (10
items each on the consequences of Parental Deprivation on the Girl-child and possible
remedies or ways of correcting parental deprivation of the Girl-child, The response option to
the items were structured on a four point rating scale of Strongly Agree SA = 4 points. Agree
{A)= 3 points Disagree (D) = 2 points and strongly disagree (SD) =1 point,

Validation and Reliability of the Instrument: The guestionnaire was validazed by experts
from School of Education of the College of Education Agbor. The validation covered face,
language construction, relevance and clarity. The reliability of the instrument was estahlished
using the Cronbach Alpha method. The researcher administered the GCPDS guestionnaire on
the only secondary school which was not part of the actual study. A reliability co-efficient
vilue of 0.76 was obtained. This was considered adequate for the study.

Method of Data Collection: A face to face mode of questionnaire administration was
employed by the researcher. This was possible due to the use of one local Government in the
state. Also, it was to ensure the total recovery of the copics of the questionnaire administered
to the respondents. All the two hundred (200) copies of the questionnaires distributed were
returned and used for the study.

Method of Data Analysis: The data collected from the respondents were subjected to
statistical analyses using the mean rating and t-test. Mean was used to answer the research
questions. A mean of 2.50 and above was adopted as the decision rule for the items. The t-test
was used to test the null hypothesis at .05 level of significancE



Results
Research Question 1: What are the causes of parental deprivation?

Table I: Mean Ratings on the Causes of Parental Deprivations
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Results from the analysis in Table 1 above showed that the fifteen itemns obtained mean scores
above the decision rule of 2.50. Therefore the causes of parental deprivations identified in the
study were accepted.

Research Questions 2: What effects will parental deprivation have on the girl-child?
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Table 2: Mean Ratings on the Effects of Parental Deprivations on the Girl-Child
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Results from the analysis i Table 2 showed that the ftems obtained mean scores above the decision rute of 2.50.
Therefore, the effects of parental deprivation an the girl child were ascepted,

Research Question Three: What are possible remedies or ways of preventing parental

deprivation?
Table 3: Mean Ratings on the Possible Remedies or Ways of Preventing Parental Dieprivation
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Feesult from the anglysis in table three (3) showed that the ten items obtained mean scores
above the decision rule 0f 2.50. Therefore, the possible remedies/ways of preventing parental
deprivation were accepted.

Ho,: There 15 no significant difference in the mean ratings of male and female teachers on the
causas of parental deprivation
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Table 4: Summary of T-Test Analysis of the Mean Ratings of Male and Female
Teachers of Causes of Parental Deprivations
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Table 4 above showed that the caleulated value of 3.25 is greater than the ernitical value of
.63 with 198 degree of freedom of (.05 level of significance. Null hypothesis | is
therefore not rejected.

HO,; There 1s no significant in the mean ratings of male and female teaches on the effects of
parental deprivations on the girl-child

Table 5: Summary of T-Test Analysis of the Mean Ratings of Male and Female Teaches
on the Effects of Parental Deprivation on the Girl Child

“Variahle | Total . LT H DF Cal. T | Critical Prob Ihecision
Ma
X T
Biale 1 it 45,00 1522
Teachers
Female 198 W) | 1.63 | £ Agospt
Teacher
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Table 5 showed that the calculated t—test of 3.07 is greater than the critical value of 1.63 with
198 degree of freedom at 0.03 level of significance. Null hypothesis 2 is therafore not
rejected.

Discussions:

The result of this study has revealed the canses of parental deprivation on the girl child.
Analysis of data based on rescarch question one and the test of null hypothesis one shown in
table one and four confirmed the authenticity of the above findings. It was observed that all
the itemized causes of parental deprivation have their mean scores above 2.50. The
acceptance of the null hypothesis one proved that there is no significance difference n the
mean rating of male and female teachers on the causes of parental deprivation. This was
evidenced from the fact that the caleolated t-value of 3.25 was greater than the critical t-value
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of .63, The above finding was in agreement with Njoku (2004 ) which stated that paternal and
maternal deprivation with a critical analysis is causes and effects.

Consequently, the analysis of data based on research question two and a t-test of the null
hypothesis two as shown on table 2 and five revealed that the ten identified effects of parental
deprivation were accepted, having obtained a mean rating of above 2.50, Evidently, the
findings the null hvpothesis two revealed that male and female teachers unanimously
accepled the effect of parental deprivation on the girl child. This is evidenced in the study
because the calculated t-value of 3.08 is greater than the critical t value of 1.64 hence, there is
no significance between male and female teachers on their opinion on the cffects of parcntal
deprivations on the girl child. This is supported by the study of Ihebereme (2008) of poor
home training as evidence of negligenee of duty by parents,

On research question three, the ten identified items for possible remedies or ways of
preventing parental deprivation obtained above 2.50 mean ratings. Therefore, they are
accepled as pessible remedies for parental deprivations on the girl child,

Implications for Teachers

The home remains the first place of formative stage of the child. If the girl child suffers
parental deprivation, then the teacher at school would be in the best position to offer
assistance to the girl chald, Njoku (2004) stated the following as school / tcachers' roles:

1. School authorities and teachers should try 10 identify children from deprived home
and render help where possible academic, secial or psychological

2. Avoid reminding the child that her home is not stable or even making remarks that
would dehumanize her,

3. The teacher should help ' protect them from exploitation, extortion, sexual
harassment and so on

4. Where the school is financially stable, a rehabilitation scheme could be opened for
such children to help them take care of themselves.

5. Teachers should be mindful of the ethics of the profession in the performance of their
duty to the deprived children.

6. Teachers should encourage deprived girls to take their studies seriously in arder to
overcome the side effects of parental deprivation.

7. Teachers should make out time to visit homes where parental deprivations become
pronouncaed.

Conclusion

Parental deprivation of the girl child could be a fearful challenge in our workd today. IT the girl
child lacks parental care of any sort, its effect could be disastrous. It i3 advisable that parents,
no matter their status or edueation, should provide adequate love and care in the home and be a
role model to their children. Education, money or position cannot play the role of a parent.
Fmally, the school, church and government should ensure the removal of bamiers to
encourage the full development of the potentials of the girt child in the society.
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Recommendations

The home/Tamily 15 the main influence at the formative stage of the girl-child. Ttis important
that parents should play thetr roles and ensure that the girl-child suffers no deprivation.
Firstly, parents should keep their marital vows, plan their familics and avoid anything that
would lead to separation or divorce.

Secondly. equal love should be shown to the girl-child and the boy-child. There should be no
diserimimation on the basis of genders.

Thirdly, parents should learn not fo give out the girl-child at a tender age to people who are
heartless.

Fourthly, aveid mamying many wives and having many children to enable vou give them
equal attention and love 5o that the girl-child suffers no lack.

Fifihly, do not allow the health or death of the mother to rob the girl-child the love and care you
have for her.

Sixthly, for parents who are 'so busy” and pre-occupied in career, business and trades, they
should as much as possible make less use of house-helps in reaning the girl-child at tender
age, Do not forget that the formative stage ol the girl-childisthe most important.

Seventhly, equal educational oppormunities should be given to both male and female children.
Theissue of 'nomonay’ 20 bovs first, should be discouraged.
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