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Edp and Delta States.  The popwiation for stucdy was meae ug one hungred anid #’{‘:‘;’:V s
lecturers in Business Education in the s Colleges of Education in Edo and Defta states. Cut of
which sixty were randomly sompled. The instrumeat for the study wis the questionnaires. Deota
rollected was analyzed using descriplive statistics of mean, stondard deviaiion and t-test. The
- paper concludes thot utilizing the potential for the internet in busingss education will heip to
make schools more productive ond efficient than they currently are, ond transform teaching and
learning into oclive process connected to rel dife. The poper recommends thot business
educatars should constantly engage 1\ training and retraining programs to updot: ond increase
thair information technology knowledge and comoetencies to effectively utfiize the resources on
student learning
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INTRODUCTION

The explosion of the internct In the 1990s, the emergence of a variety of low-
cost computing devices and increased diffusion of computers throughout society
ushered in a wave of education policies and projects in developing economies arouhd’
the world designed to prepare students to effectively engage in the information age.
" Business educators have always accepted that change i5 a fact of life. From the
wypewriter ta the transitor, business curriculum has continually shaped itsell to meet the
needs of busingss. As a result, the success and survival of Businass Education constantly
depends on its ability to adapt and keep pace with the needs of Its customers, These
changes present challenges far both the leamer and the instructor. However, it is the
business sducatars that must be willing to adapt and manage these challenges to ensure
successful programs for the future. {Roderich 2013)

The internet is the most recent and fastest growlng part of the age of
information technology. The inception of the internet actually-began over 15 years ago
5 a United States defense department project. The internet is now a global computer
network that allows millions of computers sround the world to communicate thraugh
the telephone system and other comminication lines. The internet is also referred to as
web and the digital information superhighway (Roderick 2013}, it was the invention aof
the world wide web by Tim Berners-lee and the hfting of the ban on commercialization
that sparked such incredible growth of the internet. Two key features of the internet
are, the epormous amount of information it cantains and the speed at which this
information can be accessed and published,

The impact of the internet is felt pverywhere in society and it has become an
everyday household term. Currently over 100 million people in 150 countries around
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viorld are using the internet (Roderler, 01 3). Tha web may he the fastest growing
arnet white e-mail is the most widely used, The modern day use of the interpnet acts
= communication tool to provide the function of on line interd ction and collaboration.

e yory cOnvenience, it prormotaes asynchronous |earning when

cation from internet |
arly done with very iow matginal cost, Yery pood for automated types gf tasks

re it might be expensive tg pay teachers 10 sirply cover the same repetitive les500
again (Goolsbee, 2000). The internet adds a new dimension 10 the
_ rovides students the op portunities 1o engagEe in more challenging and
fife-like activities. The secretary of aducation, Richard Riley of Alton crews middle

'_si:h-:rul ctates “the internet is the hlackboard of the future and the future Is here and

now”. Using the internet requires one to IMprove upon a humber of skills including
verbal, writken, critical thinking, computer and \elecommunications. The internet
iting and fun. Because business education Curriculum is

makes learning active, BX&
driven by standards for and about business, teaching and using internet fit pe rfectly into

many areas of the business cutriculum.
E-rnail which is 2 compenent of the internet far out-weights the usefoiness and
efficiency of the post office even phone canversation.  Yet, a-mail is the choice of
communication for more snd more people {Roderick 2013) E-mall can be sent any time
of the day and arrives within minutes to the desired party’s mail box. E-mail computer
does not need to beon o receive the message. Many students who have used e-mail to
communicate with their teachers find it axtremely resourceful and a wonderful way o
stay in touch with thelr teacher when otherwise it would be difficult. tls obvlous that
internet e-mail can and does strengthen the bridge of communication betwesn the
*.ducational team of Lea cher, parent and student.
world Wide Web as another corponent of the internetis a set of software tools
and standards that allows users 1o obtain and distribute information stored on a SeTVer
and connected 10 internet. World Wide web [www) is @ decentrallzed information
system, in which anyone can add new information whenever hefshe wants. Lecture
notes and other teaching materials are placed on the World Wide web and linking
useful websites to these caspurces for students 1o access. In recent years, web and
internet technologies have matured significantly by providing a unlform access media
for both asynchronous and synchromous learning. ;
This phenomenon has significantly increased the popularity of online learning

(Chen 2004). The usagc of web technologies i e-learning are further anhanced with the

web 2.0, which is a set of economic, social and rechnological trends that facilitate 3

mare socially connected web where everyone is able 1o add to and edit the information

space (Andersen, 2007).
gusiness Educators are faced with challenges of utilizing internat facilities in their

lessons. The facilities art yery expensiv 1o AT CGCALT 2, gchools have 2 limited amount of
funds that they dedicate tn internet facilities. Again, schools and organizations aften do
aot realize a security rick is present of if they do, they may not think it is pressing.
withaut property cprured data, systermns may be r.{:mprnmlsed and security crises £an

e. Users of internet facilities must put in the effort to prevent security failures.
vyworks, Virus

L

ansur
This entails password security for att interniet devices, applications, and ne

and spyware exposure are huge threats and can s'ugniﬂcahtlv damage technology-



Ureltr Business Ediveation Jouenal Vol 5 Mo 1
Added to the above, Business Educatars often continue to use machines and
aperating systems for years in order to save maney. These outdated programs and
devices damage productivity and repairs can be very expensive. Many administrators
and school management rely on tachnically capable employees and their peers who are
% good with computer or technical support helplines and slectronics stores to provides
" adviee and assistance. While this may soem cheaper on the surface, it is more cost-
sffective to develop partnerships with trusted qualified technology experts for advice
- and assistance.

- =5t tement of the Problem

The new global ecanomy created by technological change with internet has
~ sarious implications on the nature and purpose of educational institutions.  Internet
facilities are powerful enabling tools for educational change and reform processes. The
axtent to which this has helped both access to education and the quahtyr of that
" education in Migeria requires determination.

The educational effectiveness of internet facilities depends on their use and
* purpose. Hadded and Brexter (2002) identified a number of levels of technology use in
education and how they can address varying business education challenges. But how
have these facilities been employed in expanding access te and raising quality ‘of
education [Business Education) inclusive in the six colleges of education in Edo and Delta’
States’

Purpose of Study

. The majur purpose of this study Is to examine the roles of internet facilities in
¢ Business Education Programmes, The study specifically intends to:

1 Determine the internet facilities utilized in Business Education Programmes.

FA Determine the internet challenges in the use of Business Educators.,

Research Questions
The following research questions were developed for the study.

1 What Is the extent of utilization of internet facilities In 'E}usinesa Education
Programmes in Colleges of Education in Ede and Delta States? '
i S What are the challenges faced by Business educators in the use of internet

facilities in Business Education Programines Colleges of Education in Edo and‘
Delta States?

1-'.-?

Hypotheses
The following hypotheses have been developed for the study,
Business Educators do not differ significantly with extent of using intermnet
T facilities. -
2 Business Educators do not diffor significantly in the challenges faced in using
internet facilities.

Method
Survey design was used to gather information from lecturers in Business
Education Programmes regarding the extent of utilization of internet facilities in

R TN T R

e o | T e R = .

e

n o —r

=




z Defta Busine s Fducation Joumaol Vol 5 Ne. 1
iness Education Programmes. The population of this is made up of lecturers in the six
gges of Education in Edo and Delta State. Sty (60) was used having sampled. A four
t rating scale questionnaires were developed by the researchers as instrument for
ta collection. The instrument was validated by a Chief Lecturer in Business Education
epartment, Federal College of Education {Technical} Asaba, and a reader ireCollege of
ducation, Ekiadolor, Benin City Edo State. The gquestionnaires were perso nally
=dministered on the lecturers and they were retrieved after one week, The results was
analyzed using mean and standard deviation. Any response from 2.50 is acce pted while
“any response below 2,50 is not accepted.
; _ -

Analysis of Data
. Research Question 1

The extent of utilization of internet facilitics in Business Fducation Programims.

- Table 1:
. Mean, standard deviation and the test of the extent of utilization of internet facilities in
Business Education Progammes, :

- sin Item statement Always Almost  Sometime  Never X 5D Dacision
o wtilsed utllsed Duibed uthized ;
1. ‘Gearching and an R 2 = 146 056 Accepted

penerating materials
for student laarning

2 Electronic maks fu 1R i1 : 163 1048 Accepted
student learning
3. dewnloading al 20 9 - 336 073 Accepted

informattan through
warld wide web {www]
4. Facititates teacher use £ | m £ 3 331 085 Accepied
of campuler soffware
like ms-word,
spreadaheet in
teaching and learming

i

5. Use of video, tape fior 16 12 i 28 206 1.16 Mot

BfE gagrching imformation Accepied

b Lige of teleal f 20 10 - E1H 233 1.2E rot
teleconforencing for sccepted
information !

7. Exams . through . 28 3z 146  0.50 Mot
ploctronic means Accepted

8. Tutorial exerclses on @ 38 22 1.63 043 Mot
camputer rather than i Accepied

¢ classroom !

8. On-line scoring of - 29 31 1.45 050 Mot
students Accapted

10=  Encourages leacher to oy | 39 i.85 ] Mot
give on line assignment : Accapted
{e-mail )
Grand Mean g e 2403 1712

Data in table 1 reveals that Business educators utilizes internet facilities in items
1-4 as they were accepted by the respondents while in item 5-10 they do not utillzed
- Internet facilities as the respondents did not accept the items,
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Research Question 2
What are the problems faced by business Fducators in the use of internet
facilities in business education programs:

Table 2:
Mean, standard deviation and t-test of the problems faced by Business Educators in the |
use of internet facllities in Business Education Programs.

T ST

&N ftem statement SA° A D 50 Y sD Decision
11, Lackof l'qu..!ISJtE skills in internat Fachities 31 2 6 3 331 085 tcceptad
12, Lack of fund to procure necessary technalogy for 22 25 8 & 30 091 Accepied
internct !
13. Mone availability of internet connectivily 38 2@ - - 363 04F Accepted
14, Lack of requisite internet infrastructure and ICT 34 26 - - 356 049  Accepted
] toals
- 15.  Teachars inability to adapt to constant changos 36 2273 1 355 062  Accepied
P 16.  Unreliable power supply to facilitate the use of 38 28 1 1 345 0462 Accopted
= internet -
17.  High cost of traming and retraining business 1 0 20 20 216 14y Mot
teachers In use of internet. Accepted
18.  Lack of requisite skills to acoess information 33 I - ¢ 355 050  Accepted
onling
12,  Inadeguate time to prepare the teacher far 31 2 91 - 336 0.73 Aecepbed

internet wusage
20, Lack of interest by Business Educators injoternel 32 26 2 - 35 056 Accepted

In table 2, the respondents accepted all the questionnaire items except itam 17
that all the problems raised in the questionnaires are actually facing business educatars
¢ inthe use of internet facilities in business education programs.
T-test Analysis

- ———

N R i TN i tan beke
Male 32 3368 0681

5% 149 200 Accepted
Female 28 33.07 0.6Ed

The result of the hﬁpnthmﬁ reveals that t-calculated Is 1.49 is lass than t-critical
of 2.00 at 0.05 level of significance therefore the hypotheses is upheld.

—————

Discussion of findings

The findings of this study reveal that Business Educators in Colleges of Education
in Edo and Delta States seldomly utilized internet facilities in teaching Business
Education courses as they accepted items 1-4 in table 1 but items 5-10 were never
accepted as being utilized, .

Business Educators are faced with a lot of challenges of utllizln,g internet faqhtleﬁ
in their lessons ranging from materials expensive to procure, |nr:|l:.|EI|'!:'yI tu realize that a
security risk is present, usage of machines and operating systems for years in order to
save monay, putting trust on qualified technology experts for advice® ‘and assistance. All
these are in agreement with Thonburg (2000} -
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clusion
Using the internet in te-ching busingss cOUrses by business educators will go @
long way in improving the technology of the students as the waorld is technalogically
globalized. Exploring and realizing the potentials for she internet will help make schools
- more productive and efficient than they are currently are, transform teaching and
. learning into an engaging and active process connected to real life, and prepare the

- current generation af young peaple for te future workplace may he a key determinant
‘gfthe future success ar failure of business educators. :

Recommendations
: The paper recom mends the following:
1. Business Educators chould constantly engage in training and retraining programs

to update and Increase their information technology knowledge and
competencies to effectively utilize the resou ccas an student [@arning.

it Governments at all lavels should endeavour to increase funding for the
education sector to enhance  procuremeant of internet facilities for effective
aducational activities.

i 8 The regulatory hody for Colleges of Education that is Mational Commissian for
Colleges of Education (NCCE] chould ensure an enabling snvironment and
adequate capacity building for effective internet utilization.

4. professional arganizations and government apencles should try as much as
possible to organize <atninars and conferences to update and increase lecturer's
and student’s internet knowledge and competencies. '

ek pedagopical, tachnical and cost ISSUBS should be taken into cangideration for
gach specific technology via internet in teaching and learning practices,
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