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EDITORIAL

ghar Journal of Languages and Literature { AJOLL] is a collection of
A scholarly packaged menu that is sure to nurture the mental hoalth of

Interested readers, It is a yearly publication of the school of languages,
College of Education, Agbor, Delta State, Nigeria,

AJOLL has over the vears attracted articles from highly acclaimed and versatile
academics from tertiary institutions and similar academic bodies across the nation.
This sixth edition is particularly unique. Among other things, it offers more
articulate, robust, incisive, informative and challenging scholarly articles woven
around the disciplines of language, literature and library studies.

There are twenty-four articles in this edition, all straddling the areas of languages
(English, French, 1gbo) linguistics, literature and library. The language- based
articles examine essentially the problems associated with the teaching and
learning of the languages and recommend model approaches and methods that are
peared towards effective teaching and learning of the languages. The role of the
English Language as a tool for national integration is also underscored in this
volume. The edition also features articles on the need for communicative
competence among students of Banking and Finance and for secretarial duties.
From the literary front, the editlon attempts an overview of female Imaging in
Migeria Literary drama. The problem of bad leadership offered by various regimes
of Migerian government over the years, is also captured from the literary
perspective, From the library department, we also have an article on fire
prevention In Migerian libraries.

We wish to thank all the members of the editorial board for their hard work, We
also thank our esteemed contributors for accepting to share their wealth of
knowledge in this volume. We thank them also for their patience and
understanding,

Eziechine, Augustine Obiajulu, Ph.D
Editor- in-Chigf
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MANAGEMENT OF CONCORD IN SENTENCES

BY
OMENOGOR HAPPY DUMBEIL, Ph.D

Department OF E giish
Lioilege OF Educarian Apber Deltn Styta Nigeria

eV cancerd in fentEnces while

lars have defing ‘tencord*
. which:-thew view jt. Crystal
- N Arammatical theory and description to refor o 3
=nts whereby a form of opa w

vi (159

ord raquires 3 torrespandin
Mayi (1999), concord “mea s the a

In seversl Mmanners
(2008), considers It as “A tarm
farmal relationsh ip bebweer
& form of anothep According
& with one anothar i number,

=EUTe apreement betweern only SUBECT and VERE in ;

= definitions, Loncord o

= And pesitinned to function h
Uasely related to the coneo

wreghe [2014), puts it,

Accounting  for dEreemant in @ language requires a
deseription of how elements in a given Censtruction in that

the phi-features thyy ey
shara.

¥ in them s not obse i Brammatical ang

ole o the native spaakers of the language, In a p attempt to explain what
* 1525 a term ugedin prammar i5; 0 Grady [2009) Filys,
Agreement takes Place when one word 5 Inflected to
match certain Brammatical properties of another word,
specially common is dpreement for number (Singular Ve
Plural} and o parson [first pe renn-speaker, secong
PeErsun-addressee, thirg PEESGN-anyone afsal,
= the above quotation, English Bives us a very clegr instance: the suffiy-« is added
—aL s in the present form if thye subrect is the third DErsen singular Eg Tejir| speaks
TS s why Dmenaogaor [£014) says: for 3 SENtENce 10 be congidare Brammatical and

- 2= subject must apree in number with it vagh Kachry (1982] quoted in Dadzie
== the point that
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In second language situations.., as in English in its second
home, where it js wsed as & fpse language (second
language), the comman core.. 15 the same as what jr s in
its. original habital the relationship aof concard s
mandatory... thereforp Nerone will accept a sentence in
which this relationship is loctad,

that fanguage, ‘1o =2
U PRTRGses dea proanis of chummanication bebween speakor [Writer) and
(ressder), It enhances social mobility and defines or humanness” if the rules of
bent o hraken s Oealown 2001 wounld pug i, communication will be distorted apd th=i
of language {in this case English language] will not be achieved, Little wonder the by
in Amos 3:3 ‘asks can two wialk topether unloss they agree to dg 5o To aveld bresis

4, Management of Concord in Sentences

Different types of concord exists, we will now rreat them one after the ath Ef’

L1  Grammatical Concord: This is alsn cal

Mary, Sings every day

Singular Th%h:l Persomn

Subjact singular

Yarb
Grace and Mary Sing,
Flu rahuhr‘ecr Piural
VErt
They aing every day
SU{IFI'.'I_'E F'J{Iral
Varb

She aligs everyday

I .
.E-‘Lnguiar 3™ parson
Subject Eingular

verb

10g
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Facts to be Noted under the Grammatical concord,
4 Any clause or phrase that functions @5 a subject 18 regarded as singular even if it may

comprise a plural neun: Eg

To treat Paul and Peter as criminals is unfair
| v

Subject Singular subject

Tﬂﬂliw;ﬂalmw Iz iliegal,
' y

Subject Singular subject
Plural nouns, titles, names in general that functon as sy bjects should be treated ae
singular, E.g

LT | is an interesting nove,
H!ngu!ﬁl‘ subject SJJ:guJ*r'
Verk
Utugma babes i54a female faathall club,
i} T

Singular subject Singular Verh
o pronoun refers to 3 singular neun earlier mentioned in the zentence, tha proner
shauld be treated as singular, while the thal refers to & plural noun should he treated
5 plural. In ather words, a pronown shoyld Fetain the status of its antecedent In terme
of iumber, Eg.

Nomin treasure their husbands, they need them,
1

v

¥

Antecedeant Pronouns
[Fhural) (Plural)

The woman, treasures hay hushand, she needs hip

i ¥
Seeular Singuiar
Asrecpdend Promoun

¥z subject is followed by intervening correlatives and another subject, the verb of the
Se=Ence agrees with the number of the first subtject. Some of the Intervening

sser=latives arerin addition to, ‘along with' eic, Eg,

105




i. Or Okeke accompanied by his friends has arcived,

Singular
Silyect

i, Fogd in addition to money was given to the labourer.

Sirdular

su bject

i, The provest along with some lecturers was there.

v
Sinpular
atihyect

Agbor fournal i::fi.ﬂn_;gquﬂ and Literature

SinguE*r
Verb.

i, mlip_ignas well as greed destroys Nigeria,
' v

Singular
suhiect

V. J;'I_L._ﬂ_dnim including his wife and children wygin the Piarty.
1

Sirgular
Bubject

£ With the verb “to be' grammatical concord s indicated in the present tense and

past tenze as follows.

Singular
Verb

Sl"rliguflér
Verb

.
singular

Yerb

¥
Sinpular
Yerh

| Suiiect Present lense 151 tense
| am Wil

b N

i You ire .

| o L

| He, /she,/ it is Wik

| We are [ wers R

i Ee T e Wi

I —— — e =

!The_'.-' are were
Examples present lense Past tense, |

| &t not a Foal.

r_':'.ras Nt J'"-huf_

| We are Christians,

We were Christians.

REE B iR TN

|_H-=': i% tired.

|'|':Ts'ﬁ|{i?|_1é'd'_

You were busy.

He was tired,
1 It ;ﬂ.!_i finished.
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| aleis there,

"She was thers.

| You are Christians,

You were Christians,

[The;.- EINE 5]&::u|:1| g,

! They were ;!i:]eeplr.;g.

He has tra velled,

You had dane i,

' Hp ha_-:!-tr_m'elléﬂ. p

'E:: has w_ritren it

She had written it

It has finished. It had finished,
W have Anished, We had finishad,

You have tried. Yoo had tried, =
. They have stolen it | Thev had stolen i, :

206 has made jt

It should understood that whenaver all thege
ol abey the same rujus, that is thev still take the

We gre Cheistians — Mlhi&auﬂ_[ﬂmﬁhﬂstr;ms_

il

pronouns change to their pow forms,
dabove stipulatod verb forms, Eg.

15 Ehown with pronguns a5 Follawys
Euhj-ﬁ:ct | Prosant tense | Past tenze B
E = hizve — _;' ha -
e Sar | hiaye o : had fl
| He,fshe g iy has had
! We have had
Yo have had
They have | fad
Present tensze ' Past tense 1
| | have a problem, Lhad & prohlem I
| You have dope it

— =



Stlyject Yarh

If twr nouns, noun equivalents or pronouns standing for the same thing
person dre joined by "and’, the subject i singular and shoulil be treated s soh

thwhoand starch  is the Urhobo man's best fod,
1
Singlilar subject singular
Subject Verb
i, A singular verb should be used when dealing with co-ordinated el
refers to a single entity, g,

Mrs. Okoro. the headmisiress |s hard-working

Singular subject Sinpular

Verb
IFa sentence comprises two nouns or non eruivalents linked by “and” and the

houns oF noun equivalent are recopnized as different subjects, whare they s
different numbers and the form aof verh g hot the same for the singular a5 for
plural both forms of verhs should he used to make fentence carrect, Eg

My office was broken into and my bhooles stalen. Wrong ‘

singular Singular Flural

Subject  Verb stibject

The above sentence is wrong because 'wias' cinnot ferve as the verb of the s
subiect (my books). To make the sentence correct, It should be swritten,

My oifice was broken into and my books ware stolen,

.'G:'ng'ill.'ur' sthéutar plu*af p]ltrJ.'I

Subjact verh subject verh

Distzibrutive adjectives and proneans such as: each, every, vither, every hody, anyhody,
nebody, none ete should In strict prammmar be followed by adjectives Pronouns and
verbs fn the singutar (pinkand Thomas 1970). E.g,
Nobody will be deprived of his right,

Singular Singular
Subjeg) adfectivio
ilirs eithuer of vou writtes the assignment?

S*agu]ar chgul;r
Yarh subjoct

e




Agbor journael of Languages and Literature | 2017

I When using the expression ‘one of the subject can be plural or singular depending on
what i emphasized. 1T the emphasiz is on more tian ane thing or person as it is in the first
seilens, the subject is plural while itis singular if the emphasis is on one person or thing
parson as il is in other sentences. E.g.

Frof. \Wale Sovinka i one of the playrights that are recognized world wide

Plural Plural
Subj Verk v
g ol my studentz is a fashion designer.
Singular Singular

Subject Verl

Sng of my.children jsvery tall.
| :

' ¥
Sngular Singular
fehject Verb

. When using fractiens such as: half, three quarter, one third and other word such as: most,
some, many, few as subjects, it can be plural or singular depending one the emphasis and
the sense to be expressed. IF they are used with countable plural nouns, they are treated as
plural subjects while they are treated as singular subjects, Whenever they are used with
sncuntable nouns. Examples of sentences expressing various senses are as follows.

Hali of the students are not here

Plural plural
Subiject verh
Three quarter of the bottle of oil has been used,
¥
Singular slngui’ar
Suibiject vierh

mOme ministers are experts.
Flu I'aillﬁuhfw:l plural 1.r{.*+rl:l

=2  Notional Concord: This comes up whenever collective nouns and a few other
words areé uwsed a5 subjocts in sentences. When making such constructions,
whether the user will use singular verb or plural verb is determinad by the notion
OF-Sense the user wants to express; The user is free to treat 2 collective noun as's
singular or as a plural subject, All that is required is that he or she should be
consistent in the treatment of collective soun. E.g.

L “Ihe committes has submitted their report.

| v ¥ o

'.
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HTEL singulir verty  plural
Subject possEgsive
Adjactive
The above sentence i wrong on the grounds of inconsistency, That is sing=iar

singuiarverd, and plural possessive adjective. The corract version should rezd

. The committee has submitted its report.
v
*-Z'.:_F_l*su' stngular varh +|:|hu'a]
subject PDSSEssive
Adljective
‘e sentence can also be written:
i The committee have submitted their report
i
¥
Flural Plural verb  plural
s bject possessive
Adjective

Facts to be noted under Notional concord,
W any word that is originally an adjective i€ sed g i noun and it stands a5 a subies
should be treated as a plural subject E.&

The poer gre not respected hy many Nigerians.

Fll.lr.ﬂl'J p]u*'al

Sehicet subjoct

iy The singular nowns thar terminats i1 % are Usually treated as singular subjecrs. Ez

Phonetics is my area of specialization,

Singﬁlar werh v _

The werd “all” can be used either in the singuiar orin the plural sense Ky

| All that glitters is notgold,
singMar :-:urgu]i:]i

m

sublect verk

il L netweall Jane
1

SAngular 5*ngurar

Subjact verh

d When introducing yourself and you regard all your names as a single entity, 1w wi
say My mame 5" but if on the ather hand vou regard all your names as diffepe
enbities, vou willsay “my names are’ Eg
My name i Happy Dombi Dmenogor ar
My names are Happy Dumbi Dmenogor,

S0me lawyers see their names as different entities hence they always use "My name
are’. This is usually done in the language of law to avoid ambriguity.

110



J0Me noyns that are in Pairs mke phyra
singular vorhs, Eg

lahn's trogseps are dirty.

lohn's paiy of trowsers js diry.,

SCISS0TE were Used to cut che tape,
A pair of sej

FE0CS Was yapd L cut the Lape,
Froximity g ¢ Thi

Either the studenis gr ﬂlE.le-;_m_r_EE hils, feft,

Singular Singular
Subjeer varh

The propricrge O the teachere :

A SeMEnce fs mgda up of more than one
clause 40 the verhs jn the sentonee MUST agree |p tense i

Present tengse
lasked my fathar whether | Couild enter fyp the JA
Fast tense

MB Examination, Right
Pasgt Fensg
¥

Tha ]EE‘I.IJI'-I:I'EELJ_ that he jg bugy.
r

»
Past tense Present tenge, Wrang
The lectijrer oai that he ywag busy,
Past tense

Fast lenge. Right ¢
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The last two sentences are correct because thay CXPress general trpths

Tt
W E

Coneord of Persan: This states that Lomsistency must he maintained with

PEPSORS in sentences. Fg

“Une should lave hig country. 'I-‘r'!'_ﬂ-ng

First Persan Third persof

[I. ne shawld love one's country, Righe
FILPrpnarsan Firsr pet‘ﬁurfl‘ :

T Conclixion

Spraking or writing Englizh even in second language situation, the relationship of coneeee
mandatery as Daczie [Z009] puts it Hosides, cheying the principles will enhanes
iidaimentul function ol language which is Communication”
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