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FROM THE DESK OF THE EIMTOR - IN - CHIE
ANSL JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE AND LITERARY STUDIES (AJLL)

I wiorld thiat s grappling with the complex imepplay of violence and injustice, 1115 mportan
0 have an-academic journal that adds to the enneal discigre of the long chat of national and
mternatioml ineguality and contradictions. Since fiterature manifests it béauly theough the
povaver of language, it is amportant et a jowmal of this nature incorporates both language and
Herary armieles 1o address the trending issucs in lingiiistic ind hiterary developments,
Linauisis and lierary artists over the vears have contineed 16 dyvell on sueh socio- political and
seligio- culiural issucs that sustain imporant agademic -:h'h'-.ﬂ.mr'll.!"'i:l arts, social seiences and
mumanities. Yot noarhele, no boek and no geadenue or intellectusddiscourse can claim to haye
chaustively cxamined these probiems that confrdmt thE human race, especiallby as it concerns
Srgeriacas anion. None claims-1o lave fillly addres=cd the cmerging trends.in cco- critical
nd ceo-temuimst discourses, And no hngawst has exhaustevely dealt with language descripdion,
ale and rule apslication in language ¢specially as Ianguage can be used to frachire estabhshed
cality in order to capture unfolding lumn experiences. :

CUIDELINES TO RESEARCHERS
JLES oaclowmal of Lansuage and Lidcrary Siudics. 1t s the official rescarch organ pablished
carry current and origimal rescarch of scholars o the field of language and erry shudies,
= joumal is nod commutted o preaching any paricnlor wdeological or theoretical gospel but
ommodates every view that s based on sounsd, oviginal and objective analysis’ of
icmipocary issucs which are relevant for the advancoment of knowledee and scholarship i
flelds of linzuistic and Merary studicz. In doing this, opinions gxpressed in the aricles are
ety these of the anthaors. However, specihic guidclings must be followed. In the first place,
cre should be anabsract of not more than two Tindred and fifiy words indouble linkspacing
with smphasis on the concem of the paper, methad of 115 imvesthgation, results and
x (N ]
ne with cammon practice. rescarchors in language and related studics should follow the
wenl Amencan Pavehological Assecition ciation (APA} methods whike those in licrary
srigattons should alse obey the demands of the Latest Modemn Language Assocuion (MLA)
et methods,
= & Gimal nede, the editenal tenm apprecintes the comfributors for their pamstaking researches
o e peer- reviewers for their professional fmpses that give the articles: the polish that
covmmts for the emergence of an excellent body ol knowledge.
el Samy (nuigho
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The Use of the Passive Voice for Diplomatic and
Polite Formal Communications

By

HAPPFY DUMBI OMENOGOR PID
Depuriment of English, Delra Siare Liniversity, Ahraka,
Alliated Programme, Aghor QRTHITES

Abstrace

This paper is focused on tle e af passrve voiee in diplomatic and pelite communications.
purpese af this study is to cxamine this vojce eiterory in dedwiland poie out the featires w
make it wseful for polite, non- confiatatonal and non- eomminal GO o

[imzusstic framework that ths study s based om s the use or contextug) thenry of mening w
was propased by a-Cienman scholar ealled L Wintgerstein { 1953) and made popuinr by 1R T
[P95T). As Wittgensicin apaned “the meaiing of @y finguistic expression (be it & word. 4 il
o seatencel is detcemined by the context in which it is psed 40 re-echocd by Ndimele (]
The Neo Firthian Sysiemic Girammar =5 indicated in M, ALK Halliclay ¢ 1961), Hallida ;
Hasan (1976) and James Muir {1972) is sur grammatical maedel of analysis. The Neo Fin
svstemic Funcfional Girammmar {5FG) examines human languape and emphasizes s
structure und doep structure. Decp strecturs is realized in systenmic prammar by recent str
sentence relition bevond the surface level Texts analvsed are drawn from the Migeria
torce, selected lertiary institutions of lespning, West African Examination Coauncil 1WA
Joint Admissions and Matrcylndion Board (JTAMB) and Institnte of P sonnel Mihipen
Same of the texts in oyr data have reference numbers While others do not have, This pup
rays lhe passive constrisction angd digeovers the stilence t¥pes and patterns peculiar 1o 5t
findings on the nature of the pssiie comsimction which cnsures frs twetical, polite.
comfromational and non-committel effects are s fallows: cmphisizing actions eathes
Agenls, usage concealing agents qf_m:lim:m 05 SHUAlOnNS necessifale, cIs=cIminmling piee
miormation that are niore impartant fo their recipicats than their aeenls and beginning
passive constructions with repored fmperatives,

Keywords: Passive voiee, diplamanc, polite fomal communications.
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S THRODUCTION

whether ihe subject 35 'the doer” or the
Secimacnt’ of hc wetion (Crvsial, 2008;
20000

following:  clause  comploxes dre
Bemtificd with respect to Voice categaresin
sgizsh,

Mddle 1. The door opencd.

Btive i Jobo opencd the door.

getive i The toor was opened by

John.
ssive v, The deor was opencd
day, 1968),
undersianding  of  the  meaning

sssod 0 sentence one makes the acton
like a notural process, such as a
B i weather of season. The choice of
mddle voice category. porirays o
=anit reality a5 if the action were an act
L In senmtences two and theee, the
= of the - active and  passive wvaice
s pikes  the aoents  ¢lear
. the agent & ondy insinuated: in
o sinee the cvent 15 presented as
B s s poecified nacnr,

Sy then thar verse” 5 the fonm of
ach mdicaics whether the person or
denoted by the subject aets or 35

Empoitanl term in this paper s
& Lot us thenefore cxaming i
Diplomacy i this paper refers 1o
B phrasing statemenis in i polite,

pon=committal  and.  on-
il manner. |Lentnils the use of
st advantags or 10 find
secepdable solutions to s comman
Dhiplomacy ' m this paper s used
mad sense, We wall examine the
& mako the passive construclion
non-gommnittal and  pions

'I"I'-

Sekr far IAS T Sad Palte Farmed Caci s wiation
o P

e 15 the symiactic category that refers fo
feature of vorb forms which indicates.

L

-T:-Erﬁfmﬂ!ltilun.ll as well as the types and
mrt-.':r.rﬂ of the seniences invalved.  While
gxizning the patterns of the sentenees in
aur datas our analyses will be hinged on the
Sour basic elements of clause stroctures in
systemie linguistics which Halliday labels 8
{uhjeet), P {redicator), © fomplement). and
Afdiunct). Butler € 1961} ebserves that the
pasgive construction i€ jost one of the vaice
catcganies in  English language. . Lot us
therefore. examine  the vowe eatepories

“bricfly before focusing our aflention on the
passE consiruciion,

The Henlence clements used 1 this paper
Mave becn capluned as stated below. The
fur basic clemenis of claose structure
recogiiied e Sysiemic Lingaistics, are os
wo have  pointed out below.  “Cliuse
stuchime” here, it is used synenymously
with “senlence” beeawse an ‘independent
chiuse’ means the same a5 “sentence

Subject; Thiz i what the scntence Says
somcthing about. In mest cases, i appears
i the initial position bub at other mnes, |
ean be tonnd in oy other position, 15 e
compatlsory - element of a0 semtence. The
subject 18 inderbmed in e sentepee beliow:

Education s fight

Predicate; This is the por of the sentence
thint says something about the subject. I8 s
ilsa o compulzsory element of o sentence. It
can be made up of only the verh in g
sentence or- the verb and some othel words
it o sentence. The prediente b5 underdined in
the following sentemecs.

The man diegd.

Time &5 -money

Amoka has boon vers pilpen

Complement: Thiz 35 the pant of the
semtence that cormpletes the sense made in
o The complement s ot a mandator
element of the sentence
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Buller (1985) notes tunt Halliday pses ghe The Giovemas Appomted iy brothes

fenms Ccomplement  and Adjunct'  pore SLommissioner.

widely then in somo tther accoms: (e The  underlined word 5 ghe vl

former covers 1he direct and indirec erbjcey complenient beeange ji CCHnpletes the se

of iraditional  sranmivar B8 well as of the ohjcet whick s “tny brother

corplermens of coupla-type af vierbs, and Adjanct: Az cardier cxplaingd above

that the Latter covers A wile rappe of groups adiunet covers g wide Linge of sroups w

wath “adverhial functiogs, adverbial funcrions. [ example,

There are gubjee complement apd obpect Mary will pyy YOU 315 $000 85 vag

complemeni Examples will ke them [inish the: job,

clearcy, The underlineg CAPICSSION 15 an adjunce
What we need in Migena is Peage. e The 2djunct s por g My

The underineg word serves g5 subject element of » sentenge

complemen| beeneg it expliing the sense of

the subjecy,

Active Voice: [f jq the farm of renstinucion: which indjcaios Heat the agear CIIHElor) 5 _
sobject of the el (Leceh, 1994 Afolavan i Tonori, 19770 11 un HEllve Senlence §
teans formed 1o g PRESIVE G fhe Hginal subjoet becomes (he AEERE of the: passive sone
intPodisced with b {Frombkin ¢ al v 2007, This ig tHastraged a4 foliows:

Marv reads novels
v + v
Subjec HEREYE vy et
LACKT| {verhp { oo
¥
Maovels e reag by pary,
' v ¥
{Cioal recipient) {Fassive verh) {Preposition ) LA zeam/ Actar)

This illustation makes It clear thar the subject of the active torigingl) 4enrence [Mary) remai
the subjcet of 1o Iransformed {passive) SChlence,

The Passive Voice: This indicars that the subjecy s dcted-upon. T is also ihe VOIS whi
indicates thar the N F beartng the thene rale i encoded s subjery (Fink and Thomas 3
J:I-u:-l:ln:n-uh:i::].r and OF Girady {2009:530), For NS,

The sew polvtechnic 2 loxio in Aboh
r * v il
Subjéci (Cioal passive verh PrEpOs i Adiuncr of placg

¥3
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Middle Voice: The subicet in this voice ean neither be classificd as anactar nor
it is called *the middle vaice®, The suiyect in this voice represeniation has features
vonce and those of the passive voice A Imiransitve v
3 passive action is a pood example of an English ver
Fllowing sentenge,
Water-yam'  cooks it

* )
Sctorigoal - middle verk adjunct

i goal hence
of e active
iy, which appears active byt CKPFCEses
b i the middle voice, Consiger 1%

Watcrevam’ is the setor wiile it is alse the.zoal {sufferer).

Smtactically active but semantically pussive,  Having examined the varioss voice

spresentations in Enghsh, et us examine e features of the passive voioe thal CTEEne their
cal. polite, non-confrontational and non-committal nafure

“Cock” in our ilhiration above is

ARACTERISTIC FEATURES OF PASSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS

S aehons rather than agenis Bocause they fazents} are unimportunt or obvicns

CEONGL TIME DETAILS OF ENTRY 1

g o

18I0 ARMED ROBBERY: e Happy M° of o3 1
Hrs.

m
| stroct extension back of Anastasia school. oft T
| Road  Effurn.

|20 22002 repoited thar same date at ghong 100

|
wime o the charge  roorm temha

| Bies, ab the above address some armsed men numbiciang

aboan seven broke inde lsis hatise and robbed Ring of his

vaden st vidued W0 Q0000 by

5 "
ACTION: Cascy recorded and nefcrned |{gﬁ::n.31l_‘.} 16

Anh-crinie secticn for investioation Inspe, XYZF

Compound sentence

med construction in the restabove and (he e underfined in the sentences below

& Construchions that are anidveed in this section,

TG

TS



AMEL dnared 4 Largaspe and Ligerory The Luw af rie Pasive Vakr bor DNINISTE, S16 Pobir Tarmey oo st sliess a4
Srodhen UXLE! ¥or 2 e § © Wappry Dumbidreenzgos @6 1
|
I i
o - b |

I SINGL TIME CR. DETAILS OF ENTRY: AN AFFIDAVIT

[ 79 of L6 AS TO CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP:
2R 22000 s Cne Mr, Happy Dumbi Omenogar “M°

residing &l NoS0 Mission Fihikorums
CAmai; Ukwueani Delia Stne. cime 10 the
stanon with a swom affidavie  daced
IT12001 and reported that he is now the
rightful ewner of ane Nissan Lavrel saloon
car, ., <

AEF'TI-I".Ii"-.'; Compliinant Sadvised o repogtdf

| stme to M.LoA for sction! while affidavit

A
recorded for record minpioses
TPC XY Z

Compsnnisl <entence

I texta, under *ACTION, there 55 “casc recorded and refencd o Ann-crn soction L
agents. of the acticns are not stated,  This is because the action is what s mpoitanl 1o
awdience, Besides, the dpent is not statgd since it i obvious that the pilice officer on duty
the particular time of the action performed it. The stalement is olso non- eommstial becatise
action of referring the case 10 amti<crime seetion i niet eredited 1o o issociated with b
Cermmly, the suspects of the incident will nor have any neastive fechings towands ey one
referring the case o anti-Crime seclion. | s icchnigee enlmneos cof oy of words

enxilies theveader o concenineng hs comprehcnson task on oy wind is sienifewm, Inoex
there i, “eomplainant advised.. . while alfidavittecorded . in the sl the gocat of “advis
was ot disclesed just as the agent of 'réconded . was a0t also sied. The above pREsd
comsirections are used for the same reasons as advanced for texn i,

The Use of Recipiends (Goals) of Actions as Subjeets
b

L luformatica relating to the date of registration; schedule of fros, pecormradidion

F A
tugilities and modigal cxamination Mshould be shtyined & from the  segistrar of

Lintversity

Rl Mo, JAMB/ADMS B8/

234 sample sentence

s



ANV Jaaroal 5 { imgamae pad Tivan: mmq{ﬁm Wonee for Do ard Podies Formal Somisiialian

Ires fACES) Wodl d fem - Magpey Dpceds drmens g #ho
3 P L 5 p
d I fam pleased o informd you  frhat approvald las been given fffor  wour
i L i
promotond o the Rank of Senior Asst, Regisizr on CONTISS 11 step | wilh

effect fronm 154 January, 20 il ignaihy and Tinanciall v,
.
Ref, Na, CEAMZ39%

sumple sentcnee

A5 an effective commumicalive sbbegy, the mam fae w be communicated jx placod ar the
: martinl |1|]$i[iﬂ|'|!- The tact that thi J:l-l:lI'E[{1|1'j I:::'_'n]]l‘ﬂining ihi |'|'|-:||-l|.|‘_-.|-,|:1n|_ j“gs?ugc:.: in lexls o aid oy
o placed in the initial positions resulis i passive constructions. The messages in the 1exts f.c.
= and d are centred on the portions plised ar the initial posnions. These partions are therelore
- miened tooas the focuses of information in the sentencos. This techuique ensures effective
mdersianding of the messages, since it makes the unportunt part of the sentences {subgoct

watters) register fiest and quickly in the audiches’s Brain, Other 1exis that illustate thie shove
=iures are ag staled below:

5

i P
3 Y our respinse fishoinld e addressed ! 1o the provest ihrasad sour Head of

Linitfe reach the undersigned within 24 hours of the receipd of this fetter.

ol M CEA/PER 428
Complex sentence

£ P
vour eardy approval would b aippice il

Longe ['i?‘ﬂ‘] simaple sentence
5
Continsges aaacssn;-:-n.ﬁ’ st be professionally administered

e line with the NCCE gindelines, Simple sentence

3 P C
The contract is for teachars!! to teach examine and publish & results # before

('8
paymenls are effecied, Compound sertence

4



!ﬂ!mq'-lmnupﬂlmm Tﬂ-enuq"rr-tm.n'-rfmrnrmh.nw# il Podns Fivmal Covereuak oodivi
Sheclon (ARIEST Vo, i AT

- Hapgy Cumti Crimegor Fho

Concealing Agents of Actions for Diplomatic,

5 P A
Prepared results/ should be submitied) three werks after the cxamingtion
C
l&» the chrectar, Simple senfenew
5 P (N
Students S will nor under any gondition be compelled or intimidmted! 1o buy books.
% F Simtple senfcnes

A

Cly books that have been spprovedy can be sold within the instituton.

Simple sentence

3 P [ o
The suance and sales of handouts in the progrramme iz completely romned

L : : simple sentence
Fe | L i
The committeesf is siven! towa weeks! with effect from 7ih Miry 2008 tor submiry &
C A,
Teport! 1S reportd! fo mansgement, ploase.
5

simple senfence
P
Her appointment with the college! was confirmed! on 201k

October 204 |

Simple sentence

Nan-committal, Security and N
canlrontafional Reasons

The Provost observed with dismay that you were not on duty whike other stafT of the o

were all imvolved i the UA-20ENE SXamination,

5 A P A i i

Xour actioni o say the Jest Leastl! 15 iseronslvifrowned ai being the next in line &

the hicad of the unit and was stippascd to be actively involved in the sUpervision of
ON-B0IE examination,

Simple sentence.
5 P A H

jf_q:-m-'."nn,;“r'tl]n:ruﬁ:-rm'h'l.:qucﬂ::d,-’.-'t{:u
% A
stafe in writing!'why/ appropriate
5 P ©
disciphinary agtiontshonid ot b takendapaings vou for malingernng,

Stmple senlence

rLe



Wfors [ANLLE) Wil 1 A, & < Wi pey D ]

= P

I¥has been discovered SEENE Sxaminers Ty

E 0L seripds o those who  have not

L]
mvited !t marks. Am Exan e foun acticing this act will nm_Ptm_J].r_h.:
i C p

C
ed!f perianent]yiba i il also he reported i the ANProprinle suthorites. .

-1i

Complex senfenge

Ref No. LEX/ARR/ACOORDIS ES/T0OL IV

g P .

Wha'lave ngt hieen Liviediho mark

5 2 C

Au}rexmliimrmmnd-'fpmﬁ:jng

P A Loy,
This .., fiwill mot gniy h-;lirlc:'l-:-lis!cdfﬁ:_r:rmmn:n|I1.r.-'.'hu_:
F o
ZWill also be reporedie tI'|'-‘_3Eﬂ_mu|jp£.-mtlin|;'|gin:-.~:,,, )
LComplox sentenee

E n.;aig_ﬁimngcurﬂ.ﬁl_ﬂ L’ flear i‘-m:-‘.-' der ney Eﬂﬁ:ﬁsﬁ any af phe

ifRcations i hich 20U cliim o have ﬂhimu,;-,ji.-'
Tifun tle Wiy e s by
IS/BR/25474
.

F ;
vl wall be peguiredsy I

SCntene e Rel

Complex

W possessany of the
thons upom which this
L i
2dimizsion has boen
I 0 A

il b regurred o with v Trom (e RISy

Rel NOL AAUFADE 0
Complex =emence,

dil
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Five Anr af e Pasinee Wanr Sor D s amd Pakte Farcegd Cain
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In fexls e, negative actions. which will
occasion some degiee of discomfort for the
recipicnts are expressed,  As a diplomatic
and mon -committal deviee, the agent is
conecaled o rather  not-crphasized,
Congequently, the recipient of the aclions
might not fiove any diveer negative feclings
lowards the agent, The statement is purcly
non -pommittal.  This is one  major
advantage of the passive construction over
its active connlerpar. T lexts ¢ for
instanee, the officer thal seriously frowned
an the action of the addnesses is not stled.
In the samc vein, the officer that requests
him: 10 state why appropriate disciplinary
actions should not be taken sgainst him s
o stated.  Concealing the agents in such
PaEsSiVe  consiructions  ensurcs thal  the
negative feclings which the goals of the
actions would have wwirds the agents are
cither  drastically  redeced o outrightiy

Inssemination of Pieee of Information tha are More Imiportaint 1o Their Recipients

removed. For mstance, the recipient
¢ would  defimtely have very
feclings towards the Provost of the
who issud the directive thit occasi
epuery iF ichad read:
“To soy the least, the Prowost s
frowns al vour action

The Provost thernefore, roquesss
hr state L wliy disciphnary
should not be taken apuinst you™
Similarly, the person that will hlackli
report cxaminers found. Birming o
seripls s concealed in text 4. Furth
the officer that will ensure the s
withdrawal from the waversity if
Forend ungrundified s not stated just 2=
persan it will  pot cntertam
application for change is concealed.
agenls m iexis g s concealed for the
reasong as we have expluined for loxis 5
.

Their Asgents e

Lt ws examune the fallowing toxts,

5 P A P

%, Moticed s herchydpiven ..
5 I*
tthe micanihly gencral meetine” . will be held.. - Complex sentence
Ref, Mo, CIPMMN/DSBPPCAMAS 250

> P M I 5 P

1 Npmiitunthertdireoted. .. Your resignationd/is aeceped! Complex sentence
Ref. Mo, IPER/979/3¢
5 P £

. <~ approvalihas been givend/for your promotion simple scntenge

Kol Noc CEAM2S7SE




WAL Foavasl of A A puide and Literany
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= F (08

XIS 5,
ssominated  are. what
Wressecss I fext s forinstance,
) l.'n:rs of the concemed “body 1.-|.|tl be

matier - o

Ll

Seen schoduled. The agent of 1he action i

o ishpariant. Similacly, what is important
M decoder’ m o toxt ¢ is that his or her
ation is accepted,  What will be of
erest to the addressee in text w is the fact

e or she has been promoted just ssthe
BSrcssec in 1oxt vowill not bother 1o know

8 bt offered him or her admission. Al
| modtEers s that - admission has been

- I C

- 5 F ':..-.

AR t'r'.'u,'-":-.,mwﬂ.'-.h oy o adpir e

the pieces - af mformation
the.
the:

isficd to know that a general meeting his

Sollowing texts display 1he above features:

. o have been ﬂﬁi:rﬁ_la'."pmh'i:ﬁ.i.nﬂﬂ;@:l'ﬂis_siﬂn e

— =imple sentenes
Ref. Mo, GS/FAMA 10

gaimed. This 18 particulark so in the cults
of the English people,

Beginning  Some  Passive  Construgtions
with _the Reported  [mperative “1 am
directed . The public servanl, who abways
WILes: i0 Tespaonse o one issuc or e mher,
effen conveys the decizsions. of his boss 1o
the recipient.  This is why some of such
rexts stan with 1 am dirccted”, Besides.
conveyving - information, usage of the
reported. imperative enables him 1o invoke
the autherity of his superior and. make it
clear 1o the addressec that he i npot the
ariginator of the message he conveys,

C

Fiam dsrecied! o refer to vour letter! aned to: forward .

Lompound sentence

{1

onge, TOUS-Oh)

Fam dirceted/(to refer to vour lefter dated 3ed Aupust 2007 on the ahove subjoet gt

Simple scwtence
Ref. Mo, DELSUAESTO3T

w and x, the ‘to nfinitive’ expresses the divectives from the supenor officer wohich

4. TABLE OF SENTENCE TYPES IN OUR DATA

5/Nas. Types " Mo, of sentences Remarks
I ST
1 Simphe 14 Dominates
BT 7 Compsyumid 3 Sparsely used
T Complex I Mex! fo simple sentence
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Conclusion

Paszive constructions manifiest as simple,
cemplex and compound sentences. The
simple passive construction disseminates
singular offical information, compound
PaSSIVE constraclion, conveys two related
official information while the complex
passive constrichion  discloses . related
official  pieces ol information SP,
SPCCA, SPC, SAPAC. SPCA efe, are
wpong ke sentence patterns noficed in
our data. The subject element appears a1
the initial position in most o the
relences. This agrees with the intention
ol the passive construction, which is 1o
cmphasize the subject by presenting it
firs1 and net ¢mphasizing the wgent.. This
15 partecularly 30 if the action is an
unpleasant ane so that diplomacy and the
mech desired non-committal natwre of the
Passive construction can be realieed. The
VROOUS  sentence  tvpes  and patlerns
enliimce vanely of expressions and so.
avoid menctony in this discourse Iy e,
Lastly, this voice eatesory profeels the
bEer, mitigates the mature of unpleasan
mtormation  conveved  and  croutes
harmony as well ag anonyimty in the
CEIMNMHCIl0n Process.
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