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MASTERING READING AND VOCABULARY OF ENGLISH
FOR EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION

Omenoger Happy Dumbi
Erepartmens of English Schoo! o Langndges,
Cellere of Educarian, Aghor, Dl State, Nigwrin

.lt].lﬁll'ﬂf-"

X all the internativmai femguiagzes, Engfish iv the nrost Fecogmized, I hos e basip
celegories of wee accarding 1o Ouirk and Green Bauwr {T9E3)- it ix ywed ar a Haffve
langiege. o recond fongwage (Tt amd o Jareign lmguoge (FLL Apart fivm. ptfer
Suwrciivns English perfarars i Nigerka, it plays the rofe of meciun of comminicarion in
wofualy, S by taneli o g swliect in privaey amd seviwnaary schools o5 well as g eonrse
W aniversities and collemes af education, Lnglish i alvo tauhs g penebal siwdies iy
polviechnics and monotechnics. Al undergradictes study ang Fass English coure
before gradwation, Co tsidering the siaius ang sigmificance af the En sl dmpnage i
Nigerla, it is worrivome o observe that oy Niverians fack o Hraspe of i, This
Paper Is, therolore, joilored  towards addressing  reading' and “veacafindgry
development ' which are exereiies that are sine-gra-non o propey WRTEE and iy
af the Englisk languape and everinal effective communication The Paper concldes
that kaving & good knowledee of rhonetios and Phaualagy of Fnedich, s verCalilaey
s well oy gl intellipen quotlent is relevant o effective readine ditid evenig)
effective commnatication, The paper alsa makes appropriare rEvarimeRdarions o
dtetke fievichers wise-vis e foswe qreesfion

Introduction

legacy in the language culiure of Migerians leff behind by the British colonial masters,
English, & member of the Germanie langisze group steirding 1o Unerg-fibele
(200%), has been able W plant itsel¥ every where in the world as Uhunmwangho
(2NN} notes,™ The language sitaation in Nigeria has also necessitated jos becoming a
mtional languzge. Since thers is ¥el 1o be any policy statement by Migeria dicinring
=y imchaenons langunge, a nationgl language, it is not tifficult to conclude as Jowite
997y did that “Enghsh continues 1o perform many of the functions of a national
mngiage a5 well ag those of an official languape™,
73
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The sad point, however, is thal o good number of MNigerians spoken amd wrillen
English leaves much o be desired. Students il to understand that Frnglish is the mos
|'Iil-':"r'il'.' $|.-||'.|_if.'!|5| in their E,I:'II-EI:".:Il I;'.'d]l,ﬂ.:i_l.‘lil:ll'l_ Cﬂ'tﬂi.l!l_'r'. Eli_l:r,l'iﬁr'l can bBecorme ||1_'-|||.-‘-“_-.!jiﬂ§
when its potential is discovered according to Guth (1977) as recalled by
Lhunmwangho (20000,

Reading
This is very important exercise hence Francis Baceon guoted in Odo {2009} stipulates
thad “reading maketh a man™ (1131

Reading is ned only o complex peocess bul also a meaningful interpretation of
printediwritten syrebols, This s why Thumdike mesards seading a5 o form of
reasoning and argues that “onderstanding o paragraph is like solving a problem i
miathematics™ { Cide, 20050,

What actually is rencling? Reading is the meaningful interpretation of written or
primted words with the aid of the eves and the brain. Oba quoted in Oluikpe (1993
sees reading as “the passing of information from the writer to the reader who. . must
lean Lo isokote concepts Urat are represented by black and white symbaols™ (145,

Reading occurs at the level of symbols and the level of concepls. AR the level of
symbol, the reader recopnizes words, classifics and imerprets them. At the level of
comcepts, the words recopnized call from the reader's Beain certain shared
l."'-.":]:lﬂ'.‘l]l'.":l'l'i'.'e‘r -.lhl: reader. then rl.'ltlii,:l“.b the writer's lioe -|:|!" lhgugh[_ rﬁﬁzﬂ[illﬂ in his
rinad, the mental images transmitted by the writer,

Types of Reading

There are different types of reading depending on the criteria for classification, These
eould be the mamnmer of reading, puepose of reading of even the mnge of materals
read. As Longe in Ubahakwe { 1979) notes, *Readimyg aloud and stlent peicing’ exist.

1. HE-IH:“I'IE Al Hlﬂill:'lil'lg wlod i5 5 ﬂaﬂll:,l -ﬂ'..'-|'i"-"i|.}' whieh FIEanYy F"WIE T!'-:'Il"li.l'.'ii[]ﬂ'll:'
iny stisdents, tewchers, newscasters ehe, are involved. Bending aloud requires the
reader to observe correctly all the mechanics of English so thm he or she can
Communicale l.:I"I"-.-::li'.'-:.'i}- with the listeners. The eves move faster than the volce
during a reading alowd exercise. Here, the reader has to put the principles of
phanetics and phonalogy inte e iF e or she i w0 be understood. Particularly, if
the reader has intermational audience, otherwise, he or she will not achiove
inteenational intelligibility. The reader has 10 be carelil to pronounce the words
wiich wre often mspronceunced carrectly. Some of such words are wosm,
wicked, where, architeet. furniture, dwarf, amnng athers,

4
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2. Silent Reading: The reguirements of this 1ype of reading 15 not uniform. [T vanes
aceording to the purpase of reading. This type of reading 1= used to scan matenals
to-be studied, skim miormation, gain superficial information of a lext as well as
siudy a text. From the above uses of this type of reading, it can be inferred that
skimming, scanning, inteasive reading andd extensive readmg are Lypes of sikent
n::'u:].ing..

3. Chorus Reading: This s the type of reading whereby all the students in a class
are made o read a passapge simultancously, that is, at the zame time. Often, the
students in a class gre made to read afker o teacher, This type of reading is
pruchised so that students can pronounce words correctly and recognize: words
rightly. Chores reading does not aid understanding of o text, ¢ibrry all students
along as they may have dilferent reading speeds, and it does not allow students 1o
maintain all the expeessions and intonation of the mosdel reader, A pood number
of educators have the notion that chorus reading s an effective way of spezking
Enghish, as a matter of fact, there are no communicative aspoects (o it its mam
aim i5 e practise pronuncinion, It should not be the mam activity ina lesson,

4. Partner Reading: This 15 a tvpe of leaming techmigque i which two students ¢o-
operate to read a material thet has been assignid o them, The technigue in
question 15 oflen used a5 an aspect of the pecr assisted learning strategies
(PLALS)L

P.ALS iz a teaching programme in which teachers meticubously pair studentz with
onc another, This techmque allows siudents fo take their twns in reading and it
provides each student with feedback as a way of assessing understunding of what s
read.

Teachers could use this activity to par student of ditferent categories 0 Support
language development,

Bad Reading Habits to be avoided

These habits make us slow réaders. A slow reader is a bad resder, hence the habits are
bad. An avernge reader should be able (o read more than 150 words in a2 minute. Any
figure below that makes one a bad reader. According to Uhunmwangho (20000, “head
movement, vocalization, sub-vocahzition, pomting to words and- regression-are bad
rendingg hishits,™

We should, however, note that ‘regression’ is to be scen as a bad reading habit if it 1=
ot intentional because sometimes, o reader may regress imtentionally o enhance his
or her understanding of what 15 being read.

Croand reading hobits that can help us to acheeve optimum reading speed and enhance
unclerstanding inelude:

75
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(1 Constant Practice: It 12 not possible w0 acquire complete reading skill
withit a short time. It is, therefore, aood for us o lime ourselves often and
read vartous texts o order 1o monitor and impeoye our speed.

(i1y  Increasing the Eve Span: The eve-span is the number of words a reader
can grosp at oncs while neading. Fast readers grasp three o five words or
more A an eve span while skow readers often prusp words one by one
while teading, Increasing the number of words in an cyc span is
encouraged,

{iiiy)  Applving the appropriate repding speed will make readuing effective,

(vl Avosding 2l the bad reading habits earlier stated will make reading fast.

Reading is often affected by many vanables, Such vanables include: The 1O of the
reader, his or her backzround, linguistic-ability and intellectual training (Unoh 1979 i
Odo, 2009} According to Azikwe (1998}, “Keading i= ot just a skill which include
ey moverent, speech, eomprehension and vocabulary™ {L39). From the above view,
it is clear that a rich vocabulary is essemtinl For success 1o be achigved in reading, We
will, therefore, examing it bnefly,

YVocabulary

Melowvieren {20063 views vocabulary as words and their precise dictionary meanings,
The precise dictionary meaning of o word s the literal meamng which is referred o as
s denotation i -Semantics. We can always talk of the active vocabulary and the
passive vocabulury of a person. A person’s aclive vocabulary refess o the words be or
shie krows amd uses in daily speech while his or her passive vocabulary refers to the
wiords that he or she knows but does not use in daily speech

Possessing a rich vocabulary is very refevant to an overnll success i the English
langruage sowe words are the “toods™ with which language is spoken and writien.

While wnting on vocabulary  development, Abamba (20043 sugests thal word
formation processcs such as affixation, conversion, compounding, blending, etc ane
menns of developing vocabulary.

Yocabulary can also be developed through the study of lexss. This includes synonyms,
antonyms, omophones, polvsemy. hyponyms ete.

An individual con enrich or develop his or her vocabulary by hatening 1o models
when they speak. Thas can be done through listening fo radio programmaes or news in
British Broad Cesting Corporation {BBCY, Voice of America (VOA) and Cable
Metwaork Mews (CHM) stations.

Furthermore, vocabulary can be ennched if novels or any text writien in lfaultless
English arc read. Another reliable method of developing the vocabulary 35 to ook up
ilwavs the meanimg of any unfamihar wond in the texr read from the dictionary.

Th
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From about 450 AD, the English language has passed through different stages. For
mslance, belween 430 o 1100, it was called “00d English’. from 1100 to 1506 it
developed into middle English, from 1500 1)l date it grew o modeny English, In

fact, it has d-.w-:lu]:-n!:l from one stage fo another and has witained the status ol i global
fanguage. It is for this reason that we shall now examine it a5 3 elobal linguage.

English and Globalization
According 1o Cryatal guoted in Crgunsiji (2003) and recalled by Omenogor (2000,
“Enghsh has-anained the siatus of a

ghobal language™ (57}, English by the manner it is
mow used, 15 a world language. English, French, Hussiz sl are amony dominant
Smguages of the woeld wday. As |

. he year 2006, it was reported that *380 million
people speak English as their primary langmeage: and more than 250 million speak il as
& s=cond language™ {Emenanjo, 2006)

A= for as human langusge is concemed both Information and  Communication
Technology (ICT) and Globalization have enthroned English with its many varieties
& e world's global language of widest communication. What s more? The PC
Sesancss originated in America, the intemet also origimaled there a5 Emenanjo
- wimorves. Many of the digital

diseourse Hke e-mail, video-mail, e-hank g 2e, across
W= micmel were initizlly condected i the English language. As carly as 200,
Emefish had been enthroned as the Ianguege of the inemet and

- will remain disproportionately so. .,

. OVEF Lime, maore pesple will leam

English and this will solidify English

As & global language (Emenanjo, 2006)

05, B0% of elecironieally stored information in the world was in
L 66% of the world research scholars read English. English is dominun

and intemational diplomacy s the languape used in 52% of all
transactions,

s, TRRER , . Ene mavecioed o e view thil good ]-;nmu.:l.;:dg-:_nr
phonetics and  phonslogy 3 relevant o effective  communication, r!l;'h
vocabulary and hogh ivelligence quotient (1,00 are alzo relevant to effective
reading.  Fucheowaoe, we wave undersiodsd that the English language

developed from old English to middle English, from middie 1o modeen English
and eventually cmerged a a global language.

Lriven the importance of masicring reading and vocabulary development, we
recomimend that teachers of the subject should tecach these aspects of the
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language with more intensity and extensity, Curriculusm planners should give
marc promincnce o them:  govermment  should  provide  the NEeCessary
infrastructures that will enhance the pectormmunces of students and teachers
while parents and guardians should encourage their children snd wards to Eive
ittention 10 elfective reading and acquisition of rich vocabulaties in order to
achieve gffective communication lor national development, 1§ communication
in all spheres of life is elMective, national developiment s assured and national
crises will be highly minimized.
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