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Conseguently, the content of each article is the view of the author{s). All citations
and hibliographic referencing must conform to the labest American psychological
Association [APA) style sheet,

We hope that you will enjoy reading the articles in this and other subsequent
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LEXICO-SEMANTIC PROCESSES OF ATLANTIC PIDGINS AND CREOLES THAT
COMPENSATE FOR THEIR FEW LEXICAL INVENTORY

By

Or. Happy D. Omenogor

Abstrace

It has been obsarved that the lexical inventory of Atlantic pédgins and cracles are few, As
such, some scholars have expressed foar an whather or not Atlantic pidgins and creoles
can exprass all sitwations of human encounter, Contrary to tha above wview, Atlantic
plagins and crecles have Sorme lexico semantic processes which enriched its lexicon and
therefore is able te express any situation or human experience. Such prOcosses ara
treated in this paper. The first section of the paper is intraduction while the next deals
with the characteristic of the Atlantic pidgins and crealss that make up far the few lexical
inwentory, The last section concludes the wark.

Introduction

According e Tod, quoted by Elugbe and Omamer, {year} pidgin is "a language which
anses to Tulfil certain restricted communication needs among people who have no
comman language (1)°. A creole is a language which has a jargon ar pidgin in its
ancestry, It is a language spoken natively by an entire speech oommunity”,,, (&) as
Halm has noted. Tt has baen discovered that the minimal pidgin has few vocabulary
items when cormpared with the extanded pidgin and Craoles while the extended pidgins
and Cresles also have few vocabulary items when compared with natural languages,

[n this paper, we will examing the lexico-semantic processeés of the atlantic
pidgins and creckes in order Lo point out their characteristics that make up for the fack
that they have few lexical items when com parad with natural languages,

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF ATLANTIC PIDGINS AND CREOLES

A% Holm suggested, certain characteristics of the lexicsn of the pldgins am
Lracies partly compensate for  their restricted  size.  Swch  characterislics  are
mullifuncticnality, polysemy, reduplication, coining and semantic broadening. Other
characteristics which are however not suggested by Helm are borrowlng, compounding
and blending.

MULTIFUNCTIONALITY: This concerns a situabtson whereby & ward performs several
syntactic functions. Polysemy which is a process wherety 2 word has differant uses is
=iosgly related Lo multi-fusctionality but it is restricted to meaning. Circumlacation which
emanates from multi-functionality refers to the use of language In such & way that
hrazes represant lexical items. [n pedgin, syntaclic categories could ast be maintained
w=cause of a general lack of morphology. Words wero able to change thedr syntactic
‘unctions because there wera ne tound marphemes. The early speakers of pidgin were
‘scnd with the probiem of netlonal equivalent structures that did not always correspond
o some  syntaclic categories in the first language. and the target lansuage.

oy |
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Muttifunctionality emarged because of the above problems bence many, words feck
acditional syntactic furctions.

Examples of the above syntactic changes of wards are:

1. 'He catch cracy' (103) Holm, The Bhove sentence means he became pSychotc
Cracy is used as a noun. It can alse functiod a5 2n adjective,

"She advantage hersaif, Advantage’ above can be a3 noun and & warb. Haolm howeves
pointed out that it seemead fikely that many of the syntactic thanges in pidgin er easly
creols lexicon were later changed in the direction of the European Source language

2.2 POLYSEMY: This &n act of USIng language in such a manner that a word has varioes
meanings. The usage of this devica in pidging and Creoles allows Mexibility that snables
the word to gain frash meanings without losing its ariginal meanings. An axamplz of
such usage is,

D ael get bela

"Bele’ will mean stamach in #nother context, Holm believes that there js likafy to be a3
relationship between ‘polysemy’ in pidgins and the frequent semantic broadening found
In craole words e.qg.

Krio C, E "na’ which i% alss a general locative preposition. Stols also notes that Africans
can replace almost every other Preposilion as an evidence of an garlier pidgin stage
*Polysemy. eccasions Circumlocution  with madifying phrases so that intended meanings
can be specified. F.g, TOK Bigin gas Dilar fes “beard’ as oppased to gras bileg hed *hajr”
(91) as Hall notad,

2.3 REDUPLICATION

According o Halm, ‘reduplication is 4 mechanism for fﬂ-rl'nlng new wargs, It
invoives the repetition of a word {or part of a ward) resulting in a distinct lexical iter
with & slightly diffarent meaning™ {88}, The authority in question alss notes that in
Eurcpean languages, reduplication i5 often:

assoiated with hypocorism ar B by - talk
(2.9, wea-wee .| but this g net the case

it Atlantic cregles and Miger comsga

k2ngueges. (BA)

Holm' further suggests thae reduplication became g productive mechanism for word
formation th rough calguing an African models; For Bxample, the Yoruba word nia', 'big
can be reduplicated to intes sify ite meaning, that is “nlania’ ‘hiuge,

Cassidy takes note ar some two hundred reduplicated forms. in | 2ieaican CE: he

raced sixtesn of these d reacily to African sources [69-3)". 85 Holm recalled. An
sxample af the words he traced s PURE putta ‘mud’. The word alss features voraba
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‘anguage whera It i proncunce  as Poto pak i i
; ) pato with the same meaning (mud). It is
pelieved that poto potg; is derived from twi in Ghana and Yoruba, : :

As Mafers would want us to believe there ara differant forms of

réduplications with particular reference to Migerian pidagin,

1| Reduplications imeolving extension | English So0 '
At g ree | Meaning in NP
I Ben-ben | Benel ) Cro
i okad or shad |
i, | Kata-kata Scatter Confusion {;afare}
sl I chaos
ii. | Sosg = | 5o All the bime a
‘. | Blo blo Biow “Ballon
‘1 | Reduplications involving the Idea g
of intensity :
:.. ﬁa E - .]':'" Walk Wander EIEI:I-ZIEUI-EIIry
+ 8 kK -waka admeane who is elways
Going somewhare or the
_ G | ather .
L, g-ba-g Beag Parpelual  heggar, beg |
- - arpietual
3 | Redupiication Invalving Mo PraRmE st
| change in meaning |

| San-San/San-Saan | Sand | Sand

(104}
2.4  Coinlng

The spontaneous creation of words with no extérior modal does not appear to be very
wmmon in any language (683 as Hancock notes. The above authaority however stated an
=xample of a colnage in creole; which @ Trinidedian 'bobolops' which means a ‘fat ledy”.
There is aise 3 colnage used in Warrl and Saple (Nigeria) known as 'kpkans” which means
2 witch or wizand',

<5 Borrowing

A= Mafen points out, pidging and creoles, particularly Migernan pidgln did not rely
wn.onfy the superstrate languages. The instances of words which Mafeni. cives as the
et Barrowed: from the substrate languages include:

Wy tnicks” (Hausa Origing

2 [ Nyanga 'WVanity' (Hause Origind

e masier Psupenos (Yasuba Ongind

da rufian’ frascal’ (Yorube Origing (105-106)

akc!
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The above exampies show that the Atlantic pidging and crecles o not rely
lexifier languages but as a matter of fact have drawn; from the substra
their lexicons.,

2.6 COMPOUNDING:

This is the process whereby two words are brought together in arder for 20 cam
to be expressad in pidgin &.5

‘Tight-hand’, which refers to a persaen that is stingy
2.7 BLENDING:

This is the Situation wheroby parts of bwo words are joined in order to oxores 2
particular ides, E.g,

"Domot’ which means “front of & person’s door’ in 2 compownd,
do' is taken from “door” while "‘mot’ s Baken from ‘mouth’
‘Coor and Mouth' are in the seurce language [English),

Conclusion

It has been observed that the lexicon of atlantic pidgins and crecles are not 2=
broad as the lexicon of natural languages, Several factors are responsible for this, Chet
amang the fectors is the fact that substrabte language speakers who drew from &
lexifer languages could not take all the waords from the lexifier language as they haa @
rely on only the words that are related to their subject-matters of communication. Fidee=
a5 We Know 5 used for cerlain communication neads, particulacly marginal pidgis
However, with the aid of lexico-semantic processes such as: multifumctionaimy
polysemy, reduplication, coaning, borrowing, blending and compounding, the inadequacy
in the lexicon of atiantic pkdgins and creoles has been made up,

it

Extended pidgins and crécles can be used to express any situation just |
natural languages in any part of the world, This Is made possiple by the above lexico
samantic processes,



