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OBSERVED RESTRUCTURINGS OF 50ME ENGLISH PHONEMES
BY SOME UKWIUANI L, SPEAKERS OF ENGLISH AS L

HAPPY DUMBI OMENOGOR, Ph.D
Deprartiment of Langages
Clrsiversine of Defta, Azbor,

Drefta State.

Abstract

Thds stiely & focused on fhe arrfoslanion of the vowal phonames of Ceplisk by
rhet Dhwwand Ly spemkere of English o Lo The gesera edjecrive of the sty 15
ro fied cur exachl)y clyivorive fioa the group of Ly speckers of Enplish in il
sty arifcudone the Englich venved and to find g any more compdfamce with e
P standard of proowmciriions. The slyecine af M srugy alra mclade e
Jindiep oar af the possthle conseguences an e spoder English - of ree Ls
Enplish speakers helag ivertigoted amd state the dBfcwinies ey are Sibely o
ehconnter whille speating  Enplick The researeh merbod  odopred are
abservaion of the respovicledly, aimieiy of e dand, e fespamdenis afe
rusdomly selected frow affferenr of comprwities of  Dlwasaed maviore These
aifferences are bramght whiet by differemees ir e maber and diste ibinion of
plramenrer i e fwe Toigreager. This word among ather advimtages forilber
diprrver e spader Erglisd af o Liwwarn preyile,

Introduction

English is an intermnational language. In fact, the most international of all
lanpuages. ‘It 15 a member of the Indo-European family of languspes called
West Germanic', as Oyeleye (2003:1) recalled. Three major pertods can be
whentified within the eveluton and development of the English lanzuoge: old
Englizsh, middle English and modern Englislh pericds as Jowane (200012} and
Umera-Okekoe (2009:3 1 -33) ohserve.

There are three basic categorics of English usage: ags a native, foreign
and second language, There arc also circles of World Englizhes. The ‘inner
circle’. made up of the Anglo Englishes (older Englishes) which includes the
VK. the USA. Ireland;, Conada, Australia and New Zealand. The outer
(extended) circle which contains the non-Anpglo Englishes (NEs, New
Englishes) 15 one of the categonies, The expanding circle involves the couniries
that recognize the importance of English as an inernational language, though
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they were not colonized by the members of the inner circle,  English has a vers
high degree of global importance. The importance of the English lnnguage will
Lerelore be examined in the following stlion.

It 15 the official lenguage of Brtain, the U5 and most pars of the
common wealth countries. Osakwe (2011:9) notes that "English is the mother-
tongue of hundreds of millions of people in Britain, the U5, Canada, Australia
and Mew Lealand.” The importance of a language is not only determined by the
number of its speakers and the size of i3 terrilory, il 1% also determined by the
importance of its speakers. N is strongly believed among scholars that the
following factors must have contributed 1w the growing importance of the
English language,

I, English is the unguestionsd language of international business, trade and
CUHMMEnce.

it English-speaking UL5.A emerged as the prominent country of infleence
and power in world alfairs and

i, English 15 the dominant lunguage of rescarch and academic entemprise.
Chsabowe CHH 1100 affirms that:

English is superlatively omtstanding! not by size of vocabulary (although large),
or other linguistic or acsihetic crilerd, bl on political, ecomomic and
demographic realities,

1 i% the major lingua franca in Nigera hence Osakowe (2005:12) asserts
thni:

Of all the ftems of merchandise that suiled in within the cultural cargo, the most
important was the English language ... English ... became the living instrument
and vehicle for conveying and preserving the cultures of both its home and host
communities,

From the above facts about English, we can submit that it is of
unpuralle] relevance and inevitable to Ukwyani people who are among the many
linguistic groups in Nigeria, It iz worthwhile then 1o examine TJkwuani,

[t iz one of Nigeria's indigenous languages. Ukwyan) 15 a member of the
Benue Congo [amily of languages, Le the Ewa group {Osakwe (2010:12).
Willtamson (1990139} descnbes Ukwoang as o language in (15 own right.
According 1o her, “Ukwyanj is a minenty language which forms a cluster with
lgbo und other kinpuages.” *Ukwuani is also classified as a member of the
Igbowd lanpuages. They include Igho proper, Thkwerre, [ka, [zii-Tkwo-Ezza-
Mabolaba and Ukwyani..,” Ukwyanj people share boundaries with the [soke,
the Urhobo, the Ika, the Igbo and the ljaw people,

Mirld Eslurators Forr, VFol, 12 Mo |, Movémbes, 2021 ESSN: 2350-2490 LFE
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It is spoken as a mother tongue in Orogun, Delta State as well s in
widoni. River State all the spenskers understand one anodleer, there are however,
dialectical varieties indicative of the speakers’ peographical locations,

Ukwuani plays some useful roles for its native speakers as il is part of thew
culture which is very imporiant to mankind. This usefulness will therefore b
examined in the nexl seclion.

Though a local and a relatively minority language, Ukwuan) 15 very
important to the citizens of the Ndokwa nation. Through the Janguage, their
rich cultural heritage is preserved. It also serves as their mark of identity and
distinction besides its communicative funci:on which is highly imponant. Wih
the aid of Ukwnani language, the Ndokwa nadion is dble 1o hand down its Tich
cultural heritage from generation (o peneration as well as preserve il
The ohservation: made by Agbedo (2007:131) on Ukwyanj while discussing
language wars in Nigera® forms parl of the related literature in it. He claims that
Ukwyani, [k and Enuani l2nguage communitics in Delia stute speak dialeces of
Igho language. Following Enienanjo e stites that:

Migerian languages which hitherto had regional, local or limited
significance have now been either demoted for [from] the regional languipes of
promoted from erstwhile local languige 1o state [poTtande.

Agbedo substantiates the above claim by pointing out that with the
creation of South Eastern region in 1967 and Cross River State in 1976, Lhik
hecame & lonpuage of wider communication (LWC.  The fortune of Efik
duindled as a result of the creation of Akwalhom Staic In 987 as Ibiio
hecame the language of wider communication in the new state, Furthermore,
the scholar in question states that:

[obo lost its status as Lhe languags of wider communigation (LWC) in
the old Eastern region and suffered what Emenanjo termed *linguistic
halkanization or atomism since Ikwere and Echie, which are originally lects of
fgbo were suddenly accorded majos independent language status in Rivers Satc.

Similarly, Agbedo(2007:131) asstns that in Delu state:

The three leets of Tgho: Enuuni, Ndokwa [Ukwyam] and [ka were recognized o
discrete languages on their own just as Okpe, UvwieandOvwhiznlecls ol
Urhabo were being treated as languages diflerent from Urhobo.

Worid Educaiors Fovmiy, Vaf, 13 N T, Noversber, 2821 RSN 248502400 Azd
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From the above claims, it would appear as if Ukwyani is actually a
dialect of Igbo butl thiz is not the fact. To start with, Williamson classifies
Ukwyan) as a minor language which forms a language cluster with Igbo and
other laguages.

Perhaps, the submizsion of Emenanje (2006:45) on the determination of
what fanguage is will end the controversy on whether [Jkwyani is a language or
a dialect.

The word “language” has indeed a very wide usage. But in a very special way,
the word, ‘language has a political aspect o it,

[t al=o has religiows, ethnic ... and other non linguistic features which
sometimes may hold the ace 1o the definition of what is a langaage.

Emenanpo (20060:45} further states that:

*A language 1s a dialect with & navy. an army, an anthem, & constitution of its
own, a Tlag and sent at the United nations.”

Shaw as Emenanjo (2006:45) recalls, sarcastically observes that:

Morwegian and Swedish are really mutually intelligible languages.

But they are now two different languages because Morway and Sweden are two
different countries.

Observed Restructurings of Some English Phonemes by Some Ukwyanjl.;
speakers of English as La
(i) Al This vowel 18 long, therelore, length 15 115 most significant feature. [ts
quality 15 nod very different from the Ukwuang /Y. The mein difference between
the English /i and the Ukwuanj /' is the guality of the sound,

since Ukwyan| language bas no long sounds, Ukwoani fiest language
speakers of English as a second language usually restructure English A2 as i/,
This is why they have no pronunciation difference for beat! bi:' and bit! bit!,
They pronounce the two words as /bit! which is not right.
As carlier explained, the linguistically natve Ukwuani speakers of English as Ls
cannod differentiate between RP /iy and A7 Tkwuani sound inventory comprises
A and A7 (with orthography *i°. These two Ukvwpan vowels are differentiated
by phacyngealization (£) or tenseness or tongee retraction and not by length.
some Ukwuanj speakers of Enghsh who realize that there i a phanemic
between EP A and Ukwyang /v ofien restructure the BEPAS as Ukwyang A
articulated with reduced degree of tenseness and tongue retraction while the BP
T: izoften articulated as /U by the set of Ly users of English under study.

World Edveoatars Forum, Fal 12 Na, 7, Nevowiber, 2025 EXSV: 2350-2401 355
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(it} fof our investigation shows that Ukwyan] does nol huve any vl in the
exagt position of the RP /el Ukwyan] speakers of English as i second languags
therefore  testructure the RP vowel in question (o the Ukwuanj vowel
orthographically represented as ¢ and pronounced /&' This makes the
pronunciation rather different from RY Jed a5 the fef 15 100 open and rather close
io the BP /fmf whereas the RP /e/ i actually between the half open and half close
position of the longue.
(iii) /@' observations imdicate that Ulowyani language does nel have any
vowel that has exactly the same feares with R /e Ukwuani users of English
g Lo restructure BP0 1o an Ukwpani vowel which is wntten ‘a" and
pronounced Sl The faf in Ukwyani is o front vowel any way, but it 18 more
open and lower than the English Al It is as low as the RP Ju/, This is why the
typical and an average Ukwuan speaker of the English language  cinnot
produce perfect pronunciations of the following words s his or her /a’ sound is
more open than the RP fw, Cat (Rae v/

Pat / P el Bat'bat/ete.
(v} fad. This sound is restruciured as the Ulkwyan] fal sinee [ kwnani
language has no long vowels, This point has been made earlier. This is why' a
twpical Likwuani speaker of English a8 a sccomd language would produce the
faltowing B non compliant promunciations,

L[ UE
Park'pa:k!  (Paky
Cort! kait! *kat!
Drark [ dackl *=idak!
Warket! “makit! (Moun) * /makel

(¥ i=t op/D: The set of Ly users of English being stucied, actunlly identify
the gbove sound, with the Ukwuanj /2 spelt "o’ but it is ohaserved that they aré
unable 1o make this vowel us open us it is in BF srandard, This situwtion will not
hwever, oeeasion SeFious pronuncislion CrTors,

(vid /20 This vowel 1% not in Ukwuani, U kwuanj speakers of English s |2
Lestructure it to 3/ This observation is given credence by Jowitt's (149174}
when he stiles that,

PHE (i) and PHE (Y] appeir 10 identify ¢ 20/ with/2/, but since /2 aceommodates

RIA and P /%, such speakers tend to neutralize the distinctions betwoen
pairs such as porl-pol and caught-cut or in & seres such as short - shut — shl,

Horld Educators Farn, Vol 13 Mo, 1. November, 2027 LSEN: 1350-2411 -1
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Jote- “PNE(1) in the above guotation means ‘popular Nigerian English, Igbo’
while “PHM (¥)" means *popuiar Migeria English. Yorubi,

[he ohserved restructuring of /30 /19 /2 ! by (he Ly speaks of English in
question often oCossion the following mispronunciations,

Rp UE

walkwak! * fywak
Fork/ T kS * 5k
Conrtkai i = T

(vil) M kwianj does not huve ihe above vowel, 5o it 15 restractured as fuf
by Lkwyan] speakers of English a% a second language, This has been explained

under the vowel inventories of the 1wo lamguages.

(viiiy AV, This is a central vowel which is not Tound in Ukwuanj vowel
inventory. Lkwyani Ly speakers of English as L., therefore, restructure it as )
i order 1o communicate in English. This restructuring occasions the following
nan standard pronunciations by The [kwynnis as observed in the course of
“reractions with some of them.

RP LIE
Sonsfn * sz
Waon SwAnd *
Manth' mSnl .
|mant’

Maonkey! mA Jki/ *imanki
Woarty!w Ari/ ¥ o
Brother/ brAdi (1) * throada,

{ixy (37 This is a conteal vowel. It is not in Ukwyanj vowel inventory a5
Ukwuan] has no centr]  vowels. Consequently, the Ukwpani people tend L0
reelructure this vowel i various Wiys depending  on s arthographic
representations in various enviponments. 1L is restructured as fa | by the
Likwyanis if it [3:] is gpell as “ur’ or ar'. It is also restruciured fmf of fef
ahenever it is spelt us 'ir, “ear of “er’. This is why the Ukwysanjs pronounce
coord® [ wiadl as ® fwadl. It is also ahéerved (hat this sound is pestructured s
[ it is the spely as feur’. This is why the Ukwyanis pronounce saboteur
b)) as *smhotuae) Other BP non compliant pronuncialions observed

among the Ukwuanis 35 o resull of the above resliuciunngs ans ghevam below.

“arid Edwcatars Farum, Vel 12 New 1, November, 2021 LEEN: 2350-2481 37
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3, IF 78 i spelt as o, it is restructuped A (Lkwyani vowel) as observes
13

EP UE

Polic/POli:sf *polis!

Tonight/18' nuit! *{onait

Tomato! [Fmaztan’ */tometo/

Purpoge” p3pis! *papoe

4, fd is also pronounced fw by the average Lkwuani people if it is spelt as
‘0" 4z poticed in ;

RP LE

Tomorrowte mardul *umoroyd

3. Mg also observed to be restructiured fof {Ukwyani vowel) by the
Ukwyani Li speakers of English as Ly as shown below,

HP UE
Ago'd s *fepol
again'c'gen’ * fegen’
Against’ fgenst’ *fegenst!

The above observations on the restriciuring of /8¢ (the schwa or newtral vl
by the average Ukwuani speakers of English as L; are given credence to by the
observations of Adetugbo (20091790199 and  Awonusi (2009957 an the
restrictuning of the same vowel by other groups of Migerian Ly speakers of
Englizh.

{Xi) Jeif: This vowel is non existent in LEwyuni since it has no diphthongs.
Field experience indicates that Ulwuyan speakers of English as a second
langoage restructure /eif as shown below.

£1) ‘eil is restructured as the kweanj 5 if it is spelt &2 ‘a' as observed in
the following words,

EP LIE

Cater " keits / fKoetal

Vacant veikint' *Vekanllor *Vakant
Baby('beibi/ */bebif

Ladv! leidid *Medi?

The vowel in question is also restructured “/s if spell a= “a’ as observed in
availahle,

®iarld Educators Farwes, Vol 12 N, 1, November. 5027 I35 T50-249] 175
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RP UE
Available/étveilcbl * favalebul!
In fact, feif is variously restpuctured by the Ly speakers of English under study
as shown below

RP UL
Capable! keipibl! * {kapchul
Cray fish/ kreifil # erfilf
Parastatal /pard steitl ¢/ parastatal
Wait faveat! * et/

Lay ledf * fiefetc,

The inability of the Lkwanis. to combine the fef and il ina word could be
waced 1o what they are alrepdy used to in their language CONCCIMing thiz
principles of vorwel harmony. Under the principles of vowel harmony i
Uikwyanis, fif and J&! (which is similar in promunciation to e Engligh /&
canmot co-oocur sinee 118 @ sel | vowel, This faet is purely a cise of nepative
«repferenee of Ly on the target lanmeage 1.¢ Lz in e spoken English of the
average Lkwpanipeapic,

(xii) Joul: [kwgani does.nol have this vowel It 15 therefore restructured as
Dkwyani fof and /o’ &5 this researcher observed in the faliowing cxamples.

R ik
Won't fweant/ * Iyt
Focus!” fiukos s
Loeal/ 1fukl! *pozal
o ..':'|-|:'|--|Ill FhE"I.IIE-"r_l.]-I -‘_|"| ':.ﬂ': ke
Foel/fdw ® o el

(xiii) faif This diphthong hardly pecasions any pronuneialian e among the
average Likwyani speakers of English. This is hecause, the first element of this
diphthong, which 1= /o) only differs a little-in quality from the Ukwyani /.
Consequently, the [} speakers of English in question are ahle (o propounce
almaost correotly, the following English waords,

kP UE
High Maif ‘Thay
Tiefa 1ai elc

(xiv) faul This diphthong does not present any difficulty to the Ukwyanis as
the Ukwuanj /e’ and /T3 can he combined 1o arrive ol faw, The slight probicm
{at might be observed is that the average {Jkwyanj Ly speakers of English may
pronounce the English fany’ a8 individual monothongs whereas it is ong sound
propounced in & gradual stretch, This rather wrong pronunciation af this

e —— L B FE TN EED
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diphthong by the Ukwyanjs can ROWCVer, occasion some  imperfect
pronunciations s o below.

RP 3] -1
Flough/plau’ * (plafy
Foul faul/ */faul!

(xv) £z This diphthong 15 nol restrpctured by the Ukwyanjs sinde they arc
able to pronounce Il foirly correesly. The only minor problem thoy may
encounier is that they are not able 10 elongate the first clement 22/ and shorien
the seeond element fif as i3 required by a standard pronunciation of English
diphthongs.

(xvi) g This diphihong is vostructured by the Lkwyangs in various forms as
shown below.

t is restructuredase’, that is & combination of English vowel 2 anyd Ulkwagani
vowel 4 Le, iafilitis spelt as "eer cear™, “eir’, “ere’, “ier’ and ‘ea® a8 illustrated
in the following example,

RP UE
Beerbicd *bie
Tear'td {noun) Ll 11
Weird fwidd/ * farded!
Herelhid! * 'hief
Fierce/fics/ * ffies!
[dienf ai'dac! * faidie/
It is aleo restructured Am if it 15 apelt ‘ia” as obsorved below
REP UE
Gloria™ ghyrid’ ® fplorize/

It is restruciured fiof, that i3, a combination of English vowel 2 and 1Jkwyani
vowel 7 as can be understood from the following example.

RP LE

Theory iér = o
f i< also restructured A7 QT it is spelt as o nsobserved below:

RF LE

Hero/" hidrcu! * hirof

(il Jedf The restructurings observed in the above diphthong are a5 follows.
I it 1s-spelt; *are, ‘air, ‘eir® and ‘ere’, it is restructured by Ukwnani speakers of

ol 13 Vo, T, Navember, 3021 IS5: 23502401 =5
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English as Ly as: &, tha 15 Ukowyang vowel 4. The following exumples 1llosirate
the abowve abservation.

RP LE
Shareded/ +ifef
Chair ftleds * i/
Hleir'ed! *he
There/d Qed! =g/
Jed is also restructured fizd if it is-spel “ear” os shown below

RP UE
Wear'wed! * fhae!

i The observed restruciurings with respect 1o this diphthong are.

(xviii) fud/ is pronounced as /3 / by the average Ukwuanj Lz speakers of
English if it s spelt: *ou’, ‘our’, ‘oor’ amd ‘ure’. The following examples
illustrate the substandard pronunciations (hat arise from the restructurings.

Y LE

Towrist™ tudrist! ®arisy’

Tour/ g i=

Curekjuc! i

P! pudy *ipaf

[t.i% also restructured “/w’ if it is spelt *u’ and *ve’ as shown below
kP UE
Plural/ 'p lucrdl! *plura

If fudy is spelt “wva’, the average Ukwyanj L speakers of English as Ly ofien
pronounce it as fa’ as shown below,

[P UE
Menstrunl/! menstrud] " mensira
I fudy is spelt ur', it is pronounced /u' eg
RP UE
Curious” kingrios/ *kurizsd
Triphthongs
I feifi- The above triphthang is restructured fajol, ie a combination of 7/,
{i and Ukwuunifod, if it is spelt &5 “ayo” as shown below
RP UE
Bayonet beiindy *Ibujonet!

This wiphthong is also pronounced as /cjuef, ie, a combination of Ukwyanife!
{vowel 30, the consonant /j/ and faf 1 1815 spelt “aye” as shown below,
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EP UE

Paver” peigy *ipeial

2 ‘ot The above triphthong is pronounced By the Ukwyanis as /uz ¢ -
5 spelt ‘oa’. Eg

RP UE

Boa™ by * B

it 15 also proncunced as fowad, ie p combingtion of the Ukwuangin/ | (he
consamant A’ and e, 11t is spelt ‘owe' g

P UE

Lower |y *Mowa

3, fad’: 1 the above triphthong is spelt ‘ighe’, *ipe', e, fod" Yer” and
uyer” it is restructured or pronounced “mie” by the average Ukwuanjl,
speakers of English as a second language os shown below.

RP LIE
Highrhaicy */haja/
Firefajfy */Maja/
TyreMaicy *ftaja
Choirkwpdy *Rowaj/
Pliersplaid' *Iplajas
HUFﬂFIFb-E'L'ia?,I" "'."lhﬂj-ﬁs."

It is also restructured Ve i spell e By,

i UE
Fiervfuidri/ *Fajari/

Itis further prosounced eye if spelt uig! R,
EP LE

Churet kwaigy *ikajet
4. fauc This sound s usually spelt ‘ou’ and ‘owe’, i is horml Ly

pronounced by the Ukwuanjsas fewe This observation of LkwyanjEnglish
Pronuncixtion is shown belomw:

RP UE
Hour audiiry *fawa/
Power /paudi{r) *pawa/
L 316/ This triphthong s spell “ova®, “oye’ and ‘vova’. The Ukwuanis as
ebserved proncunce this wriphthong “fova” ifitis spell ‘ova’ and uaya” E,p,
RP LIE
LovalIsigy *flojal
Booyant hidnt/ *bojant
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FHoservnd Bestrachrings of Some Eregiisty Pharmamntes by Same Ciwwanr £y Epeakers of Enplisfy
ax Ly~ Happy Dbl Omenagor, ThD
fid is pronounced as 2ja ifitis apelt as ‘oye’. Eg
RP LUE
Employer/im pl2ic / *lemplaje/

fu!. which is English vowel # is nol normelly restructured by, the
Ukwisani speakers of English 0s Ly, ' does nol Gocagion pronunciation cmars by
the Ukwuanis, hence it was nol listed and discussed along with ather English
vowels discussed above.

Conclusion

In the course of this paper, i has been observed that the Ukwuani L1
speakers of English a3 1.2 produce a lot of non B P compliant pronunciations
following the fact thal there are diffesences in their phoneme invenioTy and thal
of English. Besides, {here are a number of rules of phonology of English thal arc
alien 1o them. To bring this situation 10 normel the set of L2 speakers of English
under investigation are 10 be exposed 1o the principles of English phonology in
question as well as the B.P standard pronunciation.
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