JOURNAL

~ April 2017




CHILD LABOUR: A HINDRANCE TO EFFECTIVE ATTAINMENT OF
NINE-YEAR COMPULSORY SCHOOLING IN NIGERIA
IKPERA V. A
DEFARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATIONS AND
ADMINISTRATION, COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, AGBOR.

AN
DR CHUKWUMA K, A
DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY EDUCATION STUDIES

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AGBOR
ABSTRACT

This paper examines e cauves of child lebow, ol i effects. The puper afiemipl io suggest
Strategies thot eonld help in checking olild fobonr. Some of witicl include ¢ffeciive enforcement of
babour lines, crecting of comdicivge lecrraring envircennenis, effoctive amd regrilar fnspcorion af selools,
sansftization af the pavents,  prindsion af hoxic omenittes T reed areds peverty el
JRCHEOITIET,

INTRODUCTION

Education is the foundation needed by any nation for economic growth, political stability and
social harmony. 1t is in recognition of this. that the Migerian govemmen| has over time been fine
Luning educational policies towards effective attainment of educational goals, The introduction of the
Universal Basic Education (LUBE) which seeks 10 provide nine years compulsary schooling is in
recognition of the role of education in national development. The issue of child labour may howeaver,
make such educational goals nos easily attainable as children who are expected to be part of the nine-
years compalsory schooling are involved in various forms of child labour even a1 schoel hours. This
paper examines s problem in a critical manner pointing out some of the factors that have come inio
play in perpetuating the problem. This paper nat anly poims out the consequences of the continual
existence of child labour on the development of Migeria as a nation but also suggests ways through

which the issue can be mekled in order to ensurc that a great number of the Nigerian children invelved
in child labour find their way back to the classrooms.

NINE YEARS COMPULSORY SCHOOLING IN NIGERIA, A MYTH OR REALITY

The Universal Basic Education programme embarked upon by the Federal Goverpimen! of
Migeria in September | 999 is almost the same as the old Unjversal Primary Education {LIPE) Scheme.
It is free and universal like before, but now in addition, s compulsory, The then president Oluscgun
Obasznjo in Launching the programme emphasized that having carefully reviewed the curreni
national needs, there was the nead 1o give education a broader focus. Thus, thie new UBE now extends
¢ all children from age six o age fificen [ Tahir, 2006).

The Universal Basie Education implementation suidelines stated the specific objectives of the
programme o include:

- Dewcloping in the enfire citizenry a strong conscioushess for education and a srong
egmimitment ko it's vigoromes promotion.
= The provision of free. Universal Basic Education for every Nigerian of school QOing dpe;

- Reducing drastically the incidence of drop-aut from the formal schoal svslenm:
I




Citerang for the bearning needs o Asung plrsiirs whe, for one resson or anothier, have had 1o
imermipt their schoaling Wsrmsgh appropriste fonns of complimentiry apposches 1o the
Proveaon sl promotion of Basic Eduention mxd

Emamingt the sequisition of the ethical, morl amd Svie vatues needed for the laying of w soli
Foemcanon for lilelong leaming .

e objectives ol fhe Uimiveral asie Elucstion are basically dircctal al esuring
sliteracy o reduced 1o the barest minimgm. The school i BECH a5 3 very vl soeial insdituion thi
sl mest only Dwlp in achicving this bt svensld also prepane e reciplents of eduention 1o function in
a desimable taminer 10 line with Uie sociedl e pectintions. It is ieview of this thal the maniong| Py
o Education (FGN 204) provides thin the quility of instructions™ at all levels of fhe Migerian
coocational systom shauid sech 1 inculcos: the followling vales,

- Respect Tor the worth aing dignigy ol dhe dividual,

- Faitl inoman’s ability 10 make aional descishny.

= Mol and spiritual principle in intee-persons wid humn nelntions:

= Shared responsibilitg for the commaon oo ol the sacicty
Pronxation of the pliysical. cmotioml peyehological developanent ot all children: i
Acquisition of compelencies necessary for selfore e,

In order o atirin these noble values of educalion. the Matigna) Policy un Education | FOim
2004) further states thii Basic eduction shall b ol Qovear dunstion COMPrising & years of primary
edducation amd 3 vears of junior scomkiey education. I shall be free and compulaory. The guesiion
s arises, how compuiluwy s e hsie sducation schime heen i Migerir sinee its incepion in
19 when mimy chifldren are seen engaged By ane fom of ehild Eibour or the othir even ot sehooling
hours, As UNICEF (2006) noted ~A stapgering 15 million chilldren under the age ol L are working
Aicross Migeria. Many use exposed to long howrs of woek dangercus and unhealthy environments,
Carrying lon much respoasibility for their aee. ™

WHAT IS CHILD LAROUIRY

Child labour refers w working ehildren who are helo il cerain minimum spe, Such weork
coukd bie memally, physkeally, sovially ar morally dangeroos wod barmiful e childsen and deprivis
them ol opporunitics for schouling and  development ARy, 2006). The Tntermational Lobour
Organization (1993} regirds child labour as evonomically active populition under the age of fifiepn
years,  Many childnen espechilly in the developing couniries ol the world are engaged b virious
fuems of work, some o which include barwking, wiloring, carperiry, and others. Such children often
work For long howrs, missing oo on selwding snd opporuniticy flr eyuippring themselves witl <kills
thal would enhamee their economic i sociill devebopment, Generally, most of such warh ine, children
iz o e, money or enery 0 go 0 school, As 110 (200 nestedd. about sis - million wiorking
ehildren in Migeria, split Between buys o wirls, do aol stend school af ally while one million
children pre Fereed 1o drop ma e fo PveEnry ar begimme of pgresis deimund 1o coniribute 1o the
family incoane. It is imporgant therefore it the fssue of chilld sbour i Migeria needs o be seriosly
itbdressed i1 he soats of Rosic ed eation schemme must be attiied.

CAUSES OF CHILD LABOUR

Wide-sprend level ol poventy in Nigeria signilicantly contribites 1o child lahour The Human
Development Indes (HD which meisures humai achisvements in the mast basie human capahilitics,
mthend Wigeria 151 out of 174 countries in 1998 { Akinferinm s, FO9T). Paverty often prompts parents
bo ke their children 1o work in onder to suppart the family upheep, As observed b Syed, Mire.
Sultana and Rana {19913, parcits comstiwte aboul 62% of the souree of induction of children into
employment. The dhildren make their own decisiong lo work only 8 percent of he lima

The size of the howsehold can alse be inchivied in e rsing wave of child labour, The larper
howsehold size reduces chiklen's educntiona | paricipation and presress i sehosl aml noduces
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parents” investinent in schooling and consequently increnses the probability that a child will work
(Liyod. 1994). From Lloyd's swdy. other Tactors are seen 1o comrelate with househald size in
determining that a child works. These inlude: The level of state expenditore on social services, (The
higher the state expanditure is on social services, the less the effects of household size), The strength
of the extended family bond in existence; { The stronger the extended family system bond, the less the
effects of household size, and the phase of demographic tradsition in the community. (The effect of
houschold size is seen 1o be larger in Iater phases of demographic transition). The level of parentil
educalion has also been ieniilied as an imporant factor that helps to determine whather a child
works or nof. Tiemdn (1979} pointed oul thal the sducational level of the parents can signiffeanily
affect the chikl’s schooling and employment. Thers are some traditional beliefefactors that can
promote chill labour. In some communitics, there is the erroneous belief that educated females may
ot get married or have children. Many families in such communities mise daughters 1o take over
houschold duties. Natwrally schooling is ruled out for such ones. Problems associsted with the
Nigerian school sysiem inudvertently promote child labour, Many lmes children may seek
emplayment simply becavse there is no access 10 schools, Sometimes, there may be schools but the
low quality of education makes the children and their parents 1o regard attending such schools as a
waste of time, As Bonnet (1993} opines that the failure of the education system in African has led
many parents to view child Labouwr as the prefered option for their ehildren,

EFFECTS OF CHILD LABOUR

Child labour has a lot of negative effects on the child and ultimately on the larger society. The
young child involved in the labour market is deprived of proper ehildhood. Nwaham (2009 noted that
when the child s born inte a family, hefshe undergoes some developmental stages socially and
psychologically from infancy 1o childhood, sense of self awareness beging to untold which could be
suiimed up as inputs. oulputs and feedback, All these, greatly contribute 1o the development of the
human personality, Jumping this gradual process of development Lo fssume adult responsibilities
denics the child of the opportunity 1o enjoy being a child. The fact that the Children are not
emotionally matured to handle the adult responsibilities bestowed on them by working leads 1o
pirysical and menlal torture™ the fntemational labour office reports that childeen work the longest
hours and are the worst paid of all labourers (Bequele aml Boyden, |95 They endure work
canditions which include henlth hazards and potential abuse. Child labour creates and PETPeiiiAles
poverty as it condemns the chikd to a life of unskilled and badly paid work, Indeed children working
for bong hours miss oul on ihe apportunity 1o acquire education oo leam 2 trade 1o equip themsebves

with the knowledge, shills and compeiencies needed to participate fully in the sconomic and social
development of their communities and to improve their own lives,

THE WAY FORWARD

The Migerian povermment has aptly sdopted three international labour orga i zation
colventions setting @ minimum age for the employment of ehildren. The country signed a
memorandum of understanding in Awgust 2003 in cooperation with the international labour
orginization o launeh a programme for the elimination of child labour. The government has also
passed the Childs rights Acts section 28 and 29 into law, This act prohibits exploitative labour and
enforces section 58-84 of the lbour Act. All these are aimed at protecting children from exploitative
work {UNICEF 2006). Signing treatiss snd enaciment of laws without adeguale enforcement
strategties will not make efforts a1 eliminating child labour effective. The Migerian governmeni should
seek 1o go beyond making compulsory § years schooling law on paper by establishing means of
pushing the children out of the kabour market into the classrooms. ’

I The schools should be adequately equipped with both human and material resources nesdad
lo make fhe teaching leaming process exciting and rewarding. It is imperative that the cost of
education should not be wuy above the repch of the masses, though the universal Basle Education
scheme claims that education is free, it should be made free indecd.
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2 Elteetive and regulisr nspeetion of shoukf be pur in place e check child labour especially
during sehool fonis Mohiliing  membses ol e loeal vy ol the piiispectosite iyl
memitariie teims conbld oe g g way i corhing the memiee of child labour, As Ronbiers inul
Standing 1981 stted et degisdution i likely 100 be effeciive only where there is a capsilrhe
ademenistzion determined implenwent these laws, Culprits whether pareits oF children schogl be
deall with according o the sot miles gl rep ki,

i Sensitization and socializilion of e [rarents souhd mo @ loig way in anldressing the s of
chibd labour. “1he thiree thers of government should enibark on this 1 ensure effectivenss, Sucl
sockaliation would impeca on the peinants wor el the sans of sending their children w seheel bal
HIET ] patins oF pushing Hig 1o carls it B Tabowor sitaark o,

4. Provision ol basle smenitics such os b witer, ool poads ol help in carhing rural.
urben et which Buis been idemifiod i one of the Bictors prosnieding child lpabwar.

s Feerty albesintion podicies wonld alse Belp i redocing the incidenee of child labeaur. 17
ehimiphe grmting of looms o assist poor Tamilics in msesting in agricultml endeavors or athce simal|
seale businesses, Vs Jevgls of FOLEINmEnt ciwn sl g apenies o conteol and monitor such
st ey,

i Ll is jisdewd o Ry neeshad 1o BEnmacly e sthon Forw sl dee B soitds the sl
development poale AN st kel therefore. the sowvermimont, the logal ORIt awl grareRs
sheeled eont ribaite thedr quokr o ersiing thye suctess o nine e connpilsory sehooling in Miveria,
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